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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

Can you believe that it is almost February? 

What happened to January?  

For the football fans who may be reading this article, 

they will tell you that February means the end of the season 

and it means the SUPER BOWL. 

The team that wins will claim greatness, the player that 

has the best game will be awarded and recognized as the 

(most valuable player) MVP.  There will be claims of 

greatness because of the achievement during this final 

game of the season. 
 

Each of us who claims to follow Christ is also called to 

participate in the Super Bowl.  John 13:1-17 tells us the 

story of Jesus meeting with the disciples on the night before 

he was betrayed.  During that evening, he took a basin or a 

bowl, he poured water into it, and he began to wash the feet 

of his disciples and followers.  Then he dried their feet with 

the towel that was around his waist.  As he did that, he 

taught them a lesson about greatness and humility.  In the 

football world, there is one day (Super Bowl Sunday) set 

aside for greatness.  In the life of a Christ follower, every 

day is a day for greatness. 

You and I can be and are called to be great every day.  We 

can do this because every day is a day that we can humble 

ourselves, every day we can put others ahead of ourselves, 

every day we can care for the needs of others, every day 

we can deny self, every day we can do task for others that 

nobody else wants to do.  Jesus washed the feet of his 

disciples and thus set an example for us, there would be not 

argument about him being the all-time MVP.  We are to 

follow his example and show to the world the real SUPER 

BOWL.  THE REAL SUPER BOWL is won by SERVING 

OTHERS. 

 

Let's start our Super Bowl experience today. 

 

Randy 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 

I am really enjoying facilitating the Disciple 3 Bible study 

class on Sunday afternoons.  Currently, we are studying 

the letters of Paul.  This past Sunday, we got pretty deep 

into Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  
 

One of the main themes of the letter to the Philippians is 

REJOICE.  We learned that there is a difference between 

being HAPPY and having lasting JOY!  Happiness is 

determined by the external -our environment.  For 

example, “I’ll be happy when I get that new job” or “I’ll 

be happy when I get that raise.”  Now, don’t get me 

wrong.  Happiness is a GOOD thing, but it can be fleeting.  

JOY on other hand is something we choose.  And the Joy 

of the Lord is something that has great eternal value!  This 

is the reason why Paul could testify to having constant 

joy, even when he was in jail.   
 

Do you remember, in the sermon on the mount when 

Jesus said, “Seek and you shall find?”  I believe when we 

seek lasting joy, we will find it in Jesus!  And when we 

do, what a difference it makes in our living! 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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In Matthew 11:1-6 we find John the Baptist, Jesus’ own 

cousin, in prison. John seemed to wonder if Jesus was truly 

the Savior that God had promised. John sent two of his 

disciples to ask Jesus his questions. Jesus responded in love 

which reassured John that all of God’s promises are coming 

true. 
 

Bottom Line: If you don’t understand something about 

God, ask. We never want kids to feel like they can’t ask 

hard questions about God. Questions about faith are part of 

growing in your relationship with God. We pray that kids 

will find a safe place in your church to ask about what they 

don’t understand. We pray they have a great small group 

leader who will help them as they are discovering what it 

means to put their faith in God. 
 

Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 
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Hang Out Events 
If you know of a graduating senior, please either call the office 

and give their name to Suzanne or send me an email so that we 

can honor them on May 17th. 
 

In Sunday School, we talked about God’s grace. Sometimes 

we take it for granted and try to see just how much we can get 

away with and still be forgiven. When we do this, we show that 

our relationship with God is not where it should be. If we truly 

love God, then we wouldn’t try to see just how much we can 

get away with. God’s grace is not a “Get out of Hell Free” card, 

and we shouldn’t treat it like it is. 
 

We did not have Hangout Sunday night since church policy is 

to follow Manchester City Schools when they close, and they 

closed Friday and Monday due to sickness. 
 

This past Wednesday we voted on our 2020 shirts. We have an 

amazing design that was created by some of our youth, and I 

am very excited about it.  
 

This Wednesday at Hangout we continued our study on Jonah 

by studying Jonah 1:17-2:10 and discussing counterfeit 

repentance. We decided that we all have blind spots that don’t 

completely line up with God’s word, and that while coming to 

terms with that isn’t always easy, it leads to life. We were 

challenged to read Jonah 2 and John 1:8-9 and ask God to 

reveal any false repentance in our life so that we can be healed. 

To confess those false repentances as He brings them to light 

in our lives. To forgive those who have sinned against us or 

have falsely repented to us. To write 3 worldly distractions that 

shift our perspective and put them in a place where we can see 

them every day, and to pick trusted believers and ask them to 

help us identify any false repentance in our lives.  
 

This Friday, we will be going to Winter Jam. We will be 

leaving from the church as soon as possible after school that 

day. Students are responsible for their own admission ($15) as 

well as their own food money.  
 

February 2 will be our Super Bowl Party. We will be here at 

the church. Boys need to bring chips and drinks, and girls need 

to bring something sweet. We’ll have finger foods and other 

game day foods. We’ll watch until half time and then go home. 
 

Some of our high school youth will be attending Group’s Week 

of Hope June 28-July 3. Here is a link where you can learn 

more about our trip: 
https://my.groupmissiontrips.com/pc/Manchester-First-
United-Methodist-Manchester/20TN13/overview/ . 
 

Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 

amishedd@bellsouth.net 

(931) 409 - 0657 
 

 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Susan Wood Matilda Locke 
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock       Jo Lynn Longstreth 
Sarah Marshall                      Allen Niles        Karrah Winstead 
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Ben & Jenny Reyes         Tom Zimmerman            Paul Raser 
Jere Courtney  Judy Worthington       Frank Theaderman 
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

Moving Forward by Faith 
“…without faith it is impossible to please God, 

because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who 

earnestly seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6). 

I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of February 2  Tom Connelly 
Week of February 9  Jonathan Shedd 
Coffee Time 
February 2       Rich & Sue Wakeman  
February 9 & 16      Roy & Doris Hendrix                        
Altar Guild 
February       Lois Thormaehlen 
March       Kay Smoyak 
Counters  
February               Mike Giffin & Richard Dix 
March              Mike Anderson 
Greeters 
February 2 & 9 8:25    Tina & Butch Niederhauser 
 10:55  Patricia & Mike Anderson 
February 16 & 23 8:25    Deborah Blanton & Teri 

Christian 
 10:55   Nicole, Addison, & 

Chandler Carter 
Kitchen Monitor 
February      Mary Rounds 
March      Sue Reid 
Sunday School Greeters 
February 2 & 9   Kay Smoyak 
February 16 & 23   Anita Turner 

Bakers/Visitors  
February 2     Karla Childs 
February 9     Topsy Layne (Baker) 
      Anita Turner (Visitor) 
Ushers 
8:25 Service     Rich Wakeman 
10:55 Service      Marlin Hoover 
Communion Preparer 
February     Frank & Linda Langham 
March     Nancy Daniel 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

Announcements 
The Sanctuary Choir will rehearse this 
Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; 
items to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no 
later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

January 29 – Homemade Chili, 
Cornbread/Crackers/Toasted Cheese 
Sandwich, Raw Veggies and Dip    Dessert: 
Fruited Jello Salad 
February 5 – Meatloaf, Oven Roasted 
Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls, Tossed Salad 
with Dressings          Dessert: Peach Cobbler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mary Frances Brantley will be at McArthur 
Manor.  If you would like to mail her a letter or a 
card, please send them to (NOTE CHANGE): 
Mary F. Brantley 
McArthur Manor 
119 Bryan Avenue 
Manchester, TN 37355 
 
 

 
 

Donna Marie McCluskey, 76, passed 
away in her home Saturday, January 

26, 2020.  She worked for many 
years in medical billing for Golden 
Triangle in Temecula, CA and was a 
member of Manchester First United 

Methodist Church.  Her visitation 
and memorial service information 

was unavailable at the time of 
printing this newsletter.  Please pray 

for her family.  
 
 
 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                  January 26 
Sunday School                                     85 
8:25 Service           52 
10:55 Service                                                  78 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                       Total of January 26 
Sunday School                                                              50.00  
Good Samaritan   200.00 
Coffee Time      26.00 
Music      50.00 
Missions                                  4,400.00 
Required weekly                                                    9,204.00   
Budget Contribution                                             5,892.00  
Year-to-date offering                                          44,999.00         
Offering needed to date                                     36,816.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                     8,183.00                                                 
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