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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

The Holiday Season is fast approaching. 

We are going to do something for the first-time this year 

at Manchester First United Methodist Church.  On 

Wednesday Evening, December the 11th, we are going to 

have a worship service. The name of this worship service 

is "BLUE CHRISTMAS." This worship service has 

nothing to do with Elvis or the song that he made famous 

by the same name. The name of this service is "Blue 

Christmas" because sometimes people feel "BLUE" at 

Christmas.  Perhaps you have lost a loved one, through 

death or divorce and you are feeling BLUE.  People feel 

BLUE if they have lost a job or have had another type of 

loss. This worship service in designed to help anyone 

feeling BLUE to cope with loss during the Holiday 

season.  This worship service is open to anyone in the 

community. All are welcome. I along with the rest of the 

staff and the Worship Committee really hope you will 

come and experience this very meaningful worship 

service.  We also hope that you will tell your friends about 

this service and that they will come and be blessed by this 

special service. 

You will be hearing more about this, but the service will be 

held here at MFUMC in the sanctuary at 6:00 p.m. on 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019. 

I am asking you to pray for the people who will come to 

this service, pray that those who are feeling Blue during 

this Christmas season will attend, and that it will lighten 

the burden that they feel during the Christmas season of 

2019. 
 

See You Sunday, 
 

Bro.  Randy  

 
A NOTE FROM DANA… 

When I was graduated from high school in 1972, the 

Vietnam War was going on and consequently so was the 

draft.  I signed up when I turned 18, but my number was 

never called.  We began to pull troops out of Vietnam 

shortly after that.  But even though I never served in the 

Armed Forces, I have a very healthy respect for people who 

have served or are currently serving.   

So, how do we really say an adequate THANK YOU to 

these brave men and women, our veterans?  Oh, we 

recognize them in worship at church and we show the 

video.  We participate in Veteran's Day parades and we 
 

 
In week 2, we continue David’s story and his friendship with 

Jonathan. Throughout 1 Samuel 19-20, we discover that 

Jonathan should have been next in line for the throne, but 

instead he understood God’s plans for David. Jonathan, in an 

ultimate act of honor and loyalty, gave David his robe, his 

sword, and his bow. In return, David makes a unique promise 

to look out for Jonathan and his family, even though they 

could be a threat to his kingdom. Bottom Line: Honor 

others by putting them first. Kids can be very ego-centric, 

where life is all about them all the time. In this phase of life, 

they can hardly help it. But at some point, kids should 

understand that putting others first is important. This is what 

Jesus did for us, and we can show others His love by doing 

the same.  

I have it on good authority that Santa Claus will be visiting 

on Wednesday, November 20! He and his wife will be posing 

for pictures with the kids. All are invited! 
 

Mrs. Jackie 
 

Jacqueline Connelly 

Jackiemconnelly@aol.com  

post pictures of our fathers, mothers, sisters and brothers 

(who are veterans) on social media.  All of this is well 

and good.  And no doubt our veterans deserve this 

recognition and then some!  But I was thinking that 

another way we might honor them is to live a life that is 

worthy of their service.  After all, we enjoy freedom in 

America because of our veterans' service to our 

country.  So how about let's agree to be good citizens.  

How about we take responsibility for our actions, good 

and not so good.  Let's love our neighbors, obey the laws 

of the land, pray for our leaders (right up to the Oval 

Office!), respect the opinions of others, teach "our 

children well" (thank you Crosby, Stills and Nash!), and 

above all, serve God, and live, love, think and act like 

Jesus!  I just think a life well lived is a great tribute to 

our veterans who have sacrificed part or even all of 

THEIR lives to make ours better.  So, on this Veterans 

Day 2019, THANK YOU VETERANS! 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

November 13, 2019 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone # 

 

Mary Frances Brantley will be at AdamsPlace for the 
month of November.  If you would like to mail her a 
letter or a card, please send them to: 
Mary F. Brantley 
Assisted Living at AdamsPlace 
2927 Memorial Blvd. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
 

Poinsettia Time! 
If you would like to order a Poinsettia in memory or 
in honor of someone this Christmas season, please 
get your order to the Church Office by December 19, 
2019.  Each poinsettia is $8 each.  Please make your 
checks out to First United Methodist Church.  There 
will be Flower envelopes in the pews for your 
information and your money.  
 
Prayer concerns:  
Nov 13th   Our Wednesday evening activities at 
MFUMC 
Nov 14th   Our local Schools, teachers, administration, 
staff, and students 
Nov 15th   Our home bound and hospitalized members 
and their care givers 
Nov 16th   Our Worship Services and Sunday School 
Classes tomorrow. 
Nov 17th   Our government leaders on every level.  
Nov 18th   Our first responders: Fire, Police, and EMT 
organizations in the community. 
Nov 19th       Our age level groups in the church and the 
ministries that they are involved in: Wesley Wanderers, 
Children, and youth etc.  
 
UMW & Wesley Wanderers Christmas Luncheon 
@ Patch Manor: This years Christmas Luncheon 
is at Patch Manor on December 11.  We will 
gather at 11 a.m. and start ordering food at 11:30 
a.m.  Everyone is invited to attend!  Please call 
Doris Hendrix at 728-4544 to RSVP by December 
4 or sign up at the Welcome Center.  Thank you! 
 
Faith Missions supports the Ministry of Blue Monarch 
which teaches women how to parent and how to live 
Godly lives. There is a planned curriculum and when it is 
completed, there is a graduation.  You are invited to a 
Blue Monarch graduation on Sunday, November 17 at 3 
p.m. at the Blue Monarch campus.  For information or 
directions, contact info@bluemonarch.org or call 931-
924-8900. 
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Hang Out Events 
Reesa and I survived Lakeshore! We ended up taking 10 kids 

with us and we brought all 10 kids back! We had a good time, 

but as a group have decided that we need more spiritually than 

what Lakeshore had to offer, so we will be exploring other 

options for next winter.  
 

We hope to see you in the Fellowship Hall for our Gumbo 

Fundraiser this Sunday. If you have not purchased a ticket, we 

will serve on a first come first serve basis beginning at 12:00. 

Everything will be packaged to go, but if you would like to stay 

and eat at church, we will have bowls, spoons, and drinks 

available. 
 

The Angel Tree and the Teddy Bear Tree are up and ready for 

you. We will be taking donations of stuffed animals for our 

Teddy Bear Tree to give to Manchester Police Department 

from now until December 20. Stockings are on the Angel Tree! 

There is a clipboard at the Welcome Center. Please write your 

name on the line for the number that is on your stocking, so 

that we know who has what Angel. Gifts will be due back to 

the church by December 10, so that they can be delivered to 

Headstart before they break for Christmas. 
 

Hangout did not meet on Sunday because of Lakeshore. We 

will not meet again on the 17th because of our Gumbo 

Fundraiser. We will meet as usual on Wednesday where we 

will be studying the book of Mark.  
 

Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 

amishedd@bellsouth.net 

(931) 409 - 0657 
 

 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Susan Wood Matilda Locke 
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock       Jo Lynn Longstreth 
Donna McCluskey              Sarah Marshall            Allen Niles 
Jimmy & Tina Stephens       Evans Baird         Mason Phillips 
Ben & Jenny Reyes            Phyllis Archer       Dennis DeLong  
Tom Zimmerman      

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

The most important aspect of serving the Lord is 
simply making ourselves available. 

“Now it is required that those who have been given 
a trust must prove faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). 

I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of November 17 Jack Smoyak 
Week of November 24 Freddie Fibelkorn 
Coffee Time                  
November 17   Mike & Julie Giffin 
Nov. 24 & Dec. 1  JaNelle Burt        
Altar Guild 
November   Anita Turner & JaNelle Burt 
December    Brenda Bryan 
Counters  
November   Max Hester & Claus Thormaehlen 
December   Richard Dix, Mike Keeling, & Billie 

McEwen 
Greeters 
November 17 & 24 8:25 Susan & Rich Wakeman 
 10:55 James Cardwell & Suzanne 

Smead 
December 1 & 8 8:25 Ann & Wade Stevenson 
 10:55 John & Shandra Richardson 
Kitchen Monitor 
November    Nellie Leonard 
December    Judy Brooks 
Sunday School Greeters 
November 17   Lois Thormaehlen 
November 24   Patricia Anderson 

Bakers/Visitors  
November 17     Melissa Cope (Baker) 
      Roger & Kimla Weeks (Visitors) 
November 24     Bea Ferrell 
Ushers 
November    8:25    Butch Niederhauser 
    10:55  Marlin Hoover 
Communion Preparer 
December    Marie Kimble 
Good Samaritan Volunteers 
November 18 – Susan Wakeman, Marie Kimble, Doris 

Hendrix, Max Hester, Topsy Layne 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

Announcements 
The SANCTUARY CHOIR meets for rehearsal this 
coming Wednesday evening at 7:15 p.m. in the Choir 
Room. 
 

The Men’s Chorus WILL MEET Sunday evening at 5 
p.m. in the choir room for rehearsal! 
 

DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; items 
to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no later 
than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 

POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  Please 
let us know when you move or change your address.  
Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – Please 
notify the office with updated phone numbers so we can 
get our records up to date in case we need to contact 
you.  Thank you! 
 

Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can be 
found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video of 
sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

And don’t forget about our CHURCH APP which is 
available for your smart phone on Google Play Store or 
Apple App Store! (Mobile MFUMC) 
 

ROTARY CLUB CHRISTMAS CHOIR will proudly 
present their annual Christmas Concert on Friday and 
Saturday, December 6 & 7, 7 p.m. in the sanctuary of 
Trinity Baptist Church, 1513 McArthur Street, here in 
Manchester. The concert will feature seasonal music 
from several genres and a guest appearance from our 
very own Ms. Brooke Hazen.  The concert is free to the 
public and is a gift to our community from the 
Manchester Rotary Club. 

 

Wednesday Night Dinners 
November 13: Homemade Meatloaf, mashed 
potatoes, broccoli with cheese, tossed salad with 
dressing, and a roll.  Dessert: Orange Dreamsicle Cake 
November 20: Homemade Lasagna, tossed salad 
with dressing, corn on the cob, and garlic bread.  
Dessert: Brownies 
 
 

DISCIPLE 3 FASTRACK BIBLE STUDY group will 
meet on Sunday at 3:30 p.m. in room 219.   
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD – ‘T'is the 
season for Samaritan’s Purse Shoeboxes. There are 
paper and plastic boxes at the Welcome Center.  
Please fill shoeboxes and bring to the church before 
November 24.  The boxes will be blessed on the altar 
November 24 before they are taken to the 
distribution center. Thank you for your 
participation. 
 
 

The Coffee County Ministerial Association will again 
this year sponsor the annual Community Wide 
Thanksgiving service, Tuesday evening 
November 26, 2019 at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary of St. 
Bede’s Episcopal church.  The church is located at 93 
St. Bede’s Drive.  Guest preacher will be Fr. Joel 
Hassell, Anglican minister from Tullahoma.  Our 
Men’s Chorus will perform a few songs! Everyone is 
invited to attend.    
 
Motlow State is hosting an event: Motlow 
State 500 lb. Giveaway “keeping community 
in community college” on November 16 
(DATE CHANGED PER MOTLOW), 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at the Moore County Campus.  
Volunteers will be assisting the community 
members in the shopping process – which 
will include working tables, organizing food, 
loading and unloading cars, pushing 
shopping carts, and bagging food items.  If 
interested in volunteering, please contact 
Katie Reid at 931-393-1614 or email 
kreid@mscc.edu!  
 
“To the Fellowship Sunday School Class: 
Thank you so much for giving me the honor 
of the new handbell.  It was a great pleasure 
to learn how to play the handbells and to be 
treasurer of such a caring class. 
    Susan Wood” 
 
Reverend Billy Ray Panter turns 90 on November 14.  
If you would like to send him a card, his address is: 
5151 Emory Oak Circle 
No. 606 
Bessemer, AL 35022 
 
The November meeting for Sallie O’Neal 
Anniversary Fellowship will be Monday, 
November 18, 7 p.m. at the home of Kaye 
Tracy.  This will be our World Thank Offering 
program presented by JaNelle Burt. An 
offering will be taken.  We will meet at the 
church to carpool by 6:40 p.m. Look forward 
to seeing everyone there! 
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