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 From the Pastor’s Desk 

MLK Jr. As I write this our nation is celebrating Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Day.  In honor of Reverend King, I’d like to 

share a brief and powerful quote for today from his Letter 

from Birmingham Jail, “A just law is a manmade code that 

squares with the moral law or the law of God. An unjust law 

is a code that is out of harmony with the moral law.”   

Thank you to everyone who turned in their surveys!   

Updates on Disaffiliation: Regardless of where I have or 

could have served as an ordained United Methodist Pastor, 

including my years as a Navy Chaplain, the questions that 

are now widely discussed during this season of disaffiliation 

have been multiplying. As we move into the days ahead, I 

need each of you to be fully informed not just about the steps 

of the disaffiliation process, but why the disaffiliation vote in 

our church and in the broader United Methodist Church is 

upon us. Further, we need to be equally informed now on 

what happens post-disaffiliate and why we should consider 

affiliating with the Global Methodist Church or some other 

Wesleyan Orthodox Christian Church. To best keep you 

informed, I encourage you to take full advantage of the 

following opportunities:  

• Starting Sunday, January 22 – February 26 at 

10:00 a.m. A study of the book: Multiplying 
Methodism: A Bold Witness of Wesleyan Faith at 

the Dawn of the Global Methodist Church. Our Lay 

Leader, Jim Thorington, will lead the study in the 

followship hall during Sunday School. The authors 

Jeff Greenway and [Bishop] Mike Lowry are both 

veteran leaders within the United Methodist Church 

and founding leaders of the new church movement. 

They know the struggle people and churches face in 

making their decisions and layout a way forward.   

• Starting Wednesday, January 25 – February 22 

at 6:00 p.m.  A study of the book: Are We Really 
Better Together? Revised Edition: An Evangelical 

Perspective on the Division in The UMC.  Our 

Administrative Chair, Mike Giffin, will lead the 

study on this book and bring in other supporting 

documents. The Authors Walter B. Fenton and Rob 

Renfroe will lay out why The United Methodist 

Church is at a crossroads and what the major issues 

are. Continued Page 4… 

                                                

   A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 
    In 1964, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. accepted the 

Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo, Norway.  In his 

acceptance speech  he said the following: "I believe 

that unarmed truth and unconditional love will 

have the final word in reality. This is why right, 

temporarily defeated, is stronger than evil 

triumphant." 

   As I write this article today, it is Martin Luther Jr 

Day, and our nation celebrates the great strides he 

made in the civil rights movement.  I grew up in the 

1960’s and quite honestly, I was not aware of the 

struggles of Black Americans back then.  In fact, I 

don’t think I experienced racism until I became a 

pastor and saw it in the first church I served!  

(That’s a story for another time). 

   But to “piggyback” on MLK’s quote above: I 

thought about how our enemy, the devil, must have 

laughed in the face of God when Jesus drew His last 

breath on the cross and what a crushing blow Jesus’ 

death must have been to His Disciples.  Ah!  But we 

know the rest of the story!  Because the death of 

Jesus was necessary and temporary, and Christ 

DEFEATED SATAN for all time when God raised 

him up out of that grave!  So, remember this the 

next time you might feel defeated!  We’ve read the 

back of the book and WE WIN!  In the meantime, 

remember this, “He has shown you, O mortal, what 

is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly[a] with your God.”  Micah 6:8 
   
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
 
***************************************************** 

Please Make Note: Our Church Conference for the 

purposes of voting on whether to disaffiliate from 

the UMC is Monday, February 27, 2023, at 6:00 

p.m.  Only professing members attending in person 

can vote. Everyone is invited to attend. 
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From The Pastor’s Desk…Continued from Page 1 

Note: both books are readily available for your purchase on 

Amazon or through other book retailers.  

• Sunday, January 29 – Attend the Fellowship meal 

followed by the Town Hall Meeting after our 

Combined Services at 10:55. Topics during the Town 

Hall will include:  

o What to expect on February 27 at the 

disaffiliation vote  

o Timeline (steps) of the disaffiliation process  

o Answers to many of the questions being 

asked about disaffiliation 

o A discussion of affiliation options  

o Question and Answer Session  

• Coming Shortly to our FUMC Website: On our 

website at https://www.manchesterfirst.org/ click on 

the “TOWN MEETING” header for coming periodic 

new postings addressing disaffiliation and affiliation 

issues to include presentations, articles, podcasts, and 

other timely links for your information.  

   Like all of you, I have high hopes for our future. These high 

hopes are rooted in prayer and what I sense God wants to do in 

and through our lives through engagement in worship, 

intentional discipleship, and serving in ministry and mission.  

   We are thankful to share that many people are returning to 

Church, and we're also beginning to see new people attend and 

participate in the church's life. This is all good news. At the 

same time, we have Empty Vessels to be Filled (EVF).  

   Healthy churches are open and transparent about the EVFs 

and issues we navigate, so we share this openly in hopes that 

additional people step up to serve. Like the godly widow in 2 

Kings 4 we believe that when we make our needs known to 

God that He will not just provide for our immediate needs but 

far more than expected.  

   Considering this need, would you please consider two 

things: First, we need to be proactive to correct an ongoing 

issue of not having any active licensed drivers for the Church 

Bus.  (Multiple) licensed Drivers are immediately needed to 

support the children and youth programs and to support other 

periodic church ministries. Secondly, please lift this need 

before God in prayer. God has more invested in His church 

than we do. Based on the success of your children and youth 

programs and their outreach to the community the bus 

ministry is essential.  We all remember how important it is to 

feel secure about the care and ministry your children and 

youth receive not only during a church activity, but while 

going to and from them.  

2023 Pledge Cards.  If you have not already turned yours in it 

is not too late to do so as an act of faithful stewardship and 

encouragement.  Pledge cards are available in the church 

office or email manchesterfumc@gmail.com and request one.  

2023 Budget. Committee Chairs, Ministry Directors, and 

Working Group Chairs please if you have not already done so 

review and update your 2023 budget requests and turn them in 

to our Financial Secretary.  

 

To God Be the Glory! 

Stephen 
 

God grants to the people the ability to earn 
that which is God’s already, money and wealth. 

“Wealth and honor come from you; you 
are the ruler of all things. In your hands 
are strength and power to exalt and give 
strength to all ” (1 Chronicles 29:12). 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah+6%3A8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22657a
https://www.manchesterfirst.org/
mailto:manchesterfumc@gmail.com
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Memorials & Honorariums 

A gift was given to the Pastor Discretionary Fund in 

memory of Bettye Roberson by The Roberson 

Family. 
 
Gifts were given to the General Fund in memory of 

Bettye Roberson and John Estes by Mr. & Mrs. Don 

Rounds. 
 
A gift was given to the General Fund in memory of 

Bettye Roberson by Jim & Debra Thorington. 
 

 
 

January 18, 2023 

Beef Tacos 

Shredded Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese, Sour Cream, Etc. 

Fruit Salad 

Homemade Brownie 

January 25, 2023 

Chicken Tenders/Dinner Roll 

Macaroni/Cheese 

Green Beans 

Strawberry Cake 

Meals will begin at 5:30.  Please your RSVP is 

needed by Tuesday prior to each meal by calling 

the church office at 931-728-4624. 
 

 
Dates to Remember 

January 22, 2023 – New Bible Study – Fellowship 

Hall 

January 29, 2023 – 5th Sunday Fellowship Meal & 

Town Hall Forum 

February 27, 2023- Church Conference for the 

purposes of voting on whether to disaffiliate from the 

UMC . 

 

Good Samaritan is needing volunteers for Monday 

January 23rd and Monday January 30th if you would 

like to volunteer, please contact Nellie Leonard at  

931-409-4490.  

 

5th SUNDAY, TOWN HALL FORUM & 

FELLOWSHIP MEAL: On January 29, following 

the Joint Worship at 10:55 p.m. during the fellowship 

meal our church leadership will be hosting a forum 

and information session on disaffiliation and what 

happens afterward if our church votes to disaffiliate.  

 
 

 

 
I Will Support My Church with My Presence 
Attendance:                          Jan 15 
Sunday School                              56 
8:25 Service                        50 
10:55 Service                                          97  
Facebook Live                    184
                      
I Will Support My Church with My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     
                                  Jan 15 
Sunday School  74.00 
Love Offering              325.00 
Missions                        360.00 
Mem. Gen Fund                              50.00 
Coffee Time    22.00 
Pastor Discretionary    100.00 
Youth  24.00 
Standing Stone  10.00 
Non-Cash Gifts  32.00 
Weekly Required      9,684.00 
Contributions         6,146.00 
YTD Offering            38,479.00 
YTD Required            29,052.00 
(+/-) Difference      9,427.00 
                
I Will Support My Church with My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of January 15                           Nicole Holland 
Week of January 22                        Eric Beachboard 
 
Altar Guild 
January      Marie Kimble & Karla Childs 
February                         Lois Thormaehlen 
 
Counters 
January                          Virginia McKee & Doris Hendrix 
February           Richard Dix & Mike Giffin 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
January                                                    Patricia Anderson 
February     Topsy Layne 
 
Door Greeters 
January 22               Sarah Potuk & Jonathan Shedd  
                                                                 Ed & June Holland                           
January 29                                                    5th Sunday  
                                                     Mike & Patricia Anderson                           
                                                    
Coffee Time 
January 22                                      Mike Giffin  
January 29                                      Mike Giffin 
 
Communion  
February 
Preparer     Jim Thorington 
Server’s 8:25             Karla Childs & Deborah Blanton 
Server’s 10:55             Kaye Tracy & Debra Thorington 
 
 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 
 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Ed Turner   Evans Baird 
Mason Phillips   Chris Tench     
Barbara Cagle   Dorothy Bon 
Matilda Locke   Ryan Moorehead  
Dorothy Bon   Phyllis Dix 
Billie & Chris Danford  Linda Maxwell 
Mary & Don Rounds 
 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and Homebound 
Members on your prayer list even though they may not be 

listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would like 

your name removed from the prayer listing. 
 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
 

Jan. 18– Jan 24, 2022 Church Family Birthdays 
 

Jan 19 Sarah Potuk 
Jan 20 Jack Smoyak  
Jan 21 Randy Brown 
Jan 21 Kay Greenwood 
Jan 21 Zakkary Huddleston 

 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

does not appear above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 
 
 
Blue Monarch Graduation will be Sunday, February 5, 

2023, at 3:00 p.m. on the Blue Monarch Campus. If you 

would like to attend, please contact 

info@bluemonarch.org or call 931-924-8900 for 

directions.      
 
Gifts to Jesus: It is never too late to give a gift to Jesus 

by turning in your pledge or talent cards to the church 

office or through the general offering, or designated 

giving or volunteering or starting a new ministry or 

supporting an existing one.  

 

 

Hang Out Event 
 
Hello, Church! 

   This week Hangout watched Chosen Season 3, 

Episode 1. We got to hear bits and pieces of the Sermon 

on the Mount, and talk about it. Next Sunday we’re back 

to painting. Wednesday night we’ll have Bible Study. 

   Right now, at the youth house we have 2 rooms that 

only need trim painted, and the kitchen is super close! 

Once we’re finished painting, we’ll move on to flooring 

in the kitchen and garage and some electrical. We’re 

getting there. 

   In the month of February, we have 2 fundraisers going 

on. The first is a calendar fundraiser like we did in 

August. There will be youth at the Welcome Center to 

help you with that. The second is a City-wide Chili Cook 

Off that will be in the Fellowship Hall on Feb. 11 from 

5-6:30. Think you make some amazing chili? Bring it 

on! It’s $10 to enter your pot of chili, and $5 to eat all 

the chili you can handle!!! Hope to see you there!! 
 
See You Sunday, 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS    
 

   In the beginning God created...  I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 

End. 

From Genesis to Revelation, scripture is all connected.   

And just as scriptures are all connected,  we are all 

connected to each other. And not just because we happen 

to attend the same church.  It's much more important 

than that.   

   Something Ms. Nicole said about the youth recently 

has stayed firmly planted in my mind.  She noted she 

and Mrs. Ami had grown up at FUMC. She also noted 

the time, energy and love that was poured into them 

through children's and youth programs.  That has 

transformed countless lives. Which, in turn, has 

transformed other lives.  A chain reaction of love that 

begins and ends in Christ.  It's life changing, continues 

today and will continue into the future.  KNOW that 

what you do, in Christ, is changing the world.  That is 

everything! 
 
In Christ,  

Jessica Jernigan 
kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 
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