
December 1, 2021  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

WHAT IS ON YOUR DECEMBER TO DO LIST ? 

  

EXERCISE  

1.  Exercise your faith by inviting someone to attend 

special  worship services with you. BLUE 

CHRISTMAS, OR  CHRISTMAS EVE, OR CHOIR 

CANTATA.   

2.  Exercise your faith by reading the gospel stories 

about  the birth of Jesus daily.  

3.  Exercise your faith by praying for your 

unchurched family and friends.  

4.  Exercise your faith by sharing a Christmas gift 

with someone who cannot give you a gift in return.  

5.  Exercise your faith by saying a kind word to a 

stranger you meet.  

6   Exercise your faith by catching up on your 

financial contributions to the ministry of your local 

church.  

7.  Exercise your faith by volunteering to help with 

White Christmas Food Box, Angel Tree, and Teddy 

Bear Tree distributions.  

8.  Exercise your faith by leaving a little extra on a 

tip at the restaurant when eating out.  

9.  Exercise your faith by being extra nice to the 

cashier when purchasing  something at a store...  

10.  Exercise your faith by sharing a warm smile and 

a positive attitude to  everyone you meet this 

month.     

 

Don't forget to exercise during December.!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
 
Bro. Randy  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

FACTS ABOUT ADVENT 

   Here we are again in that special time of year 

when people all over the world celebrate 

ADVENT.  Advent for Christ-followers is a time 

when we prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ 

coming into the world over 2,000 years ago.  But 

we also look forward to the SECOND promised 

coming of the Messiah! 

   The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word 

adventus, meaning arrival, and refers to the arrival 

of Jesus Christ. Scholars and church historians 

aren’t sure exactly when Christians began observing 

Advent, but we do know that monks in the 5th 

century CE began fasting three times per week in 

November each year, either to prepare for 

Christmas or Epiphany.  During this time new 

Christians were baptized. 

   One of the main tenets about fasting is spending 

more serious time in prayer and Bible reading.  May 

we try to pray more and read our Bibles more 

during the next few weeks and then make that part 

of our weekly faith journey.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 

 

 
“I CALL HIM LORD”  Mark your calendars for 

Sunday morning, December 12 when our Sanctuary 

choir will present “I Call Him Lord,” a musical 

arranged by Dove Award winning 

composer/arranger Cliff Duren.  The choir will 

present the cantata during the 10:55 service of 

worship on that day (there is NO EARLY 

SERVICE ON DECEMBER 12th).  The musical 

features many of our favorite Christmas carols and 

hymns and has a moving video component.  Come 

and celebrate Christmas with the Sanctuary Choir! 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

December 1, 2021 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

 It is poinsettia ordering time.  If you would 

like to give a poinsettia for the altar in memory or in 

honor of someone, please see Tammy in the church 

office by December 2, 2021. 

They will be $7.00 each.  You may pay at the time you 

place your order. 

 

 

 
December 1 

Ham/Turkey & Cheese Sandwiches 

Homemade Vegetable Soup 

Chips 

Strawberry Cake 

December 8 

Hamburgers/Lettuce, Tomato, Etc. 

French Fries 

Ice Cream 

PLEASE RSVP THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU 

PLAN ON JOINING US FOR DINNER ON 

DECEMBER 1, 2021. 

 

 

 FUMC-Christian Learning Center is 

growing! Come grow with us! We are looking for Full 

Time teachers.  If you would like to work with an 

exciting, fun group of children and a wonderful 

teaching staff in a Christian environment, then we 

have the job for you! Contact Angie Gann, Director 

via email at fumc.clc@gmail.com or call 931-728-

8283. 

   The FUMC-Christian Learning Center will have 

their  children’s Christmas Program on Thursday, 

December 16, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  

This will be followed with cookies in the fellowship 

hall with none other than the jolly elf himself Santa 

Claus accompanied by Mrs. Claus.  Please plan to 

attend. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

God uses money to enable us to 
give to others 
 

“Command those who are rich…to do good, 
to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous 
and willing to share” (1 Tim. 6:17-18). 
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 KINGDOM KIDS 
 

   Christmas is in full swing in Kingdom Kids this 

week and all-around church.  We are decorating and 

looking forward to representing in the door 

decorating contest in the children's wing!  We are 

looking at you, Youth!!!!!  

   Our kiddos were out of school this past week and 

most of us adults had at least a long weekend.  We are 

all feeling the burn of a full week back on regular 

schedules of early wake ups, homework, practices, 

and routines. Slowing down to spend time in 

Thanksgiving with our families is special and our 

lessons from the orange curriculum are really great to 

incorporate that part of worship to our sweet Kiddos 

all year long.   

   This week we are talking about the impossible 

made possible by God in the story of Elizabeth and 

Zechariah found in Luke 1. Our focus this week is 

that with God ALL things are possible! So often I 

forget to expect the miraculous work that God is 

actively doing.  I pray that during this holiday season 

that I approach this Christmas with same freshness 

and wonder as our children. Pray for us as we learn 

about Christmas - Celebrating Jesus, God's greatest 

gift!  

   Can't wait to see you in church this week! 

    

In Christ, 

Jessica 

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 
 

 

Memorials  &  Honorariums 

 

Gifts were given to the projector fund in memory of 

Martha Sutton and Lonnie Ashburn by Jim & Debra 

Thorington. 
 
A gift was given to the projector fund in memory of 

her parents Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Ray by Mary Rounds. 

 

Thank you for your participation! We were 

able to send 101 shoeboxes this year! 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                  Nov 28 
Sunday School                            53 
8:25 Service                             43 
10:55 Service                                          75                           
Facebook Live        76  
                  

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                    Nov 28 
Sunday School  49.00 
Youth  100.00 
Coffee Time  15.00 
Projector Fund  125.00 
Poinsettias  56.00 
White Christmas  525.00 
Missions  135.00 
Good Samaritan  150.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  4,794.00 
YTD Offering  414,350.00 
YTD Required  441,792.00 
(+/-) Difference  -27,442.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of November 28         Mike Giffin 
Week of December 5               Jim Thorington 
 
Altar Guild 
December     Brenda Bryan 
 
Counters 
December            Richard Dix & Lois Thormaehlen 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
December     Pam Brooks  
 
Door Greeters 
December 5     Ann & Wade Stevenson  
       Dowe & Holly Jones 
December 12      Ann & Wade Stevenson  
       Dowe & Holly Jones 
 
Coffee Time 
December 5     Mike Childs 
December 12     Jack & Kay Smoyak 
 
Communion  
December 
Preparer     Jonathon Shedd 
Servers’ 1st Service         Karla Childs & Elizabeth Shedd  
 Servers’ 2nd Service                                Ken Kimble 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 

 

                     

 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 

Matilda Locke   Chris Danford   
Dorothy Bon    Garry Carter                
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Mary & Don Rounds   

 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 

Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 
they may not be listed above. 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
  Dec 1–Dec 7, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Dec 1 Teri Christian 
Dec 7 Terry Amacher 
Dec 7 Alison Stacy 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

is not listed above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 

 

 Ms. Martha Joyce Sutton, age 77, of 

Manchester passed away Friday, November 26, 

2021, at Alive Hospice in Murfreesboro. Visitation 

was held at Coffee County Funeral Chapel on 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021, at 10:30 a. m. 

Memorial Services were conducted at 11 a.m. with 

Rev. Randy Brown officiating. 
 

 

 

 

Hang Out Event 

 

   In Sunday School and at Hangout on Wednesday we 

are decorating our doors. Next Sunday we will go back 

to our regular lessons. We did not have Hangout Sunday 

night but will be back to our regular schedule next 

week.  

   There are still plenty of Angels on the Angel Tree left 

and the gift bags are near the tree as well. Gifts are due 

back Dec 12, so that I can deliver them to Head Start 

before they begin Christmas Break.  

   The Teddy Bear Tree will remain up until January at 

which point, we will take all the stuffed animals to 

MPD. 

   Thank you for all your support. 

 

Be Blessed, 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com  

 

 

White Christmas Food Boxes 

Our church will reach out to our community with 120 

food boxes during the Christmas season. This  has been a 

longstanding tradition , and we thank our church family 

in advance for donations during the month of December 

to help with the cost of this outreach project.  The boxes 

will be assembled on Friday, December 17 starting at 1 

pm in Fellowship Hall.  They will be distributed by a 

drive through manner on Saturday, December 18 starting 

at 8 am.   Please volunteer and join us these days to 

serve our community. You will receive wonderful 

fellowship and a blessing!  If you know of a family in 

need, please call Lois Thormaehlen (931-580-5908).  

Signups have already occurred at Good Sam, but we do 

have a few available!  Thank you! 

The Missions Committee 

 
 
 

Our annual BLUE CHRISTMAS service will be 

Wednesday, December 1st at 6:30 in the Sanctuary.  

This service is especially meaningful and designed for 

those who have suffered loss in the past year or those 

who fear for their future.  If you or someone you know 

can identify with recent suffering and loss, please come 

and worship with us!  There is HOPE in God! 
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