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Defying Gravity - Celebration Sunday - 
November 5th 

Throughout the month of 
October, we shared in a sermon 
and book series based on Rev. 
Tom Berlin’s book, Defying 
Gravity: Break Free from the 
Culture of More. Over these past 
weeks we’ve talked about 
breaking free from the gravity of 
financial debt, cleaning out our 
homes, and cleaning up our lives, 
so that we can be freed to share 
and give for God’s Kingdom. It’s 
been an exciting time, and we 
can’t wait to see what God has in 
store for us in 2018. 

We hope that you’ve received 
some information in the mail 
relating to our study and 
stewardship program, which 
culminates with our celebration 
Sunday, November 5th. If not, 
please contact the church office. 
During worship that day we will 
have the privilege of giving our 
Estimate of Giving cards for our 
offerings toward the 2018 

budget. These estimates are 
important for the building of the 
2018 budget, as they become the 
basis for our commitment as a 
church to the work God is calling 
us to share in for the Kingdom. 
Please prayerfully consider 
making a commitment to support 
these ministries for 2018.  

If you already commit financially 
to the work of the Church, how 
might God be calling you to 
continue? Does God need you to 
increase or decrease your giving? 
Through prayer, God will make 
God’s desire known. 

If you have not yet become a 
regular giver, might you commit 
to making giving a habit, even if 
it’s just a small amount? How 
might God be inviting you to be 
blessed through sharing yourself 
and your gifts through the 
church? Again, through prayer, 
God reveals God’s desire. 

No matter where you are, God is 
inviting us to be a part of 
something greater than ourselves – 
to be members of a community of 
faith that touches the community 
around us; to build relationships 
within and outside the church; to 
grow in our faith and live as 
Christ’s disciples. There are few 
things more exciting or fulfilling 
as giving ourselves and our gifts to 
God and one another. We hope 
you will step into the giving life 
and live into God’s blessings. 
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     There is something about fall that makes me 
extremely nostalgic. Every fall, as the weather turns 
from summer heat to back-to-school cool, and as the 
humidity drops and leaves begin to turn, I enjoy 
pulling out old photo albums, reminiscing with 
family and friends about years past, smiling and 
joking, and listening to music that helps connect 
memories with experiences.  
     While I really do enjoy reminiscing about the 
"good old days" each year, I also try to stop and 
remind myself, in the words of Billy Joel, "The good 
old days weren't always good and tomorrow's not as 
bad as it seems." You see, many of the photo albums 
I pull out while reminiscing tend to be from my high 
school, college, or young adult years, when I was not 
tethered to the responsibilities of family, finances, 
and raising children.  
     So, while it is completely ok and enjoyable to 
rewind and remember, it is also important to try to 
capture the full picture. Those years, while certainly 
free and fun, also encompassed voids. I was not 
married, did not have my vocation underway, and 
wasn't experiencing the fullness of life, love, and 
family. As such, I longed for what was yet to be 
during those years. 
     The same experience can often happen within the 
church. As times change, as culture shifts, and as the 
church has moved from the center of society, and the 
center of many towns, we may be tempted to hold on 
to memories of the good old days. Yes, there was a 
time when all the church had to do was build a 
building and open its doors, and people would come. 
Yes, there was a time when the pace seemed to 
be slower and the focus seemed to be on God and 
others. However, not everything was as it seemed. 
There were certainly injustices that existed during 
those good old days, too. Perhaps the church was 

never meant to be a building at the center of town. 
And, of course, the good old days may not have been 
good for everyone. 
     Even still, the bigger picture is that God has 
always been, and always will be, at work. The church 
has adapted many times over the centuries and will  
continue to do so. It was Jesus who appointed the 
church as the vehicle to embody and reflect God's 
Kingdom. It was God in Christ who promises to be 
with us for all of our days. And it was Jesus who 
commanded us to, "Go and make disciples of all 
nations." Therefore, even when times and culture 
change and shift, and we are called to rethink 
church, we stand on the truth and promises given to 
us by God.  
     Over the next several months, you will be hearing 
more about "Next Level Innovations." As our church 
has been selected to be part of this innovative 
program, you will be learning about the exciting steps 
we will take together, in order to discern where God 
is leading us as a local Body. Our church leadership, 
both staff and lay, will be praying and seeking to 
position the church under a shared vision, with all 
parts of the Body aligned and focused on our shared 
vision and purpose. These are exciting times in God's 
church! 
     As we move forward together, there will certainly 
be times and places to reminisce about the good - and 
not so good - times from days and years past. There 
will be opportunities to discuss dreams, plans, hopes, 
and concerns. We will be invited to take the shared 
history of Warrenton UMC, to locate our DNA, to 
discern God's leading, and to incorporate our 
gospel DNA into the organizational fabric as we 
position ourselves forward, seeking to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

Pastor Monica Reynolds  

Pastor’s Pen 
An Irish prayer from Saint Patrick,  

holding tight to the belief that Christ is with us always, we pray:  

“Christ with me, 
Christ before me, 
Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, 
Christ beneath me, 
Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, 
Christ on my left, 
 

Christ when I lie down, 
Christ when I sit down, 
Christ when I arise, 
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me.”  
Amen 



Kingdom’s Kids 
 

Kingdom's Kids is off to a great start this year! We 
currently have 68 children between the ages of 2 
months and 4 years enrolled. We still have space 
for children ages 2 years and older. Enrollment is 
by the day...come every day, occasionally, or 
whenever it best suits your family's schedule.  
     
We are enjoying weekly themes, developmentally 
appropriate learning, weekly chapel with the 
pastors, learning to play and socialize with peers, 
playground time, and learning new songs. Come 
by and meet our amazing teachers, weekdays 
between 8:45 and 2:00.  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

Galatians 5:22, 23 

 
 
Outing with 
Kingdom’s Kids 

 

 
 
 
Weekly chapel with 
the pastors 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Warrenton United Methodist 
Preschool 
 
The month of October was a month full of cooler 
weather, picture taking, field trips to Carousel Ice 
Cream and Fauquier County Public Library, and 
Halloween parties. Ciao Bella Photography took 
our annual school pictures and we can’t wait to see 
them. The 4-year olds had a wonderful trip to the 
library, which is one of our favorite field trips. 
Jennifer Schultz (children’s librarian) read them 
several books and lead them in songs. Trick-or-
treating throughout the church was so much 
fun! We not only got to show off our costumes, 
but we got candy, too. After trick-or-treating we  

 
 
 
 
watched “not so scary” 
Halloween movies and 
ate special snacks. We 
learned that dressing 
up for Halloween is a 
fun way to use our 
imaginations and that 
it is what we are on in 
the inside that counts. 
Now, as the holiday season is quickly 
approaching, we will be preparing for our 
Thanksgiving Powwow and Christmas 
brunch. Gail Lane, Director WUMP 



Marcia Payne 

 Blessed Beyond Belief 

     Chair of the Staff Parish Relations Committee 
(SPRC) since 2016, Marcia Payne, has always 
enjoyed making a difference. She said she believes 
that “small things done consistently in strategic 
places create a major impact.” This philosophy, 
which carried her through a distinguished 37-year 
career in Federal service, now guides her in 
serving Warrenton United Methodist Church. 
     The SPRC encourages, nurtures, and supports 
our pastors and staff and their families. They also 
promote unity in the church. As the human 
resource arm of the church, the SPRC is involved 
in the hiring of all church personnel, the 
development of job descriptions, and personnel 
policies. The 13-member committee, which 
includes both pastors, the lay leader, lay member 
to conference, chair, and eight professing church 
members, meet on the first Tuesday of each 
month. Marcia also attends the Finance 
Committee, Trustees, and Church Council 
meetings each month. She is a voting member of 
Finance and the Council. 
     After serving as a SPRC committee member 
for three years, Marcia was asked to take on the 
leadership role. “I prayed about it and asked God 
for direction,” Marcia said, “and I said yes.” 
     Working closely with former Associate Pastor, 
Jiyeon Kim, Marcia and her committee members 
completed the Personnel Policies Handbook and 
developed job descriptions for all staff members 
and critical volunteer positions. They created a 
standard process for hiring, including consistent 
interview questions, a panel interview process, and 
routine background investigations including 
reference checks.   
     With the new Employee Performance 
Evaluation process developed by the SPRC this 

year, each employee and their supervisor will create 
annual goals and objectives that will be used as a 
part of their performance evaluation beginning in 
January. Staff salaries and benefits were researched 
extensively over a five-month period this year 
conducting comprehensive interviews with 
comparable churches. The Church Council 
approved staff pay adjustments and will offer health 
benefits to full-time employees effective in January. 
Marcia said, “I sincerely appreciate the support of 
the Finance Committee and Church Council.  To me 
it’s basic good administrative management. Our 
staff plays a vital role within our church and the 
SPRC is here to support and encourage them.”  
     Marcia added that some weeks the work is close 
to a full-time job for her. Working closely with 
Pastors Tim and Monica, she is now working to 
update the church’s automation hardware, software, 
and security to support staff productivity and 
effectiveness. “All the things I’ve done in my career 
have helped prepare me for this role,” Marcia said. 
     In 1974, Marcia began her Federal career with 
the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), 
working at Dulles Airport in an administrative 
capacity. After earning her private pilot’s license in 
1982, Marcia’s love of aviation grew. Through 
training and hard work, in 1984 she became a NTSB 
Air Safety Investigator, investigating many high 
profile general aviation accidents. She established 
the NTSB’s International Accident Investigation 
School in Oklahoma, was the Division Manager of 
the school through 1987. 
     Marcia moved to the Federal Aviation 
Administration in 1990 and began working for the 
National Field Office at Dulles Airport. She then 
relocated to Oklahoma, for the second time, in 
1993.  She and her husband, Joe, had a “commuter 
marriage” for four years while he remained in 
Virginia to finish his Federal career.  While serving 
as the Director of Regulatory Standards in 
Oklahoma she was asked to return to Washington 
and establish a new Flight Standards Training 
Division. She retired at the end of 2011 as the 
Director of the Flight Standards Training Division. 
“I loved what I did,” Marcia said. “I loved the 
people and the camaraderie. I feel the small things I 
did every day made a difference in aviation safety, 
both domestically and internationally.”  
     Having been “unchurched” as a child, Marcia 
felt there was something missing in her life after she 
returned from Oklahoma in 1997. She and Joe 
talked about it and they both realized it was God 
that was missing in their lives. They began shopping 
for a church to call home. In 1998, they decided to 
check out Warrenton UMC at a time when the new 
9:30 contemporary service was just starting up.  
    (Continued on page 8) 



Announcements 
Children’s Ministry Team 
We are adding a new Sunday School class and 
need you to serve on our Children's Ministry 
team. Contact Megan at  
children@warrentonumc.org to find out all the 
ways available to impact our kids.  

 

Mark your calendars  
This year is an unusual year again for Advent 
and Christmas, so we have adjusted our 
schedule. The First Sunday of Advent will be 
November 26th, which makes the Fourth Sunday 
of Advent, December 17th. We will NOT 
worship together on Christmas Eve MORNING, 
but instead, the Christmas Eve schedule is as 
follows: 
• Children’s Christmas Eve service - 

Saturday, December 23rd at 4:30 p.m. with 
Christmas party following. 

• Christmas Eve services - Sunday, December 
24th at 5, 7, and 11 p.m. 

 

Nurture luncheon 
November 5th is our tail gate chili lunch 
at noon in Memorial Hall. Chili and/or taco 
salad. Hot dogs for children. Drinks and dessert. 
Wear your favorite team jersey!!! 

 

Join the Women of Warrenton United Methodist Church  

Saturday, November 18th 

4:00 – 6:00 p.m. in Memorial Hall 

Kim Mathias, Fauquier County Horticulture/Agriculture Teacher of the Year will lead us in a 

discussion about the pathways of our life and help us make a string art cross. Bring a friend! 

We learn, grow in faith, and serve better together!! 

If you need childcare or transportation, please contact Peg Carson (540-347-9172; peg@carson-

associates.com) or Jo Ann Peterson (540-347-0956; peterson6101@aol.com) by November 11th. 

MOMSNext 
MOMSNext is a ministry for Moms with 
children in kindergarten or above. Many of our 
moms that attend are Mops graduates, but we 
have many new faces this year. Our next meeting 
will be Wednesday, November 1st at 9:30 a.m.   
Janice Hutton will be our special guest this 
month.  Our topic will be “Free to Build a 
Deeper Relationship with God.” For more 
information please contact Sarah at: 
MomsNext.warrenton@gmail.com. 
 
Please let Megan know if you need childcare. 
Contact her at children@warrentonumc.org.  

 

JOY NEWS FLASH!!! 
JOY (Just a little Older in Years) invites you  to 
a POTLUCK supper at noon on Sunday,  
November 12th. Bring your favorite autumn or 
Thanksgiving side dish and/or dessert to share.  
The Nurture Committee is providing turkey and 
ham. RSVP by November 5th so we know how 
much meat to buy. Contact Gail Sandifer by 
phone 540-937-7161 or the JOY email: 
Joyatwumc@gmail.com. 
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Arlene Carr  

New WUMC Treasurer 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Alice West steps down from her 23-year tenure 
as the WUMC Treasurer at the end of this year 
(look for more about Alice next month), church 
member, Arlene Carr, will be transitioning into the 
role. “I mentioned to Marcia Payne one day that I 
was interested in becoming more active in the 
church and she asked about my education and 
background,” Arlene said. “When Pastor Tim told 
her about the upcoming vacancy, Marcia passed 
on my name and he asked me to consider the 
position.” 
 
Pastor Tim commented, “I am excited to have 
Arlene transitioning in as Treasurer after the 
fruitful and lengthy tenure of Alice West, and I 
look forward to working with her.” 

The volunteer position encompasses managing all 
the “outgoing funds” for the church, including 
disbursing funds to the causes for which they have 
been contributed, making monthly remittances to 
the conference treasurer, and keeping accurate and 
detailed records. The treasurer is a member of the 
charge conference, the church council, and the 
finance committee, providing regular reports as 
required. The role of the treasurer also includes 
the withholding and payment of all Federal, State, 
and Social Security taxes for all church 
employees, and the payment of monthly bills.  
 
Attending WUMC since 2009, Arlene comes into 
this position with excellent credentials. While 
living in Vienna, Virginia, Arlene worked at 
Wesley UMC as the Financial Administrator of 
the church preschool for 18 years. This position 
enabled her to utilize her degrees in economics, 
statistics and accounting. The large preschool, 
with over 150 enrolled students, was home to 25 
staff members. Upcoming Events 

 
Born and raised Methodist, Arlene recalls meeting 
her husband, Jon, at Arlington UMC when she was 
25. “I met Jon when he smashed me in the face with 
a volleyball during a young adult event at our 
church. We went to different services, so we didn’t 
know each other before that.” They began dating 
and married in 1978.  
 
Jon’s job with the Government Printing Office took 
them to Chicago for the next seven years, where 
their daughter, Allison, was born in 1980. They 
settled into their home in Vienna in 1985 when he 
was transferred back to Washington, D.C.  
 
After graduation from James Madison High School, 
Allison went on the earn a Bachelor’s degree in 
Equine Science from Truman University in 
Missouri. She worked at various farms in Missouri, 
but was frustrated working for others. 
 
With a desire to help her start her own business, 
Arlene and Jon made the decision to buy a 24-acre 
farm in Culpeper County. The farm now houses 
seven horses, four of which are boarders, a donkey, 
and a milk cow. Allison, who is now married with a 
daughter of her own, comes over every day but 
Sunday, to take care of the animals and give riding 
lessons in the full-size arena. Now retired, Jon has 
the pleasure of the morning and evening chores on 
Sundays. 
 
When they started looking around for a new church 
home, Arlene and Jon both felt comfortable at 
Warrenton UMC. Jon, who plays the trombone with 
Fauquier Community Band, Piedmont Symphony, 
and Silver Tones Swing Band, plays in the orchestra 
during the Living Christmas Tree performances. For 
the past three years Arlene has been involved in the 
handbell choir, playing at the 8:00 and 11:00 
services once a month.  
 
Passionate about cooking and sharing, Arlene helps 
Bev May with food for most of the funeral 
receptions. She also chairs the newly-formed Meals 
Ministry, coordinating meals for those in need as it 
comes up. Now that she is no longer working at 
Kohls, she has begun attending WOW meetings and 
looks forward to getting involved in more daytime 
activities. She also enjoys reading, crocheting, 
knitting, and counted cross-stitch. Arlene 
commented, “I am looking forward to a new role in 
my life, meeting new people, and developing more 
friendships at church.” 
 
Lynnette Esse 



National Honor Society 
Students Collect Food  

November food collection differs from all the 
other month's collections. Eleven months out of 
the year 20 to 25 adult volunteers request that 
shoppers at Safeway or Giant donate food, cash, 
and gift cards; over a thousand pounds of food 
and considerable amounts of cash are 
usually donated. November, however, is different 
because the stores, having their own charitable 
collections, don't allow other charities to collect.  
 
As a result, in November the National Honor 
Society at Fauquier High School has taken on the 
project of collecting food for the past three years, 
each year's group surpassing the amount that was 
collected the previous year. Last year NHS 
delivered over 2,700 items or about two and a 
half tons!  FCFDC gave out that food in 
November and December at WUMC. 
 
They continue the collection program again this 
year because of the enthusiasm of the sponsors 
who lead students to participate in getting 
everyone, students and staff, to donate. Students 
are learning to serve others by feeding the needy 
in Fauquier.  

Community Shred and  
Donation Day a HUGE  

Success! 
 

On Saturday, October 21st a steady flow of both  
members and people from the community stopped 
by the church to drop off their donation items and 
old papers to be shredded. The Community Touch 
truck left here full to capacity and Nick from True 
Shred barely had time for a coffee break. Many 
thanks to all of the volunteers for their time in 
organizing and staffing this event. Thank you also 
to the Sherriff's Department for being on-site to 
check car seat safety. 

 
Where oh where is 
Duane? He’s with the 
three wise men, of 
course! 
 
Duane Bresson in the 
storage shed searching 
for old church records. 
 
Duane and Alice pose in 
front of a mountain of 
old church records 
waiting to be shredded. 

Full truck ready to 
leave (lower right) 
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(Continued from page 4) 
 
Marcia commented, “It was a very informal gathering. We felt very loved and cared for. We got involved right 
away. I became a greeter, lay reader, and usher. I started attending a Bible study and singing in the Chancel 
Choir and in the Living Christmas Tree. I was baptized on January 21, 2001 and Joe and I became members.” 
     Later Marcia taught Bible study classes, adult Sunday school classes, and volunteered at Vacation Bible 
School. She led the Primetimers for several years. She has served on the Nominations and Leadership 
Development, Building, and Organ Committees, and helped with church publicity working with local 
newspapers and radio stations to advertise Warrenton UMC programs and services.  
     Known as “Team Rascal,” Marcia and Joe take their pet therapy dog, Rascal, to visit patients at Fauquier 
Hospital every other Tuesday. Marcia also serves on The Salvation Army (TSA) Advisory Board in Warrenton 
representing the TSA to the community and the community to the TSA. And she always finds the time to 
attend the Wednesday Prayer Shawl Ministry and the Thursday morning Bible study at church, where she 
enjoys spending time with her girlfriends. 
     “Marcia’s faithfulness and support as chair of SPRC has been a godsend for the church, the staff, and 
me.  Her dedication to the church and attention to detail is something that not all churches are privileged to see 
in members, and for that, and for her, I am grateful,” said Pastor Tim. 
    “I’m happiest when I’m helping others and living out my love for the Lord.  I have truly been blessed 
beyond belief!” Marcia said. 
 
Lynnette Esse 

 


