
December 14, 2022  Midweek Visitor 
 
 
 
Angela Gilliam

  

 From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
ATTENTION: Custodial Services for the Church  

Brothers and sisters thank you to everyone who has 

already signed up to help keep our Church clean and 

healthy. Ricky is out for the month of December if not 

longer.  Please drop by the church office and sign up to 

help sometime during this month to ensure the general 

cleanliness of the Church.  Again, thank you to everyone 

who continues to ensure we leave our facility in better 

condition than we found it.  

Thank You:  A big thank you to all the Administrative 

Council members who were able to participate in the last-

minute special session on Monday, 11 December. 

Opportunities Galore: I hope everyone will avail 

themselves of the multiple worship and service 

opportunities this week starting with the Wednesday night 

Blue Christmas Service at 6:30 p.m., the CLC Christmas 

Musical Thursday at 6 p.m., The White Christmas Basket 

packing Friday at  and Pickup between 8-9 am Saturday.  

Wednesday Night Study:  The next and last Wednesday 

night Advent Series Study is December 21 at 6:00 pm in 

classroom #125 (Upper Room). Please come armed and 

ready with the Sword of the Lord.     

Jesus is Coming, Prepare! In keeping with the teachings 

from Isaiah 35:1-10 we need to be asking ourselves if we 

are we able to see and hear God?  Are we able to see God 

at work in our life? Are we able to perceive God’s 

presence in the faces of those you meet? Are we 

witnessing about the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Are we 

walking on the Holy Way each day?  Each of these 

questions are also signs of Christ’s coming and the in 

breaking of the new creation into our world. Wake up and 

prepare, Jesus is coming!                                                                                     

 80 by 31 DEC 2023 // Sow seeds & pray to God for an 

abundant harvest.   

 

To God be the Glory, 

Stephen 

 

   A NOTE FROM DANA… 

   The signs of the reign of God are already present 

in the midst of God’s people.  But it is NOT so 

readily visible in the world.  That’s likely why, in 

Scripture, John the Baptist sends his disciples out to 

report what they have seen and heard about Jesus:  

the blind see, the deaf are able to hear, lepers are 

healed, even the dead are raised.  Why wouldn’t 

these sure signs of Jesus being the Messiah 

convince folks that He is?  And yet, today there are 

still signs and wonders being done by those who 

follow the Messiah, and the world still has a 

difficult time believing!  All the more reason for us 

to  proclaim God’s salvation and reign! 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
 
PS  I want to say a word of THANKS to our 

Sanctuary Choir for their wonderful presentation of 

“His Name is Jesus” this past Sunday morning!  

And thanks for the very special Christmas gifts you 

gave me!  You are an example of Christ’s love and 

a true family!   

 
******************************************** 

Blue Christmas or the Longest Night Service. 

The Blue Christmas service, on Wednesday, Dec. 

14 at 6:30 p.m., recognizes that the coming winter 

solstice is the longest night of the of year. That 

during the Advent and Christmas season the shorten 

daylight hours and the lengthening darkness 

combine with the darkness that many people 

go through in life's passages: death, divorce, loss of 

job, home, health, and other hardships. Such losses 

make the usual festive liturgical celebrations 

difficult for many of us.  Rest assured that anyone 

attending this service with any longing for light and 

hope in their long night are welcomed and they will 

not be alone as they share in the liturgy of prayer 

and reflection. 

Please let others know that this is a community 

service open to all who would attend.  
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

December 14, 2022 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Stephen Lee          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number      

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

December 14, 2022 – Blue Christmas Service 6:30 p.m. 

Sanctuary 

December 14, 2022 – Youth Last Wednesday 

December 15, 2022 – FUMC-CLC Christmas Musical, 

Cookies with Santa 6:00 p.m. Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall 

December 16, 2022 – White Christmas boxes filled 2:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

December 17, 2022 – White Christmas Boxes distributed 8:00 

a.m. Fellowship Hall 

December 18, 2022 – Youth Christmas Party 

December 19, 2022 - January 3, 2023 -  FUMC-CLC 

Christmas Break 

December 23, 2022- Church Office Closed (Christmas Eve 

Holiday) 

December 24, 2022 – Christmas Eve Communion Service 

6:00 p.m. - Sanctuary 

December 27, 2022 – Church Office Closed (Christmas Day 

Holiday) 

January 2, 2023 – Church Office Closed (New Year’s Day 

Holiday) 

January 8, 2023 – Trustee Meeting 6:00p.m. – Room 219 

January 9, 2023 – Administrative Board Meeting – 

Fellowship Hall 7:00 p.m. 

January 11, 2023 -  Kingdom Kids /Wednesday Night Meals 

February 27, 2023- Church Conference for the purposes of 

voting on whether to disaffiliate from the UMC  
 
Sallie O’Neal Fellowship: It’s our Christmas party for 

Sallie O’Neal Fellowship and we would love you to 

come join us. Patty Roberts will be hosting us, and we 

are meeting at 6:00 pm instead of our regular time on 

Monday, December 19th. Bring your favorite finger 

food and come with joyful hearts as we celebrate the 

birth of our Savior, Jesus! 
 
WHITE CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS: Our 

Missions Committee is pleased to reach out to our 

many families in need this Christmas season with a 

gift of love!  We plan to distribute 120 food baskets 

within our community, and we ask for your generosity 

as in the past to fund this annual outreach project.  

Contributions will be accepted throughout the month 

of December.  Please just note on your dollars given 

for “White Christmas food baskets.”  On Friday, 

December 16 at 2 pm in Fellowship Hall we will start 

assembling  the baskets.  On Saturday, December 17 at 

8 am we will add the cold items, and then we will 

greet our families as they arrive for pick up.   This is a 

wonderful time of fellowship for our church family , 

and we invite you to come join us!  We promise you 

will be blessed!  Thank you! 

-The Missions Committee 
 

God grants to the people the ability to earn 
that which is God’s already, money and wealth. 

“Wealth and honor come from you; you 
are the ruler of all things. In your hands 
are strength and power to exalt and give 
strength to all ” (1 Chronicles 29:12). 
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Memorials & Honorariums 

 
Gifts were given to the General Fund in Memory of 

Jimmie Bell by Dr. H.R. & Linda Gayle Smith, Roger 

& Kimla Weeks, Marie Kimble, Doris Hendrix and 

Bud & Pam Riddle. 
 
Gifts were given to the General Fund in Memory of 

Benny Jones and Ray Powers by Ken & Nancy 

Huddleston. 
 
Gifts were given to the Music Ministry in memory of 

Judy Starr and Jimmie Bell by Max & Judy Hester. 
 
A gift was given to the General Fund in memory of 

Judy Starr by Andy & Christy Hazelwood. 
 
A gift was given to the General Fund in memory of 

Betty J Colquitt by Bud & Pam Riddle. 
 

  FUMC-CLC HAPPENINGS 
 
    Don’t  let the busy stop you from seeing.  

 Sometimes the holidays aren’t always a happy time. There 

are people that are hurting, struggling financially, maybe 

they are missing a loved one that has passed. Today pay it 

forward. I know you might feel too busy, or maybe you 

have things in your life that are too heavy, or that it isn’t 

the right time. I have found that often the way to change 

your own life or a bad day is to get out of your own issues 

for a moment and decide to bless someone else.  

   Paying it forward doesn’t need to be expensive. It could 

be a cup of coffee, helping someone to the car, letting 

someone go first, a simple smile, a kind word.  

When we decide to see others, we extend GRACE and 

LOVE. And so often that act of kindness not only blesses 

others but our own hearts too. So, my challenge to myself 

and to you is- don’t let the busy stop you from seeing.  

What better time that right here at Christmas, in the season 

of giving to pay it forward.  

   I hope you have plans to attend our Christmas Musical 

on Thursday, December 15, 2022, at 6:00 pm. We also 

have Cookies & Milk with Santa and Mrs. Claus after the 

performance in our fellowship hall. We are looking 

forward to seeing you there.  

   The FUMC-CLC will be on Christmas Break December 

16- January 3. We have had a wonderful first half of the 

school year.  

Please keep our preschool ministry in your prayers as we 

teach, love, and care for the children, as well as our other 

ministries of the church and for our pastor.  
 
Be the LIGHT. 

Mrs. Angie 

FUMC-Christian Learning Center 

Fumc.clc@gmail.com 
 
 

I Will Support My Church with My Presence 
Attendance:                    Dec 11 
Sunday School                              54 
8:25 Service                        37 
10:55 Service                                        151                   
Facebook Live                    159
                      
I Will Support My Church with My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     
    Dec 11 
Sunday School  54.00 
Communion Rail  2.00 
Missions     729.00 
Memorials General Fund                        465.00 
Coffee Time  15.00 
FUMC-CLC  7.00 
White Christmas  1,350.00 
Music  500.00 
Flower Fund  245.00 
Youth  570.00 
Standing Stone  20.00 
Weekly Required  9,684.00 
Contributions  11,970.00 
YTD Offering             428,829.00 
YTD Required             484,200.00 
(+/-) Difference             -55,371.00 
 
I Will Support My Church with My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of December 11                              Justin Bryan 
Week of December 18                          Mike Anderson 
 
Altar Guild 
December                       Debra Thorington 
 
Counters 
December                     Lois Thormaehlen & Richard Dix 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
December                                                           Pam Brooks 
 
Door Greeters 
December 18               Jonathan Shedd & Billie McEwen 
      Butch & Tina Neiderhauser  
December 25                            Lois & Claus Thormaehlen 
      Butch & Tina Neiderhauser  
                                                      
Coffee Time 
December 18                                   JaNelle Burt                      
December 25                          Freddie Fibelkorn                      
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 
******************************************************** 
 

Please Make Note: Our Church Conference for 

the purposes of voting on whether to disaffiliate 

from the UMC is Monday, February 27, 2023, at 

6:00 p.m.  Only professing members attending in 

person can vote. Everyone is invited to attend. 
 
 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Chris Danford   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Billie Danford   Garry Carter 
Matilda Locke   Ryan Moorehead  
Dorothy Bon   Phyllis Dix 
Bishop McAlilly                           Barbara Cagle 
Chris Tench       Mary & Don Rounds 
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would like 

your name removed from the prayer listing. 
 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
 

Dec 14 – Dec 20, 2022 Church Family Birthdays 
 

Dec 18 Janey Layne 
Dec 19 Janey Orrick 

 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

does not appear above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 

 

********************************************** 
 
Wednesday Night Study:  The Wednesday night Advent 

Study starts at 6:00 pm in classroom #125 (Upper Room). 

The Advents Study will not meet December 14, 2022, so 

everyone can attend the Blue Christmas service.  The study 

will conclude Wednesday, December 21, 2022. 
 
Volunteers Needed – Ricky Bradford, our custodian is out 

for approximately 6 weeks with surgery. While he is out, we 

need volunteers to help with the church cleaning.  There 

will be a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center on Sunday 

and in the church office during the week.   

 
 
 

Hang Out Event 

Hello, Church! 

   I hope you are well!  

   This is such a busy time of year. I hope you can take 

time and remember the reason for the season! 

   Hangout has a busy schedule coming up. Students, 

please make sure the following dates are on your 

calendar. 

   Dec 14- regular Hangout 

   Dec 16- help pack White Christmas food baskets 2:00 

   Dec 17- hand out White Christmas baskets 8:00am 

   Dec 18- Hangout Christmas Party 

   We are still collecting stuffed animals for our Teddy 

Bear tree. On Christmas Day we will take those to 

McArthur Manor and give them to the residents.  

   Please keep all the students and teachers in your 

prayers as we complete these last few days before 

Christmas Break. 
 
Have a great week, and be blessed! 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS    

   Christmas is truly the most wonderful time of 

year.  The lights, trees, presents, carols and the time with 

family and friends.  Well, it is for a lot of us.  But for 

others…  It can be a bit stressful, overwhelming and 

filled with a little sadness.  Let’s remember to lend a 

helping hand when we can.  And if you are the one 

feeling, well… not so jolly; That’s okay!  Christmas is a 

beautiful celebration of what we hold dear! The 

celebration of the birth of our Lord and 

savior.  However, if you feel yourself worried, hurting or 

just downright sad.  Please reach out.  If you don’t feel 

comfortable reaching out to us at the church, that’s 

okay!  While we hope we have created a safe place to do 

so even if you don’t reach out to one of us, please reach 

out to someone!  We love you so and want you to get 

through the hard times just as much as we want to 

celebrate the good times with you!   

   Speaking of celebrating, wow, do we have a Children’s 

program for you!  Our Kingdom Kids are putting on a 

skit in Second Service and it is going to be so much 

fun!  Chaotic, yes, but super Fun!  Please make plans to 

join us at the 10:55 am service!  Until then, I will see 

you at Church!  
 

In Christ,  

Jessica  
kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 
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