
October 21, 2020                                                                 Midweek Visitor 
 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk      

   I want to thank you the congregation for the many 

acts of kindness that you have shown to me and my 

family recently surrounding two different occasions. 

First was our daughter’s wedding.  You went above 

and beyond any and all expectations for Randa and 

Josh on and around their special day.  I would also 

like to thank you for the many acts of kindnesses and 

support that you sent our way during this Pastor 

Appreciation Month.  I absolutely loved the Covid 

Mask. !!!!!! I am truly blessed to be assigned to this 

congregation as your pastor.   

   I would like your feedback on a couple of things, 

so please give this some thoughtful and prayerful 

consideration and then let me know how God spoke 

to you about these items.  As we get closer to coming 

out of this COVID  crisis things will not be the same 

as they were a year ago, so what I would like for you 

to prayerfully consider is: 

1.) What new ministry would you like to see start   

up at Manchester First United Methodist 

Church, and how are you willing to be 

involved in that ministry? 

2.) With the exception of the staff, what changes 

would you like to see made at Manchester 

 First United Methodist Church?  

3.) What would you like for the "NEW 

NORMAL" to look like at Manchester First 

United Methodist Church?  

   In a lot of ways when we come out of this Covid 

Pandemic it really will be a new beginning for every 

church in our area.  We have time now to prayerfully 

seek God's face, discern God's will, dream God's 

dream for us, and catch God's vision for where he 

wants to take us POST COVID.  Please join me in 

this endeavor.  I truly would like to know and talk 

about everything that you feel God would lay on 

your heart for this church. 

Sincerely,  

Randy  

 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

    

   I became friends with a fellow music minister 

down in South Georgia named Dale.  Dale was 

that guy who absolutely praised God for 

EVERYTHING!  If he found a parking space 

anywhere at Walmart, he was energetically 

thanking God for it! 

   When he and I decided that we would bring a 

Christian Rock band to town for a free concert 

for our local youth, we had to come up with a 

creative plan to raise money to pay the band.  

So, we went from business to business 

“begging” for money!  I recall visiting our 

friend who owned a local funeral home.  After 

speaking with him for a few moments about our 

plans, the funeral home director wrote us  a 

very large check to defer our expenses for the 

concert!    

   Of course, Dale went nuts!  We were getting 

in his truck when he looked over at me and 

said, “I am going to ask God to bless this man’s 

business!”  To which I almost immediately 

replied, “Dale, how, exactly does one ask God 

to bless the undertaker’s business?”  He paused 

and said, “I guess I got carried away!”  Well we 

did the concert a few weeks later and had over 

200 youth there.  60 youth came to faith in 

Christ!  It was incredible! 

   Now the point I wish to make is this: WE 

NEED TO GIVE GOD THANKS!  In fact, we 

should not only thank God for the significant 

blessings in life, but also the small things!  

When was the last time you thanked God for 

hot and cold running water?  Or that person 

who held the door for you as you were coming 

out of Food Lion?   

 

Continued Page 4…. 
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A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

There are little miracles all around us so we should 

take Paul’s advice to the Thessalonians: 

“give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's 

will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 

 

PS   And, speaking of being thankful:  I am most 

grateful to the church for the nice card and gifts 

which were presented to me this past Sunday in 

observation of “Pastor Appreciation Month.”  It is a 

great joy to serve here at Manchester First and I 

appreciate your benevolent spirit!   

 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Due to the pandemic, we removed all the hymnals 

from the Sanctuary a few weeks ago and are no 

longer (temporarily) using bulletins.  But you can 

still follow an order of service on your smart phone 

or tablet!  Look for the QR code (printed on 

8.5”X11” paper) on the table in the rear of the 

sanctuary, at the welcome center and at the ramp 

entry.  Open your smart phone’s camera app and 

point at the code.  You will see a small orange icon 

appear on your screen.  Click the icon you’ll be 

directed to the page on our church website which 

has the weekly order of service (it will say 

“Worship Order”).  You can open the worship order 

and follow it or even download to your device if 

you like!  You can also access it by simply going to 

our website, www.manchesterfirst.org  Hover over 

the “home” tab and scroll down to “Worship 

Order!” 

 

 It is time for Samaritan’s Purse 

Shoeboxes again.  There are paper and plastic 

boxes and brochures at the ramp entrance under the 

coat rack.  Please bring shoeboxes to the church on 

November 8th, 15th and 22nd.  They will be blessed 

on the altar November 22nd before they are taken to 

the distribution center.  Thank you for your 

participation. 
 

 

In the light of eternity,  
there is no higher calling than to 

serve God. 
 

“ . . . I am among you as one who serves” 
(Luke 22:27). 

http://www.manchesterfirst.org/
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KINGDOM KIDS 

 

      This week in the children's dept, we head to 2 

Kings 5 where we find the prophet Elisha and his 

servant named Gehazi. Gehazi seized the chance to 

use dishonesty to take advantage of Naaman’s 

gratitude and get riches for himself. He went behind 

Elisha’s back, denied his actions, and inevitably lost 

Elisha’s trust.  

Bottom Line: When you’re not truthful, you lose 

trust.  

   Being truthful is not just about the lie you tell and 

the consequence you might receive. When you 

don’t have integrity, people will start to see that 

you’re not really who you say you are. 

 

Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

 

We will be having trunk-or-treat Wednesday, Oct 

28. It will be from 6:40-7:00 and outside. I hope 

you will consider taking part or donating candy this 

year.  

  Thank you so much for the flowers and the gift 

card. That was so incredibly thoughtful. I really feel 

blessed to do what I get to do at Manchester First 

United Methodist! 

 

Thank you!  

Jackie 

 
October 21 

Meatloaf/Roll 

Macaroni and Cheese 

Green Beans 

Orange Cake 

 

October 28 

Hot Dog/Bun 

Chili for Hot Dog or Bowl of Chili 

Brownie 

 
PLEASE RSVP THE CHURCH SECRETARY IF 

YOU PLAN TO ATTEND. 

 
 

 
I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
 
Attendance:                        Oct 18              
Sunday School              25 
8:25 Service         40 
10:55 Service                                               50 
Facebook Live                      220  
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
 
                                                     Total of Oct 18 
Sunday School                                           4.00 
Missions                                                                     305.00                    
Youth                                                 860.00  
Required weekly                                                9,204.00                                 
Budget Contribution                                      7,808.00             
Year-to-date offering                            347,514.00  
Offering needed to date                   386,568.00                       
(+/-) Difference                                      -38,054.00                      

 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 

 

Building Checker 
Week of October 25    Richard Dix 
Week of November 1    Gary Nester 
Altar Guild 
For the Month of October    Joane Cassady 
    Kay Pratt 
For the Month of November      Anita Turner 
    Janelle Burt 
Counters 
For the Month of October             Virginia Mckee 
    Butch Niederhauser 
For the Month of November      Frank Langham 
Greeters 
Week of October 25                              Bill & Kay Tracy 
                                      Ben Spaulding & Carolyn Norfleet 
Week of November 1                                   Trish Porter 
                                                         Dennis & Brenda Bryan 
 
Kitchen Monitors  
For the Month of October    Topsy Layne 
For the Month of November     Nellie Leonard 
 

Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
 

God’s World & Our Nation 
All in the military service and their families 

 

Bernice Thornton  Judy Starr 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 

Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Troy Rose 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Nellie Leonard      Billie Danford 
Mary & Don Rounds  DeeAnna Morton 
Betsy & Hursel Shanks     Jennifer Burroughs 
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky     
                 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 
 
 
 
 

   
 

October 21 – October 27, 2020 Church Family Birthdays 
 

Oct 17 Autumn Trail 
Oct 22 Brigitte Hendren 
Oct 23 Sarah Shedd 
 Oct 23 June Holland 
Oct 24 Bobbie Barclay 
Oct 27 Jessica Jernigen 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time 

and it is not listed above, please call the church 

office and a note will be made in PowerChurch and 

listed on next week’s birthday. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Alan Niles passed away on October 17,2020. 

Per Mr. Niles’ request he will be cremated 

and there will be no services. 

Hang Out Event  
 

    Hangout is back to our regular schedule of meeting 

from 5:30-7:30 on Sundays and Wednesdays.  

   In Sunday School this week we started a new series 

called Fire and Faithfulness with Sadie Robertson Huff 

from Duck Dynasty. It focuses on how we are to live in a 

world that seems to hate God, and still thrive as 

Christians. 

   Sunday night at Hangout we started a new series called 

Redeem the Screen. It talked about the influence that our 

screen time has on us and challenged us to spend time 

looking at things that transform us to be more like Jesus 

rather than conforming us to the ways of the world.  

   Wednesday night at Hangout we will be resuming our 

study of 1 Corinthians. 

 

Be blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

Manchester FUMC Hangout Youth 

manchesterfumnhangoutyouth@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

On Sunday November 1, 2020 we will observe All 

Saints Sunday.  This is a time when we remember those 

persons who were once a part of our congregation and 

have now gone on to their eternal reward.  We will call 

the names of those from this congregation who have 

passed away in the last twelve months.  As a person’s 

name is called, we will ring a bell, and light a candle in 

their memory. Also, during the time that we call the roll, 

when each name is called family member's and friend's 

will be invited to stand for a moment of silence.   

  As of now we have six persons who have passed away 

out of this congregation in the last twelve months. This 

year’s list includes Bob Leonard, Joan Jones, Jo Lynn 

Longstreth, Donna McCluskey, Susan Wood, Judy 

Worthington, Dorene Jernigan and Alan Niles. 

  I hope you will make a special effort to attend either the 

early or the late service as we remember these who have 

gone before us.  

 

Randy 
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