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Rooted Youth Ministry
Our “Rooted” Youth Ministry
is excited about the new thing
God is doing at WUMC. We
started our year off by digging
into Financial Peace for
students with a study called
“Generation Change.” This
Bible study is designed to lead
teens to a better understanding
of God, themselves, and their
money. Through three different
teaching series, students are
equipped with biblical principles
to BE who God created them to
be, DO more with their money,
and GO out into the world
ready to write their story. The
9-week study walks the youth
through scripture, which will
help them to see financial
matters from a Godly
perspective. We saw an
increase in attendance during
these classes. We are seeing
that God continues to call the
students together as they grow
in their faith.
We are also looking forward
to our new Sunday morning
schedule, which will begin on

February 18th. The new service
times will allow the youth to be
more involved with worship and
be part of the congregation. It is
a privilege for all the
generations to worship
together. This is the place
where teens and young
children can have different
generations speaking into their
lives, which is vital for spiritual
growth. Starting those
relationships now, as young
children, helps them be the
Church, not just show up once
a week. We have a great
opportunity to show the next
generation that worship is
about helping our church learn
what it is like to be a
community of faith.
In addition, having the youth
and kids in church will allow
them to serve in worship in
meaningful ways. The youth
will be able to help serve
Communion and be active
members of the congregation.
We will be adding a new Middle
School Discipleship class for

students in 6th-8th grade on
Sunday morning. We are investing
in the next generation by showing
them that they are capable of
doing ministry and that they are a
part of this great story God is
weaving together. Do you want to
be a part of their story? We are
looking for adults who are willing
to invest in the next generation by
helping with these classes.
Finally, we invite your teens 6thth
12 grade, to come join us on
Sundays at 5:30 in Memorial Hall.
Rooted Youth Ministry is a place
for them to build relationships,
build a community, and build up
their faith deeply rooted in Christ.
We invite you to come visit our
Sunday morning discipleship class
or Sunday night youth. This is a
great way to meet the youth and
see how God is moving in and
through them. If you have any
questions, or are feeling called to
help in any way, please email
Janice Hutton at
youth@warrentonumc.org.

Pastor’s Pen
Though it seems like we just went through
Christmas, Lent is right around the corner. We move
from remembering the Nativity and the celebration of
Christ’s birth, to the road that leads to the Cross of
Christ. That’s quite a shift, and quite a change in a
short time.
As one of the worship leaders, that is a big deal,
because the whole mood of worship changes. The
focus and preparation take on a different flavor, and it
calls for me, and the other worship leaders, to shift out
of the norm and into what is to come.
The irony of such reflections is not lost on me, for
I’m guessing that many of you have felt the same kind
of shift as we prepare for our worship and discipleship
time change. Moving from worship services at 8:00,
9:30, and 11:00, with minimal discipleship
opportunities, to a 9:00 service with contemporary
music, 11:15 service with traditional music, and a
discipleship hour beginning at 10:10, is quite a shift. It
will require a change in schedules, a shift in focus, and
the vulnerability of trusting each other to learn and
grow as a church, and as sisters and brothers.
Did you notice that this new schedule begins on the
first Sunday of Lent? Again, this is intentional, for the
parallels of examination leading to “death” are evident,
but what I love about this is that we are people, not of
death, but of resurrection! That out of change and
transition comes new life and hope for us for
generations!
As we enter this month, I invite you to reflect upon
these changes in such a way that you dig a little deeper
into your thoughts, emotions, and responses to the
changes. Before the 18th, what are you feeling? Are
fears emerging? Is excitement building? Where is God
in the preparation? After the 18th, what does it feel like
to be here at a different time? What does it feel like to

be here for two hours instead of one? Are frustrations
or questions emerging? What potential do you see that
can be lived into through this new schedule?
All of these kinds of questions are what make for
healthy transitions and healthy growth as disciples of
Jesus Christ. They will draw us together as one Body in
Jesus Christ. These are real and important to name,
and I am proud of the fact that, if our Town Hall
meetings from January 21st are any indication, we are a
church willing to trust God and each other, even when
change is hard.
Saturday January 27th, Pastor Monica and I led our
church leadership in a training to prepare us for 2018.
The basis of that training was to name what leadership
is, name what discipleship is, and then name that our
leaders are called to lead, as well as disciple everyone
else in the church and community. That’s a high bar!
And yet, we can challenge that as your pastors, and we
can live into such high expectations, because it’s not
up to us. It’s up to the God who has gathered us all
together in this time and place to love and serve. All
we need to do is gather, listen, seek to learn, and then
take one step after the other, to live into who God is
calling us to become.
I’m excited about where God is moving, and Pastor
Monica and I both feel blessed and humbled to see the
willingness of this congregation to navigate change.
We indeed see and help lead a congregation which is
the body of Christ in our community who glorifies God
and seeks to guide people to become fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ! I hope you feel and see that
too, for we are God’s people, together seeking God’s
call.
In Christ, Tim Tate

God is on the Move Through the Music and Worship Ministry
God is on the move at WUMC and there is a renewed
exuberance which one can feel when walking through
the doors! In response to this, the Music and Worship
Ministry is working toward expanding its presence both
inside and outside the church walls.
As a gathering body, we are asked to worship God
by our presence, our praises, and our offerings - to
come together as one in relationship with one another
and with Christ, and to worship Him with excellence and
with joy. Ephesians tells us, … “as you sing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing
and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving
thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians 5:1920 NRSV). Music is an important and sincere way of
communicating our feelings. It is our outward response

great example of planned community outreach is our
Gospel Group. Their main purpose is to bring the joy
of gospel music to the local nursing homes. They will
not only sing and play for the residents but will also
be there in fellowship with those who may be feeling
lonely or forgotten. As we grow, we are hoping to
have several groups who will serve in worship as
well as outreach.
In addition to the Music and Arts Committee, we
are establishing a Creative Worship Team. They will
meet on a schedule throughout the year and will help
to plan the creative aspects of our sermon series.
This group is comprised of people from the
worshiping body who want to use their creative gifts
to bring glory to God.
All of us are looking forward to the upcoming new

“as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs
among yourselves, singing and making melody to the
Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at
all times and for everything in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”
(Ephesians 5:19-20 NRSV)

to how we feel about the Lord and we use the gifts and
talents that the Lord has given us as offerings to praise
Him.
As a ministry, we are excited about the worship
changes! We will be able to make important connections
with one another and grow together as disciples, which in
turn will make our musical offerings so much more
meaningful. We will also be able to move forward as
brothers and sisters in Christ rather than just
acquaintances from 341 Church Street. As you are
reading this and are feeling a pull toward the Music and
Worship Ministry, I urge you to come see me. There are
so many opportunities and places to serve both in the
church and in the community. I would love to get to know
you and help connect you within the ministry to share
your God-given gifts and talents.
New for this year within the ministry, is a Music and
Arts Council. The purpose of this committee is to plan
music events (outside of Sunday mornings) for each year
in the life of the church, and for community outreach. A

organ console. Many have asked me about the time
frame for the arrival of the organ. We have been
planning the install of the console but have
encountered some delays due to the availability of
several parts. We are working with the organ builders,
Di Gennaro-Hart Organ Company, to confirm a more
solid install schedule and I will keep the congregation
informed as the information becomes available. We
thank you for your patience and your support for this
project. We are excited to hear the beautiful sounds
this new organ will make!
As I end, I ask you to be in prayer for our church
and for the Music and Worship Ministry. This is an
amazing time for our church and we are excited to
take this journey of growth together. If you want to talk
about the Music and Worship Ministry, or just get to
know me, please stop by my office or you can reach
me by email at music@warrentonumc.org or call the
church at 540-347-1367.
In Christ, Gina Renfro

Wrapped in God’s Arms

week, but have had as many as 20. We always
welcome new people.”
Two years ago, after retiring from her 40-year
teaching career, Teresa got involved in the
Prayer Shawl Ministry. “I joined because of the
comfort that one of their shawls provided for my
mom during the last months of her life,” Teresa
said. “Later I wore that same shawl when I was
undergoing treatment for breast cancer. I felt
wrapped in God’s arms (and Mother’s) when I
wore that shawl. I wanted to be part of a ministry
that is so important.”

Teresa and Miller Bennington
Married for almost 47 years, Teresa and Miller
Bennington have been faithful members of
WUMC since the spring of 1989, when they
moved to Warrenton from Herndon. Early on, as
new young members, the couple had an
experience that would forever cement their
commitment to the church.

Teresa wants everyone to know that shawls and
lap robes that have been blessed by our pastors
are always available to anyone in need of God’s
comfort. The group is currently working on
scarves and blankets that will go into book bags
for needy children next fall. The group meets
every Wednesday from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. yearround, except for holidays and snow days.
Although Teresa came into the group as an
accomplished knitter and crocheter, she stresses
that they are all more than willing to teach the
basics to beginners.

In addition to taking over the reigns of the Prayer
Shawl group from Bev May, Teresa has also
recently agreed to take on the role of Recording
Secretary for the Church Council. She isn’t the
only one to take on a new responsibility,
however, as Miller has recently become a
member of the Trustees. After their many years
of service in various capacities, the pastors have
“That’s when we knew that this was our forever
complete confidence in them. Teresa chaired the
church home,” Teresa said. “We just love this
Worship Committee for several years and has
church! It has been a core part of our lives ever
served as coordinator for the LCT ushers. Miller
since.” They raised their two children, Jacob and has sung in the choir and in the LCT for many
Sara, at the church and began to get involved.
years and served as a lay reader. Together, they
started and organized the fall cookout for many
Attending the 8:00 a.m. service, they made
years.
friends who encouraged them to attend the 9:30
a.m. adult Sunday school class. Twenty-eight
Son, Jacob, and his wife, Lindsey, also attend
years later, they are still part of the discussion
WUMC with their sons, Canaan (3) and Jonathan
group, along with numerous other original
(1 ½). Now that Miller is retired from 20 years in
attendees.
teaching and 25 years in business, the couple is
enjoying life in the country, raising beef cattle
“This time is so meaningful to us,” Teresa said.
and spending time with their family and
“To me, this is the way that Christianity should be menagerie of dogs and cats.
done. We study the Word together, pray for each
other, prepare meals for one another in times of By Lynnette Esse
need, help each other, and socialize together. It’s
a great bunch of people. We average 12-15 each
While visiting family in Teresa’s hometown of
Louisville, Kentucky, Miller had a serious illness
that put him in the hospital. Warrenton UMC
Pastor, Mike Hough, blew them away when he
showed up at the hospital in Kentucky to visit him
and pray for him.

New Sunday Morning Schedule for Children
(Beginning February 18th)
•

•

•

8:45 – 9:00 Sign in children for
Children’s Discipleship at one of the
check-in kiosks.
9:00 – 10:00 Contemporary worship
service. Childcare is offered for children
Kindergarten and younger upstairs.
Children 1st grade and older attend
service. We encourage children to sign
up to serve with their families as
acolytes, greeters, and readers. We
have worship bags, Sermon buzz words,
Sermon notes, Wiggle seats, and other
fidgets available – ask an usher.
10:00 During announcements, children
who are checked in to Children’s
Discipleship and their teachers will be
dismissed to walk together downstairs to
room C11. Preschoolers and
kindergarteners who were in childcare
during the 9:00 service will be escorted
to C11 by a teacher. There is a check-in
kiosk next to room C11 for parents to
check-in children arriving for Discipleship
hour.

•

•

•

10:10 – 11:10 Discipleship hour for
children ages Pre-K - 5th grade includes
a breakfast snack (inform us of food
allergies), music, offering, and small
group activities divided by age group.
Childcare is available upstairs for
children ages infant – 3 years.
11:10 Parents pick up their children in
their small group classrooms.
Preschoolers and kindergarteners who
are signed in for childcare during 11:15
worship will be led to the childcare
classrooms by their teachers.
11:15 Traditional worship service.
Childcare is offered for children
Kindergarten and younger. Children 1st
grade and older attend service. We
encourage children to sign up to serve
with their families as acolytes, greeters,
and readers. We have worship bags,
Sermon buzz words, Sermon notes,
Wiggle seats, and other fidgets available
– ask an usher.

Upcoming Events
Be part of WOW Saturday February 10th, 4:00 – 6:00 pm
in Memorial Hall to
Connect Mind, Body and Soul
Come and learn to use your breath to decrease anxiety and pain and
increase your immune system response. Karen David will guide us through
techniques and meditations to find inner comfort and joy. Our breathing is
part of our nervous system that we can control.
Susan Dove will introduce us to “Healthy-Steps”, a program committed to improving physical and emotional well
-being through slow, smooth, gentle movements. With great music and fun props these techniques make
exercise enjoyable!
Let us know by January 31st if we may arrange child care for you.
All women are welcome! Please join us and bring a friend!!
Peg Carson 540-347-9172; peg@carson-associates.com
JoAnn Peterson 540-347-0956; peterson6101@aol.com

Feeding the Community of
Young Adults

“We got to know the other youth leaders,” they
said. “Then, with the help of Pastor Jiyeon and
Janice we started a Young Adult small group.
There are seven of us now. We meet at our
house every other Wednesday at 7:33 p.m.,
providing dinner and a lively discussion.”
Although Tommy and Monica are the
spokespersons for the group, they all agreed that
they didn’t want to have a “leader.” When it
comes to doing a study, however, Jeremy Vest
facilitates the lesson discussion.

Tommy and Monica Springman
Married since November 2016, Tommy and
Monica Springman discovered WUMC during
their search for a church home in early 2017.
They began attending the 8:00 a.m. service, and
although they were among the youngest in
attendance, were made to feel welcome by
everyone. They have enjoyed the traditional
service and appreciate having Communion each
week.

The group goes on occasional outings together,
such as a trip to the zoo, and participates in
community service. They look forward to helping
organize and run Family Game Night at WUMC
on Saturday, February 3rd from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Plans for the group include “growing to become a
support for like-minded Christians in the
community – by feeding the community of young
adults.”
Monica, who grew up in Northern Virginia, works
part-time for Meadowkirk at Delta Farm, a
Christian retreat center in Middleburg, Virginia.
Tommy, a Warrenton native, has been working at
CTI in Dulles for the past three years. Both serve
on the Living Christmas Tree tech team.

However, they said, “Since joining last year, we
found a comfortable niche, but feel that these
new changes might be a good way to break out
of that comfort zone and fellowship with people
whom we’ve yet to meet. We are looking forward
to finding our place in the new worship times,
watching how the changes will bring our church
together, and experiencing the new Discipleship
Hour.”
Having met while working at a Christian summer
camp, their relationship was forged by their
common faith. A mutual friend connected them
with our Youth Leader, Janice Hutton, who got
them involved with the youth program from the
start. They joined the church in February 2017.
“Both Tommy and Monica are a great addition to
our youth ministry team,” Janice commented.
“They have helped the youth ministry by bringing
their excitement and passion through all the
games they facilitate and through the small group
times. I love their heart for the kids and their
passion to make Christ known.”

Young Adult Small Group Christmas Party

Back row: Teddy Cromack, Tommy Springman
Front row: Josh Vest, Monica Springman, Haley
Hurst, and Jeremy Vest (not pictured: Jordan Larue)

Announcements
•

•

Food Distribution - Food Distribution needs
volunteers for Thursday, Friday, and Saturday,
February 15, 16, and 17. Please contact
Aubrey Smith at smithaandr@aol.com.

information, contact Michelle Smith at
mish312@yahoo.com.
•

Family Game Night - Join us for Family
Game Night on February 3rd from 4:00-6:00
p.m., hosted by our new Young Adult Group.
We are unplugging and dusting off our favorite
board games! There will be games available or
you are welcome to bring your favorite game
to play. We will have drinks for everyone and
ask that you bring a snack to share. For more

Parent’s Night Out - Looking for an
opportunity to spend an evening out with
your spouse? Just in time for Valentine’s
Day, Parent’s Night Out will be February
17 from 4:00-8:00 p.m. Ages 12 months12 years are welcome, pizza party is
included, and proceeds help our youth
go on missions. Visit https://
goo.gl/3HsUY4 for more information and
to register.

341 Prayer
“Dear Lord, as a chosen people united as your Body, free us from anything that
gets in the way of being guided by your vision and purpose. Lead us by your
Spirit to set the goals necessary to become who you call us to be, then give us
the courage to be faithful in committing to the path you have chosen for your
church. We are your hands, heart, and feet, so use us as you will. In the name of
Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.”
We are inviting everyone to set an alarm on your phone or calendar at 3:41 p.m. each day to
pause and pray this prayer.

W.U.M.P.
The preschoolers are getting settled back into the school routine after our long Christmas break. We are
all so excited to be back at school and are looking forward to Pajama Day, a visit from SPCA, Valentine’s
Day, and the wedding of the letters Q and U. Pictures will be coming in the next issue.
It’s getting that time of year to start thinking about preschool in the fall. Registration dates will be announced soon. These dates will be in the church bulletin and on WUMP’s
Facebook page.
On Wednesdays, Memorial Hall is set up with big tables and chairs for our 4
year olds to eat lunch. We try to make it as much like a school cafeteria as
possible to give them the experience of eating in a large room with lots of
children. Each child is encouraged to unpack their lunch, eat and then
clean up after themselves. We hope that this will help them adjust easier to
the school cafeteria. That big room, lots of tables, lots of other kids with a
time limit to eat can be a little overwhelming. ̴ Blessings, Gail Lane

Warrenton UMC
341 Church St.
Warrenton, VA 20186

Lenten Noontime Services:
The season of Lent begins on Wednesday,
February 14th, with our Ash Wednesday service at
7:00 p.m., then for the remaining weeks of Lent at
Noon on Wednesdays, we will hold a 25-minute
service each week (except the Wednesday of
Holy Week.) It will be a contemplative service
based in the Celtic tradition. Come and spend
some time centering yourself and seeking a
deeper relationship with God as we journey to the
cross.

