
Hi all!  
 
What a beautiful display of God’s power we see in this snowstorm! Take a look at this text out of 
Isaiah 55:9-11 -  
 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from 
my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 

God blesses us with rain and snow; but look at what the writer is intending. They are a visual 
picture of what God’s Word does. Just as rain and snow water the earth, the Word of God goes 
out and accomplishes the work that God has ordained! Imagine if you could see the Word of God 
going out as easily as we can see the rain or snow. Can you imagine would it look like? 
 
I was looking forward to worshipping together this morning, but the weather had other plans! 
Great news though, we can worship the Lord anywhere and at any time. I have included a few 
things here for you to look at.  
 

• I have created a playlist of a few songs that I have been listening to in the past few days. I 
hope you will take a few minutes this morning with your family and worship in song. The 
song playlist is here: epcc.me/songs  

• I have also included a family devotional from Lydia, provided by a children’s ministry 
service that we use at EPCC. You will find that devotion here: epcc.me/snow 

• This guide is available for you to share with anyone you like at: epcc.me/wwg 
 
I hope you will take some time this morning to worship on your own or with your family!  
 
 
Some of you will remember this, some of you have forgotten and some weren’t here yet, but we 
visited here in person and spoke at the church almost exactly three years ago this week. Either 
way, in the message I shared that Sunday, I mentioned three things I would do if you called me 
here to pastor this church. I thought that this might be a good opportunity to review those 
promises and see how we’ve done! 
 

(If you would like to listen to that message from Sunday, Feb. 4th, 2018, you can listen to 
it here: epcc.me/vision. Interestingly enough, I talk about snow in the message!) 

 
Here are the three promises I made to you that day:  
 
1. It will be my goal to position this church, to enable this local body (including each of you 

and those who have not yet come) to reclaim this community for the glory of Christ. To drive 
a stake in the ground in this place that claims the village of Elmwood Park and the 25,000 or 
so people in it for Christ and His glory by whatever means necessary. 



 
We’ve come a long way here! Our church has developed a new identity and reputation in the 
E.P. community including with the Village government and the schools. Who knew three 
years ago that we would be serving the community the way we are now with the food and 
clothing ministries that are now functioning in the church! Let’s keep pushing in this 
direction!  
 
 

2. It will be my goal to lead this church to identify and engage the areas that represent your 
local Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth with the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to the best of our ability.  It will be my goal that we lean into the future, that we strain 
towards what is ahead, putting the past behind us and begin doing the things that will change 
the culture of the community God has planted us in for the glory of Christ.  
 
We have engaged our community and have been challenged to give to missions in the US 
and around the world. I am looking forward to continued progress in this area as we continue 
becoming g a church that is generous; one that gives and serves more than it receives! I 
would love for us to continue praying about our future as a church and identify more 
specifically, some places in our Samaria and ends of the earth where God would have us be 
salt and light.  
 
 

3. It will be my goal that we completely rely upon direction from God and the power of Christ 
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit to do all that we have been called to; To be 
witnesses of Christ to Elmwood Park, Chicagoland, Illinois and to the ends of the earth, for 
God and for His glory.  
 
Not only have we relied upon God, the power of Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
to enable us to do all we have been called to, God has been faithful to do the things He has 
promised! We are still called to be witnesses to the light of Christ and I can’t wait see what 
God will do next and how he will use each of us to share the good news of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in the places we live, work and play.  

 
 
We have come a long way since we arrived here in June of 2018 and we have more ground to 
cover yet. Thank you for allowing us to be a part of this journey with you and for jumping in to 
follow along with us wherever the Lord would lead! It has been an amazing three years, all to the 
glory of God! I can’t wait to see where God leads us next! 
 
Have a great Sunday, 
 
 
Pastor Sean 
 
 
 


