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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

Next Sunday is commitment Sunday for our annual 

stewardship campaign. 

Next Sunday, you will be given an opportunity to make a 

financial commitment and a service commitment to 

Manchester First United Methodist Church.   

A couple of weeks ago, you should have received in the 

mail a letter of explanation, a financial commitment, and a 

volunteer service form.  You are asked to read over these, 

pray, listen, and follow the direction of the Holy Spirit and 

the leading of God in terms of your commitments to God 

and the ministry of Manchester First United Methodist 

Church.  If you have misplaced your copy, we have several 

here at the church and you can pick one up in the office.     

I hope you are as excited as I am to see where God is 

leading us for 2020, and who God is calling to fulfill 

different vital roles of ministry.   

 

Prayer concerns for the week:   

Jan. 22 Staff and students of the Christian Learning Center, 

a ministry of Manchester First United Methodist Church. 

Jan. 23 Our local Law Enforcement and first response 

teams. 

Jan. 24 Those preparing to teach Sunday School this 

Sunday. 

Jan. 25 Those leading worship and/or preaching 

tomorrow     

Jan. 26 Those who will be in worship today 

Jan. 27 Our local schools systems, teachers, staff, and 

students 

Jan. 28 Our local Medical Community, doctors, nurses etc.  

 

See you Sunday, 

 

Randy 
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 
This week we have celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

day. Dr. King, of course, was a champion for civil rights. I 

grew up in the 1960’s so was I familiar with Dr. King’s 

name, but I must admit I really did not understand the whole 

concept of civil rights at the time. There were no race riots 

in the small Ohio town I grew up in. And there just wasn’t 

much racial diversity. We had perhaps two or three African 

American families living there. I thought we all got along 

rather well. But even though we went to school with each 

other, we never worshipped together. I suppose that just 

wasn’t as important to me then as it is now.   

I will tell you this: the very first time I can remember ever 

experiencing racism was IN THE CHURCH - in my very 

first church!  I was shocked when one matriarch of the 

church expressed her “discomfort” (bigotry really) at a 

church group of African Americans who had been invited to 

come sing for our Homecoming service.  I told her she was 

free to leave if she wanted to.  I think she stayed and, in spite 

of her, we “HAD CHURCH” that day!  

While we have made some progress in the area of civil 

rights, we still have some work to do. I believe there is one 

very important and tangible thing that we, as believers 

should do. We should learn to love and treat people as Jesus 

does.  This means we see other folk for WHO THEY ARE 

and not judge them by the color of their skin.  It’s one thing 

to attempt to legislate diversity, but it takes unconditional 

love to accept people who are different than we are.  

Wouldn’t you agree? 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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After Jesus’ baptism, we head to Luke 4:1-13 and see that Jesus 

is in the wilderness. In this story, Jesus was tested. Satan 

twisted what Jesus knew about God and His Word. But Jesus 

knew better and leveraged God’s truth to fight and win over 

evil. Each time Satan twisted what Jesus knew to be true, Jesus 

countered with Scripture.  
 

Bottom Line: Discovering what’s in the Bible can help you 

make the wise choice. We always say, if you have a big 
question about what to do, the first place you should look is the 

Bible. We pray that kids will start to understand the importance 

of the Bible in their life. When they don’t know what choice to 

make, they can turn to God’s Word or someone who knows 

God’s Word to help them with whatever choices they’re facing. 
 

Jackie Connelly   

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 

 

 
 

“Souper” Bowl 2020 
Who: Football watchers! 

What: Donate a can of soup for each 
NFL playoff game through the Super 

Bowl (February 2). 
Where: Donations go to stock the 

pantry at Good Samaritan of 
Manchester. 

Why: Because we know how very 
blessed we are and we live in a 

wonderful community where neighbor 
cares for neighbor. 

 
January 26, 2020 
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Hang Out Events 
In Sunday School this week, we continued our study on God’s 

Amazing Grace by digging in to His word. We talked about 

how Christianity is more than just living the “Golden Rule” 

and gaining “God Points” by doing good things. We MUST 

have things in the right order and Ephesians 2:8-10 helps us 

find that order. It says that “It is by grace that you have been 

saved”. We haven’t saved ourselves. God saved us, so we 

should never think of ourselves as being better Christians that 

anyone because we are where we are in our walk with God 

because of God’s grace. 
 

At Hangout Sunday night, we had a time of fellowship and 

worship. We will finish our series on Teens vs Parents next 

Sunday. 
 

At Hangout on Wednesday night, we read and studied Jonah 

1:7-16. We learned that the way we live out our lives reflects 

what we truly believe on the inside. When we fail to live out 

our faith, we harden ourselves toward God and may bring 

trouble to those around us just like Jonah did. We’re not 

perfect. We’re all sinners in a sinful world, but we’re called to 

be aware of those inconsistencies and be motivated to repent 

rather than run. 
 

Again, if you have a senior or know of one in our church please 

let me know or call the church office. I am already in the 

process of working on Senior Sunday, which will be May 17.  
 

Other Important dates: 
*Winter Jam-Jan 31, we’ll leave as soon as we can from 

church. If you’re going, get here ASAP. You’ll need $15 for 

your admission and money for food.  
*Super Bowl Party at church Feb 2 (we’ll watch until half time 

and go home...I have a bedtime!) 
*Sunrise Breakfast is on Easter Sunday (4/12- no Hangout that 

night) 
*Senior Sunday is May 17 
*Week of Hope with Group Mission Trips is June 28-July 3 
*BigStuf is July 12-16 
 

Be Blessed 
 

Ami Shedd 

amishedd@bellsouth.net 

(931) 409 - 0657 
 

 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families. 
 
Mary & Don Rounds          Susan Wood Matilda Locke 
Sharon Brown       Sandy Matlock       Jo Lynn Longstreth 
Donna McCluskey              Sarah Marshall            Allen Niles 
Evans Baird                         Mason Phillips             Adam Luke 
Ben & Jenny Reyes         Tom Zimmerman      
  

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 

Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are available 
at the Welcome Center counter. 

Moving Forward by Faith 
“…without faith it is impossible to please God, 

because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who 

earnestly seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6). 

I Will Support My Church With My Service          
Building Checker 
Week of January 26  Daniel Porter 
Week of February 2  Tom Connelly 
Coffee Time 
January 26 & Feb. 2      Rich & Sue Wakeman  
February 9 & 16      Roy & Doris Hendrix                        
Altar Guild 
January       Marie Kimble & Karla Childs 
February       Lois Thormaehlen 
Counters  
January               Doris Hendrix & Claus 

Thormaehlen 
February               Mike Giffin & Richard Dix 
Greeters 
January 26 8:25    Nancy & Jimmy White 
 10:55  Brigitte & Joey Hendren 
February 2 & 9 8:25    Tina & Butch Niederhauser 
 10:55  Patricia & Mike Anderson 
Kitchen Monitor 
January      Patricia Anderson 
February      Mary Rounds 
Sunday School Greeters 
January 26   Ann Stevenson 
February 2 & 9   Kay Smoyak 

Bakers/Visitors  
January 26     Bea Ferrell 
February 2     Karla Childs 
Ushers 
8:25 Service     James McKelvey 
10:55 Service      Marlin Hoover 
Communion Preparer 
February     Frank & Linda Langham 
March     Nancy Daniel 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 

 

Announcements 
The Sanctuary Choir will rehearse this 
Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
 
DEADLINES – Items to be put in the newsletter are 
due to the office no later than Monday at 3 p.m.; 
items to be put in the bulletin are due to the office no 
later than Thursday at noon.  Thank you! 
 
POSTAGE DUE – The post office charges us every 
time we get a newsletter returned to us due to the 
addressee moving without notifying our office.  
Please let us know when you move or change your 
address.  Thank you! 
 
IN CASE WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU – 
Please notify the office with updated phone numbers 
so we can get our records up to date in case we need 
to contact you.  Thank you! 
 
Just about ANYTHING you need to know about the 
mission and ministry of Manchester First UMC can 
be found at our website, www.manchesterfirst.org! 
Download the “Mid-Week Visitor,” audio and video 
of sermons and children’s sermons, links to other 
important web sites, and even find help for those who 
need it.  Check out our website today! 
 

 
Wednesday Night Menu 

January 22 – Chicken Tenders, Macaroni & 
Cheese, Fried Okra, Rolls, Tossed Salad with 
Dressings    Dessert: Yellow Cake with 
Chocolate Icing 
January 29 – Homemade Chili, 
Cornbread/Crackers/Toasted Cheese 
Sandwich, Raw Veggies and Dip    Dessert: 
Fruited Jello Salad 
 

 
Join the WESLEY WANDERERS as we resume 
our monthly meeting on Thursday, January 23, 
10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  January is 
traditionally SOUP month so prepare your favorite 
soup and side and bring it for our lunch!  Everyone is 
invited! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mary Frances Brantley will be at McArthur 
Manor.  If you would like to mail her a letter or a 
card, please send them to (NOTE CHANGE): 
Mary F. Brantley 
McArthur Manor 
119 Bryan Avenue 
Manchester, TN 37355 

 
 

Honorarium 
A gift to the Good Samaritan in honor of Roy & 
Doris Hendrix was given by Max & Judy Hester. 
 

 
2019 Contribution Statements are 
available for pickup at the Welcome 
Center.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Kimla Weeks. 
Thank you all for your faithful 
support in 2019.  Praying for a 
blessed 2020 for everyone! 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                  January 19 
Sunday School                                     80 
8:25 Service           61 
10:55 Service                                                  82 
Facebook Live        68 
 

I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                                       Total of January 19 
Sunday School                                                              65.00  
Youth                                                                          10.00 
Good Samaritan      25.00 
Coffee Time      25.00 
Missions    375.00 
Required weekly                                                    9,202.00   
Budget Contribution                                             9,713.00  
Year-to-date offering                                          39,107.00         
Offering needed to date                                     27,606.00 
(+/-) Difference                                                    11,501.00                                                 
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