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 From the Pastor’s Desk 
1. Church to you and yours may God bless and keep you 

and a very Happy Thanksgiving! 

2. Please remember our stewardship campaign concludes 

Sunday, 4 December when will turn in our time/talent 

card and pledge card for 2023. 

3. Erich Fromm, a social psychologist, psychoanalyst, 

and humanistic philosopher asked the following question, “If 

I am what I have and if I lose what I have who then am I?”  

Think About It: Did you know that prior to President 

Lincoln’s Proclamation of a National Day of Thanksgiving 

on Oct 3, 1863, that each state scheduled its own 

Thanksgiving holiday at different times, mainly in New 

England and other Northern states with little observation if 

any in the Southern states. President Lincoln, amid the Civil 

War, issued his proclamation for a National Day of 

Thanksgiving in response to the written request from 74-

year-old Mrs. Sarah J. Hale, editor of Godey's Lady's Book, 

who had requested every president for the last 17 years to do 

the same.  

   As you know, Thanksgiving was officially inaugurated as a 

national holiday via the Lincoln Proclamation of 

Thanksgiving to give thanks to God, petition for the 

continuance of the multiple blessings of our national life, for 

the healing of the nation and to bring to remembrance and to 

attend to the suffering of our fellow citizens. Indeed, 

Americans in various ways still observe the National Day of 

Thanksgiving. 

    However, back to Erich Fromm’s quote, “If I am what I 

have and if I lose what I have who then am I? What if we 

lose our ability to travel freely, to engage with our families 

and friends, what if we lose all forms of prior normalcy, 

what if all our plans are put on hold, or even worst our own 

life threatened, and our world turned upside down? What 

then do we have to be thankful for? The answer is you still 

retain the ability to choose yourself. To be able to choose 

yourself is something to always celebrate and be thankful 

for. Especially when as human beings we understand that the 

meaning of life is not based on the answer to our questions 

of, “what is the meaning of life”, but rather on our answer to 

the questions that life ask us: shall we use the gift of our 

human agency to continue to make decisions and positively 

… Continued on Page 4  

 

 

   A NOTE FROM DANA… 
   Scottish minister Alexander Whyte was known for 

his uplifting prayers in the pulpit. He always found 

something for which to be grateful. One Sunday 

morning the weather was so gloomy that one church 

member thought to himself, "Certainly the preacher 

won't think of anything for which to thank the Lord on 

a wretched day like this." Much to his surprise, 

however, Whyte began by praying, "We thank Thee, 

O God, that it is not always like this!" 

Pam and I hope you will find much to be thankful for 

this Thanksgiving!  We are both very thankful for you! 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

November 21-25, 2022 – FUMC-CLC Thanksgiving 

Break 

November 24-25, 2022 - Church Office Closed for 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

December 7, 2022 –  January 11, 2023 -  Last 

Wednesday for Kingdom Kids /Wednesday Night 

Meals 

December 11, 2022 – Christmas Cantata 11:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

December 14, 2022 – Blue Christmas Service 6:30 

p.m. Sanctuary 

December 14, 2022 – Youth Last Wednesday 

December 15, 2022 – FUMC-CLC Christmas 

Musical, Cookies with Santa 6:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall 

December 16, 2022 – White Christmas boxes filled 

2:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall 

December 17, 2022 – White Christmas Boxes 

distributed 8:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall 

December 18, 2022 – Youth Christmas Party 

December 19, 2022 - January 3, 2023 -  FUMC-CLC 

Christmas Break 

December 23, 2022- Church Office Closed 

(Christmas Eve Holiday) 

December 27, 2022 – Church Office Closed 

(Christmas Day Holiday) 

January 2, 2023 – Church Office Closed (New Year’s 

Day Holiday) 

February 27, 2023- Church Conference -

Disaffiliation 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

November 23, 2022 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Stephen Lee          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number      

 

Please Make Note: Our Church Conference for the purposes 

of voting on whether to disaffiliate from the UMC is Monday, 

February 27, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.   Only professing members 

attending in person can vote. Everyone is invited to attend. 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk …From Page 1 
impact the world about us? Shall we be responsible human 

beings who forge ahead carrying out our “specific vocations, 

calling, or mission” in life to fulfillment - even as or if the 

world and all its circumstances attempts to reduce us to abject 

misery? (i.) 

Action: In 1863, 17 years of failure turned into victory when 

Mrs. Sarah J. Hale once again choose to champion a National 

Day of Thanksgiving. Her action was in reply to life’s 

questions of her. Sarah Hale, will you choose yourself and use 

your free will to give yourself to your life’s mission even now 

as our Nation lays divided and embroiled in a bitter Civil War 

and in the face of the failure of all your previous attempts? 

Obviously, she answered yes, I will, to life’s questions – and 

so must we in the face of the hundred other trials and 

distresses of life. Choose to remember our free agency that 

God has endowed each of us with that gives us the ability to 

always enact our responsible self in all situations and be 

eternally thankful for such a great gift.  

Prayer Thread: Holy Lord, help me and empower me to 

choose myself, my God given agency and responsibility to live 

out my vocation, my calling, and mission to proliferate 

godliness even in the face of overwhelming despair; help me 

to live the life of Christ and be thankful that I am saved and 

empowered by your enduring mercy, love, and the work of the 

Holy Spirit. To God’s glory, Amen. 

(Scriptural links: Philippians 2:12; Deuteronomy 30:19, (I.) 

Man’s Search for Meaning, Victor E. Frankl) 
 

Manchester First United Methodist Church 

would like to extend our condolences and prayers to JoAnn 

Jackson and Family on the passing of Charles Jackson. 

 

 Manchester First United Methodist 

regrets to inform the passing of Jimmie Bell, and we would 

like to extend our condolences and prayers to her daughter 

Brenda and Family.   
 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 

November 23, 2022:  Thanksgiving Break 
November 30, 2022:  Ham/Turkey/Cheese Sandwiches, 

Lettuce/Tomato, Homemade Vegetable Soup, Dessert: 

Brownies 

Meals will begin at 5:30 Please, your RSVP is needed by 

the Tuesday prior to each meal by calling the church office 

at 931-728-4624 
 
 

Faithful Stewards of God’s Infinite Grace 

“Each one should use whatever gift 
he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God’s grace 
in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10). 
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Memorials & Honorariums 

Gifts were given to the general fund in memory of Judy 

Starr by Jeanne Sharp and Beverly Smith. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of Lillian 

Nolen by Beverly Smith. 

 

A gift was given to missions in memory of Lillian Nolen 

by Frank Langham.  

 

A gift was given to missions in memory of Jimmie Bell by 

Frank Langham.  

 

A gift was given to youth in memory of Jimmie Bell by 

Barbara Arp and Pat Lillard.   

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of Jimmie 

Bell by the Dix Family.  

 

  FUMC-CLC HAPPENINGS 

    Thanksgiving…what does it mean to you? Is it just a 

day that we gather once a year with family and enjoy 

turkey, all the fixings and pumpkin pie or does it mean 

something more? Thanksgiving is one of my favorite 

holidays and while I love all the food and time with my 

family, I always strive to take time with my family during 

that day and reflect on ALL the people & things that we 

are most thankful & grateful for.  It’s easy to say we are 

thankful, but do we really live that daily?  Just something 

for us all to ponder on during this Thanksgiving holiday. I 

hope you all have a blessed Thanksgiving with your 

family. I am so thankful to be leading our preschool 

ministry & thankful to be working alongside such 

wonderful staff members at FUMC. 

   Our Thanksgiving lunch was wonderful. As always, Ms. 

Princess did an amazing job on our Thanksgiving meal. It 

was delicious. A BIG thank you to everyone that 

volunteered to help make both days a great day for our 

preschool families and our church members. If you 

couldn’t attend, then we will look forward to seeing you 

next year. Please make plans to attend our FUMC-CLC 

Christmas Musical on Thursday, December 15, 2022 @ 

6:00 pm. You don’t want to miss it. 

  As always please keep the FUMC-CLC staff in your 

prayers as we teach, love and care for the students as well 

as all the ministries & pastor of our church. Happy 

Thanksgiving!!! 
   
Be the LIGHT. 

Mrs. Angie 

FUMC-Christian Learning Center 

Fumc.clc@gmail.com 
 
 
 

I Will Support My Church with My Presence 
Attendance:                    Nov 20 
Sunday School                              40 
8:25 Service                        44 
10:55 Service                                        107                        
Facebook Live                    140
                      
I Will Support My Church with My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     
    Nov 20 
Sunday School  103.00 
Missions     720.00 
Youth  657.00 
Memorials General Fund                        125.00 
Standing Stone  10.00 
Coffee Time  23.00 
FUMC-CLC  435.00 
White Christmas  50.00 
Weekly Required  9,684.00 
Contributions  5,189.00 
YTD Offering             396,720.00 
YTD Required             455,148.00 
(+/-) Difference             -58,428.00 
 
I Will Support My Church with My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of November 20       Butch Niederhauser 
Week of November 27                  Jerry Watkins 
 
Altar Guild 
November     JaNelle Burt & Trish Porter 
December                       Debra Thorington 
 
Counters 
November                         Frank Langham & Richard Dix 
December                     Lois Thormaehlen & Richard Dix 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
November                                                      Nellie Leonard 
December                                                           Pam Brooks 
 
Door Greeters 
November 27                               Debra & Jim Thorington 
                                                 John & Shandra Richardson 
December 4                                  Ann & Wade Stevcnson 
      Mike & Julie Giffin  
                                                      
Coffee Time 
November 27                                    Sarah Potuk                     
December 4                                    Sarah Potuk                      
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 
“Thank you everyone and the UMW (WSCS) women for 

honoring us five ladies at the late service on November 

20th. It was a blessing!” – Mary Rounds  
 

Update for Stewardship Forms: Stewardship Forms are 

now due December 4th. If you need new forms, please 

call the church office at 931-728-4624, or pick up forms 

at the back table in the Sanctuary.  
 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Chris Danford   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Billie Danford   Garry Carter 
Matilda Locke   Ryan Moorehead  
Dorothy Bon   Phyllis Dix 
Bishop McAlilly                           Barbara Cagle 
Chris Tench       Mary & Don Rounds 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would like 

your name removed from the prayer listing. 
 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 
Nov 23 – Nov 29, 2022 Church Family Birthdays 

Nov 24 Wade Stevenson 
Nov 25 Holly Jones 
Nov 27 Doris Hendrix 
Nov 28 Chrissy Henley 
Nov 28 Donna Welch 

 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

does not appear above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 
 
New Women’s Study:  Living Like You Belong to 

God: God calls us to a life of joy, obedience, and 

trust.  He calls us to be different from those around 

us.  He calls us to be holy.  Join the Mary and Martha 

Sunday School class for a 6-week study of holiness.  Find 

out why holiness and happiness go together.  Perfect for 

the busy holiday season, our lessons can be completed in 

class together.  This study will start on Sunday, Nov. 27 

at 10 o’clock in room 216.  
 
Wednesday Night Bible Study:  New Advent Study 

beginning November 30, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. in the parlor 

 
 
 

Hang Out Event 
 

Hello, Church! 

   Angel Tree and Teddy Bear Tree are up! Red Angels 

should be girls, and Green Angels should be boys, but 

please double check to make sure. Please make sure you 

sign your Angel out at the Welcome Center. Just sign 

your name by your Angel number. Gifts are due back 

Dec. 11 and will be delivered that week. If you have any 

questions, please let me know. 

   Teddy Bears will be delivered to McArthur Manor on 

Christmas morning. As soon as I have enough for each 

resident, I will put the tree up. Any Sunday School class 

that would like to go with us to McArthur Manor 

Christmas morning, is more than welcome to. Just let me 

know. 

   Thank you to all of you that helped with our 

Thanksgiving meal Sunday! I truly appreciate it! 

   No fundraisers again until January, so we can focus on 

Angel Tree and Teddy Bear Tree, but please remember 

us when you are giving throughout the holiday season! 

At this point we have raised $9,189! Thank you all for 

your support! 
 
See you Sunday! Be Blessed! 
 
Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS    

   Much has been said about Thanksgiving.  However,  

some things bear repeating.   We live in a land where 

most of us have plenty; more than plenty. We are so 

blessed that we have all that we have. More importantly, 

we have each other. We are free to worship God.  And 

we are free to worship God how we see fit. We are not 

forced into one way of thinking, and the spirit is free to 

work in each of our hearts and lives.  

   I am thankful for each of our Kingdom Kids. They are 

smart, thoughtful, and kind.  They are learning about 

Jesus, and it is due to your generosity.  Thank you for all 

you do! Because of the tireless work of our dedicated 

volunteers and church support, foundations are being 

built, and lives are being changed.  I am so grateful to 

get to be a part of this work. I am so grateful for each 

person supporting our ministry.  This holiday take time 

to stop,  take a breath, and to be thankful!  
 

In Christ,  

Jessica  
kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 
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