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A Note From Pastor Bobby 

 

Welcome Home 

This year’s Apple Blossom theme is “Coming Home.”   While I imagine families do return home to gather and celebrate the festivities, 
they may or may not find home in the same condition as when they left.  While a house can remain the same, the elements of a home 
can change and often do.  If you have ever gone away to college or a job assignment you might have experienced “home 
sickness.”  Often it’s something we miss and don’t have available to us that causes us to look forward to coming home.  

Good Housekeeping made a list that included the following characteristic of a home: 

 1.  The people – and other creatures – you share it with. 

 2.  All the noise or lack thereof. 

 3.  The routines you create (certain things happen on certain days). 

 4.  The smells (every family has their own), including what’s coming from the kitchen! 

 5.  The dings, scratches, and marks that tell a story.  

 6.  The never-ending to-do-list. 

 7.  The constant mess that needs cleaning. 

 8.  The comfy corners that close you in and away from the world. 

 9.  Collections you have brought back from your travels or hobbies. 

 10. Family furniture and heirlooms that don’t match anything else in the room or house, but you would never part with them. 

 11. Comfortable clothes that you would never wear out in the real world (that one is debatable today).  

 12. Finally, home is where memories are made and rehearsed! 

 --- Are you home or missing home? 

 Some years ago I discovered a reality that I call “homesickness in reverse!”  The official name of the condition is called “solastalgia.”  It 
was coined by Glenn Albrecht a trained social scientist who studied the effects on people in which their home environment radically 
changed and never returned to its previous condition (for example, long term drought). The pervasive emotion was sadness!   The 
people never moved but the conditions of their surroundings were so different from what they were used to that they no longer felt like 
they knew the place.  Nobody moved, but home itself had vanished!  

The word itself “solastalgia” is a fusion of two Latin words- one meaning comfort, and the other meaning pain.  It’s the emotional pain of 
not having the comforts of home available anymore.  For example, you might live in an isolated home on fifty acres and then sell to a 
developer.  Suddenly, the acreage is filled with homes, people, pools, streets, and curbs.  You still live in the same house but 
everything around you has changed. You become homesick for what used to be, but can’t change your home to the way things were 
before. 

I observed this last fall when three churches closed in the Winchester area.  People coming to check out Crossroads were experiencing 
“solastalgia.”  They never dreamed, planned, or expected their home church to change, but it did.  And while many maintained a 
positive faith attitude, I could also detect some sadness and pain coming through at times.  Finding a new church home is not an easy 
matter, but it certainly is important that you seek until you find! 

This coming Sunday, I plan to explore what it means to Find Home!  Jesus says in Revelation 3:20, “Here I am! I stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.”  Invite a friend and discover 
what it means to FIND HOME. 



 
 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

Alice D. - Pray for my daughter Renee' to rededicate her life to the Lord. . 
 
Denise L. - Pray for healing and wisdom as the Doctors continue to search for the 
problems with Madie's Esophagus. 
 
Joyce D. - Pray for new move to Arizona and God's intervention and direction for Bobby's 
(18 yrs) life. 
 
Pat A. - Please continue to pray for my sister, Betty, she has cancer. 
 
Seng Y. - Pray for approval of medicaid funding to pay for nursing costs of Sherry's mom, 
Eileen. Also Pray for a friend who has already raised 3 sons to adulthood, but is now 
raising 3 grandchildren with special needs due to a failed marriage with one of her sons.  
 
Simona C. - Pray for Kyle he is being seriously oppressed and plagued by demonic spirits 
to the point that his health is at risk. Pray for deliverance and a relationship with Christ. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Don't Forget to Put the Following Dates on Your Calendar 

May 4th - Apple Blossom Prayer Walk 8:00 am 

May 13 - Mother’s Day - Guest Speaker Greg Smalley  

May 26 - Mighty Men Breakfast 7:30-9:00 

April 28 - Seasoned Saints Dinner 4:00 pm 

June 25-29 - Game On; Backyard Bible Clubs 

 

 Online Giving 

You are able to give online by going to our church 

websitewww.crossroadswinchester.com and clicking on the 

online giving logo at top of the home page. This will take you to 

the log in page which is a convenient way for you to give.   

 

http://www.crossroadswinchester.com/

