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The hours that she/they have sacrificed are untold.  That is more than any one person 

should have to endure.  Randa and Reesa have also had to endure their share of sermon’s 

and being used as illustrations for daddy to make a point or get a laugh.  I have been truly 

blessed to have these three remarkable ladies by my side through much of this journey.  

Now as to what will come next.  For MFUMC, the Bishop and D.S. along with your 

SPRC will work together to get the right and proper fit and appoint a new Pastor for this 

congregation effective July 1, 2022 

   As for me, I mentioned the word transitioning earlier in this announcement.  Let me 

explain, for several years I have felt and have been asking God what he had next for me 

to do in terms of a ministry setting.  I have knocked on several doors and opportunities to 

see if God would open those doors for me.  My heart’s desire and longing is to be a 

chaplain and or character coach for a successful athletic program on the collegiate level. 

God has not yet opened that door.  It remains to be seen if that door will open in the 

future.   I may have even aged out of that possibility. I have knocked on different doors 

and inquired as to going on staff with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and an 

organization called Nations of Coaches.  Still those doors have not opened for me. About 

a year ago God showed me the next step and door he wanted me to walk through in 

ministry.  It is a Ministry called Standing Stone Shepherding Ministry.  Standing Stone is 

a ministry that focuses on pastors and ministry leaders.  Countless people in ministry are 

facing a huge crisis, there are on average 1,200 to 1,500 pastors and/or ministry leaders 

that quit the ministry every month ( this is across denominational lines) in America.  

Many of that number do so because of burn out, divorce, infidelity, and or moral failure.  

Standing Stone is a ministry that focuses on those pastors, their spouses, and other 

ministry leaders that are struggling to keep going and I will begin my role as what is 

known as a “Field Shepherd” with this organization/ministry on  July 1, 2022.  We are 

attempting to face this crisis head on, and to offer healing and restoration to those who 

are pastors and ministry leaders.  

   I am a blessed man to get to go out (retire or transition) this way, that is on my own 

terms.  No one has asked me to leave, resign, retire, or transition.  I just know in my heart 

that the time is right for a new season of ministry, and I am super excited about my future 

in this ministry.     

   I cannot begin to thank you and express my gratitude to each of you for what you have 

come to mean to me and my family over these last eight and one half soon to be nine 

years, we still have five months left in this journey together.   

 

Bro Randy 
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We have missed our Wednesday nights with our kids and can’t wait to get back in the 

routine!  Remember that if schools are cancelled that in abundance of caution, our 

Kingdom Kids Services will be cancelled as well.   

   I know Pastor and his sweet family had big news for us this week.  I myself was not 

prepared for the news but am just super excited to see what plans God has for Pastor and 

his family as well as MFUMC.  A few years ago, my dad was really sick and in the 

hospital at Erlanger in Chattanooga.  I had been volunteering at FUMC for some time but 

was not a member of our church and only attended on Sunday if Jackie or Tom had 

something specific, they were doing at church (as I had obligations at other churches at 

that time).  I will never forget Pastor reaching out to me to offer advice and information 

about my dad’s health and during a surgery coming to the hospital to visit with my dad 

and my family.  That was such an example of being the church and representing the body 

of Christ and that is representative of my experiences with the entire family.  When 

pastor announced his transition, I thought of all of the collective moments that have 

formed such an admiration and respect of his work and his dedication to Christ.   

   I am excited to see you all this week in Church!  

 

In Christ,  

Jessica  

kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 
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