
 

October 31, 2018  

 

Government Participation 

That sounds a whole lot more official than “get out and vote” but that’s what I mean.  Next Tuesday, 
November 6, 2018 we are given the opportunity to participate in voting for state and national civil 
government leaders.  It’s a privilege to vote and also I believe a responsibility as a citizen of our county 
to participate.  Some would suggest that because we are established in the Kingdom of God that we 
should shun involvement in the affairs of the kingdom of this world.  Or maybe some of you have come 
to believe that voting doesn’t matter or brings too much drama into your life. If so, refresh yourself with 
these scriptures: 

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except 
that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 
Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror 
for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the 
one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. 4 For he is God's servant 
to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He 
is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is 
necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also 
because of conscience. 6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's 
servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe 
taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
Romans 13:1-7 NIV 

Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to 
the king, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those 
who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God's will that by doing good 
you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 16 Live as free men, but do not use your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 17 Show proper respect to everyone: 
Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.  1 Peter 2:13-17 NIV 

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men 
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 1 Timothy 2:1-4 NIV 



If I’m called to cooperate with my leaders and live under their policies, then I’d prefer the privilege of 
deciding who I’d like to live under! These scriptures clearly state that God has ordained civil government 
on the earth to function with a heavenly calling.  In our nation, we get to participate in electing those who 
govern us.  Our role can either select someone for the position or remove someone in the position.  
Bearing that in mind, I want to suggest how you can go about choosing a candidate to vote for. The 
possibilities as I see it are:  

1. You can vote for a person.  Whether on a local, state or national level, you have researched and 
watched their life to the point that you believe they are genuine and desire to represent their 
constituents well.  

2. You can vote for a platform (with which a person is supposed to be aligned).  Some people go 
on automatic pilot in this category. They don’t consider the individual, they just vote the party.  
While this may be a permissible way to vote, it’s important as a believer to read and research 
each platform and compare that with Biblical standards.   I personally have read both the 
Democratic and Republican platforms.  While there are some similarities, I found vast differences.  

3. You can vote for a policy (that the person is promoting).  While not guaranteed that their policy 
will become law, there are those who have voiced certain policies that you agree with and are 
biblically supported.   

4. You can vote for appointments (that the elected person will have the privilege of making).  A 
pastor friend of mine voted for the presidential candidate that would appoint the next supreme 
court justices.  He didn’t care for the candidate, but cared for the values held and longevity of a 
conservative court.  

Like it or not, at the national level we only have a two party choice.  Just some history at this point; the 
last (and only) President who wasn't a member of any political party was George Washington.  However, 
the next five Presidents (up through John Q Adams) were affiliated with some type of party, but weren't 
nominated by a political party as we think of them today. That process began with Andrew Jackson. 
Jackson was the first President nominated by a major party (the Democratic Party) which has been true 
of every President since.  So at the national level, voting for an independent candidate is a lost vote. At 
the state level and even more so at the local level, independents can win, but no longer at the national 
level.  

Like it or not, the political party that has the majority has the edge. The majority party doesn’t have 
absolute power, but they have the persuasive power.  Again, not a deciding factor, but nonetheless, a 
factor.  

As a Christian rooted in God’s kingdom, I’m faced with the dilemma of participating in the kingdom of 
this world.  Yet, God calls us to influence this world in a way that promotes the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
This includes our attitude towards those who display themselves differently from us and voice 
themselves in opposition to us. Romans 12:10 says, “as much as it depends on us, live in peace.” Not 
everything depends on us since others have a responsibility too but we have to answer to a higher 
calling. 

So do your research ahead of the ballot box.  Decide who, how, and why you are voting.  Then Just Do 
It! First of all, pray (I Timothy 2:1) and continue praying!(I Thessalonians 5:17)  



 

 

Prayer Requests 

Dawit B. - Pray for Vicky who lost her son last year and has been experiencing 
anxiety. Her son Jordan is experiencing depression due to his brothers death.  

Jim M. - Pray for God's provision and direction in getting a new vehicle 

John & Somnia - Pray for our health. 

Pat A. - Please continue to pray for my health. 

Sally D. - Please continue to pray for our daughter Amy's healing and breakthrough. 
Also pray for Christine that God will provide the right job for her, 

Seng & Sherry. - 1. Pray for Sherry's brother to recover from his mental health 
breakdown 2, for Sherry and her family to clean out and sell their parents' home 
asap 3. for Seng's job interview this week at Winchester Medical Center. 

 

 

Deborah F. - As a cancer survivor I can sometimes be hyper vigilant about 
changing or new aches and pains. I noticed a large swollen gland in my 
throat. During the first DOVE Leadership class, Pastor Bobby was teaching 
on words of knowledge. In practicing with us he called out a swollen lymph 
node and said, "Don't fear, God has got that." A month later while reviewing 
my notes, I remembered this, felt for the lump and it was gone! 



  



Oct 21-Nov 4 - Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Campaign 

Nov 06 - Election Day - VOTE 

November 11 - SIA Book Club 12:15 in the Library (Bring a sack lunch) 

Nov 11-25 - Bags of Hope Project 

Nov 18 - Covenant Sunday 

 

Monday – 9:00 – 4:00 

 Tuesday - 9:00 - 4:00 

Wednesday - 9:00-4:00 

Thursday - 9:00-4:00 

Phone: 540.722.4035 
Email: ccc.admin@crossroadswinchester.com 

 

Online Giving 

You are able to give online by going to our church 
websitewww.crossroadswinchester.com and clicking 
on the online giving logo at top of the home page. This 
will take you to the log in page which is a convenient 
way for you to give.   
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