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 From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
2023 - The Year of Opportunity, Evangelism, and 

Discipleship – Let the Holy Spirit in! Pray for the 

mission of our Church – to enable us to lead the lost to 

Jesus, to recover those gone astray, and make disciples 

for the Kingdom of God as we love God and one 

another.  

Please get your surveys in by Sunday, 15 January.  A 

survey is included in this newsletter and if you have not 

already done so, please complete it and turn it in.  The 

survey went out to the church on our Facebook site and at 

church Sunday, 8 January.  Thank you to everyone who 

has already returned their survey by email or by dropping 

them off in the red-topped survey boxes located outside 

the church office and at the back of the Sanctuary.    

Quote of the Week.  Tertullian (160 – 220CE), “It is 

absolutely forbidden to repay evil with evil.” “The 

Christian does not hurt even his enemy.” “Only without 

the sword can the Christian wage war: the Lord has 

abolished the sword.” 

Sermon Highlight. (Matthew 2:1-12; Matthew 3:13-17) 

Both gospel lessons record Epiphanies – the clear 

presentation of the understanding who Jesus was.  The 

first Gospel’s epiphany clearly showed that Jesus, the 

incarnate Son of God, came not just to the Jews, but to all 

us Gentiles as well.  How so? Through the coming of the 

non-Jewish Wise men form foreign nations to worship 

him and to present the baby Jesus with royal gifts 

signifying that the baby Jesus was indeed ‘King’ Jesus the 

Salvation of God who had come to the entire world.    

    Then some thirty years later when this Baby Jesus had 

become a man (Matthew 3:13-17) he unleashed another 

Epiphany when he asked John the Baptist to baptism him.  

The Epiphany that Jesus opened up was fourfold.  First, 

from Jesus’ own lips his Baptism was done to fulfill all 

righteousness.  This means that the baptism of Jesus 

indicated that Jesus was solely consecrated to God and 

officially approved by God – as depicted by the descent of 

the Holy Spirit (v. 16) and then the words of the Holy 

Father, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased”.   Continued Page 4… 
 

   A NOTE FROM DANA… 
 
   Back in the late 1950s/early 1960’s there was a 

show on television called “The Rifleman.”  It 

starred Chuck Conners as “Lucas McCain” and 

Johnny Crawford as his son “Mark McCain.” In one 

episode you see father and son overlooking some 

new pasture territory.  Young Mark turns around as 

if he heard something.  His father says, “no looking 

back, son!”  To which the boy replies “I’m not 

looking back, I’m just remembering back.”  Then 

his father says, “Let’s just start from here!” 

   And, yes, I was watching this episode on 

YouTube recently and that part of the script struck 

me as being very good advice!  While we are often 

grateful for our past, we cannot live there.  We are 

constantly moving forward in time, and it is 

important that we have faith for our future.  So, we 

start from here!  Hey, this reminds me of something 

else: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 

the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 

29:11) We can trust God with our future! 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Dana 
 
***************************************************** 

Please Make Note: Our Church Conference for 

the purposes of voting on whether to disaffiliate 

from the UMC is Monday, February 27, 

2023, at 6:00 p.m.  Only professing members 

attending in person can vote. Everyone is 

invited to attend. 
 
Gifts to Jesus: It is never too late to give a gift 

to Jesus by turning in your pledge or talent 

cards to the church office or through the general 

offering, or designated giving or volunteering 

or starting a new ministry or supporting an 

existing one.  
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The Midweek Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

Our mission is to lead persons to Christ and disciple believers 

January 11, 2023 
Serving the people of Manchester since 1813 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Stephen Lee          
(931) 728-4624 Office Phone Number      

 

From the Pastor’s Desk…From Page 1 

Second, at Jesus baptism John the Baptist publicly 

announced the arrival of the Messiah and the beginning of 

this ministry. Third, Jesus by allowing himself to be 

baptized completely identified himself with us – and all of 

humanities sin and failure…although Jesus needed no 

repentance or cleansing from sin.   

However, why did Jesus do this? As 2 Corinthians 5:21 

(NIV) explains, “God made him who had no sin to be sin 

for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God”. . Jesus did it for us. Fourth, Jesus by his baptism 

became the example and set the standard for all future 

disciples to follow.  Jesus is our Immanuel, our redeemer, 

our salvation, the final offering for the forgiveness of our 

brokenness and rebellious ways. Our King has made us 

righteous, consecrated us solely to God and for God’s 

purposes. Therefore, in light of all the epiphanies it is only 

right that we should listen to him, King Jesus still has a lot 

to say, teach, and ask of all of us.  Amen. 
 
To God Be the Glory! 

Stephen 
 

Dates to Remember 

January 11, 2023 -  Kingdom Kids/ Wednesday Night 

Meals 

January 14, 2023 -  Memorial Service for Bettye 

Roberson 11:00 a.m. -  MFUMC Sanctuary  

January 16, 2023 – Deadline for MFUMC Survey 

January 16, 2023 -  Sally O’Neal Fellowship – 6:30 

p.m. Fellowship Hall 

February 27, 2023- Church Conference for the 

purposes of voting on whether to disaffiliate from the 

UMC  
 
A Thank you From Ricky Bradford & Family: 

            
 
 

God grants to the people the ability to earn 
that which is God’s already, money and wealth. 

“Wealth and honor come from you; you 
are the ruler of all things. In your hands 
are strength and power to exalt and give 
strength to all ” (1 Chronicles 29:12). 
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Memorials & Honorariums 

 
A gift was given to Youth in memory of Bettye Roberson by 

Carolyn Norfleet. 
 
Gifts were given to the General Fund in memory of Bettye 

Roberson by Ken & Marie Kimble and Pat & Joane Cassady. 
 
A gift was given to the General Fund in memory of John 

Estes by Pat and Joane Cassady. 
 
A gift was given to the General Fund in memory of Judy 

Starr by Patricia Gregory on behalf of the Lafolette Class of 

1962. 
 

 
January 11, 2023 

Homemade Lasagna/French Bread 

Tossed Salad with Assorted Dressings 

Orange Supreme Cake 
 

January 18, 2023 

Beef Tacos 

Shredded Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese, Sour Cream, Etc. 

Fruit Salad 

Homemade Brownie 

Meals will begin at 5:30.  Please your RSVP is needed by 

Tuesday prior to each meal by calling the church office at 

931-728-4624. 
 

 FUMC-CLC HAPPENINGS 
 
   We are having a great start to the New Year and I 

trust that you all are as well. It was so fun to come 

back from our Christmas break and hear everything 

about the students Christmas vacations. We are 

already planning for our next school year and I am 

excited for what is in store for our preschool ministry.  

   We are excited to let you know we have hired a 

full-time employee to fill our floater position. 

Autumn Trail joined us this week and we are so 

excited to have her on staff. If you see her, please be 

sure to encourage her as she is currently working on 

her training and learning the responsibilities of her 

position.  

   Please continue to pray for our preschool ministry 

and all the staff as we teach, love and care for the 

students. As well as our Pastor and staff of FUMC.   
 
Be The Light! 

Mrs. Angie  
FUMC-Christian Learning Center 

Fumc.clc@gmail.com 

 

 

 
I Will Support My Church with My Presence 
Attendance:            Jan 8 
Sunday School                              24 
8:25 Service                        40 
10:55 Service                                        105  
Facebook Live                    178
                      
I Will Support My Church with My Gifts 
                                  Total of                     
    Jan 8 
Sunday School  56.00 
Love Offering              785.00 
Missions                        394.00 
Mem. Gen Fund                              125.00 
Coffee Time    22.00 
White Christmas     200.00 
Youth  50.00 
Standing Stone  10.00 
Good Samaritan  185.00 
Weekly Required      9,684.00 
Contributions         9,811.00 
YTD Offering            32,333.00 
YTD Required            19,368.00 
(+/-) Difference      12,965.00 
                
I Will Support My Church with My Service 
 
Building Checker 
Week of January 8                             Tommy Potuk 
Week of January 15                           Nicole Holland 
 
Altar Guild 
January      Marie Kimble & Karla Childs 
February                         Lois Thormaehlen 
 
Counters 
January                          Virginia McKee & Doris Hendrix 
February           Richard Dix & Mike Giffin 
 
Kitchen Monitors 
January                                                    Patricia Anderson 
 
Door Greeters 
January 15               Sarah Potuk & Jonathan Shedd  
                                                                 Ed & June Holland                           
January 22               Sarah Potuk & Jonathan Shedd  
                                                                 Ed & June Holland                           
                                                    
Coffee Time 
January 15              Jim & Debra Thorington  
January 22                                      Mike Giffin 
 
Communion  
February 
Preparer     Jim Thorington 
Server’s 8:25             Karla Childs & Deborah Blanton 
Server’s 10:55             Kaye Tracy & Debra Thorington 
 
 
 
Thank you for your service to Manchester FUMC! 
 
 
                 

Member Prayer Concerns 
God’s World & Our Nation 

All in the military service and their families 
Bernice Thornton  Jerry Freeze 
Chris Danford   Ed Turner 
Mason Phillips   Evans Baird 
Billie Danford   Garry Carter 
Matilda Locke   Ryan Moorehead  
Dorothy Bon   Phyllis Dix 
Bishop McAlilly                           Barbara Cagle 
Ricky Bradford   Chris Tench     
Linda Maxwell   Mary & Don Rounds 
 
Please keep our Nursing Home Residents and Homebound 
Members on your prayer list even though they may not be 

listed above. 
Please let the church office know when you would like 

your name removed from the prayer listing. 
 

Prayer Request 

 Simply go to www.manchesterfirst.org and place your 

curser on the “Home” tab. There you will scroll down to 

“PRAYER REQUESTS.”  Fill out the form and submit 

your prayer requests and our staff will pray for you. This 

is available 24/7. Of course, the church staff is available 

during the day at 931-728-4624 to talk with you when 

you have prayer request. 

 

 
 

Jan. 11– Jan 17, 2022 Church Family Birthdays 
 

Jan 11 Maggie Smith 
Jan 13 Jack Beachboard  
Jan 13 Stan Jarrell 
Jan 14 Paul Huffman III 
Jan 17 Skylar Fann 

 
If you have a birthday during the above listed time and it 

does not appear above, please call the church office and a 

note will be made in PowerChurch and listed on next 

week’s birthday. 
 

***Sallie O’Neal Fellowship will have their first 
meeting of the New Year in the church fellowship 
hall on Monday, January 16th at 6:30. We will have 
several service projects this year and our first one 
will be making fleece blankets for Isaiah 117 House. 
You will need 1 to 1 1/2 yards of fleece fabric and 
good scissors. No sewing skills necessary. Anyone 
interested in helping with this project is welcome to 
join us. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
 

Hang Out Event 
 
Hello, Church! 

   I hope you are doing well! Hangout is back in full 

swing this week. We meet from 5:30-7:30 on Sundays 

and Wednesdays. We are currently painting at the youth 

house on Sunday nights, and we have Bible study and 

homework time on Wednesday nights. You are more 

than welcome to come hangout with us (especially to 

help us paint). We have one room completely painted 

except for the trim. I’m hoping we can get the painting 

done quickly, so that we can move on to flooring, some 

electrical work, and then move in!!! 

   We’ll be starting another calendar fundraiser this 

week, so there will be someone at the Welcome Center 

to take your donations before and after both services. 

We’re also looking at doing Sweetheart banquet next 

month, so watch for details about that. As of Monday, 

January 9 we have raised $11, 591. We are well on our 

way to our goal, but we are not there yet so please keep 

us in mind when you give to the church. We are raising 

money for BigStuf and for the renovations on the youth 

house, so that it doesn’t come out of other funds, so 

please help us out! 
 
See You Sunday, 

Ami Shedd 
manchesterfumchangoutyouth@gmail.com 
 

 KINGDOM KIDS    
 
   Kingdom Kids is BACK on Wednesday nights THIS 

Wednesday!  We are excited to begin the new year and 

to talk about Beginnings!  Our scripture of the month is 

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" 

Genesis 1:1 I hope you'll join us on this new adventure! 

Until then I'll see you at church! 
 
In Christ,  

Jessica Jernigan 
kingdomkidsmanchester@gmail.com 
 
Blue Monarch Graduation will be Sunday, February 5, 

2023, at 3:00 p.m. on the Blue Monarch Campus. If you 

would like to attend, please contact 

info@bluemonarch.org or call 931-924-8900 for 

directions.      
 
Good Samaritan is needing volunteers for Monday 

January 23rd and Monday January 30th if you would like 

to volunteer, please contact Nellie Leonard at            

931-409-4490.  
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