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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

In the November meetings of the Trustees and the 

Administrative Board, one of the key issues that came 

up was about transportation. 
 

Around this issue is the concern that we do not have 

enough driver's that are qualified to drive the larger of 

the two church owned vehicles.  To drive the bus 

currently (because of its size and seating capacity) 

it requires the driver to have a CDL.  This is more than 

just a regular driver’s license.  We need to have five 

to eight people that would be willing to go through the 

process of obtaining a CDL to accommodate the 

growing ministry demands being experienced by 

Wesley Wanderers, Children Ministries, Youth 

ministries, and our scouting programs. 
 

As it stands now, we have a couple of options that we 

can consider to meet the opportunities and growth 

demands that are before us. The number one remedy 

would be to have more drivers with a CDL so the big 

bus can be utilized.  Another option would be to take 

out ten of the seats so that the CDL requirement would 

be waved thus making it a fourteen passenger vehicle 

instead of a twenty four passenger vehicle.  If we 

choose that option, then sometimes we would still be 

required to take an extra auto to accommodate our 

numbers.  A third and final option would be to sell the 

current big bus and replace with a smaller van that 

does not require a CDL to operate. 
 

Please prayerfully consider becoming a driver for the 

above-named ministries. If you have any other ideas 

or questions concerning this issue please call the 

church office.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

Randy   

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

After the American Civil War, the managers of the 

infamous Louisiana Lottery approached Robert E. Lee 

and asked if he'd let them use his name in their scheme. 

They promised that if he did, he would become rich.  

Astounded, Lee straightened up, buttoned his gray coat, 

and shouted, "Gentlemen, I lost my home in the war. I lost 

my fortune in the war. I lost everything except my name. 

My name is not for sale, and if you fellows don't get out 

of here, I'll break this crutch over year heads!" 

Truly there is something to be said about having a good 

name!  In Proverbs 22:1 the writer says, “a good name is 

to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better 

than silver or gold.”  I think what the Proverbial writer 

was talking about here is how we prioritize our life and 

time.  What are the things in our lives that are most 

important to us?  Or as singer/songwriter Geoff Moore put 

it “But remember the truth of Jesus' love 
When all is said and done.”  Is Christ preeminent in our 

lives? 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

January 8, 2020 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone # 

 

 

We start January in Luke 2:41-52 as we discover 

a moment from Jesus’ childhood. Jesus was fully 

God, but He was also fully human. And Jesus 

recognized something very important. He knew that if 

He wanted to be a part of God’s story and know the 

secrets of the world around Him, He needed to be in a 

place where He could learn what His Father said. For 

Jesus, studying Scripture was a priority. 
 

Bottom Line: Knowing God is the most 

important thing. Our kids are growing up in the 

information age. There is no lack of information. 

However, not all information is as equally valuable. We 

want our kids to discover that when they focus on 

knowing God first, the rest will fall into place. 
 

Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

 

 

mailto:jackiefromchurch@outlook.com


January 8, 2020                                                                       Midweek Visitor 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hang Out Events 

Hangout is back to our regular schedule this week!!! We 

will be meeting from 5:30-7:30 p.m. on Sundays and 

Wednesdays. I am excited for all we have going on in 

2020! 
 

In Sunday School this week, we finished our first lesson. 

It has taken us several weeks to finish it due to time 

constraints on Sunday mornings, but we are doing a unit 

called Amazing Grace and we learned about Amazing 

Grace by learning about the Prodigal Son and his 

welcome home.  
 

Sunday night we talked about living up to expectations as 

we continued our Teens vs Parents unit. We talked about 

the greatest performance we’ve ever seen and talked 

about if we thought we could be that good. We talked 

about parents that have no expectations and parents that 

have very challenging expectations and how that makes 

us feel. 
 

On Wednesday night, we began our study on the book of 

Jonah with Jonah 1:1-3. We started our discussion by 

talking about a time when we didn't react like we should 

have and what we learned. That’s exactly what happened 

to Jonah! We talked about how Jonah handled what God 

had called him to do.  
 

I’ve missed the youth over the last two weeks, but I sure 

was glad to have some time to rest and recharge! 
 

I hope you had a wonderful Christmas, and I pray that you 

experience God’s blessings for 2020! 
 

Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 

amishedd@bellsouth.net 

(931) 409 - 0657 
 

 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Susan Wood Matilda Locke 
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock       Jo Lynn Longstreth 
Donna McCluskey              Sarah Marshall            Allen Niles 
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Ben & Jenny Reyes             
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

Moving Forward by Faith 
“…without faith it is impossible to please God, 

because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who 

earnestly seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6). 

I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of January 12  James Cardwell 
Week of January 19  Eric Beachboard 
Coffee Time 
January 12 & 19      John & Shandra Richardson 
January 26 & Feb. 2      Rich & Sue Wakeman                         
Altar Guild 
January       Marie Kimble & Karla Childs 
February       Lois Thormaehlen 
Counters  
January               Doris Hendrix & Claus 

Thormaehlen 
February               Mike Giffin & Richard Dix 
Greeters 
January 12 8:25    Judy & Max Hester 
 10:55 Dennis & Brenda Bryan  
January 19 & 26 8:25 Nancy & Jimmy White 
 10:55 Brigitte & Joey Hendren 
Kitchen Monitor 
January      Patricia Anderson 
February      Mary Rounds 
Sunday School Greeters 
January 12 & 19   Melissa Cope 
January 26   Ann Stevenson 

Bakers/Visitors  
January 12     Kay Pratt (Baker) 
      Frank Langham (Visitor) 
January 19     Melissa Cope (Baker) 
         Roger & Kimla Weeks (Visitors) 
Ushers 
8:25 Service     James McKelvey 
10:55 Service      Marlin Hoover 
Communion Preparer 
February     Frank & Linda Langham 
March     Nancy Daniel 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

Announcements 
The Disciple Bible Study class will meet on 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. in room 219. 
 
The Men’s Chorus will rehearse on Sunday 
evening at 5:00 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
 
The Sanctuary Choir resumes rehearsals on 
Wednesday, January 8, at 7:15 p.m. in the 
Choir Room. 
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; 
items to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no 
later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 
And don’t forget about our CHURCH APP which is 
available for your smart phone on Google Play Store 
or Apple App Store! (Mobile MFUMC) 
 

Wednesday Night Menu 
January 8 – Spaghetti w/ Meat Sauce, 
Tossed Salad with Dressings, French Bread, 
Dessert: Homemade Brownie 
January 15 – Baked Ham, Sweet Potato 
Casserole, Green Beans, Roll, Tossed Salad 
with Dressings, Dessert: Red Velvet Cake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mary Frances Brantley will be at McArthur 
Manor.  If you would like to mail her a letter or a 
card, please send them to (NOTE CHANGE): 
Mary F. Brantley 
McArthur Manor 
119 Bryan Avenue 
Manchester, TN 37355 

 
Memorial 

A gift to the General Fund in memory of Annarene 
Beckman was given by Bud & Pam Riddle. 

Honorariums 
A gift to the General Fund in honor of Roger & 
Kimla Weeks was given by Bob & Nellie Leonard. 
A gift to the General Fund in honor of Beverly 
Smith was given by C. Ryan & Sarah Smith.   
 
 

2019 Contribution Statements are 
available for pickup at the Welcome 
Center.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Kimla Weeks. 
Thank you all for your faithful 
support in 2019.  Praying for a 
blessed 2020 for everyone! 
 
 
Staff Parish Relations Committee 
meets January 12 at 4 p.m. in the 
Parlor. 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                     January 5 
Sunday School                                     75 
8:25 Service          63  
10:55 Service                                                  79 
Facebook Live                   30 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                          Total of January 5 
Sunday School                                                              52.00  
Youth                                                                          10.00 
Memorials to General Fund      25.00 
Coffee Time      27.00 
Missions   225.00 
Honorariums to General Fund   450.00 
Communion Rail     13.00 
Required weekly                                                   9,240.00   
Budget Contribution                                           21,152.00  
Year-to-date offering                                          21,152.00         
Offering needed to date                                      9,240.00 
Year-to-date Other Income                    5,000.00 
 (+/-) Difference                                                  11,912.00                                                 
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