

October 13, 2024

Lesson #3: THE WIFE’S ROLE

THE WIFE IS TO BE A HELPMATE

A. To help – This is a woman’s created responsibility (Gen 2:18-20 “Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a HELPER who is suitable for him.”)

1. “Suitable” – In front of oneself, before your face, in your view, corresponding to, parallel to (Strong’s Concordance)

2. The wife is the husband’s equal ontologically – she’s not like the animals; a husband can speak with her face to face, she is made in God’s image and thus corresponds to her husband intellectually, spiritually, and physically. She is one who is able to help him ‘subdue’ the earth and ‘rule” over the rest of creation. 

*She is also “HELPER” – in the economy of God’s plan, she is a supporter (I Pet 3:7 – “Supporting Vessel”) to her husband, one who is able to help him bear his responsibility before God. God created the woman as an equal to man. Yet her role is different; this has nothing to do with equality of one’s being. Christ was submissive to his Father, but He was/is in no way inferior to His Father. 

“In modern woman’s quest to find herself, she is marching farther from her identity….she is becoming more like a man, precisely the thing she said she wanted to escape.” 


CF I PETER 3:1-7 

I. THE WIFE IS TO BE SUBMISSIVE

A. SUBMISSION – IS THE KEY TO THE ROLE – EPH 5:22  “WIVES, BE SUBJECT TO YOUR OWN HUSBANDS, AS TO THE LORD.”  

NOT POPULAR, BUT IT IS GOD’S DESIGN.  HAS BEEN GROSSLY MISREPRESENTED AND MEN HAVE NOT HELPED IN ENCOURAGING A BIBLICAL VIEW

B. Vs 7 – weaker vessel carries the idea of a supporting role, a subordinate role yet one of great importance. “understanding way” points to right understanding of what God ordained at creation in bringing Adam one who was designed to help him bear his huge responsibility.    

Vs 1 and Vs 7 - Submission means “To arrange yourself in rank under.” Hupotasso – “Put under” 6 X times. “Be subject unto” … “Be subject to” … “Submit one’s self unto” …“Be in subjection unto.” A Greek military term meaning “To arrange troop divisions in a military fashion under the command of a leader.”  In non-military use, it was a voluntary attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden”.  It’s a command in Vs 1 and as also in Eph 5:22 and Col 3:18. 

The “likewise” or “in the same way” of 1 Peter 3:1 refers to 2:13 - “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether as king as the one in authority” & “Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.”  

Submission of a wife is compared to THE CHURCH submitting to Christ – Eph 5:24  “As the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be their husbands in everything.…”

*Phil 2:14 – “Do all things without grumbling or disputing” doesn’t allow for gritting your teeth while remarks are made behind his back to the kids or to friends.

* Submit because it is fitting – Col 3:18  “Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.”  

*Even in difficult situations – 1 Pet 3:1  “In the same way, be submissive to your own husbands, so that even if any of them are disobedient to the Word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives.” 

*I DO NOT THINK SCRIPTURE REQUIRES A WIFE TO PLACE HERSELF IN PHYSICAL DANGER. IF A WIFE IS BEING PHYSICALLY ABUSED SHE SHOULD CALL THE PASTOR OR THE ELDERS AND HAVE THEM BE THE FIRST LINE OF INTERVENTION IF THE HUSBAND IS A BELIEVER. IF HE BECOMES VIOLENT, CALL THE POLICE, FLEE THE CIRCUMSTNCE, AND THEN CALL THE PASTOR/ELDERS. IF A PERSON WON’T LISTEN TO SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY SCRIPTURE SAYS THAT THE STATE “DOES NOT BEAR THE SWORD FOR NOTHING; FOR IT IS A MINISTER OF GOD, AN AVENGER WHO BRINGS WRATH ON THE ONE WHO PRACTICES EVIL.” (ROM 13:4). WHAT EVER THE WIFE DOES IN SUCH A CASE, SHE SHOULD NOT ALLOW HERSELF TO BE MANIPULATED INTO SILENCE BY FEAR OR A SMOOTH TONGUE. ABUSE PROSPERS BEHING A VEIL OF SILENCE. 

C. Submission involves the wife’s attitude

1. Submissive attitude – 1 Pet 3:4 “Let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit.” 

2. Reverent attitude - Eph 5:33 “And the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.”  CF  1 Pet 3:6 “Just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord.”

*Don’t confuse meekness (Gentle) with weakness; the meek stand for what is right, the weak stand for nothing. The meek do what is right, the weak do what is expedient.

*“Quiet Spirit” Think it through first, be clear, be gracious, and be controlled; after that, it’s just nagging and doesn’t work. 

II. Submission does not mean…

A. A concept just for women – Eph. 5:21 “And be subject to one another in the fear of Christ”

B. Becoming a slave to her husband – 1 Pet 3:7, Eph 5:25

C. Never speaking in disagreement – Can’t be a helper suitable or a companion if you don’t have an opinion

D. Never giving advice – same as above

E. Being a “doormat”; a doormat doesn’t do anything but lay there. Rom 12:18-23 calls on believers to aggressively attack problems with love and kindness. 

G.	That the wife is inferior to the husband (Covered earlier)




