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TWO EVENTS 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH 

Volunteer Fair  
 

11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Memorial Hall  

 
Representatives from 25 
community agencies needing 
volunteers are coming to explain 
their needs and to recruit 
volunteers.  
 
To fulfill the Lord's great 
commission WUMC is inviting 
everyone in the county to attend 
and you can help.... 
 
INVITE two or three friends and 
neighbors to attend. You come 
too, and pray for the success of 
the fair.  
 

Outdoor Concert 
 

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
(moved inside if it rains) 

 
COBBLER 

MOUNTAIN GRASS 
 

Rivers, Roads, and Ridges 
 

Bring a lawn chair or a blanket 
and sit back and enjoy the tunes. 
Free will offering will be 
collected for the band. Snacks 
and drinks will be available for 
purchase. 
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Pastor’s Pen 
When my oldest son was about 8 years old, 
a colleague in town invited us to come to 
their house to watch the Annual 
Williamsburg Christmas Parade.  They lived 
right on the parade route, so the festivities 
would go right past us.  We accepted their 
invitation, and it was a wonderful 
experience.   

The parade was wonderful, as were the 
Christmas cookies and hot chocolate our 
hostess had so graciously prepared for us, 
but what was most powerful to me was how 
Marilyn treated us.  I was especially moved 
by how she treated my young son.  From the 
time we entered their home to the time we 
got back into the car, her attention was 
solely on him.  She looked him in the eye, 
was aware of the subtle nuances of what he 
liked and what he would like, and she cared 
for his, and my, needs while we were guests 
in her home.  Marilyn was fully present, and 
though that was almost 12 years ago, I still 
remember, and it serves as a reminder that I 
desire to be more present all the time. 

Presence is a powerful thing.  By being 
present with someone, we invite them to 
feel comfortable in their own skin, while 
also inviting them to share who and where 
they are.  Being present allows us space to 
engage in conversation and sharing, which 
ironically reduces the space between us and 
opens the spaces of our hearts and minds to 
experience the fullness of life. 

Presence is a gift, especially in a society 
where folks believe and do what they want, 
but are often judged for who they are.  (And 
where we can be just as judgmental as the 
rest.)  It is a gift, in a world that is running 
so fast and full of distractions, busy 
schedules, and self-focus. 

But presence is the way of Christ.  Go back 
and read the Gospels, and you’ll see that 
Jesus connected with folks by being present 
with them.  He ate with, learned about, 
invested in, and helped those around him, 
and in doing so folks developed a 
relationship with God and each other. 

But that presence wasn’t something to be 
held onto by Him or lost when He was gone.  
Instead, he poured that presence into the 
lives of 12+ followers.  That presence was 

intended to be shared with the world, and when 
the disciples did that, the Church began to 
spread.  And when the Church began to grow, 
the world saw the Kingdom of God break into 
this troubled and distracted world. 

When this first goes out we will be right in the 
middle of our study on David Fitch’s book, 
“Faithful Presence,” and for the month of 
September we are talking about 7 “Disciplines” 
which have been a part of the Church since her 
inception.  Each discipline invites us to step 
away from ourselves and turn more toward each 
other and the world, so that we can be more 
present.  Each discipline provides a means by 
which we can catch a glimpse of God at work 
within, among, and through us. 

I wonder, has the concept of being “faithfully 
present” been something you have thought about 
over these weeks?  In hearing and reflecting 
upon presence and the disciplines, have you been 
moved to pause for some self-examination and re
-alignment with God, the Church, and the world?  
What might it look like if all of us were more 
like Marilyn, and we gave each person our 
undivided attention and respect? 

I write this in a time of turmoil and tension 
within our country following the events of 
Charlottesville and all that has happened in its 
wake, and what continues to come to mind is 
how much of that tension and violence could 
have been diverted, were we to be more present 
with each other.  If we listened more and talked 
less.  If we sought for understanding, instead of 
feeling like we always have to be right.  If we 
lived into the model of life that Christ laid out 
for us. 

Presence is indeed a gift, and when we are fully 
present with another, or they with us, we are 
validated and feel loved and respected.  God 
knows, and we know, that this kind of presence 
is desperately needed in this day and age.  I also 
believe that the reason why we are going through 
this study right now, is that if we can learn to 
live this way, then God will honor our prayers, 
work, and self-examination, and the Kingdom of 
God will be revealed, even through us. 

This week...this month...I invite you to reflect 
upon what it means that we are called to be 
faithfully present, especially in light of who we 
say we are called to be: the Body of Christ in our 
community, glorifying God, and guiding people 
to become faithful followers of Jesus Christ.  

In Christ,  



Children’s 
Ministries 
Fall Enrollment for 

Mother’s Day Out 

WUMC’s own Mother’s 
Day Out program is 
enrolling for fall. 
Children ages 6 months 
– 5 years will enjoy 
music, outside games 
and playground, 
developmentally 
appropriate lessons, 
lunch (parent provided), 
Chapel, hugs, bubbles, 
and social interaction 

with peers. Children 
attend on a flexible 
schedule Monday – 
Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. (you choose 
the days and hours you 
want to enroll.) Contact 
Megan at: 
childcare@warrentonu
mc.org for additional 
information or register 
on the church website 
under the Kingdom’s 
Kids link. 

Parent’s Night Out 

Need an evening out? 

Bring the kids to our 

Parent’s Night Out on 

September 9th from 

4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

for children ages 12 

months – 10 years. Cost 

is $25/child (max of 

$60/family) and 

includes games, music, 

crafts, outside activities, 

moon bounces, a pizza 

party, and a movie! 

Sign up: https://goo.gl/

Bd4xjg. Email Megan at 

childcare@warrentonu

mc.org for more info. 

Warrenton United Methodist Preschool 
(Affectionately known as WUMP) 

Summer has come and 
gone. We are back in 
school and ready for 
fall. WUMP starts the 
new school year Labor 
Day week with 4 
classes, two 3-year-old 
classes and two 4-year-
old classes. As fall 
approaches, we look 
forward to at least one 
walk to Carousel for ice 
cream, a field trip to the 
apple orchard, and the 
beginning of our weekly 
chapel time with the 
pastors and music time 
with Mrs. Lane. The 

children are getting 
settled into the routine 
and teachers are busy 
planning fun activities. 
If anyone asks, WUMP 
gladly accepts students 
throughout the school 
year, as long as space is 
available. If you happen 
to be downstairs in the 
preschool wing, take a 
look at the restrooms. 
We have been busy 
painting. They both 
look so pretty! 
 
Gail Lane, Director, 
WUMP  

Kids Explore Tractors, Trucks & More! 

Join us in assisting Fauquier Parks and Rec with 
this fun event on September 16. We need 
volunteers to assist with set-up at noon, the event 
from 1:00 – 4:00, and clean-up from 4:00 – 4:30. 
Sign up to volunteer here:  
https://goo.gl/EnjbZt 

Youth Ministry 
The Back to School Bash was a huge success! 
We had a pool party at Chestnut Forks swim 
club on August 19th. Teens from at least 4 
different churches came out to celebrate with 
WUMC youth. The evening started off with lots 
of hanging out, eating snacks, and of course, 
swimming. The weather forecast all day showed 
a nice clear evening. However, we were 
surprised by a thunderstorm. The heavens 
opened and put a damper on our party!  
 
Even with the rain, this party was a success. It 
showed us that students in Fauquier county do 
want to fellowship together. It allowed us to 
open the doors of communication so that we can 
start doing ministry together. God has something 
amazing planned for our teens, and if we can 
help them come together to be the Body of 
Christ, they can be an amazing force in bringing 
God's love to their communities.  
 
If you have a student grades 6 - 12, we invite 
them to join us every Sunday evening from 5:30- 
7:30 p.m. in Memorial Hall.   
 

Proverbs 22:17 

“A merry heart does 

good like medicine” 

 

Proverbs 22:6 

“Start children off on 

the way they should 

go, and even when 

they are old they will 

not turn from it.”  



Cheyenne Haynes Garvey 
 

Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries 
 

Waiting on the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the age of five Cheyenne Haynes 
attended Vacation Bible School at WUMC 
with a friend. After that, her mom, Jennifer 
Haynes, began attending the church and 
Cheyenne and her younger sisters grew up 
here. She was involved in youth group and 
started working in child care at the age of 
16, continuing throughout her college years 
and beyond.  
 
In 2015 Cheyenne felt a calling to volunteer 
more, so she started helping with the youth 
group. Feeling compelled to do more with 
the Children’s Ministry, she was very 
excited to find out about the part-time 
position that was posted in March 2017. She 
interviewed for the position and got the job. 
She said, “I was so happy! This job is the 
first step toward what I hope will be a 
lifetime ministry!” 
 
In addition to working all three services on 
Sundays, Cheyenne comes in several days a 
week for planning and set-up. She is 
involved in child care during weekly Bible 
studies and other special events, working 
about 12 hours each week. Her boss, Megan 
Miloser-LaChance, commented, “I have 
enjoyed watching Cheyenne grow 
spiritually over the years and am excited to 
be able to have her work alongside me in 
Children's Ministry at WUMC.” 

Cheyenne began her new job just one week after 
her wedding on March 24, 2017. She and her 
husband, Zachary Garvey, were married at 
WUMC by her husband’s dad, a Chaplain in the 
U.S. Army. The couple purchased their first 
home in Remington just weeks before their 
wedding. After serving three years in the Army, 
Zach now works as an installation specialist for 
JB Hunt, while working toward a business 
administration degree at Liberty University. 
They anxiously await the birth of their first child, 
due in March of next year. 
 
As a homeschooled high school student, 
Cheyenne discovered that she loved taking 
classes online. She opted to attend Liberty 
University, earning a Bachelor’s degree in 
Biblical and Educational Studies, minoring in 
Psychology. Currently, she is working toward a 
second degree in Psychology with the 
anticipation of becoming a Postpartum 
Counselor sometime next year. 
 
In the meantime, Cheyenne has been working 
full-time as a nanny since 2014, taking care of a 
delightful three-year-old little boy named JJ, 
whom she brings with her to Kingdom’s Kids.  
 
In addition, Cheyenne works as a doula.  
Cheyenne starts working with her clients at 
around the 20 weeks mark, helping the pregnant 
mom create a birthing plan; she is usually 
present at the birth, holding the mom’s hand, 
talking them through the delivery, going home 
with them, and helping with everything. The 
birth of her first child is sure to give her a new 
perspective on her work. 
 
“It doesn’t matter what I want,” Cheyenne said. 
“God’s going to put me where He wants me. My 
favorite scripture is Psalm 27:14, Wait on the 
Lord, be of good courage, and He will 
strengthen your heart. I spent many years 
‘waiting’ – waiting for love, opportunities, 
fulfillment, purpose, and then I decided to wait 
on the Lord.” 
 
“I gained the courage to overcome the challenges 
of being a true introvert, to not be timid, and to 
have the courage to ask for help. In my heart, I 
would love to be here in ministry forever, 
because this is like home to me.” 
 
By Lynnette Esse 



Splash and Slide 
Event 

We had a great time assisting Fauquier County 
Parks and Rec with their Splash and Slide event 
last month at the Warrenton Community Center. 
A group of volunteers from WUMC spent the 
afternoon with 450 children and adults from the 
community. We had a little bit of fun, did a little 
bit of work, got a little bit wet, and built 
relationships! Come join us for their next event! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Jon Esse, Discipleship Team Chair 

Just Say Yes! 

Jon Esse and his wife, 
Lynnette, moved to 
Warrenton in late 2005. 
In “shopping” for a 
new church, they began 
their search on New 
Year’s Day 2006 at 
WUMC when Mike 
Mazan, a former staff 
member, was 
preaching for the 
vacationing pastor. He 
spoke about 
discovering your gifts 

and using your gifts to serve, a message that had 
a profound effect on them. They fell in love 
with the contemporary service and immediately 
felt comfortable. Needless to say, they never 
looked elsewhere for a new church home. They 
didn’t know what gifts they could use to serve, 
but they knew they wanted to get involved in 
this church. They realized right away that it’s 
not what you personally get out of it that is 
important, but what you put into it that nurtures 
your soul. 
 
Within weeks they had signed up for a 
committee and met all kinds of wonderful new 
people, joining the church within a month. They 
started volunteering to be greeters and help 
serve Communion. Jon started singing in the 
Living Christmas Tree the first year and has 
continued every year since. 
 
“I have always been a ‘worker bee’,” Jon said, 
“helping with painting or landscaping projects, 
putting up the garland in the sanctuary, or 
erecting the LCT structure. I have always been 
more of a ‘jumper in’ kind of guy than a planner 
or a leader. This new role as the Chair of the 
Discipleship Team is challenging me to get out 
of my comfort zone. Now I want to inspire 
others and be an example to those who are 
hesitant to say yes and take ownership of 
something.” 
 
The Discipleship Ministry Team focuses on 
programs and activities aimed at helping people 
grow in their Christian faith journey. “This 
year,” Jon said, “our focus is building small 
groups, from common interest groups, like 
knitting, motorcycle riding, or hiking, to small 

groups that are at the same stage of life, such as 
families with young children, or empty nesters. 
The newly formed WOW and JOY groups, the 
Wednesday morning men’s group, and the new 
coffee group hosted by Pastor Tim are all 
examples of small groups. We want to help 
people find others of a like mind to grow in their 
faith and fellowship with.” 
 
“From my own personal experience,” Jon 
continued, “being part of a small group is one of 
the most meaningful things I have ever done. In 
the fall of 2007 we started asking couples that sat 
near us in church or that we had met briefly, but 
didn’t know well, if they would be interested in 
joining a new small group. Every one of them 
said yes and we have been together for 10 years 
now. We take turns hosting, do dinner, and do a 
study afterward. Whoever hosts that week leads 
the discussion and prayers. This format works 
well for us, but might not be ideal for everyone.” 
 
“These other three couples have become my best 
friends,” Jon added. “We support and pray for 
each other. No topic is off limits. We know that 
what we say is safe with these people. This 
group has been instrumental in my faith journey 
growth and in helping me carry it outside the 
walls of the church. Before being involved in 
this group, I had never felt comfortable praying 
out loud in front of other people. Our group has 
committed to always remaining open for those 
who might be exploring the idea of a small 
group. Even before I took on this new role, we 
committed as a group to mentor new small 
groups.” In the words of David Fitch, author of 
Faithful Presence, “The presence of Christ 
became very real among us as we became 
present to one another.” 
 
Jon looks forward to singing in the tree each 
year. “I see the LCT singers as another small 
group, at least for three months out of every 
year. What started out as a ‘jump in’ sort of 
thing, has become very special to me. From my 
vantage point I get to see the faces of the 
audience during the performances and I 
understand what an important outreach these 
performances are. I have also heard some 
powerful stories of how the music and message 
has had profound impacts on people’s lives. It is 
truly humbling.” 
 
For more information about forming small 
groups or joining the team, please contact Jon at 
jonandlynnette@gmail.com. 



 

 

 

Date: Friday, September 22nd 
 
Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
 
All women are invited to join WOW-UMC in 
Memorial Hall. We are excited that our new 
Associate Pastor, Monica Reynolds, will offer 
the message. We welcome all women of the 
church and community to join us for fellowship, 
learning, growing, and the opportunity to serve 
together – invite your neighbors and friends. A 
light meal will be served. Do join us! If you 
need transportation or childcare, please contact 
Peg Carson at peg@carson-associates.com or Jo 
Ann Peterson at peterson6101@aol.com by 
September 18th. 
e 

• Chat & Chew at Deja Brew: 
 
Would you like some space to simply be present with 
others to talk through life, faith, what’s going on at 
church, or even theology? Are there people in your 
life with whom you can be open and honest and pray 
with? Do you ever have questions about the sermon 
or what happens on Sunday mornings? Do you have 
friends that you’d like to connect with our church 
who might like to meet and talk with members of our 
church family? If you answered “yes” to any of these, 
and are free on Thursday mornings, join Pastor Tim 
at 7:30 AM at Deja Brew on Main Street 
downtown. There is no set agenda, except to share 
life, our stories, pray together, and be in relationship 
with one another. 
 

• Thank you! 
 
Thank you, Alice West, for generously sharing 
your produce with us each week over the summer! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

JOY Tour of Montpelier 
 

 
 
 

On September 13, JOY is sponsoring a short trip 
to visit Montpelier, the recently restored home of 
James and Dolley Madison. We will carpool and 
leave the church parking lot at 9:15 a.m.  We will 
take an 11:00 a.m. tour and then have lunch at a 
café on the grounds.  In the afternoon, there is an 
optional tour of the grounds at 2:30 pm. There are 
also self-guided tours of the grounds.  The cost of 
the tour is $18 if we have 20 or more attending, 
and $22 if we don’t.   
 
If you haven’t visited Montpelier in recent years, 
it has been restored to its original state when the 
Madisons lived there and there is a beautiful new 
visitors’ center with exhibits. We will take the one
-hour Signature Tour that includes a tour of the 
home and a little bit of everything: Madison the 
man, The Constitution and Bill of Rights, Slavery 
- Madison’s worst regret, and Dolley Madison, 
America's first First Lady.  
 
Your RSVP is needed by September 4th!  You 
can email us at JOYatWUMC@gmail.com or        

call Gail at 540-937-7161. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 



Warrenton UMC 
341 Church St. 
Warrenton, VA 20186 

 Calling all singers! 
 
Singers are needed for our 17th annual Living Christmas 
Tree community outreach concert. Rehearsals begin on 
September 14th at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. All are 
welcome! No singing experience needed, just a heart for 
worship and a desire to serve.  
 
There are numerous other serving opportunities as well, such 
as meals team, publicity team, tech team, tickets, ushers, etc. 
It takes over 100 volunteers to make this happen. We need 
YOU! 
 
See the sign-up sheet in the front lobby at the Welcome 
Center. For more information, contact Gina Renfro-Smith, 
Director of Music and Worship at music@warrentonumc.org. 

 


