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A Note From Chris O. 
 

What Does it Look Like When God Exceeds Your Expectations? 

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 
work within us.” (Ephesian 3:20 NIV) 

I have always thought that I had a pretty active imagination; however, as a father of three boys ages 11-14, I 
have witnessed their creativity take even my imagination up a couple of notches especially when they really 
want something. Sometimes it is all I can do not to laugh as they attempt to convince my wife and I that we 
should let them buy or do something. 

In the book of Ephesians, Paul tells the struggling believers in Ephesus that God is capable of doing more in 
and through us than we can ever ask or even imagine! Notice that this is not just a little more but immeasurably 
or abundantly more. The word in the Greek carries with it the idea of excess, above and beyond, over the top, 
or one could even say mind blowing! 

I like the way the Message translation reads: 

“God can do anything, you know - far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest 
dreams! He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us.” 
(Ephesian 3:20 The Message) 

When I read this verse, I am prompted to pause and reflect on the validity of this statement and I smile 
because I can confidently bear testimony that this verse is 100% true. I have seen it happen on more than one 
occasion in my journey of following Jesus. 

I have to admit, God’s way of exceeding my expectations is not always in alignment with the way I think He 
should. In other words, God is much better at thinking outside of the box of my active imagination than I am. I 
have been guilty of lying awake at night and “imagining” how God was going to get me through a particularly 
difficult situation. I would try to work out in intricate detail how I would come out on top and those that had 
stood in my path would be left in the wake of my sudden rise to victory. 

Seldom do things happen the way I imagine them because God is at work exceeding my expectations. He 
works things out in such a way that everyone is amazed as they see God receiving the glory. Let me share just 
one example with you. 

After three very trying years as missionaries in East Africa, things were beginning to look up. We had key 
people identified and in place and were feeling really good about the direction things were going.  Then we 
received an email that funds were drying up and the sending church could no longer guarantee support for us 
or the Bible College. Their advice was that we should consider shutting down the college for a season until 
things were more financially stable. 

Closing the Bible College, for any length of time, was not a viable option for us. Instead, as a couple, we 
decided to stand in faith and trust God to do “immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us.” We started a new Bible College term with three days of fasting and prayer 
asking the teachers, students, and staff to believe with us that God would provide everything we needed for the 
next 12 weeks. 



That term, we witnessed God do amazing things. Students started bringing in sugar, beans, maize and other 
crops from their family’s gardens to partner in the ministry with us until one day, God really blew our minds. A 
pastor that had graduated two years earlier (during our particularly trying season) gave me a call and asked if I 
would come see him. When I arrived, he had calculated how much maize it would take to feed all of our 
students for the term, then proceeded to load over 400 pounds of maize into the back of my land cruiser! 

While they were loading my car with sack after sack of maize, the pastor pulled me aside to explain how God 
had blessed him with an amazing crop that year and impressed on him to sow into the school that helped him 
when he was in a “dark place.”  As my mind was already being blown, he handed me an envelope with gas 
money saying he wanted to make sure that the gift didn’t cost me anything! 

Exceedingly, abundantly, above and beyond, far more than I could ever ask or imagine! That is what it looks 
like when God exceeds my expectations! What about you? Have you experienced God exceed your 
expectations? If you have, I challenge you to encourage someone with your own story this week. 

Plan to join us Sunday, and invite a friend, to have their expectations exceeded as we explore this idea some 
more. 

 
 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

Jim M. - Pray for Marvin he is struggling mental health issues. Pray that he 
surrenders his will to God's will for his life. 

Pat A. - Please continue to pray for my sister, Betty, she has cancer. 

Seng Y. - Pray for wisdom, direction, and guidance about more involvement in 
church ministry activities. 

Simona C. - Pray for Kyle he is being seriously oppressed and plagued by 
demonic spirits to the point that his health is at risk. Pray for deliverance and a 
relationship with Christ. 

Somnia H. - Pray for my husband that is going through rehab. 

Violet F. - Pray for my sister, Barbara, she has breast cancer. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Don't Forget to Put the Following Dates on Your Calendar 
 
April 22 - Seasoned Saints Shared Lunch Immediately following service 

April 28 - Mighty Men's Breakfast 7:30-9:00 

April 29 - Guest Speaker Larry Kreider  

April 29 - Sisters in Arms Book Club 12:15 

 

 

 

Just to keep our members informed, our church office hours 

are Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:00-4:00 pm. The 

church is not opened on Mondays and Fridays. Emails and 

voicemail calls will be answered during office hours. If you plan 

to come to the church, please call the office, 540-722-4035, to 

ensure someone is here throughout the business hours. 

Online Giving 

You are able to give online by going to our church 

websitewww.crossroadswinchester.com and clicking on the 

online giving logo at top of the home page. This will take you to 

the log in page which is a convenient way for you to give.   

 

http://www.crossroadswinchester.com/

