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 From the Pastor’s Desk 

Quote of the Week.  Amma Syncletica of 

Alexandria (died around 250CE): “In the beginning 

there is struggle and a lot of work for those who 

come near to God. But after that, there is 

indescribable joy. It is just like building a fire: at 

first, it is smoky and your eyes water, but later you 

get the desired result. Thus, we ought to light the 

divine fire in ourselves with tears and effort.” 

Thank You. Deborah and I had cause for great joy 

across the Advent and Christmas seasons at the 

kindness so many of you loving bestowed upon us; 

and on the grace, this church extended to so many 

others. We are thankful for your individual heartfelt 

acts of Christian love and the many corporate acts of 

beneficence and ask God’s continuing blessings in 

Jesus’ for each of you, your families, and for our 

growing church family.     

Survey Announcement. Check out this coming 

Sunday’s bulletin and next week’s newsletter for a 

survey.  Based on the information we have received 

from various members there is not a need to send out 

mailed meeting notices and weekly newsletters to 

most members.  The survey will give you a chance to 

elect whether to receive mailed copies of each item, 

only a particular one, or none.     

2023 - The Year of Opportunity. Embrace the New 

Year, it promises to be a great year of opportunity for 

our church family to recommit to the Lordship of 

Jesus through word, prayer, and action. Many of 

these opportunities will center on growing in ‘loving 

like Jesus’, expanding and coordinating our 

evangelism efforts and other ministries, and delving 

into and revisiting what we believe, why, and how 

we live it out. Other opportunities will arise as a 

surprise as God calls us forth to sanctification and 

faithful ministry to the entire world.  

Continue Page 2… 

   A NOTE FROM DANA… 

   What would you consider your most valuable 

asset?  Some would say money.  You could 

possibly lose all your money, but you can make 

it all back again.  Others would say friends.  

But think for a minute about all the friends you 

had in high school or college that you have lost 

touch with. 

   Some people would say their spouse is their 

most valuable asset.  But if that were true 

across the board, our national divorce rate 

would not be more than 50%!   

   But time… You can never lose time and get it 

back again. You can’t spend time and then 

simply go earn more of it. You can’t buy it, 

lease it, or borrow it.  Time is our most valuable 

asset.  Use it wisely and enjoy the benefits. If 

you squander it, it’s gone forever.  And 

speaking of forever…aren’t you glad that we 

serve a God whose concept of time is eternal 

and not temporal or linear?  We need to spend a 

little more “time” with our God.  Can I get an 

amen? 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
 
***************************************************** 

Please Make Note: Our Church Conference for 

the purposes of voting on whether to disaffiliate 

from the UMC is Monday, February 27, 

2023, at 6:00 p.m.  Only professing members 

attending in person can vote. Everyone is 

invited to attend. 
 
Gifts to Jesus: It is never too late to give a gift 

to Jesus by turning in your pledge or talent 

cards to the church office or through the general 

offering, or designated giving or volunteering 

or starting a new ministry or supporting an 

existing one. 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

January 4, 2023 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Stephen Lee          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number      

 

 
 
From the Pastor’s Desk … From Page 1 

Sermon Highlight. Matthew 25:31-46, In our gospel 

lesson we were reminded via the division of the sheep 

and goats that sometimes the most important things we 

do in life are things that, at the time, we see no real 

significance in or connection to Jesus. Yet, all those 

things we do out of our love for Jesus – are – eternally 

significant and never forgotten by our heavenly Father.  

Meditating on this passage, I know I really want to be 

more mindful of living as a faithful sheep in the flock 

of Jesus.                             

   This year, as a church, we really need to concentrate 

on loving God extravagantly by being the active love 

of God to our family, to our church, and to our 

community.  Remembering always that whatever we 

do for the ‘least of these’ or as often as the case maybe 

‘the worst of these’, we do because Jesus first loved 

us. Lastly, brothers and sisters remember the words of 

1 John 4:18, “There is no fear in love.  But perfect 

love drives out fear because fear has to do with 

punishment. The one who fears is not  made perfect in 

love.”  As a church if we live out of the love of Jesus 

the final judgment and ensuing punishment is never a 

personal concern for us. Instead, God’s love puts 

within us the over whelming desire to plead with God 

for the lost goats and lead them to Jesus.   
 
To God Be the Glory! 

Stephen 

 

Dates to Remember 

January 4, 2023 – FUMC CLC students return 

January 8, 2023 – Trustee Meeting 6:00p.m. – Room 

219 

January 9, 2023 – Administrative Board Meeting – 

Fellowship Hall 7:00 p.m. 

January 11, 2023 -  Kingdom Kids/ Wednesday Night 

Meals 

January 14, 2023 -  Memorial Service for Bettye 

Roberson 11:00 a.m. -  MFUMC Sanctuary  

February 27, 2023- Church Conference for the 

purposes of voting on whether to disaffiliate from the 

UMC  
 

 

 
 

God grants to the people the ability to earn 
that which is God’s already, money and wealth. 

“Wealth and honor come from you; you 
are the ruler of all things. In your hands 
are strength and power to exalt and give 
strength to all ” (1 Chronicles 29:12). 

 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Fsites%2Fkevinkruse%2F2016%2F07%2F18%2Fsuccessful-people-agree-this-is-their-most-valuable-asset%2F&text=You%20can%20never%20lose%20time%20and%20get%20it%20back%20again.
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Fsites%2Fkevinkruse%2F2016%2F07%2F18%2Fsuccessful-people-agree-this-is-their-most-valuable-asset%2F&text=You%20can%20never%20lose%20time%20and%20get%20it%20back%20again.
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  FUMC-CLC HAPPENINGS 
 
   Happy New Year from all the students and staff at 

FUMC-CLC. 

   We are excited for school to start back on 

Wednesday, January 4th.  We have missed our 

students over the holidays. 

   We have a lot of exciting things planned for the 

new year.  If you don’t follow us on Facebook, please 

go and hit the follow button at FUMC-Christian 

Learning Center to see what we are doing. 

   We are still needing teacher assistants, if you know 

anyone, please refer them to Mrs. Angie. 
 
Be The Light! 

Mrs. Angie  
FUMC-Christian Learning Center 

Fumc.clc@gmail.com 

 

 
January 11, 2023 

Homemade Lasagna/French Bread 

Tossed Salad with Assorted Dressings 

Orange Supreme Cake 
 

January 18, 2023 

Beef Tacos 

Shredded Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese, Sour Cream, Etc. 

Fruit Salad 

Homemade Brownie 

 

EPIC of EDEN -  back by popular demand, a 12-

week DVD series. 

   The Bible is the story of God’s redeeming grace 

flowing from the Garden of Eden to the garden of the 

New Jerusalem.  This study of God’s rescue plan will 

renew your enthusiasm for God’s story and open your 

eyes to His plan for eternity.  Sandra Richter will 

expertly guide us through key parts of the Old 

Testament, sorting events, people, and themes into 

memorable categories. 
   Plans are to meet on Sundays, 2:30 - 3:30 in Room 

216.  Deadline for registration is Sunday, Jan. 8, so 

we can order books and begin class Jan. 

22.  Each chapter contains 5 lessons to prepare for the 

next class.  To ask questions or sign up, contact Karla 

Childs, 723-4192. 

 

 
I Will Support My Church with My Presence 
Attendance:         Dec 24       Dec 25         Jan 1 
Sunday School           21               36 
8:25 Service                        45 
10:55 Service                       87               77  
6:00 p.m. Service    100                         
Facebook Live 140               73    161
                      
I Will Support My Church with My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     
   Dec 25 Jan 1 
Sunday School 30.00 40.00 
Love Offering            530.00 665.00 
Missions                    180.00    900.00 
Mem. Gen Fund          75.00                    00.00 
Coffee Time  7.00  14.00 
White Christmas   1,162.00 00.00 
Pastor Discretionary    20.00 00.00 
Youth  325.00 
Standing Stone  30.00 
Weekly Required    9,684.00 9,684.00 
Contributions       13,029.00 22,522.00 
YTD Offering       450,597.00    22,522.00 
YTD Required     503,568.00      9,684.00 
(+/-) Difference    -52,971.00        12,838.00 
               (2022) 
 
I Will Support My Church with My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of January 1                                        Roger Weeks 
Week of January 8                             Tommy Potuk 
 
Altar Guild 
January      Marie Kimble & Karla Childs 
February                         Lois Thormaehlen 
 
Counters 
January                          Virginia McKee & Doris Hendrix 
February           Richard Dix & Mike Giffin 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
January                                                    Patricia Anderson 
 
Door Greeters 
January 8               Deborah Blanton & Teri Christian 
      Dennis & Brenda Bryan  
January 15               Sarah Potuk & Jonathan Shedd  
                                                                 Ed & June Holland                           
                                                    
Coffee Time 
January 8              Jim & Debra Thorington 
January 15              Jim & Debra Thorington  
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 
 
 
 
                 

 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Chris Danford   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Billie Danford   Garry Carter 
Matilda Locke   Ryan Moorehead  
Dorothy Bon   Phyllis Dix 
Bishop McAlilly                           Barbara Cagle 
Ricky Bradford   Chris Tench     
Linda Maxwell   Mary & Don Rounds 
 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and Homebound 
Members on your prayer list even though they may not be 

listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would like 

your name removed from the prayer listing. 
 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
 

Dec 4– Jan 10, 2022 Church Family Birthdays 
 

Jan 4 Marie Kimble 
Jan 4 Dorothy Shelton 
Jan 5 Jerry Watkins 
Jan 6 Barbara D. Williams 
Jan 8 Betty Watkins 

Jan 10 Tyler Thornton 
 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

does not appear above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 
 
 

Bible Roundtable Class will begin a class on the 

book of  Revelation starting January 8, 2023, in 

Room 218. If anyone is interested in joining. 

Freddie Fibelkorn will be the  facilitator for this 

class.    
 

 
 

Hang Out Event 
 
Hello, Church! 
 
   I was not able to take Sunday School to McArthur 

Manor due to a COVID outbreak, but I was able to 

deliver some things for our residents there. We took 

stuffed animals for them and had cross necklaces and 

cards for the rest of the residents. We will split the 

remaining stuffed animals between Blue Monarch and 

Isaiah 117 House. 

   Hangout is still on break, but we will meet again on 

Jan 8 from 5:30-7:30. Remember to wear clothes you 

can paint in on Sundays because we need to finish 

painting the youth house. Our first Wednesday night will 

be Jan 11, and we will write our New Year’s Letters that 

day. 

   I pray that you have a happy and healthy 2023, and 

that this is a year of great spiritual growth for you and 

your family. I pray the same for our church! Now let’s 

get to work! 
 
See You Sunday, 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS    
 

   Happy New Year! I think most of us love a New Year, 

don't we?  I think it’s the tabla rasa, the clean slate that 

makes us all a little excited.  The idea that this new year 

is blank with nothing written on it leaves endless 

possibilities for us all! Yet we are assured of that very 

thing in Lamentations: Because of the Lord’s great love 

we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

Lamentations 3:22-23 NIV 

https://bible.com/bible/111/lam.3.22-23.NIV 

   So the questions are: What will you do with this tabla 

rasa of 2023? But how also will you use each day and 

the tabla rasa you get each morning when you wake up. 

Will you complain and grumble?? Or will you praise 

Him in blessings and in trials? I hope you have a blessed 

New Year. And until then, I'll see you at church! 
 
In Christ,  

Jessica Jernigan 
kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 
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