
November 10, 2021  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

   Ready or not the holiday season is upon us. People 

are already making plans for Thanksgiving, 

Christmas, New Years, and all of the things that go 

with those Holidays.  

   I hope that this holiday season you will be 

intentional about doing something different and 

starting new traditions. Maybe there are broken 

relationships that need to be mended. The Salvation 

Army may need volunteers to ring bells at those red 

kettles. Maybe you would want to do a shoe box for 

Operation Christmas Child. You may want to give a 

special gift to Good Samaritan Ministries of 

Manchester. Read the Christmas Story in the gospels 

at least once a week. Read it with someone and share 

your favorite parts of the story with them. Share 

other new ideas with family and friends.   

   Let me know about new things you are doing or are 

planning to do this Christmas so we can share them 

with others.  

 

See you Sunday,  

Randy     

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

One of the most beloved oratorios ever written is 

George F. Handel’s “Messiah.”  It is, of course very 

popular during Christmas and Easter.  The Lord 

Lieutenant in Dublin, Ireland commissioned Handel 

to write the piece and it premiered in Dublin in 

1742. 

   The most famous song from the “Messiah” is the 

“Hallelujah” chorus. Have you ever been to a live 

performance of this work? It is traditional that 

people STAND whenever they hear the opening of 

“Hallelujah.”  You might be interested in knowing 

that this tradition began at the London premier of 

the oratorio in 1743 with King George II in 

attendance. The King stood during the 

singing/playing of “Hallelujah” – and so did 

everyone else in attendance! Why did the King 

stand? Perhaps he was that greatly moved. I believe 

he grew tired of sitting (the “Messiah” is really 

LONG!) and he just needed to stretch a bit! 

Whatever the reason, the tradition, along with the 

magnificent music is still with us!  

   So, if you get to experience a live performance of 

this great music work this Advent/Christmas season, 

take a pillow or something soft to sit on. But be sure 

to stand during the “Hallelujah” chorus! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

November 10, 2021 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

You are invited to Thanksgiving Lunch 
The FUMC-Christian Learning Center is hosting 

Thanksgiving Lunch for our Preschool Students, 

Student’s Families, and our Church Family.                                                                                                                                                                             

Lunch will be served Thursday, November 18 and 

Friday, November 19 between 11-12:30. 

If you would like to attend, please RSVP to Tammy in 

our Church Office [931.728.4624] no later than 

November 8. 

There is no charge for the lunch. Donations to help 

cover the cost are greatly appreciated.  

We are thankful for the blessing of our FUMC – 

Christian Learning Center Staff and Families. Please 

come and have lunch with our awesome FUMC – 

Christian Learning Center Students. 

 

 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS…Continued from Page 2 

 

   For me, church is my safe place and a connection to 

God. And so much of that feeling of safeness is the 

warm and kind faces we have at our church. For some 

who have not yet established that warmth, safeness, 

and Love; that first step of coming to church can be 

scary, intimidating, and overwhelming. It’s very hard 

for me to remember that feeling but I have been 

reminded in the questions of our sweet new faces these 

past few weeks to stop and remember,  where do I 

sit?  When do I stand? Do I sing out loud? Where is 

the restroom? What if no one talks to me? What if 

someone talks to me? It’s a lot for someone new to 

take in.  But with all that newness and with that first 

step, you all step in and just embrace, guide and love 

on each and every person coming through God’s 

doors.  

I’ll see you this week in church!  

 

In Christ, 

Jessica 

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 

When there is a need for 
people to serve the lord, we 
are to ask God to provide 
those people. 

“ . . . the harvest is plentiful, but the workers 
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field” (Luke 10:2). 
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 KINGDOM KIDS 
 

   This week was such a fun week in Kingdom Kids! 

We have the greatest group of children! They are fun, 

engaging and soaking up God’s word as we continue 

to learn about Contentment. We moved from Paul in 

prison back to the Old Testament and are learning 

about King Ahab this week. These children’s lessons 

also challenge me to think about where I can be like 

King Ahab. As we teach these wonderful lessons, our 

children are also learning to use their Bibles, to seek 

out God and how to dig into God’s word. We also 

have a great deal of fun. There are a lot of laughs and 

silliness as we establish what I hope to be a lifelong 

love of God’s word. 

   My challenge to you this week, is to think of one 

family, friend, or acquaintance who doesn’t have a 

church home yet and invite them to church. Often the 

connection of having just been invited might be the 

way to overcome the obstacle of coming to church 

that first time. Having been in church my whole life, I 

often forget how intimidating new places, experiences 

and new people can be. We have some new faces in 

our children’s ministry, and they are great about 

asking all the questions: What are the crosses for? 

What are we doing with those bells? Why candles? 

Why do you drink that juice? I think it’s easier with 

children as they are in school, in learning mode, and 

so many things are new for them.  

                                                  …Continued Page 4  

 

Memorials  &  Honorariums 

 
A gift was given to the projector fund in memory of 

Sue Draheim by Bill & Kaye Tracy. 
 
A gift was given in to the general fund in memory of 

Charlie Goad by Roger & Kimla Weeks. 
 
A gift was given to the general fund in memory of 

Bill Bass by Bud & Pam Riddle. 
 

 
November 10 

Baked Ziti/French Bread 

Tossed Salad/Asst Dressings 

Chocolate Cake 

November 17 

Chicken Tenders/Dinner Rolls 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Green Beans 

Homemade Brownie 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                    Nov 7 
Sunday School                            53 
8:25 Service                             37 
10:55 Service                                          82                            
Facebook Live                           41
                 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                      Nov 7 
Sunday School  87.00 
Youth  60.00 
Missions   615.00 
Coffee Time  14.00 
Family Fund  25.00 
Projector Fund  150.00 
Memorials to General Fund 50.00 
Communion Rail  40.00 
Wed Night Meals  12.00 
Non-Cash Gifts  411.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  16,276.00 
YTD Offering  392,492.00 
YTD Required  414,180.00 
(+/-) Difference  -21,688.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of November 7       Jay Trussler 
Week Of November 14           Freddie Fibelkorn 
 
Altar Guild 
November             Anita Turner & JaNelle Burt 
December     Brenda Bryan 
 
Counters 
November                Frank Langham & Max Hester 
December            Richard Dix & Lois Thormaehlen 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
November     Nellie Leonard 
December     Pam Brooks  
 
Door Greeters 
November 14     JaNelle Burt & Teri Christian 
      Dennis & Brenda Bryan 
November 21               Susan & Rich Wakeman 
                                                 John & Shandra Richardson  
 
Coffee Time 
November 14     Jim & Debra Thorington 
November 21                               Jim & Debra Thorington 
 
Communion  
December 
Preparer     Jonathon Shedd 
Servers’ 1st Service         Karla Childs & Elizabeth Shedd  
 Servers’ 2nd Service                                Ken Kimble 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 
 

                     

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 

Matilda Locke   Chris Danford   
Dorothy Bon    Mary & Don Rounds 
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would like 

your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
  Nov 10–Nov 16, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Nov 10 Daniel Brooks 
Nov 14 Jon McHann 
Nov 15 Dusti Brooks 
Nov 15 Fay Wells 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

is not listed above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 

 

 

 It is time for Samaritan’s Purse 

Shoeboxes again. There are paper boxes and 

brochures at the ramp entrance under the coat rack. 

Please bring shoeboxes to the church by November 

21st. They will be blessed on the altar November 21st 

before they are taken to the collection center. Thank 

you for your participation. 
 
 
 

 

Hang Out Event 

  This Sunday in Sunday School and at Hangout, we put 

the Angel Tree and the Teddy Bear Tree up. They are 

now up and ready for business. As most of you know, 

we adopt the Head Start students who typically come 

from low-income families. For some of these kids, what 

is in their bag, is all they get for Christmas. Those angels 

are numbers 1-59. Then we do our Hispanic youth as 

well as the Hispanic children that come on Wednesday 

nights. These angels start at 60 and go up from there. As 

of right now (Sunday night) we have 66 angels. We still 

have some youth, and our Wednesday night kids to go. 

Per request, I have tried to make all the girls red angels 

and the boys green angels. If I missed one, I apologize. 

My family usually tries to get our angels socks, shoes, at 

least one outfit, a coat, undergarments, and their special 

request. The Angel Tree is located by the Welcome 

Center. You simply take an Angel, look at the number 

on the Angel, and write your name down on the 

clipboard beside that number. The clipboard is on the 

Welcome Center desk. Gift bags have not been put out 

yet, but I am ordering them and hope to get them in 

soon. Angel Tree gifts are due back at church by 

December 12. The Teddy Bear Tree is located near the 

church office. This is where we collect new or gently 

used stuffed animals to donate to the Manchester Police 

Department. They give these animals out to children 

they encounter on their calls to help give them some 

comfort. Stuffed animals for the Teddy Bear Tree will be 

collected until the end of December. If you have any 

questions about the Angel Tree or the Teddy Bear Tree, 

please let me know. 

   Special thanks to all of you who helped get the Teddy 

Bear Tree and the Angel Tree up and running so quickly! 

   Wednesday night at Hangout we will continue our 

study of who we are in Christ. We’ve been reading 

through the Gospels working on this for several weeks 

now, and it has been a very good study. It’s important 

for our teens to understand who Jesus says we are in 

Him. 

   Hangout will be going to BigStuf in Panama City 

Beach June 20-24. Students who are entering middle 

school for the 2022-2023 school year through seniors 

who have just graduated are welcome to attend. A $25 

deposit gets your name on the list and the total cost per 

student is $125. Initial deposits are due in January with 

the total cost due in May. 

  Be Blessed 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com  
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