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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Back a few months ago, I shared with you that it was 

reported that both the Tennessee Conference of the United 

Methodist Church and the Memphis Conference of the 

United Methodist Church (which includes part of western 

Kentucky) voted to merge into one conference.  It is my 

understanding that this merger will be official and 

complete in June of 2021.  However, the name of the newly 

merged conference has been announced.  The newly 

merged conference will be known as The 

Tennessee/Western Kentucky Conference of the United 

Methodist Church.  There is much continued work, 

planning, and prayer that has to go into this effort, but this 

is just an update as to where we are for the moment.       
 

Don't forget our BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE on 

Wednesday, December 11th @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 15th we will only be having One 

worship service at 11:00 a.m. This will be when the Adult 

Choir will share their Christmas Cantata. 
 

Sunday, December 29th we will follow tradition of only 

having one service on the 5th Sunday of the 

month.  Reverend Don Morris preaching  @ 11:00 a.m.   
 

See you Sunday, 
 

Randy Brown 

 

We are to be content with what we have. 
“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be 
content with what you have, because God has said 

“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you’” 
(Heb. 13:5). 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

Joy to the World 
It was the 18th century.  At this point in history, most 

songs sung in European church services were the Psalms 

in the Old Testament. Though Isaac Watts loved the 

Bible, he felt that these songs felt “unnatural” to sing in 

their modern-day English translations. 

After one Sunday service, 15-year-old Isaac complained 

about “the atrocious worship.” One of the deacons 

challenged him with, “Give us something better, young 

man.” So, he did. He went home and penned his first 

hymn, and the love of hymn-writing stuck with him the 

rest of his life. 

In 1719, his book “Psalms of David Imitated” was 

published, not as a new paraphrase of David, but as 

an imitation of him in New Testament language. Watts’ 

perspective was the Psalms bursting forth in their 

complete fulfillment. Joy to the World is the “imitation” 

of the last half of Psalm 98. 

Watts transformed the old Jewish psalm of praise for 

historic deliverance into a song of rejoicing for the 

salvation of God that began when the Jesus came “to 

make his blessing flow far as the curse is found.” 

Music is from George Frederick Handel, and some 

scholars say it resembles his greatest work, Messiah. 

Don’t be surprised if we sing this great Christmas song 

in worship some Sunday very soon! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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In week two, we head to Luke 1:5-25; 57-80 where we 

find Zechariah and Elizabeth. They were unable to have 

children. On top of that, they were older and it seemed 

impossible that they’d ever have a child of their own. 

But one day an angel came to Zechariah and told him 

that he would indeed have a son, and that son would 

prepare the way for the Promised One, Jesus. Zechariah 

and Elizabeth learned that anything is possible with God.  

 

 

Sallie O’Neal Anniversary Fellowship will be 
having their Christmas Celebration on 
Monday, December 16th at the home of Debra 
Thorington.  We will be meeting at 6 p.m. (note 
time change), bring your favorite finger food 
and 5 Christmas cards. Invite a friend to come 
along. See you Monday! 
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Bottom Line: You can have joy because anything is 

possible with God. We will face some difficult moments 

throughout our lives. But no matter what we face, we can 

find joy because God can do anything. He may still allow 

us to go through whatever we’re facing, but He’ll be with 

us and will give us what we need to get through it. 

 

Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 
 

Hang Out Events 
This week in Sunday School, we started a new series called 

Amazing Grace. Our lesson started with a race where students 

had to get from one end of the youth room to another while 

balancing a book on their head. The kicker was that someone 

had a card that said try to lose and the students who didn’t race 

had to figure out which one it was. The trick was that they all 

got a card that said try to lose. In the game of life, many 

teenagers try to lose because they feel as if they are playing 

someone else's game and the rules are being made up as they 

go. They feel like they are not good enough or they feel like 

they’ve been too bad and made too many mistakes, so they give 

up. We learned that God extended to us the gift of grace 

whether we think we deserve it or not.  
 

Don’t forget about the Angel Tree and Teddy Bear Tree. We 

will be taking donations of new or gently used stuffed animals 

for our Teddy Bear Tree to give to Manchester Police 

Department from now until December 20. Stockings are on the 

Angel Tree! There is a clipboard at the Welcome Center. 

Please write your name on the line for the number that is on 

your stocking, so that we know who has what Angel. Gifts will 

be due back to the church by December 10, so that they can be 

delivered to Headstart before they break for Christmas. If 

you’re wondering what to get your Angel, we usually do shoes, 

socks, underwear, a coat, an outfit, a toy and maybe crayons 

and a coloring book. There are bags under the tree for you to 

take as well. 
 

Our Hangout Christmas Party will be December 18 from 5:30-

7:30 p.m. 
 

We will not be meeting the week of Christmas (Dec 22 and 25) 

or New Year’s Day (Jan 1). Please spend that time with your 

families. 
 

I found pool salt in the closet in my office. I do not have a pool 

and neither does the church, so if you would like it, please let 

me know!!! 
 

Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 

amishedd@bellsouth.net 

(931) 409 - 0657 
 

 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Susan Wood Matilda Locke 
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock       Jo Lynn Longstreth 
Donna McCluskey              Sarah Marshall            Allen Niles 
Evans Baird          Mason Phillips       Aaron & Noelle Brooks 
Ben & Jenny Reyes             
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of December 15 Roger Weeks 
Week of December 22 Jim Thorington 
Coffee Time                  
December 15   Bud & Pam Riddle 
December 22   Sue Reid        
Altar Guild 
December    Brenda Bryan 
Counters  
December   Richard Dix, Mike Keeling, & Billie 

McEwen 
Greeters 
December 15 10:55 Dowe & Holly Jones 
December 22 8:25   Lois & Claus Thormaehlen 
 10:55 Dowe & Holly Jones 
Kitchen Monitor 
December    Judy Brooks 
Sunday School Greeters 
December 15 & 22   Pam Riddle 
December 29   Doris Hendrix 

Bakers/Visitors  
December 15     Lois Thormaehlen 
December 22     Pat Cassady (Baker) 
      Joane Cassady (Visitor) 
Ushers 
December      8:25   Ed Holland 
      10:55 Marlin Hoover 
Communion Preparer 
December    Marie Kimble 
 

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

Announcements 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; items 
to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no later 
than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 

POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  Please 
let us know when you move or change your address.  
Thank you! 
 

IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – Please 
notify the office with updated phone numbers so we can 
get our records up to date in case we need to contact 
you.  Thank you! 
 

Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can be 
found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video of 
sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

And don’t forget about our CHURCH APP which is 
available for your smart phone on Google Play Store or 
Apple App Store! (Mobile MFUMC) 
 

“TAPESTRY OF LIGHT – A Celtic Christmas 
Celebration” is a cantata written by Joseph Martin 
that will be presented by our Sanctuary Choir on 
Sunday morning, December 15, during the 10:55 a.m. 
service of worship. (There will be NO early service that 
day). This jubilant work is filled with tuneful carols, 
thoughtful narration, and sparkling orchestrations.  
Traditional melodies from the foundations of this 
tapestry of lights bringing to your holiday presentation 
a pleasing mixture of choruses and carols. 
 

**There is one service at 11 a.m. on 
December 15 & 29!!  Please mark your 

calendars!** 
 

White Christmas Food Boxes – We look 
forward to reaching out to those in need in our 
community during this Christmas season by 
offering a food box. Our church family has 
generously supported this ministry for many 
years, and we thank you in advance for your 
donations of money and time for completing 120 
boxes. Assembly of food boxes will begin at 3 p.m. 
on Friday, December 20 in the Fellowship Hall. 
Completion of boxes is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 21 at 8 am with pick-up starting at 9 
a.m. Donations may be made at any time during 
the month of December. Please write on the memo 
line of your check “White Christmas.” Come join us 
for a time of fellowship as we gather together to 
serve our community! Thank you!               The 
Missions Committee 
 

 
 
 
 

 

UMW & Wesley Wanderers Christmas 
Luncheon @ Patch Manor: This year’s 
Christmas Luncheon is at Patch Manor on 
December 11.  We will gather at 11 a.m. and 
start ordering food at 11:30 a.m.  Everyone is 
invited to attend!  Please call Doris Hendrix 
at 728-4544 with any questions. Sign up at the 
Welcome Center by December 4.  Thank you! 
 

UMW will NOT meet in December.  Enjoy your time 
with Family and Friends. Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! Next UMW meeting will be 
January 2020. 
 
 

Mary Frances Brantley will be at AdamsPlace.  If you 
would like to mail her a letter or a card, please send 
them to: 
Mary F. Brantley 
Assisted Living at AdamsPlace 
2927 Memorial Blvd. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
 

Poinsettia Time! 
If you would like to order a Poinsettia in memory or 
in honor of someone this Christmas season, please 
get your order to the Church Office by Thursday, 
December 12, 2019 (DATE CORRECTED BY 
CAROLYN NORFLEET).  Each poinsettia is $8 each.  
Please make your checks out to First United 
Methodist Church.  There will be Flower envelopes 
in the pews for your information and your money.  
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                 December 8 
Sunday School                                    80  
8:25 Service                                                           57 
10:55 Service                                                                      87 
Facebook Live        27 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                      Total of December 8 
Sunday School                                                              74.00  
Missions                                                                    275.00     
Coffee Time                    19.00     
White Christmas              670.00 
Flowers                              40.00 
Music     50.00 
Youth     60.00 
Required weekly                                                   9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                          10,061.00  
Year-to-date offering                                       434,764.00         
Offering needed to date                                  450,996.00 
Year-to-date Other Income                    5,000.00 
 (+/-) Difference                                                 -11,232.00                                                 
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