
October 20, 2021  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

   There are lots of thoughts floating around in 

Christian circles today about worship. Some like it 

loud, some like it quiet. Some like it long, some like 

it to been done by noon. I heard someone describe 

another pastor as a "Rock Star Preacher".   

    My daughter Randa posted something on 

Facebook a short time ago and I want to share it with 

you.  

   In one of my previous churches, one of the ushers 

made me cringe every Sunday for seven years, 

because every Sunday as I would proceed in with the 

choir he would say, "It's Showtime."  Worship is not 

a show, it is about  worshipping the creator of the 

universe.   

   Here is a short but powerful thought that Randa 

shared.  

"When ministry becomes performance, then the 

sanctuary becomes a theater,  the congregation 

becomes an audience, worship becomes 

entertainment,  and man's applause and approval 

become the measure of success.  

But when ministry is for the glory of God, his 

presence moves into the sanctuary. Even the unsaved 

visitor will fall down on his face, worship God,  

and confess that God is among us."  

 

See you Sunday,  

Randy   

  

   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

   My Grandpa Brooks used to talk to himself 

regularly.  So, I asked him one day, "Grandpa, 

why do you talk to yourself?"  His classic 

answer was "Because I like to talk to a smart 

feller, and I like to hear a smart feller talk!"  So, 

if you see me and I'm talking to myself, I'm 

simply carrying on a family tradition!  (And 

don't interrupt me because I'm likely telling 

myself where I left my cell phone!) 

   Here is some traditional wisdom about speech 

and the tongue: 

*It would be better to leave people wondering 

why you didn't talk than why you did. 

*First law of public speaking: nice guys finish 

fast. 

*When all is said and done, there's a lot more 

said than done. 

*Better to remain silent and be thought a 

foolish person than to open your mouth and 

remove all doubt. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 

 

 

CLC HAPPENINGS 

   The Playground is coming along nicely.  Sod 

was laid two weeks ago.  We can’t wait until 

the children are able to go and play on the new 

playground.  Thanks to everyone who assisted 

with the removal of the old equipment and all 

of your donations. 

   We are excited to participate in the Trunk or 

Treat on October 27th with the Jessica and the 

Children’s Ministry. 

  Follow our Facebook page FUMC Christian 

Learning Center for all of our happenings. 
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   I never expected life to be this way when I 

was growing up. If you are around the age range I am, I was 

taught to go to college, get a job, then have a life. It was 

made to sound easy, but in reality, it’s a lot more complex. 
   It’s like playing a video game of life. People with good 

intentions try to help by suggesting how to play, but it 

might lead you to a sticky situation. Better yet, you’ve 

observed and started to try to comprehend the game with 

how the rules are presented to you, then you stray off the 

suggestions, and someone might be beside you saying, 

“That’s not how I played! I did just fine the way I did it!” 

Maybe you even stuck by the suggestions that were given 

to you, but then you hear something like, “But that’s not 

supposed to happen that way!” You might pause the game 

and look around to see others who are doing it better than 

you, some are trying to play it off they are doing fine when 

they aren’t, and some just need to keep going back to their 

last save and try again. The list goes on, and it might get 

overwhelming to see, maybe even hopeless at some points.  

   So, for those who experience these types of feelings, it’s 

understandable if you want to put the game down entirely, 

just don’t make it game over.  

   I’ve learned the hard way its best to not focus on the 

people around you, and to just go the pace the game of life 

takes you. It helps alleviate the stress and to enjoy where 

you are. And instead of asking others how to play the game, 

I find going to who made that game a good source on how 

to play it, He technically gave us a manual. When you do 

that, everybody that comments on how your life is 

supposed to be? That’s just the peanut gallery flappin’ their 

gums.  

   God never promised us an easy life, but that doesn’t mean 

He doesn’t care for us. Him allowing His only son to die 

for us is proof. Your body, the earthly troubles, and all that? 

Temporary in the grand scheme of things.  

   Whether or not you are a Christian, all we can do is try to 

make the best with what we’ve got, to do good if we can 

with the time we have. But if you have the belief in Christ 

and trust in God? You always have someone to lean on 

when it feels like you have nothing, because He is 

everything. That’s as good as any place to start to have 

what you need.  

   “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 

you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13 NIV).  ~Autumn 

Trail 

    

 
 

 

 

 

One of the primary reasons for 
obtaining wealth is to be able to 
give it to God. 

“ . . . remembering the words, the Lord Jesus 
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive’” (Acts 20:35). 
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 KINGDOM KIDS 
 

   As most of you know, in Kingdom Kids we use the 

Orange Curriculum to teach our children.  In the short 

time I have been here, I am amazed at how often the 

themes of Pastor Randy’s sermons are exactly what is 

being taught in Children’s Church, Sunday School 

and on our Wednesday night service.  It is so 

rewarding to see the look of excitement on our 

children’s faces as they connect the knowledge they 

are getting and applying it to their lives today.  Of 

course, Jackie had a fantastic program and the best 

children ever to hand over to me.  I miss her so much 

and I know they kids miss her very much as well.  We 

are praying for her and Tom as they get settled in 

North Carolina!   

   Also, if I haven’t mentioned our volunteers this 

week, they are the heart of our ministry and there is 

no way that anything would happen without them!  I 

thank God for them constantly.  We do need some 

extra help so that our amazing volunteers can be out 

on occasion so please let me know if you are able to 

join our incredible team. We would love to have you 

join us.  We have a lot of fun and I always say the 

adults learn more than the kids.   

   I am hearing word in the halls about the teens and 

the conversion of the hangout room for Trunk or 

Treat.  I hope that others are stepping up their 

competitive games because I think they may be the 

team to look out for in our friendly competition for 

the trophy!  I will be posting some ideas on our 

Facebook page this week and I hope that even if you 

do not want to enter the competition, that you will 

join us on October 27th for a good time!  Until then, 

I’ll see you at Church!  

    

In Christ,  

Jessica 

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

The Worship Committee will meet Thursday, October 

21, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. This meeting will be held in 

the parlor. 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                   Oct 17 
Sunday School                            43 
8:25 Service                             44 
10:55 Service                                          75                            
Facebook Live                         152
                 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     Oct 17 
Sunday School  49.00 
Youth  350.00 
Missions   380.00 
Coffee Time  12.00 
Family Fund  275.00 
Memorials to General Fund 25.00 
Weekly Required  9,204.00 
Contributions  8,778.00 
YTD Offering  363,327.00 
YTD Required  386,568.00 
(+/-) Difference  -23,241.00 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of October 17         Eric Frantz 
Week of October 24        Richard Dix 
 
Altar Guild 
October     Joane Cassady & Kay Pratt 
November             Anita Turner & JaNelle Burt 
 
Counters 
October  Butch Niederhauser & Virginia McKee 
November                Frank Langham & Max Hester 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
October     Topsy Layne 
November     Nellie Leonard  
 
Door Greeters 
October 24          Billie Danford & Deborah Blanton 
                                      Ben Spaulding & Carolyn Norfleet 
October 31                       Jack & Kay Smoyak  
 
Coffee Time 
October 24     Trish & Daniel Porter 
October 31     Bud & Pam Riddle 
 
Communion  
November 
Preparer     Ami Shedd 
Servers’ 1st Service   Jonathon Shedd  
       Billie Danford 
Servers’ 2nd Service            Jim Thorington  
                                                                      Frank Langham 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 
 
 

                     

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Dorothy Bon    Mary & Don Rounds 

Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Chris Danford   
 

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would like 

your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Prayer Request 
 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab.  There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you.  This 

is available 24/7.  Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
  Oct 20–Oct 26, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Oct 22 Brigitte Hendren 
Oct 23 Sarah Shedd 
Oct 23 June Holland 
Oct 24 Bobbie Barclay 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

is not listed above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 

 

 
October 20 

Chicken Tender/Dinner Roll 

Buttered Corn 

Green Beans 

Brownie 

October 27 

Homemade Chili 

Grilled Cheese/Chips 

Strawberry Cake 

 
 

Hang Out Event 

 

   This week, in Sunday School, we finished our Bold 

series by trying out two different kinds of bold prayers. 

The first one was writing Psalm 139. The second was by 

using the ACTS method (Adoration, Confession, 

Thanksgiving, Supplication). When we finished our 

lesson, we started decorating for Trunk or Treat! 

   Sunday night at Hangout, we took our friend, Derrick 

Scott up on his offer to take care of us at Sir Pizza. He 

took great care of us, and the pizza was so good! When 

we got back to church, we did a little more decorating! 

   Wednesday night at Hangout we will look at John 

6:40, John 6:56, John 11:10, John 12:44, John 13:32, and 

John 15:5 to find out more about who we are in Christ, 

and when we’re done those who don’t have homework, 

can continue decorating! 

   We have 30 spots reserved for BigStuf this year and 

are once again looking at the cost of chartering a bus 

with another group you may know the leader of in 

Spring Hill. We will be headed to PCB again June 20-

24. This year the cost per student will be $125 and any 

upcoming sixth grader through graduated senior is 

welcome to attend. All I need is a $25 deposit to put you 

on the list. Adults, if you would like to attend as a 

chaperone, please let me know, we would LOVE to have 

you go with us! 

   As always, if you would like to feed us or help to feed 

us, please let me know!  

   Upcoming Hangout Events 

  Calendar Fundraiser due- October 20 

Trunk or Treat- October 27 

 No Hangout- October 31 

 

Be Blessed 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com  
 

Memorials & Honorariums 

A gift was given to the family fund in memory of 

William Bass by Claus & Lois Thormaehlen. 
 
A gift was given to the general fund in memory of 

William Bass by Dennis & Betty Bryan. 
 
A gift was given to missions in memory of William 

Bass by Charles & Patty Roberts. 
 
Gifts were given to the family fund in memory of Sue 

Draheim by the Sally O’Neal Anniversary Fellowship 

and by Claus & Lois Thormaehlen.  
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