
January 26, 2022  Midweek Visitor 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

    

   There have been a lot of events in January that 

have been a surprise.  As most of you know by now, 

I am retiring at the end of June 2022.  I will be going 

(part time) on staff with a new ministry on July 1, 

2022.  

   The ministry that God has led me too and opened 

the door for me to be a part of is called Standing 

Stone Shepherding Ministry.  This ministry was 

started about twenty years ago in the western part of 

the U.S.  We now have a regional office in 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee .  

   It is a ministry that specifically targets the needs of 

pastors and ministry leaders across denominational  

lines.  There are scores of statistics that would shock 

you concerning the state of the church, pastors, and 

ministry leaders in America.  Some recent  statistics 

are as follows :   

*4000 new churches begin each year in America and 

7000 churches close.  

* Over 1,500 pastors’ left the ministry every month 

in 2019.  

* Over 1,300 pastors were terminated by the local 

church each month, in 2019 many without cause.   

* Only 1 out of 10 pastors who start out in local 

church ministry will actually retire as a pastor.  

   As I said before I feel that after forty-four years as 

a pastor that I can  help, support, encourage, make a 

positive difference in the life of some younger (and 

even some experienced) pastors on their ministry 

journey.    

   I just wanted to share my heart with you via this 

newsletter article.  

See you Sunday  

Shalom,   

Randy    

   

 
 
 

 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

 

Proverbs 17:22 

   In The Anatomy of an Illness: As Perceived 

by the Patient, Norman Cousins tells of being 

hospitalized with a rare, crippling disease. 

When he was diagnosed as incurable, Cousins 

checked out of the hospital. Aware of the 

harmful effects that negative emotions can have 

on the body, Cousins reasoned the reverse was 

true. So, he borrowed a movie projector and 

prescribed his own treatment, consisting of 

Marx Brothers films and old "Candid Camera" 

reruns. It didn't take long for him to discover 

that 10 minutes of laughter provided two hours 

of pain-free sleep. Amazingly, his debilitating 

disease was eventually reversed. After the 

account of his victory appeared in the New 

England Journal of Medicine, Cousins received 

more than 3000 letters from appreciative 

physicians throughout the world. 

 (Copied from Today in the Word, December 

18, 1991) 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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Hang Out Event …Continued from Page 3 

 

The second thing is that while I don’t know Reesa’s 

plans, I can imagine that once she moves to 

Fayetteville and Bro. Randy retires, she’s probably not 

going to want to be driving back and forth to 

Manchester twice a week. That being said, I need 

some more adults that would love to hang out and love 

on some teens. The more the merrier! If you think you 

can handle that, then mark that on your stewardship 

form. In addition to those two things, it would be 

lovely to have a substitute teacher for youth Sunday 

School when I’m out of town, and we always need 

Prayer Partners for our trips like BigStuf in June this 

summer. Thank you for all of your support for the 

youth ministry here! You guys are awesome! 

 

Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

GOOD SAMARITAN VOLUNTEERS 

If you would like to volunteer for Good Samaritan, 

please contact Nellie Leonard at 931-728-1077.  The 

Good Samaritan volunteers for January are below: 

January 31, 2021:  Janelle Burt, Elaine McKelvey, 

Mike & Karla Childs, Kathy Bailey, Jim & Debra 

Thorington, and Kaye Tracy.              

 

 
  Jan 26–Feb 1, 2022 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Jan 26 Linda Trumper 
Jan 27 Susie Williams 
Jan 29 Pam Ham 
Jan 29 Patricia Honeycutt 
Jan 30 Kathryn Cardwell 
Jan 30 Robert Cassady 
Jan 31 Joane Cassady 
Feb 1 Roger Weeks 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time and 

it is not listed above, please call the church office and 

a note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 

 

 

 

 

Faithful Stewards of God’s Infinite 
Grace 
 

“Each one should use whatever gift he has 
received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God’s grace in its various 
forms” (1 Peter 4:10). 
 

 

January 30th  

Stewardship Commitment 

Sunday 

5th Sunday  

One Service Only  

11:00 a.m. 
 

mailto:manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com
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 KINGDOM KIDS 
 
   It seems everyone is under the weather as winter wears 

on.  My sweet girl was super sick and somehow, I 

managed to avoid testing positive for Covid myself and 

instead got some kind of Winter cold or virus.  However, I 

know not everyone is as fortunate so many have lost a few 

days to stay home and recuperate.  It’s interesting that 

one’s attitude is much better when getting the flu, strep or 

some other aliment now.  I think everyone is just glad 

when it’s not covid that they gladly take a flu or other 

diagnosis.  Praying that everyone stays healthy this week!  

   Last week due to various things out of our control, 

Kingdom Kids had to postpone the new year beginning of 

Wednesday nights.  We are back tonight and so excited to 

welcome in the new year (finally)!  We had 11 children for 

our first Family Fun Game Night and will be having 

another event this Friday at 6:30 p.m.  Hopefully, 

everyone is healthy and can join us!  We had tons of fun 

and the kids love games.  We had a few longer games, but 

the kids seemed to favor the shorter games such as 

Checkers, Dominos and Connect Four.  My own offspring 

beat me more times than I can count at Dominos so I will 

be looking to enact my revenge this week!          

   Speaking of revenge, this week we are continuing our 

discussions of Self Control and discussing thinking before 

we speak.  Since we missed last week, we had discussion 

about Anger on Sunday.   

We talked about the Story of David and King Saul. 

As usual, the kids were very engaged and asked a lot of 

interesting questions.  Sometimes, Ms. Jessica must look 

up the answers for the kids and come back to them.  I 

LOVE THAT!   I love the curiosity and the endless ideas 

the kids have!  I hope that never ends for them!   

   Also, this week, on Friday at 7:45 a.m., we begin our 

parenting support group.  Please contact me if you have 

any questions.  We are having this class for 6 weeks and if 

the day and time doesn’t work for you, please let me 

know.  I want to find a time that works best for the most 

people so that everyone who wants to can join in the 

class!  We are excited for a full fun week.  I hope to see 

you in church!   

 

In Christ,  

Jessica  

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com  

 

 
January 26, 2022:  Chicken Tenders/Roll, Macaroni & 

Cheese, Green Beans, Dessert:  Homemade Brownie. 

February 2, 2022:  Sloppy Joe on Bun, French Fries, 

Fresh Fruit, Dessert:  Chocolate Chip Square 

Please contact the church office at 931-728-4624 to 

make reservations! 

 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                       Jan 23  
Sunday School                            51 
8:55 Service        33 
10:55 Service                                          50                           
Facebook Live                 115 
                  

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     
    Jan 23 
Sunday School  59.00 
Coffee Time  17.00 
Youth  775.00 
Missions     555.00 
Memorials to General Fund      330.00 
Projector Fund  20.00 
Non-Cash Gifts                 235.00 
Good Samaritan  100.00 
Weekly Required  9,684.00 
Contributions  10,200.00 
YTD Offering             36,511.00 
YTD Required             38,736.00 
(+/-) Difference             -2,225.00 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of January 23                        Daniel Porter 
Week of January 30             John Richardson 
 
Altar Guild 
January      Marie Kimble & Karla Childs 
February        Lois Thormaehlen 
 
Counters 
January                 Virginia McKee & Doris Hendrix 
February           Richard Dix & Mike Giffin 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
January     Patricia Anderson 
February     Patty Roberts  
 
Door Greeters 
January 30     Deborah Blanton 
February 6     Susan & Rich Wakeman 
                                                    Patricia &  Mike Anderson
       
Coffee Time 
January 30     Deborah Blanton 
February 6     Sarah Potuk 
 
 
Communion  

February 
Preparer     Frank Langham 
Servers’ 1st Service      Jonathan Shedd & Billie Danford 
Servers’ 2nd Service   Jim Thorington & Frank Langford 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

     
 
 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Billie Danford 
Matilda Locke   Chris Danford   
Dorothy Bon    Garry Carter  
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Mary & Don Rounds    
Teri & Brad Edwards   

 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 

Homebound Members on your prayer list even 
though they may not be listed above. 

Please let the church office know when you would 
like your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place 

your curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll 

down to “PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form 

and submit your prayer requests and our staff will 

pray for you. This is available 24/7. Of course, the 

church staff is available during the day at            

931-728-4624 to talk with you when you have 

prayer request. 
 

Memorials & Honorariums 

Gifts were given to the general fund in memory of Roy 

Hendrix by Barbara Williams, Jimmy & Nancy White & 

Evelyn Farrell, and Max & Judy Hester. 
 
Gifts were given to the general fund in memory of Anita  
Turner by Barbara Williams, Jimmy & Nancy White & 

Evelyn Farrell, Max & Judy Hester, Bobby & Nancy 

Cummings, and Bruce & Janet Harmon. 
 
Gifts were given to youth in memory of Roy Hendrix by 

Wade & Ann Stevenson and Jim & Debra Thorington. 
 
Gifts were given to missions in memory of Anita Turner 

by Charles & Patty Roberts, Mark & Susan Yother, and 

Jim & Debra Thorington. 
 
Gifts were given to the general fund in memory of 

Frederick Keith Stacy by Roger & Kimla Weeks and Jim 

& Debra Thorington. 
 
A gift was given to youth in memory of Anita Turner by 

Wade & Ann Stevenson. 
 
A gift was given to the projector fund in memory of 

Anita Turner by Gladys Barclay. 

 

 

 

Hang Out Event 

    
  In Sunday School this week, we studied Gideon, Moses, 

King Saul, and Saul that became Paul, and looked at how they 

felt as if they weren’t worthy of what God was calling them to 

do, but God used them anyway. None of us are perfect, but 

God wants to use each and every one of us as well. We don’t 

have to be perfect for Him to use us because if we were we 

could draw attention to ourselves. He wants to use us in our 

brokenness and our weakness so that He can shine through us. 

   At Hangout Sunday night, we watched episode 4 of Chosen. 

In watching for myself, I got the most out of the part where 

Jesus calls Peter after Peter, his brother, James, and John had 

been out fishing all night. Peter needed a huge catch in order 

to avoid being jailed by the Romans for not being able to pay 

his taxes. After a whole night of fishing, they came back to 

shore empty-handed. Jesus asked them to go out one more 

time. He was reluctant to go. He was tired and willing to face 

his fate, but he agreed. They threw the nets out one more time, 

and almost sank the boat trying to get them in! How awesome 

is our God! After that, when Jesus asked them all to follow 

Him, they had no problem leaving everything behind and 

following Him. 

   Over the next four weeks at Hangout, we will be doing a 

series called “Can I Ask That?”, where we will answer a 

series of questions. The first question we will be answering is, 

how can I prove that God is real? We’ll look at Philippians 

1:6 and Luke 9:23 and talk about the evidence we have seen 

of God in our own lives as well as the changes He has made 

in us. 

   BigStuf deposits are due this week! Deposits are $25 and 

each student is responsible to pay $125. Payments of $25 will 

be due each month from now until May at which point, they 

will have paid the entire portion they are responsible for. 

   Senior Sunday will be here before you know it, so if you 

know of a graduating senior, or you have a Senior that lives 

with you, please let me know. We will celebrate our Seniors 

in service and at Coffee Time one Sunday in May. 

   There are two things I need from you as we prepare to fill 

out our stewardship packets this week. The first is that we 

ALWAYS need food. Ms. Princess has Wednesdays covered, 

but we need people to feed us on Sundays at 5:30. If that is 

something you could do, please mark it on your stewardship 

form.  

…Continue Page 4 

 

CHESS CLUB 

The Chess Club will meet on Feb. 1, 2022, at 7:00 

P.M. in room 218 at FUMC.  If you are interested, 

please contact Eric Frantz at 931-952-1598 
 

mailto:kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com
http://www.manchesterfirst.org/

