
October 27, 2021  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Greetings Church Family,  

   We are quickly approaching the end of another 

calendar year. With that in mind as your pastor I 

want to thank you for your faithfulness to Christ and   

His Church.   

   We have had many challenges this year including a 

long-drawn-out continuation of the Covid pandemic. 

Some of you are still not comfortable with being in a 

crowd and I understand that and support you doing 

what you need to do to feel safe.  Some of you  are 

back in full stride and I support you in doing that 

which you feel comfortable  doing.  Again, I will tell 

you that we are striving to provide a place and 

atmosphere  for safe and meaningful worship 

experiences.    

   We are getting into a busy season of the church 

year and a busy holiday season. There are special 

services and events that are being planned even as I 

write this article.  Our Children's Department and the 

Christian Learning Center are joining forces this  

Wednesday night and having a community wide 

Trunk or Treat @ 6:30.  Nov. 7th  we will observe 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY and that is always a very 

meaningful service, as we call the names of our loved 

ones and members of this church family who have 

left us in the past twelve months. The list of those 

whose name will be called appears later in this 

newsletter.  On Wednesday Dec. 1st we will continue 

our tradition of our Blue Christmas Service.  Sunday 

Dec. 12th will be a day of music and celebration as 

our children's department and our adult chancel choir 

will all share in a musical celebration of Christmas. 

You will not want to miss that service and 

celebration.  Our Christmas Eve service will be at 

7:00 p.m. on Dec. 24th. 

  
…Continued Page 4 

 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

NEW PROJECTOR NEEDED. 
   About twelve years ago, we were fortunate to 

have an excellent, professional level screen and 

projector system installed in our sanctuary.  Thanks 

to forward thinking leadership in our church, we 

have done a good job of “keeping up” with ever 

changing technology. 

   However, our main projector in the sanctuary has 

completely failed.  In consulting with other church 

media professionals, I’m told the average life of a 

bulb projector is 10 years so this one has given us 

two more years above average!  But it is time to 

replace it.  As I mentioned in worship this past 

Sunday, our Board of Trustees has taken on this 

project and is currently in the process of finding the 

most cost-effective solution.  It is NOT cheap!  We 

are likely looking at a cost of about 8-10 thousand 

dollars (yes you read that correctly!) to replace our 

current “bulb” projector with a new, more efficient 

“laser” projector.   

   At a recent meeting of our Worship Committee, it 

was decided to make the need known to our 

congregation.  While we primarily use the 

projectors for the 8:25 AM REFUGE service each 

week, we also have used it occasionally at the late 

service as well, and for special occasions like 

District Conference, CLC programs etc., so this 

really is, in my opinion, vital technology.  You will 

be hearing more detail about costs and installation 

timeline in the near future.  But in the meantime, if 

you would like to donate money to assist the church 

in purchasing a new projector for the sanctuary, 

please be sure to DESIGNATE your giving for this 

purchase.  Or if you have questions, please do not 

hesitate to talk to me or any member of our Board 

of Trustees.  And thanks to our Trustees for moving 

forward to address this need. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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From the Pastor’s Desk…Continued from Page 1 
 

   I hope you will make plans to be present at all of these 

special events. I want to  PERSONALLY ASK YOU TO 

BEGIN PRAYING NOW AND ASK GOD TO SHOW 

YOU THREE TO FIVE PEOPLE THAT HE WOULD 

HAVE YOU TO INVITE TO THESE SPECIAL 

SERVICES.   

   Lastly, as always, we need to finish the year strong in our 

giving to the ministry of this church.  The last two months 

of the year are always months that the finance committee 

encourages you to give generously so that all of the 

ministry items can be fully funded.  Thank you in advance 

for your faithful financial support to the mission and 

ministry of Manchester First  United Methodist 

Church.  

 

See you Sunday,   

Randy   
 

 On Sunday November 7, 2021, we will 

observe All Saints Sunday.  This is a time when we 

remember those persons who were once a part of our 

congregation and have now gone on to their eternal 

reward.   

   We will call the names of those from this 

congregation who have passed away in the last twelve 

months.  As a person’s name is called, we will ring a 

bell, and light a candle in their memory. Also, during 

the time that we call the roll, when each name is called 

family member's and friend's will be invited to stand 

for a moment of silence.   

   As of now we have ten persons who have passed 

away out of this congregation in the last twelve 

months. This year’s list includes Jack Huffman, Dr. 

Jesse Overall, John Roberson, Diane Fry Petty, Hursel 

“George” Shanks, Sue Reid, Virginia Murchison, 

Betty Brantley Thames, Bill Jones, And Vivian 

Henley. 

   I hope you will make a special effort to attend either 

the early or the late service as we remember these who 

have gone before us.  

Randy 

 

One of the primary reasons for 
obtaining wealth is to be able to 
give it to God. 

“ . . . remembering the words, the Lord Jesus 
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive’” (Acts 20:35). 
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Memorials  &  Honorariums 

 

A gift was given to the family fund in memory of 

William Bass by Roger & Kimla Weeks. 
 
Gifts were given to the general fund by Jim & Debra 

Thorington in memory of William Bass, Sue 

Draheim, and Terry McMahan. 
 
Gifts were given to missions in memory of Terry 

McMahan by Topsy Layne and the Upper Room 

Sunday School Class. 
 
****Correction  In the memorials for last week  

Brenda Bryan was mistakenly listed as Betty Bryan. 

 

****************************************** 

On Sunday, October 31, 2021, which is the 5th 

Sunday, we will be having one worship service at 

11:00 a.m.  Our Praise Team will lead the worship 

time for this service. 

******************************************* 

 It is time for Samaritan’s Purse 

Shoeboxes again.  There are paper boxes and 

brochures at the ramp entrance under the coat rack.  

Please bring shoeboxes to the church by November 

21st.  They will be blessed on the altar November 21st 

before they are taken to the collection center.  Thank 

you for your participation. 

 

 
October 27 

Homemade Chili 

Grilled Cheese/Chips 

Strawberry Cake 

November 3 

Meatloaf/Dinner Roll 

Mashed Potatoes/Fried Okra 

Orange Cake 

 

 

WATCH LIGHTS MINISTRY - Starting 

Wednesday, Nov. 10, Watch Lights Bible study (for 

adults ages 18 to young-at-heart) will conclude a 30-

week overview of the Bible with Part 3 (New 

Testament) of Pam Gillaspie's series, “Cookies on the 

Lower Shelf.” We meet each Wednesday in Rm 219 

at 6:00 pm. Books are provided by Watch Lights 

Ministry. 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                   Oct 24 
Sunday School                            36 
8:25 Service                             40 
10:55 Service                                          64                            
Facebook Live                           97
                 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     Oct 24 
Sunday School  28.00 
Youth  236.00 
Missions   280.00 
Coffee Time  9.00 
Pastor Discretionary  700.00 
Projector Fund  100.00 
Memorials to General Fund 75.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  7,259.00 
YTD Offering  370,586.00 
YTD Required  395,772.00 
(+/-) Difference  -25,186.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of October 24        Richard Dix 
Week of October 31        Gary Nester 
 
Altar Guild 
October     Joane Cassady & Kay Pratt 
November             Anita Turner & JaNelle Burt 
 
Counters 
October  Butch Niederhauser & Virginia McKee 
November                Frank Langham & Max Hester 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
October     Topsy Layne 
November     Nellie Leonard  
 
Door Greeters 
October 31                       Jack & Kay Smoyak 
November 7     JaNelle Burt & Teri Christian 
                                                         Dennis & Brenda Bryan  
 
Coffee Time 
October 31     Bud & Pam Riddle 
November 7                      Bud & Pam Riddle 
 
Communion  
November 
Preparer     Ami Shedd 
Servers’ 1st Service   Jonathon Shedd  
       Billie Danford 
Servers’ 2nd Service            Jim Thorington  
                                                                      Frank Langham 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 
 

                     

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Dorothy Bon    Mary & Don Rounds 

Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Chris Danford   
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would like 

your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you.  This 

is available 24/7.  Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
  Oct 27–Nov 2, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Oct 27 Jessica Jernigan 
Oct 28 Briley Marie Holland 
Oct 30 Cole Shedd 
Oct 31 Joe Burt 
Nov 2 Richard Dix 
Nov 2 Bettye Roberson 
Nov 2 Jordan Hill 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

is not listed above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hang Out Event 

 

   The youth have spent A LOT of time working to 

transform the youth room for Trunk or Treat! We are so 

excited. It’s going to be great! 

   Next week we will get back to business. We will find a 

new study to start in Sunday School and continue 

watching Chosen on Sunday nights and doing the Bible 

Study that goes along with it. We will continue learning 

who we are in Christ next Wednesday night at Hangout. 

   I am ready to start taking deposits for BigStuf. Total 

cost per student is $125. The deposit is $25. Anyone 

who will be going into middle school through any senior 

that is graduating in May is welcome to attend. We will 

go June 20-24 this year. 

   If you would like to feed us, please let me know. These 

kids love to eat! 

   Thank you again for all your love and support of the 

youth ministry here! 
 

Be Blessed 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com  
 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS 
 

   What happens when the unexpected happens? It’s no 

fun making great plans only to have circumstances 

change. That's the thing about life even though we plan 

we don't always know what's going to happen. Scripture 

says that man makes many plans, but God directs our 

path. Our children are learning that when we put our 

faith in God, we can be ready for whatever comes our 

way. 

   We have been taking about the unlikely heroes of the 

Bible;  Lydia and Timothy.   We learned that even 

though they may have been unlikely, God used them to 

change the world.  We have learned that just because we 

are younger, older, smaller, or just not very confident 

that God chooses us, loves us and he can use us to 

change the world.  

   We are looking forward to tonight's event.  We are 

having games, food and an exciting trunk or treat! Please 

join us!  Until then, I'll see you at church! 
   

In Christ,  

Jessica 

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 

. 
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