
December 15, 2021  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

   What an awesome and powerful worship 

experience we had on Sunday  December 12, 2021.  

If you were not present for worship Sunday, I hope 

you will go to Facebook or our church website and 

watch the worship service.  

   The Children's Department did an excellent job 

telling the story of the birth of  Christ and to do it in 

both English and Spanish was very meaningful to 

me.  I hope you were as blessed by them doing the 

story in two languages as I was.  

   Hat's off to Jessica and all the others who worked 

with the precious children  to tell the story, I was 

deeply moved by our children working together to 

share the Christmas Story.  Truly this was an 

amazing thing and I hope you each saw the 

significance of it.  

   Then boy oh boy the adult choir cantata was the 

most powerful cantata that I have witnessed since I 

have been here as pastor.  The spirit of God was  

moving in and throughout the congregation as the 

choir presented this awesome  musical.  The Choir 

had been working so hard for a long time to provide 

a very moving  worship experience and WOW did 

God ever bless it.   

   All I can say is we were truly visited by God and 

God kept his promise to show up, where two or three 

(or 138 people) gathered in his name he was present 

with us.  

   Thanks be to God.  

    

See you this coming Sunday,  

Brother Randy  

 

   
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

FACTS ABOUT ADVENT 

   It is traditional that we use wreaths during the 

Advent/Christmas season.  Did you know that the 

evergreens that the wreath is made of is have 

traditional meanings that relate directly to our 

Christian heritage and faith?  For example, pine, 

holly, and yew all symbolize immortality.  The 

holly’s prickly leaves also remind us of the crown 

of thorns that Jesus wore during His Crucifixion. 

And the circle that the wreath is arranged in 

symbolizes eternity-a circle with no beginning and 

no end and points us toward the very nature of the 

God we serve and celebrate! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 

 

 
 

 

 

White Christmas Food Boxes 

Our church will reach out to our community 

with 120 food boxes during the Christmas 

season. This  has been a longstanding tradition , 

and we thank our church family in advance for 

donations during the month of December to 

help with the cost of this outreach project.  The 

boxes will be assembled on Friday, December 

17 starting at 1 pm in Fellowship Hall.  They 

will be distributed by a drive through manner 

on Saturday, December 18 starting at 8 am.   

Please volunteer and join us these days to serve 

our community. You will receive wonderful 

fellowship and a blessing!  If you know of a 

family in need, please call Lois Thormaehlen 

(931-580-5908).  Signups have already 

occurred at Good Sam, but we do have a few 

available!  Thank you! 

The Missions Committee 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

December 15, 2021 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS…Continued from page 2 
 

It is truly a miraculous season but let’s not forget that 

some are hurting very desperately during this 

time.  While I am watching some who are very dear to 

me struggle with very real loss, pain, and heartache 

during this season, it may be hard to feel much like 

celebrating.  How are you celebrating Christmas this 

year?  No matter if you are up to having a big 

celebration or not, we can always celebrate in our 

hearts because God sent a Savior.  And because 

God….  Is the answer to every story I have.   

Blessings to each and every one of you and I can’t 

wait to see you at Church!   

 

In Christ,  

Jessica  

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 

 

 FUMC-Christian Learning Center is 

growing! Come grow with us! We are looking for Full 

Time teachers.  If you would like to work with an 

exciting, fun group of children and a wonderful 

teaching staff in a Christian environment, then we 

have the job for you! Contact Angie Gann, Director 

via email at fumc.clc@gmail.com or call 931-728-

8283. 

   The FUMC-Christian Learning Center will have 

their  children’s Christmas Program on Thursday, 

December 16, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  

This will be followed with cookies in the fellowship 

hall with none other than the jolly elf himself Santa 

Claus accompanied by Mrs. Claus.  Please plan to 

attend. 

 

Sallie O’Neal Fellowship 

Sallie O’Neal Anniversary Fellowship will have our 

Christmas meeting on Monday December 20, 6 pm at 

the home of Debra Thorington. Bring your favorite 

finger food, 5 Christmas cards and a joyful spirit as we 

celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus! We will also 

be making monthly plans for the new year. Anyone 

interested in joining us is welcome. Our regular 

meeting is the third Monday of each month at 7 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

God uses money to enable us to 
give to others 
 

“Command those who are rich…to do good, 
to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous 
and willing to share” (1 Tim. 6:17-18). 
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 KINGDOM KIDS 

   In Kingdom Kids this week we had very special 

visitors from Santa and Mrs. Claus.  We had our 

pictures made by the kind and generous Jean Franz.  

Those will be handed out at Wednesday night service 

at our Christmas Party!  We will be having games, 

pizza, presents and loads of fun at our last 

Wednesday night of 2021!  If you know or have 

children, please make plans to join us for a fun time 

in Christ!  We love these kids, and we love our 

amazing precious volunteers!  From putting on 

costumes during our play to teaching to crafts to 

riding the church van; these volunteers are the reason 

the children come back week after week to learn more 

about God.  The world is being changed one child at a 

time and it is an honor to serve with FUMC.                                                            

   Speaking of service, anyone who attended in person 

this past week had to be blown away by the incredible 

talent of our choir!  Wow!  And Pam Brooks’ solo 

was breathtaking!  I am always so impressed with the 

talent we possess in our church, but Dana Brooks can 

really put together a program!  We are extremely 

fortunate to have him and watching him lead this 

group was truly an experience that has made my 

Christmas this year.   

   Walking into church for the service this week, I’m 

sure everyone noticed the halls were lined with angel 

tree presents.  They were overflowing into the library 

and all throughout the church!  Amy is a super 

trooper to do all she does with our youth and to 

manage this program is nothing short of miraculous! I 

know our Kingdom Kids will be very blessed by your 

kindness and generosity.  I want to say a HUGE thank 

you to each and every person who donated, bought, 

organized, and worked on this project!  You all 

ROCK!   … Continued Page 4 

 

Memorials  &  Honorariums 

Gifts were given to the general fund in memory of 

Martha Sutton by Bobby & Nancy Cummins and Pat 

& Joane Cassady. 
 
A gift was given to the general fund in memory of 

Jerry Ewell by The Richard Dix Family. 
 
Gifts were given to the general fund in memory of 

Joe Brassfield by Roger & Kimla Weeks and Nellie 

Leonard. 
 
A gift was given to the White Christmas fund in 

memory of Lonnie Ashburn by Butch & Tina 

Niederhauser. 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                   Dec 12 
Sunday School                            46 
10:55 Service                                        132                           
Facebook Live        81  
                  

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                    Dec 12 
Sunday School  48.00 
Youth  200.00 
Coffee Time  10.00 
Projector Fund  500.00 
UMCOR-West TN Tornado Relief 100.00 
White Christmas  1,090.00 
Missions  530.00 
Memorials to General Fund 150.00 
Angel Tree  50.00 
Wed. Night Meals  12.00 
Non-Cash Gifts  75.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  10,408.00 
YTD Offering  449,418.00 
YTD Required  460,200.00 
(+/-) Difference  -10,782.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of December 12      Justin Bryan 
Week  of December 19              Jim Thorington 
 
Altar Guild 
December     Brenda Bryan 
 
Counters 
December            Richard Dix & Lois Thormaehlen 
January                 Virginia McKee & Doris Hendrix 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
December     Pam Brooks 
January     Patricia Anderson  
 
Door Greeters 
December 19            Jonathan Shedd& Billie McEwen 
                                Roger & Kimla Weeks 
December 26                        Lois & Claus Thormaehlen 
                                   Mike & Trish Anderson 
Coffee Time 
December 19     Sarah Potuk 
December 26     Mike Giffin 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 

 

             

 
Wednesday Night Meals will resume  

January 5, 2022 

     

 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 

Matilda Locke   Chris Danford   
Dorothy Bon    Garry Carter                
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Mary & Don Rounds  
Joyce & Steve Williams  

 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 

Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 
they may not be listed above. 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
  Dec 15–Dec 21, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Dec 18 Glenda Smead 
Dec 18 Janet Layne 
Dec 19 Janet Orrick 
Dec 21 Jimmie Bell 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

is not listed above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 

 

GOOD SAMARITAN VOLUNTEERS 

If you would like to volunteer for Good Samaritan, 

please contact Anita Turner at 931-728-2358.  The 

Good Samaritan volunteers for December are below: 

December 24, 2021:  Janelle Burt, Elaine 

McKelvey, Marie Kimble, and Jim & Debra 

Thorington. 

December 31, 2021:  Janelle Burt, Elaine 

McKelvey, Mike & Karla Childs, Kathy Bailey, Jim 

& Debra Thorington, and Kaye Tracy. 
 

 

 

Hang Out Event 

   In Sunday School this week we did the next lesson in 

our series The Time is now. Jonathan Evans told us that 

he spent several hours trying to find the meaning of the 

word “go” as it is used in the Bible and after hours of 

study, he found that the meaning is simply, go. God calls 

us out of our comfort zone and asks us to go into the 

world. It’s not always going to be easy, but God is 

always with us. 

   Sunday night at Hangout, we did the lessons that went 

along with episodes 2 and 3 of Chosen. We learned that 

we all need rest, and that doesn’t always mean sleep. 

Soul rest can only be found in Christ. We also learned 

that Jesus loved children. He loved them because they 

have a simple faith that doesn’t ask questions. They just 

simply believe and that’s what we’re called to do. 

   Last Wednesday at Hangout, we started a series on 

Advent and talked about the name Emmanuel. We 

learned that God is always with us, and we are never 

alone. This week we’ll talk about Jesus as the Wonderful 

Counselor. 

   I would like to thank you all for your help with Angel 

Tree! We’ve never had ALL the angels taken from the 

tree. I typically have several angel’s leftover to shop for, 

but that’s not the case this year. I truly appreciate all 

your help. The Teddy Bear Tree will stay up until 

January. 

   Last week, the youth served the Police Department at 

their annual Christmas Dinner. They did a fabulous job. 

  

 Upcoming Events: 

Dec 15 Normal Hangout 

Dec 19 Hangout Christmas Party 

Dec 28 Hangout with Spring Hill UMC youth 

Jan 15 BigStuf deposit due ($25) 

 

 

Be Blessed, 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com  

 

   Our Condolence to Mike Giffin & Family in 

the passing of his Stepfather Mr. Joe Brassfied. 

Mr. Joe Theo Brassfield,  passed away Saturday, December 4, 

2021. Visitation was held on Wednesday, December 8, 2021at 

Central Funeral Home in Manchester, TN. Funeral services 

were conducted on Thursday, December 9, 2021, at 

1:00pm in the chapel of Central Funeral Home. Burial 

followed in Prairie Plains Church of Christ Cemetery.   

 

http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
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