
Lesson 3: God’s Love is Victorious 

  

 

Lesson Summary 
 
Title:  God’s Love is (V) VICTORIOUS 

• Big Idea: God loved His people and wanted them to spend eternity with 
Him. So, he gave his only son so they could be with Him in Heaven. 

• Key Passage: John 3:1-21 – Jesus talks to Nicodemus  
• Memory Verse: John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life.” 

 
As you go through this lesson, remind children that they God loved us so much 
that he sent his one and only son to die on the cross for us to defeat sin and 
darkness and be VICTORIOUS in giving his children the chance for salvation. 
 
Gospel Connection: You will read through John 3:1-21 and focus on what Jesus is 
trying to teach Nicodemus. He wants Him to know that God’s love will conquer 
the darkness and open a place for him in the kingdom of God if he just follows 
Jesus. 
 
Supplies Needed:  
 

- Copies of the “Jesus and Nicodemus” skit for each child 
- Pink and red foam hearts (enough for every child in your class) 
- Permanent marker  
- Music playing device 
- Large room to spread out 
- Brown paper lunch sacks (two for each child in your class) 
- Brown construction paper 
- White construction paper 
- Red construction paper 
- Scissors 
- Glue 
- Markers 
- Printout of “Parent Handout” to pass out to students 



Lesson 3: God’s Love is Victorious 

  

 

Memory Verse Activity: Hand Motions 
 
For God so loved the world 
 

Point up at Heaven, make a heart with your arms across your chest and 
then make a circle with your hands to indicate the whole world 

 
That he gave 
 

Put hands out like you are giving something away 
 
His one and only son 
 

Hold up one finger and then pretend to pat a child on the head next to you 
 
That whoever believes in him 
 

Point to temple and then to Heaven 
 
Shall not perish 
 

Put back of hand on your forehead like you are about to faint 
 
But have eternal life 
 

Raise two hands to the sky like you are ascending to Heaven 
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Jesus and Nicodemus Skit 
 
Note: Some creative license has been taken to make the story engaging for kids to 
read aloud.  
 
Characters: 

- Jesus 
- Nicodemus 
- Narrator 

 
Narrator: It was late at night and Jesus was praying and resting. Suddenly, he 
heard a small voice whispering to him through the darkness. 
 
Nicodemus: Excuse me. Hello? 
 
Narrator: Jesus got up from the floor and opened the door to see Nicodemus 
standing in front of him. He was a respected Jewish leader and teacher and was 
risking ridicule by being seen with Jesus. 
 
Jesus: Come in, Nicodemus. How can I help you? 
 
Nicodemus: Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher from God because no one 
could have performed those miracles if they were not with God. 
 
Jesus: That is true. And no one can be a part of the kingdom of God if they are not 
born again.  
 
Nicodemus: What? Born again? How can someone old be born again? Does that 
mean I must enter my mother’s womb for a second time? 
 
Jesus: No, no. Nicodemus. You are misunderstanding what I’m saying. No one can 
enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Holy Spirit. Flesh 
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirt gives birth to spirit.  
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Nicodemus: Hmmm. 
 
Narrator: Nicodemus was still a little confused.  
 
Jesus: You shouldn’t be surprised by what I’m saying, Nicodemus. The wind blows 
wherever it wants to go, and you heart its sound, but you cannot tell where it 
comes from or where it’s going. This is the same for those who are born of the 
Spirit. 
 
Nicodemus: But how can this be? 
 
Jesus: Nicodemus, you are Israel’s teacher, and you don’t understand these 
things. This is the problem. We have spoken what we know, and we testify to 
what we’ve seen, but still, you people don’t accept our testimony. If you cannot 
understand these earthly things I speak about, then how can I get you to 
understand heavenly things?  
 
Narrator: Nicodemus thought for a second and tried to understand what Jesus 
was saying. He wasn’t sure if he could forget the things he’d been taught since he 
was a child. Jesus could tell that Nicodemus needed some more convincing. 
 
Jesus: Okay, Nicodemus. It’s like this. God loved the people of the world—all the 
people, not just his “chosen people”— so much that he sent his one and only son 
to be sacrificed. This sacrifice will push back the darkness and bring light and 
salvation to the world. Whoever believes this will not perish but have eternal life.  
 
Nicodemus: But God was supposed to send a mighty king to rid the world of evil.  
 
Jesus: God did not send his son into the world to condemn it, but to save it 
through him. Whoever believes in him is saved. It’s that simple. But those who 
don’t believe are condemned because they have chosen not to believe in God’s 
one and only son.  
 
Nicodemus: I think I understand, Rabbi. It is up to me to decide whether to accept 
God’s loving gesture.  
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Large Group Lesson 
 
Good morning, everyone! Let’s get to our lesson now that we’ve met the 
characters in our story today. Who remembers who they were? That’s right, Jesus 
and Nicodemus. We’re going to talk about them in a minute. But first, if you have 
been here the last couple of weeks, you’ll remember that we are learning about 
God’s love through the acronym L-O-V-E. Does anyone remember what the L 
stands for? God’s love is…..(allow children to answer) LONG-SUFFERING, that’s 
right! And what does that mean? (allow for answers) It means that God is patient 
with us even when we fail him. He is a kind and merciful God.  
 
Last week we talked about the letter “O” in LOVE. Who remembers what that 
means? Yes, God’s love is ONE-OF-A-KIND! So that means that God’s love is not 
like anything else. Today we’re going to talk about the letter “V” in LOVE. What 
words about God’s love do you think start with the letter “V?” One word that 
describes God’s love is VICTORIOUS. What does victorious mean? It means you 
overcame something great and succeeded. God overcame the darkness of a sinful 
world to give us salvation. How did he do that? Does anyone know? (allow for 
answers) Yes, through Jesus Christ! God gave his only son to save the world—you 
and me. He wanted us to all have the chance to be victorious over sin as well and 
spend eternity in Heaven.  
 
Let’s open our Bibles (or pass out handouts) and read through John 3:1-21. (READ 
THROUGH BIBLE PASSAGE)  
 
Nicodemus comes to Jesus secretly because he is afraid that the other Jewish 
leaders will see him speaking with Jesus. Jesus was seen as a troublemaker at the 
time, leading people away from the traditional ways of Jewish life. So, Nicodemus 
visits Jesus at night and tells him that he knows that he must be God’s son 
because of the miracles he’s performed. Jesus is kind of fed up with these leaders 
because they still don’t believe what he is telling them even when they see 
heavenly things on earth. So, he tries to make it simple for him. He wants 
Nicodemus to know that God loves everyone – not just the Jewish people—and 
wants to see them all saved. He explains that God sent his only son to be 
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sacrificed so this could happen. He also tells Nicodemus about being born of 
water and the Holy Spirit. It is hard for Nicodemus to grasp these concepts, but 
we know from the story of Jesus’ life that he died on the cross so that the people 
of the world could be free of sin and spend forever in Heaven with God. God’s 
love was so big that it overcame the darkness of sin to give us all the chance at 
eternal life. All we have to do is believe in Jesus and be born of water and the 
spirit (baptism).  
 
Let’s go over a memory verse for this lesson so that we remember what 
happened in the Parable of the Lost Sheep and how much God loves us. 
 
Memory Verse: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” John 3:16 NIV 
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(K-2nd) Small Group Discussion & Prayer 
 
Let’s open our Bibles (or refer to printout) and look at John 3:1-21. 
 
1. Who came to see Jesus at night?  

A. Nicodemus 
 
2. Why did he come at nighttime instead of during the day?  

A. He didn’t want anyone to see him with Jesus because he was part of the 
Jewish leaders who didn’t want Jesus around. 

 
3. Jesus said he had to be born again. Did he mean be born like a baby?  

A. No, he meant to be baptized—born of water and the Holy Spirit 
 
4. Who did God send to save the world from darkness and sin?  

A. Jesus  
 
5. Why do you think Jesus shared this with Nicodemus?  

A. Maybe he wanted him to know that God loves him, and God’s son would 
die for him, too. He wanted him to know that salvation was possible—he 
didn’t have to remain in darkness and sin. 

 
Let’s say a prayer to help us remember God’s love is VICTORIOUS over sin and 
darkness.  
 
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for sending your one and only son to die on the cross 
so that we didn’t have to live in sin. Thank you for providing a way for us to spend 
forever in Heaven with you. Help us to share your love with others and tell them 
about you every chance we get. In Jesus name, Amen.  
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(3rd -5th) Small Group Discussion & Prayer 
 
1. Why did Nicodemus come to see Jesus at nighttime instead of during the day?  

Nicodemus was a Pharisee—an important body of Jewish leaders. The 
Pharisees did not like Jesus coming into town and telling people about 
salvation for everyone—not just God’s “chosen” people. Nicodemus wanted 
to see Jesus, but he was afraid of what the others would think of him if they 
saw them together. 

 
2. What did Jesus talk to Nicodemus about?  And Why? 

He told him about being born again—through water and the Holy Spirit—
and that God loved the world so much that he sent his one and only son to 
be sacrificed for them. He wanted him to know that God’s love is victorious 
over sin and darkness and he wants to see all people come to salvation so 
they can spend forever in Heaven with him. 

 
3. In the scripture it says, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so 
the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal 
life in him.” What do you think Jesus is talking about here?  

He is talking about when the Son of Man (Jesus) will be held up on the cross 
like the snake was held up by Moses. And whoever believes that Jesus died 
on the cross to take away the world’s sins and give everyone the chance for 
salvation will have eternal life with God. 

 
4. What does the scripture mean by “God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him?” 

He means that God didn’t send a mighty king riding in on a horse to slay all 
those who were sinful. He sent a lamb (Jesus) to be sacrificed so that all of 
his children would have the chance to go to Heaven. 

 
Prayer:  Dear God, thank you for sending your one and only son to die on the 
cross so that we didn’t have to live in sin. Thank you for providing a way for us to 
spend forever in Heaven with you. Help us to share your love with others and tell 
them about you every chance we get. In Jesus name, Amen.  
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Hands-on Lesson Review Game 
“Musical Hearts”  

 
God’s love is all around us. Love is often times represented by hearts. So, today 
we’re going to play a game with hearts!  
 
Supplies:  
 

- Pink and red foam hearts (enough for every child in your class) 
- Permanent marker  
- Music playing device 
- Large room to spread out 

 
Directions: 
 

1. Lay out the foam hearts on a table or sturdy surface before class time. 
Write (with your permanent marker) on each heart with the items on the 
list below.  

2. Lay the hearts in a circle around the room (large enough for children to 
walk around). 

3. Have children pick a place around the circle of hearts. Encourage them not 
to move the hearts around with their feet.  

4. Play some music (Reckless Love, perhaps) for a few seconds and let children 
walk around the hearts. After a few seconds, stop the music. When the 
music stops, choose a child to read what’s written on the heart in front of 
them. 

5. That child will then do the task that is written on the heart.  
6. Once the child has executed their task, the game starts again. 
7. Continue steps 4-7 until each child has had the chance to read a heart and 

do a task.  
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Foam Heart List 
 

• Pretend to be Nicodemus sneaking through the town at night. 
• Name one thing Jesus talked to Nicodemus about 
• Make a heart with your hands 
• Say one thing you love about God 
• Tell the class what “L” stands for in L-O-V-E 
• Tell the class what “O” stands for in L-O-V-E 
• Tell the class what “V” stands for in L-O-V-E 
• Name the two things we need to be “born again.” 
• Name something you love 
• Name something in the room that starts with “L” 
• Name something in the room that starts with “O” 
• Name something in the room that starts with “V” 
• Name something in the room that starts with “E” 
• Make a heart with your body 
• Make a confused Nicodemus face. 
• Name the opposite of darkness. 
• Name the opposite of light. 
• Pretend to be Moses lifting up a snake. 
• Jump one foot and spell love. 
• Make an “L” with your body. 
• Make an “O” with your body. 
• Make a “V” with your body. 
• Make an “E” with your body. 
• Make ocean waves with your hands. 
• Flap your arms like a bird. 
• Name a food you love. 
• Name a hobby or activity you love. 
• Give yourself a hug. 
• Put your hands on your heart and feel your heartbeat. 
• Name something that provides light in the darkness. 
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Bonus Activity: Jesus and Nicodemus 
Puppets Craft 

 
Supplies: 

- Brown paper lunch sacks (two for 
each child in your class) 

- Brown construction paper 
- White construction paper 
- Red construction paper 
- Scissors, Glue, and Markers 

 
Directions: 

1. Give each child two paper lunch 
sacks. Tell them that one will be a Jesus puppet and one will be a 
Nicodemus puppet. (Show them an example of the finished product so they 
know what their puppets might look like – example below) 

2. Instruct the children to use the construction paper to cut out brown hair 
and a beard for Jesus and white hair and beard for Nicodemus.  

3. Instruct the children to cut out a red mouth that they will glue under the 
flap of the paper lunch sack. This will make the puppet look like it’s opening 
its mouth to talk. 

4. Let the children be creative in designing their puppets.  
5. When everyone is finished decorating their puppets, have them write John 

3:16 on the bottom of both puppets so they will remember the memory 
verse.  

6. When everyone is finished, divide the children into pairs and have them act 
out the Bible lesson with their puppets. If they can read, allow them to use 
their skit scripts to act out the lesson.  

 
Note: Encourage them to share their puppets and the Bible story with their 
parents and loved ones. 
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Song Suggestion (K – 2nd Grade): 
 
“When I Look”     Link: https://youtu.be/4iW9MN7vMpQ 
 

Lyrics: 
 

God made me, He made everything 
God loves me, He can do anything 

If I run over here, if I run over there 
God is everywhere, and He loves me 

When I look up, up, up 
I know He’s real 

When I look down, down, down 
I believe what I’ve found 

When I look in God’s Word 
And I search for Him 

He rewards me, because He loves me 

 
Song Suggestion (3rd – 5th Grade): 

 

“Reckless Love”      Link: https://youtu.be/Sc6SSHuZvQE  
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Parent Page 
 
Title:  God’s Love is (V) VICTORIOUS 

• Big Idea: God loved His people and wanted them to spend eternity with 
Him. So, he gave his only son so they could be with Him in Heaven. 

• Key Passage: John 3:1-21 – Jesus talks to Nicodemus  
 
Today, we talked about how God sent his one and only son to be sacrificed so that 
we could live with God forever in Heaven. We also talked about what it means to 
be born again and how God was VICTORIOUS over darkness and sin. Ask your 
child what they learned from the story of Jesus and Nicodemus. 
 

1. Who came to see Jesus at night?  
2. Why did he come at nighttime instead of during the day?  
3. Jesus said he had to be born again. Did he mean be born like a baby?  
4. Who did God send to save the world from darkness and sin?  
5. Why do you think Jesus shared this with Nicodemus?  
6. What did Jesus talk to Nicodemus about?   
7. Why do you think Jesus talked about these things with Nicodemus? 

 
Memory Verse: John 3:16 NIV “For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 
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Bonus Family Activity:  
“God’s Love Rains Down on Us” 

 
God’s love is all around us. It “rains” down on us in many different ways. Try this 
craft and activity with your family and help your children focus on the blessings in 
life.  
 
Supplies:  
 

- Printout of the “cloud” (below) that has this week’s memory verse printed 
on it. 

- Printout of hearts (below) 
- Construction paper 
- Scissors 
- Yarn 
- Tape 

 
Directions:  
 

1. Print and cut out the cloud shape. Read the Bible verse and talk about it 
with your children. 

2. When you are finished, print out the hearts out and have your kids help you 
cut them out.  

3. Lay the hearts out in front of you and ask your children and family 
members, “What are some things that God has done for our family? How 
has He showed us love?” 

4. Write each answer on one of the hearts.  
5. Cut six strips of yarn at different lengths (it doesn’t have to be exact). When 

you’re finished, attach the hearts to the strands of yarn with tape.  
6. Then tape the strands (with hearts attached) to the cloud. Hang up your 

cloud on the fridge or somewhere where you can observe your blessings on 
a daily basis. 
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“For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only son, 
that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish, but have eternal 
life.”  

John 3:16 

 




