
January 13, 2021  Midweek Visitor 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk      

 
   If you know me very well, you know that I am seldom 

at a loss for words. As I sit at my desk this morning, I find 

that I am at a loss for words about situations that we find 

ourselves in as a nation. 

There is so much hate in the hearts of many toward others. 

There is so much mistrust toward those in positions of 

leadership and authority.  There is so much malice and 

bitterness floating through our society. There is so much 

poison and revenge being taunted from every direction.   

   I can't help but think that it must break the heart of God 

to see his children acting like that toward one another. 

God seeks to be in harmony with his creation and with us, 

I am going to share a few scriptures for your 

consideration.  Please read over  these; let them guide 

your prayers for our country during these difficult days.  

1. Mark 3:25  "A house divided against itself cannot 

stand." 

2. Matthew 18:22  Concerning forgiveness "I tell 

you not seven times but seventy times seven.” 

3. John 18:11  "Peter, put away your sword."  

4. Romans  12:19  "Do not take revenge my dear 

friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is 

written vengeance is mine , I will repay," says the 

Lord.  

   Join me in pondering and praying over these verses this 

week.  It is what the book says, and we are people of the 

book.   

  

See you Sunday,   

  

Brother Randy  

 

  
 

A NOTE FROM DANA… 

    

      A few nights ago, Pam and I were watching 

television when this commercial came on where the 

voice-over was heard to say, “it is the season for 

giving!”  I turned to Pam and said, “it IS the season 

for giving, but shouldn’t that season be all year 

long?”  She quite readily agreed.  Quite honestly, 

that got me to thinking about the saying “it is more 

blessed to give than to receive.”  That verse from 

Acts 20 is often slightly misquoted.  This is what 

Paul said in the context of that verse: “In everything 

I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work 

we must help the weak, remembering the words the 

Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.’”   

   Interestingly, the word Paul uses for “weak” is the 

Greek word “astheneo.”  It literally means “(those) 

without strength, feeble (in any sense), diseased or 

sick.”   We do not have to look far to find folks who 

are “weak.”  There is great joy in the act of giving 

when it is done in true humility and with pure 

motives.  Let’s begin to make 2021 the year when 

we do MORE to help those in need.   

 

Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

January 13, 2021 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Randall T. Brown          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number     (615) 521-3346 Senior Pastor’s Phone Number 
 

 
January 13 – January 19, 2021 Church Family Birthdays 

 

Jan 13 Jack Beachboard 
Jan 13 Stan Jarrell 
Jan 14 Paul Huffman III 
Jan 19 Sarah Potuck 

 

If you have a birthday during the above listed time and 

it is not listed above, please call the church office and 

a note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 
 

2020 Contribution/Giving Statements 

 

Your Statement will be mailed this week. Please 

let me know if you have any questions or if any of 

your information [address, name, etc.] needs updated. 

Thank you again for your faithful giving to the 

ministries of our church. 

  

Kimla Weeks  

Financial Secretary 

 

 

Blessed by God to be a Blessing 
 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 

with every spiritual blessing in Christ.” Ephesians 1:3 

If you, or if you know of any adult of 

any age who might benefit from 

assistance navigating through the 

available TN education initiatives and 

related paperwork (FAFSAs or college 

admissions, etc.) to make their technical 

school, college, or university education 

a reality, affordable, and in many cases 

free, please contact Autumn or Tina 

at watchlightsministry@protonmail.com

 or text 931-450-8167 to make an 

appointment. There are no fees for this 

service. 

 

Sally O’Neal Fellowship 

 

The Sally O’Neal fellowship will not meet 

until further notice. 

   As you know we are in the middle of our financial 

stewardship campaign.  In the mailing you recently 

received, you will notice pledge lines for General Fund, 

Missions and Building Fund. As you consider your 

commitment to the ministries of our church, I want to 

provide some clarification. 

   For many years, the Missions Committee worked on a 

fiscal year of October 1 to September 30 and conducted 

a separate pledge campaign in the fall of the year.  

Recently the Missions committee decided to change to 

a calendar year and are now included with our Annual 

Stewardship Campaign.  Missions continues to 

maintain a separate missions budget and giving to 

missions continues to be separate from the general 

fund through designated giving.  Our Missions 

Committee is very intentional about supporting mission 

projects locally, regionally, and globally.  Please use 

the Missions pledge line for your commitment to these 

ministries of the church.  Watch for the full list of the 

ministries supported in next week’s Newsletter. 

One last point to clarify.  We do not currently have a 

Building Fund and you can disregard that line on the 

pledge form.  Thank you for your support as you 

consider how you have been blessed by God to be a 

blessing. 
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Memorials & Honorariums 
A gift was given to the general fund in memory of  Dr. 

Jesse Overall by Butch & Tina Niederhauser. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of  John 

Roberson by Butch & Tina Niederhauser. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of  Dr. 

Jesse Overall by Beverly Smith. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of  John 

Roberson by Beverly Smith. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of  Dr. 

Jesse Overall by Ken & Marie Kimble. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of  John 

Roberson by The Barth, Hanneke Family &  

Lew Wilson. 

 

A gift was given to the pastor discretionary fund in 

memory of  John Roberson by Carolyn Norfleet.  

 

A gift was given to the pastor discretionary fund in 

memory of  Peggy Weeks by Carolyn Norfleet.  

 

A gift was given to the pastor discretionary fund in 

memory of  Craig Isbell by Carolyn Norfleet.  

 

A gift was given to the pastor discretionary fund in 

memory of  Dr. Jesse Overall by Carolyn Norfleet. 

 

A gift was given to the family fund in memory of  Peggy 

Weeks by Charles & Patty Roberts . 

 

A gift was given to the family fund in memory of  John 

Webb by Charles & Patty Roberts. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of  Peggy 

Weeks by Roy & Doris Hendrix. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of  John 

Roberson by Roy & Doris Hendrix. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of  Peggy 

Weeks by Jim & Debra Thorington. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of  Dr. 

Jesse Overall by Doris Inez Hendrix. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of John 

Roberson by Doris Inez Hendrix. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of Dr. 

Jesse Overall by Kay Pratt. 

 

 

I Will Support My Church With My Presence 
Attendance:                                          Jan 10          
Sunday School       30 
8:25 Service       30 
10:55 Service       53 
Facebook Live       204 
 
I Will Support My Church With My Gifts  
                                Total of       Jan 10 
Mustard Seed Ranch    25.00 
Flowers    30.00 
Youth    20.00 
Pastor Discretionary    150.00 
Watch Light Ministry    60.00 
Missions    280.00 
Memorials to General Fund    750.00 
Family Fund    50.00 
Music    25.00 
Required Weekly    9,204.00 
Budget Contribution    7,816.00 
YTD Offering    20,174.00 
YTD Required    18,408.00 
(+/-) Difference    +1,766.00  

 
I Will Support My Church With My Service 

 

Building Checker 
Week of January 17    Eric Beachboard 
Week of January 24    Roger Weeks 
        
Altar Guild 
For the Month of January    Marie Kimble  
             Karla Childs  
Counters 
For the Month of January      Claus Thormaehlen 
           Doris Hendrix 
For the Month of February                            Richard Dix 
                        Mike Giffin 
Kitchen Monitors  
For the Month of January     
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Hursel “George” Shanks passed away January 10, 

2021 at Autumn Oaks.  Mr. Shanks was 92 years 

old.  He is survived by his wife Betsy Shanks and 

daughter Lois Thoemaehlen.  A small family 

graveside service is being planned in Nashville 

where Mr. & Mrs. Shanks resided before moving 

to Manchester. 
 

 

 

 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
 

Bernice Thornton  Judy Starr 
Bob Truesdale   Ed Turner 

Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Sandy Matlock   Troy Rose 
Matilda Locke   Diane Conklin 
Billie Danford   Bettye Roberson 
Mary & Don Rounds  Suzanne Smead   
Mr. Ed & Mrs. Sue Yother Jerry Freeze 
Betsy Shanks   Jeanette Taylor 
Justin Hendrix   Sue Reid 
Dorothy Bon & her daughter Becky   
   

Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and 
Homebound Members on your prayer list even though 

they may not be listed above. 
 

Please let the church office know when you would like 
your name removed from the prayer listing. 

 
Copies of the complete Prayer Concerns list are 

available at the Welcome Center counter. 
 

     Memorials & Honorariums 
A gift was given to the general fund in memory of John 

Roberson by Kay Pratt. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of Peggy 

Weeks by Kay Pratt. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of Peggy 

Weeks by Frank & Linda Langham. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of Dr. 

Jesse Overall  by Frank & Linda Langham. 

 

A gift was given to the music fund in memory of Peggy 

Weeks by Rev Dana & Pam Brooks. 

 

A gift was given to Mustard Seed Ranch in memory of 

John Roberson by Rev Dana & Pam Brooks. 

 
A gift was given to the general fund in memory of Peggy 

Weeks by the Richard Dix Family. 

 

A gift was given to the general fund in memory of John 

Webb by the Richard Dix Family. 

Hang Out Event  
 
   What’s the saying about when we make a plan, God laughs? 

Well, the plan had been to begin having Hangout again this 

Wednesday, but our church policy is to follow Manchester 

City School, and they are virtual through the end of next 

week, so my ministry team, Mrs. Lois, Mrs. Jackie, and I have 

decided to push Wednesday nights back and start on Jan 20. 

That will be the first night for Wednesday night meals with 

Ms. Princess, and our first night back in session. 

   In Sunday School this week we finished up session 2 of Tim 

Tebow’s Shaken. It covered chapters 3-5 of his book. We 

learned that God is always fighting for us and that no matter 

what we are going through, we can have peace if we choose to 

keep trusting him. Time told us to put the following 

statements in a place where we can see them daily: You are 

chosen by God (2Thessolonians 2:13). You are a child of God 

(Galatians 3:2). You are a new creation in Christ (2 

Corinthians 5:17). You are God’s masterpiece (Ephesians 

2:10). You are deeply loved (Romans 5:8) You are blessed 

with spiritual blessings in heavenly places (Ephesians 1:3). 

   Please keep our students and teachers in your prayers. I 

believe 2 of my students have been diagnosed so far. Keep 

our school boards and directors in your prayers as they make 

decisions that impact so many families.  

 

 Be Blessed! 

Ami Shedd 

manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 

 

KINGDOM KIDS 

 
   In week two, we head to Luke 12:13-21 where we find a 

parable Jesus told about a rich man who was focused on the 

wrong thing. As a successful farmer, his land produced a large 

amount of crops. He decided to build bigger and bigger barns 

to collect it all. He might have a had a lot for himself, but he 

failed to think about how he could have helped the people 

around him.  

Bottom Line: Share what you have.  

   Sometimes we are on the receiving end of someone’s 

generosity, but other times we get to show responsibility by 

sharing and being generous to others. When we realize that 

God has given us everything we have, we’re more likely to 

share with others. We pray that as kids learn more about the 

parable of the rich man, they’ll discover ways they can be 

responsible with how they share what they have. 

 
Jacqueline Connelly 

jackiefromchurch@outlook.com 
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