
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warrenton 
Witness 

 

About 4 years ago a campaign 
began to raise funds for an 
upgrade of the organ, and over 
the years, that campaign has 
raised over $140,000, more than 
75% of needed funds. Over the 
past 2 years, however, that 
emphasis has fallen away to get 
our financial house in order. We 
are now much healthier 
financially, while in that same 
period, the health of the organ 
has continued to deteriorate. In 
addition, we need new video 
projectors in the sanctuary.   
     Upon recommendation by the 
Trustees, the Church Council has 
approved a 6-week campaign to 
raise the funds needed to upgrade 
the organ and purchase/install 
two projectors. We need $66,000 
to complete these projects. June 
25th, we started a 6-week  

campaign to raise the remaining 
funds, and we hope that your 
family will prayerfully consider 
participating. 
     We are calling this our “66 in 
6" Campaign, where in six 
weeks, we will raise at least 
$66,000 together.  As a part of 
the campaign and a reminder that 
the Church exists to serve the 
world, we are committing to 
taking 10% of the total collected, 
and donating that to the Fauquier 
County Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault Advocacy 
Program.   
     FCDVSAAP helps to protect, 
counsel, and resettle victims of 
violence and sexual assault in our 
area, and the funds will be used 
for temporary housing, as well as 
clothing/toys for children 
affected. 
     You’ll hear much more about 
this, but if we break out $66,000 
by our average worship 
attendance, (about 400) that 
equals $165 per person, or about  
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$4 per day or $28 per week. In 
other words, that’s a sacrifice of  
the Starbucks latte or one meal 
out, for families in crisis to be 
cared for and our church home to 
be better poised for future 
ministry. 
     We hope you will be a part of 
what God is doing at WUMC, by 
joining in doing our part to 
glorify God in giving for God’s 
service. 

341 Church St., Warrenton, VA 20186     WarrentonUMC.org   540-347-1367              Preschool@WarrentonUMC.org   540-349-9050 



Pastor’s Pen 

 
"Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual 
Conference is to be disciples of Jesus Christ, who are 
lifelong learners and who influence others to serve."   
 
This statement from Bishop Sharma Lewis is packed 
with meaning and potential, and The Church of Jesus 
Christ is packed with the same.  When I heard this I 
immediately thought of Warrenton UMC and the 
season in which we find ourselves. Here are the things 
that came to mind: 
 
With the departure of Pastor Jiyeon and the arrival of 
Pastor Monica and her family, God has invited us to 
step into another season of change. When I think of 
discipleship, influence, and an invitation to serve, I 
can’t help but think about Jesus’ call to His disciples 
to journey with him through the changes.  
 
I thought of how we are beginning a process of 
discernment through the Next Level Innovations 
Program (www.nextlevelinnovations.org ), the first 
year of which is a time of praying and learning about 
ourselves, our community, and where God might be 
leading us to influence and serve others.  
 
I remembered the kick off of our “66 in 6" capital 
campaign to raise funds to complete necessary work 
on the Organ and Video Projector upgrades (see 
article on page 1). The funds collected will not only be 
enhance our worship space, but also serve others 
through giving 10% of all receipts to assist abused 
persons in our own community.  
 
I proudly reflected upon our mission statement of 
being the Body of Christ in our community, glorifying 
God and guiding people to become fully devoted 
followers of Jesus Christ. A vision with many 
parallels to our Bishop’s vision. 
      
This vision was presented by our Bishop during the 
closing worship of this year’s Virginia Annual 
Conference held in Hampton, VA. The theme of the 
Conference was “A New Thing.”  This theme was 
woven into every aspect of the Conference, and by the 
end of the three days together, there really was a sense 
of the Spirit inviting us to step into the new thing (s) 
Christ is laying out for the future of The Church.  
 
  
 

While in Hampton, I, and most of the folks in 
attendance, was excited and enthusiastic to get to 
work, but upon returning home, I’m reminded that it’s 
easy to talk about such things and harder to do them. 
A new thing is not always easy to handle, for a new 
thing implies change. It can imply entering into and  
navigating uncharted territory, inviting “the stranger” 
into the process, and/or doing/being something, we 
have not been.   
 
As a result of the experience at this year’s Annual 
Conference, I’ve been reminded again that this God of 
ours, not only says that “All things are possible”  
(Matthew 19: 26), but also says, “...I make all things 
new...” (Revelation 21: 5) Both of which are words of 
hope and transformation, and I believe we need such 
words in a world that is wrestling for both. 
 
In a world where there is so much hopelessness, we 
need to seek ways to share and live into hope, and that 
comes through seeking to be lifelong learners about 
faith and life, then take what we learn and allow God 
to use us to influence others to serve. We need 
transformation as well, for this world (or should I say 
people and systems of the world) continues to be stuck 
in ways that harm, destroy, or at least hinder growth 
and healthy change. But through learning, influencing, 
and serving, God makes a way for such transformation 
to happen. 
 
In this time of change in our church, we need the 
same. We need to be learning and growing together, 
seeking God’s will, and sharing God’s love. And as 
we do that, God uses us to influence others to do the 
same. 
 
God is moving the Virginia Conference of The United 
Methodist Church into A New Thing, and that same 
movement is happening here at WUMC, not only 
structurally and administratively, but spiritually. As 
we continue to move forward with so much going on, 
I invite you to lean into God’s new thing. Seek to 
learn and grow. Pray to be one who influences others, 
then share in such a way that they, and you serve the 
God who calls us to be disciples for the transformation 
of the world. 
 
May God continue to bless us as we seek to be the 
Body of Christ in our Community, glorifying God, and 
guiding people to become fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
In Christ, 

 
 

http://www.nextlevelinnovations.org/


VBS 
Share Christ with Warrenton…bring a friend to 
VBS this summer! July 17 – 21, 9:00 – 12:00, 
ages 3 years through 5th grade. Registration is 
available on the church website or the Welcome 
Center. Cost is $20 for a full week of fun, music, 
games, crafts, snack, and Bible stories. We still 
need volunteers to make this event happen 
(nursery is available for volunteers’ children). 
 
Kingdom’s Kids  
Children ages 6 months through 12 years are 
having a blast at Kingdom's Kids Summer 
Camp! Space is still available and enrollment is 
by the day. We are now enrolling for our fall 
program for ages 6 months – 5 years. School-
year hours are Monday – Friday 9:00 – 2:00 
(shorter hours are available). You choose the 
days you want to enroll each month and pay only 
for those days. Potty training is not required.  

W.U.M.P. 
(Warrenton United Methodist Preschool)
 
     I can’t believe that school is already out. My how 
this school year flew by! It seems like we just started 
the new school year, then it was Christmas, now we 
are out for the summer.  
     May was a fun month. We celebrated our mothers 
with Mother’s Day Teas/brunches/Luau. Each class 
invited their mothers to a fun morning filled with 
food (which the children helped make), 
entertainment, gifts, and laughter. This is one of the 
highlights of our school year for mothers and 
children. 
     Several days were spent rehearsing for our End of 
Year Celebration. On this special day, we all 
gathered in the sanctuary with our parents and 
special guests to celebrate our year. The students 
entertained the guests by singing several of their 

favorite songs. We watched a special slideshow 
presentation prepared by Deb Wallace, which 
chronicles each WUMP child throughout their time 
at WUMP. Each child then received a “moving on” 
certificate. The morning concluded with a special 
reception in Memorial Hall.   
     We are very proud of our preschoolers; it is a 
bittersweet ending to the school year. We have 
worked hard preparing them for their next 
journey, the 4’s moving on to kindergarten (to big 
kid school) and the 3’s into the 4-year-old classes. 
Every year I watch with great wonder at the changes 
that are made. It is such a blessing to watch them 
grow and blossom into confident, self-reliant, happy 
children.  
     Space is still available for the upcoming school 
year. For more information, email Gail Lane 
at preschool@warrentonumc.org  or call the 
preschool office at 540-349-9050. Until next school 
year … Gail Lane, Director 

Children’s Ministry Team 
Are you feeling the call on your life to share 
Christ with others? Contact Megan to find out 
more about our Sunday morning Children's 
Ministry team. The team is comprised of 30 
adults who are passionate about their faith and 
want to demonstrate God's love with the WUMC 
children. We will meet on August 13th at 10:45 
in Memorial Hall for fellowship (yes, food!) and 
training. Let me know if you plan to attend by 
emailing children@warrentonumc.org. 
 
Splash and Slide 

A team is now forming to help Warrenton Parks 
and Rec with their Splash and Slide on Saturday, 
August 12 from 12:30 – 4:30 (event runs 1-4). 

We will be there to have fun with the  children 
from our community as they slide on the giant 
water slide, play games with water balloons, and 
enjoy water sprays. Sign up at goo.gl/uAGK2V 

Children’s Ministries 

mailto:preschool@warrentonumc.org
tel:(540)%20349-9050
mailto:children@warrentonumc.org


Clif Stroud 
Shares His Passion for the Organ  

Clif Stroud has served WUMC as our organist since October 
2012. Since he had previously served on an interim basis for 
several months at the 11:00 service, Music Director, Gina Renfro
-Smith, was familiar with his talent and passion for the organ and 
thought of him when a permanent position became available. He 
had been the organist at Grace Episcopal Church in The Plains 
for eight years and the interim organist at Good Shepherd 
Episcopal Church in Burke just prior to coming to WUMC 
permanently. 
 
“When I met Clif I knew that God had sent him here,” Gina 
commented. “He is dedicated to his craft, and when he plays, it’s 
with extreme reverence for the beauty of the instrument. I am 
thankful for the gifts that God has given him and his willingness 
to share them with us every Sunday.” 
 
The organ is such a daunting looking instrument. How does one 
ever learn to play it, or even want to play it? It is not a popular 
instrument, like a guitar, which lends itself to popular music. So 
how did Clif ever get into playing the organ?  
 
Clif’s dad started teaching him to play the piano at the age of 
seven. By the time he was ten or eleven he was playing classical 
compositions by Bach and Chopin. His dad took him to see organ 
concerts. He also sang in the professional men and boys’ choir at 
an Episcopal church in Philadelphia. 
 
“One day after church was over and my parents were in the 
coffee hour,” Clif recalled, “I snuck back into the sanctuary, 
turned on the organ, and started to play. It was an incredible 
feeling to have control of all that sound. It felt exhilarating!” The 
accomplished organist and choir master at the church, Michael 
Stairs, caught him, of course, recognizing his true passion and 
natural talent. He began giving Clif lessons once a week when he 
was 12 years old. 
 
Throughout high school and college, Clif studied the organ. 
Playing no sports, he went to the church daily after school to 
practice. By the time he was 14, he was hired as a summer 

substitute organist at a large Presbyterian church in Philadelphia. 
He went on to study the organ with Joan Lippincott at the 
Westminster Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey, where he 
also studied choral conducting. He continued his organ studies at 
Syracuse University with Will Headlee, and piano with William 
Goodrum, and is a graduate of Syracuse. 
 
“The organ is a fascinating instrument,” Clif said. “No other 
instrument can sustain a note for as long a period (until I remove 
my finger), or produce such an incredible variety of sounds.”  
 
During Clif’s 30-year aviation marketing career, he once had the 
occasion to visit Atlantic City for a meeting. Of course, he had to 
make time to go and see the largest pipe organ ever built, based 
on the number of pipes (33,114), at the Boardwalk Hall 
Auditorium. Although the convention hall was closed due to a 
recording session in progress, Clif was able to gain entry. He 
said, “The gentleman playing the organ was struggling with the 
hymn, ‘Abide with Me.’ When he asked if I was an organist and 
could I help, I inadvertently became part of the recording. The 
CD, released in 1998, raised funds for the much-needed repair of 
the organ and was later broadcast on National Public Radio to 
great critical acclaim.” 
 
Clif practiced twice a day every day for six months before 
playing a solo recital at the National Cathedral in 1998, a 
performance that was also recorded.  
 
When Clif is not busy working full-time for the FAA in 
Communications, or playing the organ at WUMC, he is often 
found teaching private organ or piano lessons, or serving on the 
Board of the Northern Virginia chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists. 
 
Shortly before Clif started working at WUMC, he said Gina 
started considering the purchase of a new organ. “Our organ was 
brought over from the old church building in Old Town 
Warrenton,” Clif stated. “It was a much smaller building and the 
organ was inadequate for the size of our current building. We 
formed a new organ committee and visited several different 
organ manufacturers. The plan is to keep all the existing pipes 
and supplement them with concealed speakers in the front and 
back of the church. We will also add a new three-keyboard 
console that will provide a greater variety of sounds, digitally 
sampled, which blends with the pipes so that you can’t tell the 
difference.” 
 
The initial Capital Campaign raised over $140,000, but the entire 
cost of the current upgrade plan, which includes the entire A/V 
system and new projectors, is about $196,000. Clif wants the 
congregation to understand that Gina will also be able to tap into 
the digital voices of the new organ with her own keyboards at the 
9:30 service, giving her a greater variety of sounds. The upgrade 
will impact all the services, not just the traditional 8:00 and 11:00 
a.m. services. 
 
“I am so excited!” Clif said. “I am so grateful to the organ 
committee and to the church for supporting the new instrument.” 
The goal is to have everything installed, tuned, and voiced by 
mid-November so as not to interfere with the Living Christmas 
Tree or Warrenton Chorale performances. 
 
By Lynnette Esse 
 
 



Bringing Back the Bluebirds 

 

Girl Scout Gold Award Project 
 

     The Girl Scout Gold Award is the highest 
award a Girl Scout can earn. Once achieved, it 
shows colleges, employers, and the community 
that you’re out there changing the world.  For my 
Girl Scout Gold Award project, I decided to help 
conserve bluebirds and promote it to our church 
community. Bluebirds were recently considered 
endangered due to forest destruction, pollution, 
and a growth in population of House Sparrows, 
which are not native to North America and are 
known to kill bluebirds and take over their 
homes. In order to help the bluebirds, I obtained 
a grant through the Virginia Bluebird Society, 
bought the needed supplies, and built 10 bluebird 
nest boxes, along with snake guards, with the 
help of family and friends.  Five of these nest 
boxes are installed around the church grounds 
forming a Bluebird Trail: three are around the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taylor DeHaven—excited about her 

newly-installed Bluebird nest 

labyrinth, one is by the Boy Scout shed, and the 
last one is behind the playground. The other five 
boxes were donated back to the Virginia 
Bluebird Society to be placed in another area 
within the county.  I have been monitoring the 
nest boxes each week and so far, 3 of the nest 
boxes do have families.   
     At the end of May, I taught the WUMC 
preschoolers about bluebirds and took them 
outside to see a nest box and a nest. My hope is 
that the preschoolers and the church community 
enjoy seeing these birds and are inspired to help 
conserve them as well.  
     If you are interested in learning more, you can 
talk to me or go Virginia Bluebird Society 
website (http://www.virginiabluebirds.org/) to 
see how you can help. Their online website will 
give you further details about bluebirds and their 
role in our community, and will provide you 
with blueprints to build your own box.  
 ̴  Taylor DeHaven, Girl Scout Senior Troop 795 
 

A special thank you to the following for their 
support of my project: Rankins, Home Depot & 
Gilliam’s Hardware for their help and donation of 
supplies, Warrenton United Methodist Church 
Board of Trustees & Norma Cromack, Warrenton 
United Methodist Preschool & Gail Lane, 
Virginia Bluebird Society, and Barbara Dennee, 
Fauquier Coordinator for VBS 

http://www.virginiabluebirds.org/


Susan Dove, 
Co-leader of the Witness Team 

 

Finds Joy in All that She Does 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Dove, co-leader of the Witness Team, has been 
an active member of WUMC for over 20 years. She 
has filled many different roles throughout her time 
here including leading various Bible studies and 
meditation groups, going on four mission trips to 
Nicaragua, two of which as team leader, and a part-
time staff position as the Purpose Driven Church 
Coordinator for several years. In that role, she utilized 
the skills she had acquired during her many years of 
working as a graphic artist, creating fliers, pamphlets, 
and promos for the classes that were held at the 
church. She made three trips to Saddleback Church in 
California to learn about the concepts, and to learn 
how to share them with the congregation.    
 
In 2003 Susan learned of a need for food in our 
community. She got together with a group of leaders 
from other area churches and the Department of 
Social Services to create the Fauquier County Food 
Distribution Coalition. She served as President of the 
Board for 12 years, along with representatives from 
St. John’s Catholic Church, Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, Grace Episcopal Church, and Social Services. 
Currently, she is serving as Vice President, while 
WUMC member, Sarah Cooper, fills the President’s 
slot. The food distribution continues to take place at 
our church on the third Saturday of each month. “We 
always need volunteers!” Susan said. 
 
“Since our church building is available at no charge, 
and the distribution is run by a group of volunteers,” 
Susan explained, “95–98% of donated money goes 
into the purchase of additional food. One of our 
biggest concerns over the summer are the breakfast 
and lunch meals that some of the participating kids 
would normally receive at school. We want to make 

sure they are not going hungry, so we created the 
Children’s Summer Meals program. We are looking 
for donations of single-serve items. (See complete list 
on page 7.) Please drop your donations in the box 
under the stairs on July 13-14.” 
 
Susan looks forward to watching the Witness team 
unfold as they embark on new community outreach 
programs. They have their first event coming up on 
August 12th - a Splash ‘n Slide day at the 
Community Center. They need volunteers to help that 
day and would like for more church members to join 
their team on an ongoing basis. “The more ideas we 
get, the more we can accomplish,” Susan said. 
 
Pastor Tim commented, “The depth of Susan’s gifts 
for ministry are as deep as her passion for 
service.  Susan has a servant’s heart, and she is one of 
those behind the scenes people who get things 
done.  She doesn’t beat the drum or call attention to 
herself, but she listens to her heart and God leads her 
to bless others.  We are blessed to have her here, and I 
am excited that Barbara Stohlman and she are heading 
up this vital area of ministry to the world.” 
  
When Susan is not busy serving the community 
through our church, she is busy with her part-time job 
teaching “Healthy Steps” classes for Fauquier 
Hospital. Susan said the job “fell in her lap” due to her 
avid workout participation at the Wellness Center. 
They asked her to take the training and become a 
certified instructor. Now she teaches the class on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at the Wellness Center. It is 
designed for those 55+ who want to get back into 
shape after an illness or a period of inactivity. It 
includes slow, smooth movements which are easy for 
seniors. Every other week she also teaches the class at 
the Villa at Suffield Meadow Assisted Living, and 
Fauquier Health Rehabilitation & Nursing Center, 
where seated versions of the exercises are offered. 
 
A certified Reiki practitioner, Susan also volunteers 
her time at the Fauquier Hospital Infusion Center. 
Susan and her husband, Joe, attend the 8:00 a.m. 
service each week, with Joe working the tech board 
and Susan singing in the choir. She enjoys singing in 
the Living Christmas Tree each year. Susan and Joe 
love spending time with their family. 
 
“Throughout it all,” Susan says, “There is joy! When I 
reflect back on my life, I see all those places where 
God touched my life and took me down a path. As I 
get older (and wiser) I take the time to see and 
appreciate everything.”  
 

By Lynnette Esse 



• Children Summer Meals 
At last report from DSS, about 3,000 Fauquier 
County children receive breakfast and/or lunch 
through the School Nutrition Program.  While on 
summer vacation there is no program. Please 
help for the months of June and July by 
purchasing some or all of the following items 
and placing them in a bag marked: 
 “Children Summer Meals” 
(or donate money, and we’ll do the shopping) 
  
1. shelf milk (ultra-pasteurized [UHT] milk,   
      for example, Parmalat, or powdered milk) 
2.   cereal 
3.   small boxes of raisins 
4.   juice boxes 
5.   peanut butter & jelly (plastic jars, please) 
6.   cereal bars 
7. tuna or chicken (as salad or with salad  
      dressing), with crackers in a package 
8. snack sizes of fruit-plastic or metal  
      containers 
9.   small mac & cheese (microwaveable) 
10. V8 Fusion juice (any flavor, 8 oz. cans or  
       6.75 oz. juice boxes) 
11. canned pasta items (for example, Chef  
      Boyardee) 
12. any healthy snacks (but please no nuts— 
      too many allergies) 

• Outreach Team 
Reach out: Invite someone to come to church.  
Fulfill the Great Commission.  
 

• Witness Team - Volunteers Needed 
Splash and Slide—Saturday Aug 12th from 1- 4 
Volunteers needed at noon until 5 or 6 to set up and 
break down.  During 1-4, to monitor all the 
activities.  Plan on getting wet. 
Touch a Truck - Sat Sept 16th from 1- 4 
Volunteers needed to direct parking and monitor the 
activities. 
 

• Worship Help Needed 
     Our pastors depend on the congregation to assist 
them in various ways every Sunday. It is our 
privilege as readers, greeters, ushers, Communion 
servers, etc., to serve them in that capacity. Pastor 
Tim selected Sign Up Genius as the resource tool for 
our church to ensure one central location for all this 
information. On a regular Sunday, there is typically 
a need for a total of 24 people to assist. On 
Communion Sundays, we add at least four more 
for 9:30 and 11:00 services.  
     Summer is a time of travel and vacations for 
many. However, if you happen to know of your 
plans now, it would be very easy for you to go to the 
link http://www.signupgenius. com/
go/4090e4bacaf2aa6f94- wumc1 and sign up to 
assist when you know you are in town. 
  

Upcoming Event 
       

      Friday, July 21st  
 

       Please join the Women of WUMC from 6-8 p.m. in Memorial Hall. 

Announcements 

• JOY News 
Due to many vacations and other events being 
celebrated, there will be no JOY event in July. 
For August, please consider attending the FREE 
movie at the Packard Theatre in Culpep-
er.  Watch for dates and times in future bulletins. 
  

• Music Ministry 

Many thanks to the choir, the handbell players, 
and the praise band for their dedication and ser-
vice to worship. We had a wonderful time of fun, 
food, and fellowship at our music ministry pot-
luck! A nice way to end the season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Warrenton Police Dept. visits Kingdom’s Kids 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4bacaf2aa6f94-wumc1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4bacaf2aa6f94-wumc1


Farewell to Pastor Jiyeon 
We will miss you! 

Many thanks to Perry & Pam Benshoof for cooking and donating the BBQ lunch for 
Pastor Jiyeon's reception!  It was AMAZING and most appreciated! 

 

Warrenton United Methodist Church 
341 Church St. 
Warrenton, VA 20186 


