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Walking the
Labyrinth,
Rediscovering a
Sacred Path

Pastor’s Pen
A phrase and concept that you have
probably heard is that there are lots
of folks who claim to be “spiritual
but not religious.” Usually that
means that they believe in God but
feel they can meet God on their own
terms, and the truth of the matter is,
many of those folks are in the
church as well.

This Easter season we will be
sharing in a sermon series focused
on that phrase – Spiritual but Not
Religious. We can banter back and
forth about spirituality versus
religion, but when it comes down to
it, what God desires from us is a
relationship. That relationship can
be nurtured outside the church or
inside the church, but when it really
comes down to it, our relationship
with God is realized when we seek
to be more faithful and connect with
the Spirit that is always with us.
On Wednesday nights, April 11-May
9 from 6:30-7:45, I will be leading a
class based on Romans 12, Chip
Ingram’s study, “Living on the Edge:
Dare to Experience True
Spirituality.” Have you ever wanted
to be more committed to Christ? Do
you desire a deeper relationship
with God? If so, join me in this book
and video series, where Ingram
shares with us some poignant,
sometimes challenging, questions
which will move us toward a deeper
examination of our spirituality, as
well as our religion.

Over the past few months, our
Discipleship Hour has been a great
blessing to many. It has allowed
many to connect with each other,
and has begun to set the stage for
each of us to step into a more
intentional discipleship path to
grow deeper in our faith. The table
discussions on Sundays are
awesome and connections a
blessing, but I know that God is
inviting some of you to do more. If
this is you, join me, and we can see
what God has in store.
This month is a time of celebrating
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It
is a time to hook into the Spirit’s
movement in the world and
recognize that Christ established
the Church for His glory. How
might God be calling you to make a
deeper commitment to Him in light
of this Good News? Look for
opportunities to invest in your
spiritual life, as well as the work of
the church. There are few greater
responses.
In Christ,
Tim Tate

WUMP

Proverbs 22:17

Warrenton United Methodist Preschool
The school year is quickly
winding down. It won’t be
long until we are
embracing the warm, lazy
days of summer. But in
the meantime, our WUMP
kiddos are busy enjoying
Spring Break, celebrating
Easter with Easter egg
hunts, and visiting
Manhattan Pizza and
Carousel Ice Cream. Field
trips are the best!
If you have not been to
the restrooms in the
preschool wing, go take a
peek. They look fabulous

thanks to the talents of two
WUMP staff members.
Laurie Hall and Dana Wells
spent many hours drawing
and painting the beautiful
whimsical animals and sea
life. We are very fortunate
to have such talented
ladies on staff.
Space is still available for
fall 2018. If you, or anyone
you know, is interested in
enrolling a 3, 4, or 5-year
old, please contact Gail
Lane at 540-349-9050 or
preschool@warrentonumc.
org. Preschool is FUN!

“A merry heart does
good like medicine”

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet
dolore erat magna aliquam
erat volutpatut wisi enim ad
minim veniam, quis nostrud
exerci tation lorem wisi
ullamcorper. Et iusto odio te
ignissim qui duis dolore te
feugait nulla facilisi.
orem ipsum dolor sit amet.

Kingdom’s Kids
Looking for activities to fill your summer? Bring
them to WUMC! Kingdom’s Kids summer camp
is now enrolling kids ages infant - 5th grade We
are open Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.
Sign up is by the day. $35/day for 9:00-2:00 or
$9/hour for a shorter day. Contact Megan
children@warrentonumc.org or find us on the
WUMC website.

SAVE THE DATE
July 9 - 13, 2018
9:00 – 12:00
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Warrenton United Methodist Church
341 Church Street, Warrenton VA 20186
www.warrentonumc.org

Kingdom's Kids delivered cards they made for the Warrenton Police,
Fire and Rescue, Dominion Power, and Sheriff's office after the big
power outage.

Leading Us Forward

bring to the membership here,” Ken
commented. “I hope that our members will be
open-minded about the NLI process and
realize that once 3-5 goals are identified, it will
be up to the congregation to decide (vote) on
going forward. No one is forcing this on us.”
Ken and his wife, Jana, began attending
WUMC 17 years ago, joining the church in
2001. While Ken was working full-time as a
police officer for Fairfax County, Jana worked
for WUMP for over ten years. Ken and their
three boys, Andrew, Adam, and Justin, were
involved in Boy Scouts, with all three achieving
the rank of Eagle Scout.

Ken Bresson

NLI Team Chairperson
Having attended WUMC since January 2001,
and comfortable in positions of leadership,
Ken Bresson didn’t hesitate to say “yes”
when Pastor Tim asked him to take the lead
on the NLI team. In addition to Ken, the 10member team includes Maria Colby, Alice
West, Tracie MacMahon, Chuck Cromack,
Chris Lane, Ashley Smith, Steve Ramey,
Linda Worsham, and Pastor Tim.

The team has been meeting since
December. In preparation for the NLI
Innovations weekend on June 1-3, they are
busy collecting information about our church
communications methods, lay leadership,
church staff, church attendance, preschool,
small groups, financial information, and
church history. They are also reviewing local
area census data, including the socioeconomic status, education, opinions, and
beliefs of those in our community.

After 25 years on the force, Ken retired as a 2nd
Lieutenant in 2013. His final assignment was
managing the Property and Evidence Section
at Headquarters. Now he works for Cargo
Transport, Inc. (CTI) at Dulles Airport as the
Warehouse Manager and Facility Security
Officer.
Having participated in ROTC at James
Madison University, Ken served in the Army
National Guard Reserves for several years
concurrently with his job on the police
department. Starting as an infantry officer, Ken
later learned to fly helicopters. He was active
duty for 11 months from 1990-1991 during
Desert Storm, where he served as platoon
leader at Fort Rucker in Alabama. Afterward,
he went back to the police department, leaving
the Guard in 1994.

The first official NLI event for the whole
church, the Ministry Focus Event, held on
March 8th, was well-attended. Over 40
people enjoyed piping hot pizza and salad
before hearing about the NLI process and
sharing their longevity and reasons for
joining WUMC. The response was
overwhelmingly positive.

Oldest son, Andrew (24), graduated from
William and Mary in 2015 with a degree in
Government and a minor in Religious Studies.
He currently lives in North Carolina, where he
works as a District Executive with the Boy
Scouts of America. Adam (21) graduated from
Ferrum College in 2017 with a degree in Health
Sciences and minors in Religion and Biology.
With a desire to become a physical therapist,
he is looking into graduate programs. With an
interest in nuclear engineering, Justin (19) is
studying engineering at Virginia
Commonwealth University. Many of you
probably know Ken’s father, Duane Bresson,
who attends WUMC and serves in the finance
office.

“I am looking forward to an outward focus in
the community and the revitalization it will

̴ Lynnette Esse

NLI Prayer
Dear Lord, as a chosen people united as your Body, free us from anything
that gets in the way of being guided by your vision and purpose. Lead us
by your Spirit to set the goals necessary to become who you call us to be,
then give us the courage to be faithful in committing to the path you have
chosen for your church. We are your hands, heart, and feet, so use us as
you will. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Talent Search

Brad Batten
New Chairman of the Trustees
Brad Batten, who has served as a trustee for
the past two years, took over the role of
Chairman on the first of the year. Norma
Cromack had faithfully held the position for
the past ten years, overseeing many projects
and renovations, including the beautiful
rehabilitation of the sanctuary. The multitude
of meetings, hours of coordinating, and the
addition of her first grandchild left Norma
ready for a change. In his new “job” Brad
oversees our church building and grounds,
managing day-to-day issues that arise, as
well as long-term plans for renovations.
“Our church sanctuary was renovated just
before Easter three years ago,” Brad stated.
“Now it’s time to begin work on Memorial
Hall. Our goal is to complete the project
before the 200th Anniversary celebration this
summer. Many hands are needed.”
“The people on our board have served
diligently for years, silent and invisible,” he
added. “They complete their tasks with few
people ever knowing what a difference they
made. I stepped forward to try to change that
– to communicate the needs to our members
and our youth, to urge them to get involved
and take ownership of their church.” Brad
has already shared his message at one of
the youth meetings and has plans to speak
to other groups soon.

Brad’s finds The Parable of the Talents,
Matthew 25:14-30, to be an appropriate guiding
principle for both the Board of Trustees and our
church membership. He said, “A fellow named
Billy Graham noted that the master made the
servants stewards of an ‘entrustment’ of the
master's estate according to their abilities.
They were to manage those entrustments
knowing that they would be accountable for
their portion.
“I think the parable is a useful guideline for
each of us as stewards of WUMC's estate.
Whether we build a beautiful golden temple, or
just put a better shine on the one we have, we
should each be using our abilities to make our
facilities, grounds, and bank accounts ‘better
than we found them!’ (Robert Baden-Powell)
“Having borrowed all of those ideals I can't
hope to be as insightful, but let me add - we
are a family and we are fortunate to have this
‘house.’ We each need to take ownership of it.
We need to do more than come for an hour or
two a week.”
The trustees’ meetings are held on the second
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. “I would
LOVE to have such a large turn-out that we
have to move the meetings to Memorial Hall!”
Brad said. “Come and enjoy the fellowship of
caring for our house. Come learn from others,
share with others, and enjoy the company of a
rag-tag group of servants doing their best to
put a shine on our, no, on His house.”
For the past 17 years Brad and his wife,
Martha, have been members of WUMC. She
was raised Catholic and he was brought up
Southern Baptist, so they met in the middle and
agreed on a Methodist church that was close to
home. For years they enjoyed the Coffee
House service, then the 9:30 service, and now
enjoy the 9:00 service and Discipleship Hour
where they meet new people each week.

After 28 years of service, Brad retired from the
Fairfax County Police Department in 2016. His
last assignment as a Master Police Officer was
at Fair Oaks Mall, where he stayed very busy.
Now he enjoys a slower pace, working parttime in the property and evidence section of the
Fauquier County Sheriff’s Office.
By Lynnette Esse

ANNOUNCEMENTS

•

Discipleship Hour: We need many
hands to help prepare food and set-up
Memorial Hall to provide a meal for the
congregation. Please contact Judi
Charboneau jacharboneau@live.com
or 540-522-6373 if you can help.

•

FCFDC for April
Volunteer opportunities for April: help
box food on the 20th from 3:00-4:30
p.m.; help distribute food on the 21st
from 8:30 –11:00 a.m. Donate pots and
pans, dishes, suitcases, and clothes to
be given to the needy.

•

Help us “Beef Up” the Meals Ministry
For more than a year now our church
has been providing meals to our
members that need a little extra support
– after the birth of a baby, after surgery,
hospitalization, or a prolonged illness.
Many times, the meals have been
homemade, but they have also been
straight from the store. The ministry has
a wonderful core of volunteers that like to
do this, but we can always use more. If
you feel that you can serve others and
share Jesus’ love in this manner, contact
Arlene Carr at 540-937-5677, by email at
jradcarr@hughes.net, or sign-up at the
welcome desk. You can truly make a
difference in someone’s life.

Do you have a servant's heart? Of course
you do!! And, we need your help on Sunday
mornings:
•

•

Greeters: We need three greeters at
each service to welcome members and
visitors to church. Please contact Pat
Noble at panoble@comcast.net or
540-341-3404 if you can help.
Ushers: We need four ushers at each
service to hand out bulletins, collect the
offering, and assist with the Communion
procession. Please contact Terri Shaw
at shaw.terri@comcast.net or
540-347-1202 if you can help.

•

Scripture Readers: We need one
scripture reader at each service to read
Bible verses to the congregation. Please
contact Linda Stouffer at
stouffer_lindak@yahoo.com or
540-349-8849 if you can help.

•

Communion Servers: We need four
Communion servers at each service to
serve Communion to the
congregation. Please contact Linda
Stouffer stouffer_lindak@yahoo.com
or 540-349-8849 if you can help.

Congregational Supper and Spring Fling
"Frahd Chikin!" (That's southern, folks!)
When: Wednesday, April 25th, 5:30 p.m.
Where: WUMC Memorial Hall
Eat more "chikin" with your friends at WUMC
on April 25th. We'll begin at 5:30 p.m. and eat 'til
we're done! Take the night off from kitchen chores
and come fellowship with friends, family, and new
acquaintances. Food will be accompanied by joyful
music from the praise band. Hope to see y’all there!

Warrenton UMC
341 Church Street
Warrenton, VA 20186

Save the Date
NLI Innovations Weekend
June 2-3, 2018
Warrenton UMC

Don’t miss this opportunity
to take part in discerning
the next steps
God is calling us to make.

