
November 24, 2021  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Blue Christmas   
 
   Every year Manchester First United Methodist 

Church provides a Blue Christmas service. This year 

the service will be Wednesday December 1, 2021 @ 

6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary of the church.  

   This year we are using the scripture;  "Comfort, 

comfort my people says the Lord".  Isaiah 

40:1.  There are many moments in our lives when we 

need comfort. There are tough times when we yearn 

for consolation.   

   The suffering people who looked for the long-

awaited Messiah were given a hoped-filled image of 

God in the writings of Isaiah.  It expresses the belief 

that no matter what happens to us, God will be there 

to comfort and support us.  Christmas can be a time 

for many when we are in need of that reassurance 

and comfort.   

   Perhaps we are grieving over the loss of  loved one, 

struggling with an illness, or have experienced the 

loss of a job.  We wonder how we will get through 

the holidays.   

Those looking for comfort, hope, wholeness, and 

renewal are invited to join the pastors and 

congregation for a time of quite reflection and 

meaningful words and music.  The design for this 

worship experience will use readings from books and 

meditations, poetry, and sacred readings.    

   I hope you will join us for this special service and 

please invite and bring other folks with you.   

 

Bro. Randy  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

   Scottish minister Alexander Whyte was 

known for his uplifting prayers in the pulpit. He 

always found something for which to be 

grateful. One Sunday morning the weather was 

so gloomy that one church member thought to 

himself, "Certainly the preacher won't think of 

anything for which to thank the Lord on a 

wretched day like this." Much to his surprise, 

however, Whyte began by praying, "We thank 

Thee, O God, that it is not always like this!” 

   In I Thessalonians 5:18 Paul exhorts the 

church “Give thanks in all circumstances, for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you.  But it sure is difficult to find a way to 

thank God when we lose control of our 

circumstances!  Perhaps that’s the issue.  We 

want desperately to control everything in our 

lives when we REALLY should be yielding 

ourselves to God’s will and purposes!  And do 

you know the difference between the 

two?  RESULTS! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 

 

 

 As we enter this time of 

Thanksgiving, we wanted to say “thank you” 

for your generosity in funding the purchase of 

our new Projector for the Sanctuary.  Our 

projector has been ordered. To date, we have 

received $6,650 of the $10,350 required.  
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It is poinsettia ordering time.  If you would like to give 

a poinsettia for the altar in memory or in honor of 

someone, please see Tammy in the church office by 

December 2, 2021. 

They will be $7.00 each.  You may pay at the time you 

place your order. 

 

Good Samaritan Volunteers 
If you would like to volunteer for Good Samaritan, 

please contact Anita Turner at 931-728-2358.  The 

Good Samaritan Volunteers for November are: 

November 29, 2021:  JaNelle Burt, Kathy Bailey, 

Elaine McKelvey, Mike & Karla Childs, and Jim & 

Debra Thorington. 

 

 
 

November 24 

Thanksgiving Break 

December 1 

Ham/Turkey & Cheese Sandwiches 

Homemade Vegetable Soup 

Chips 

Strawberry Cake 

PLEASE RSVP THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU 

PLAN ON JOINING US FOR DINNER ON 

DECEMBER 1, 2021. 

 

 

 FUMC-Christian Learning Center is 

growing! Come grow with us! We are looking for Full 

Time teachers.  If you would like to work with an 

exciting, fun group of children and a wonderful 

teaching staff in a Christian environment, then we 

have the job for you! Contact Angie Gann, Director 

via email at fumc.clc@gmail.com or call 931-728-

8283. 

   

Trustee’s Meeting will be held on Monday, 

November 29, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

When there is a need for 
people to serve the lord, we 
are to ask God to provide 
those people. 

“ . . . the harvest is plentiful, but the workers 
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field” (Luke 10:2). 
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 KINGDOM KIDS 
 

Thinking about Thanksgiving is extremely emotional 

for me!  The gratitude that comes from my heart that 

God has me in the exact place I'm supposed to be is 

sometimes overwhelming.  Six years ago this week,  I 

completed a very long year of treatment and heard the 

blessed words I wasn't sure I would ever hear: Cancer 

Free!  I had to completely surrender my life to God to 

know that whether I lived or whether I went home to 

be with Him way earlier than I expected that He was 

in control.   

   This year I'm overwhelmed with gratitude in 

working with FUMC and the children God had 

entrusted us with.  This month we are talking about 

gratitude and learning to be okay with what we have 

right now. This week we explored that further by 

heading back to the New Testament to 2 Corinthians. 

In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing 

joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich 

generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as 

they were able, and even beyond their ability. 

Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us 

for the privilege of sharing in this service to the 

Lord’s people. And they exceeded our expectations: 

They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then 

by the will of God also to us.    2 Corinthians 8:2-5 

NIV 

   Our children are so smart and are digging into 

God's word and learning to lean into Him in all they 

do. I can't wait to see what God is going to do in our 

Children's ministry! I will see you in church this 

week!  

    

In Christ, 

Jessica 

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 
 

 

Memorials  &  Honorariums 

 

Gifts were given to the projector fund by Beverly 

Smith in memory of Terry McMahan, Vivian Henley, 

Sue Reid, John Roberson, Hursel Shanks, and Jack 

Huffman. 
 
Gifts were given to the general fund by Carolyn 

Norfleet in memory of Terry McMahan and Bill Bass. 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                  Nov 21 
Sunday School                            55 
8:25 Service                             44 
10:55 Service                                          75                           
Facebook Live                         108
                 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                    Nov 21 
Sunday School  51.00 
Youth  475.00 
Coffee Time  13.00 
Projector Fund  950.00 
Memorials to General Fund 80.00 
Poinsettias  240.00 
CLC-Preschool  35.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  11,385.00 
YTD Offering  409,556.00 
YTD Required  432,588.00 
(+/-) Difference  -23,032.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of November 21       Butch Niederhauser 
Week of November 28        Mike Giffin 
 
Altar Guild 
November             Anita Turner & JaNelle Burt 
December     Brenda Bryan 
 
Counters 
November                Frank Langham & Max Hester 
December            Richard Dix & Lois Thormaehlen 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
November     Nellie Leonard 
December     Pam Brooks  
 
Door Greeters 
November 28           Susan & Rich Wakeman 
                                                 John & Shandra Richardson 
December 5     Ann & Wade Stevenson  
       Dowe & Holly Jones 
 
Coffee Time 
November 28    Mike Childs 
December 5     Mike Childs 
 
Communion  
December 
Preparer     Jonathon Shedd 
Servers’ 1st Service         Karla Childs & Elizabeth Shedd  
 Servers’ 2nd Service                                Ken Kimble 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 
 

                     

 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 

Matilda Locke   Chris Danford   
Dorothy Bon    Garry Carter                
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Mary & Don Rounds   

 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 

Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 
they may not be listed above. 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
  Nov 24–Nov 30, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Nov 24 Judy Starr 
Nov 24 Wade Stevenson 
Nov 25 Holly Jones 
Nov 27 Doris Hendrix 
Nov 28 Chrissy Henley 
Nov 28 Donna Welch 
Nov 30 Makenna Orrick 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

is not listed above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 

 

The Church office will be closed Thursday and 

Friday, November 25th & 26th for the 

Thanksgiving holiday.  Hope you have a Happy 

Thanksgiving. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hang Out Event 

 

    In Sunday School this week, we did lesson 2 in Your 

Time is Now with Jonathan Evans. The title of the lesson 

was “But”. He talked about Joshua 7 that starts with the 

word “but”. Up to this point in the book of Joshua, the 

Israelites had experienced victory after victory. When 

they enter Jericho, they are told they can have everything 

except the gold and silver. The gold and silver were to be 

set apart as God’s part of the victory. Achan took some 

of the gold and silver for himself and the Israelites lost 

their next battle because of it. That’s where the “but” 

comes into play from Joshua 7. He gave a very good 

example when he said that a team can win a 

championship, but the trophy belongs to the team. No 

one player owns it. It’s important for us to remember to 

give God what is His and not keep it for ourselves 

because then we lose the blessing.  

   There is no Hangout this Wednesday, but Sunday night 

we are doing the lesson that goes along with episode 1 of 

Chosen. At the end of the episode, Jesus calls Mary 

Magdalene by her name and changes her life when he 

heals her from the demons that have plagued her for her 

entire adult life. Just like Jesus called her; He calls each 

and every one of us. He calls us from a life of sin which 

leads to death into a life of obedience to Him which can 

lead to everlasting life with Him. 

   The Teddy Bear Tree will be up through the end of 

December for all your gently used stuffed animals. They 

will be taken to the Police Department to hand out to 

children who are involved in their calls. 

   We have around 90 Angels on the Angel Tree. Those 

gifts need to be returned by December 12, so I have time 

to get them ready and delivered to Head Start before 

their Christmas break. Bags for Angel Tree gifts should 

be in this week and will be placed under the tree for you 

to put your gifts in before returning them. Please tape the 

Angel on your bag so we know who it needs to go to. 

 

Be Blessed, 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com  
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