Winter Newsletter
"UNSCRIPTED"

In his book, In a Pit with a Lion on a Snowy Day, Mark Batterson writes about the joy that comes through unexpected things--a
lesson he learned while on vacation with his family in Orlando, Florida:
“One morning we were sitting at a stoplight in our rental van. The light turned green, and the car in front of us didn’t go, so I
decided to give them a little “love tap” on the horn. But when I hit the horn, it got jammed, and I couldn’t turn it off. The poor
people in front of us! They must have thought I was a raging lunatic!
I quickly pulled into a gas station while everybody stared at us. We were mortified, but fortunately the horn stopped honking
when I turned the van off. So I started the van back up, and we got onto the highway. About two miles down the road, the horn
started honking again without me even touching it. So we were driving down the highway at seventy miles per hour blaring our
horn at everybody and their brother. I’m not sure what people were thinking, but it felt like we were screaming at people. Get out
of my lane, sucker! This road belongs to us!
I honestly didn’t know what to do. Malfunctioning horns weren’t covered in my driver’s ed class. So I did what I do whenever
anything is broken: I hit it. I just kept pounding the horn, and it would actually stop honking for a few seconds. Then it would
sporadically start honking again.
That fifteen-minute ride would rank as one of the most chaotic driving experiences of my adult life. But you know what? We’re
still laughing about it…. In fact, I don’t think my kids will ever forget the now infamous “honking horn” incident.
Most of our trip was preplanned. We planned on swimming. We planned on catching lizards. We planned on visiting the Magic
Kingdom. And all of these planned activities were a blast. But the highlight of the trip was totally unplanned. You can’t plan a
horn malfunction. But that horn malfunction caused as much laughter as the rest of the trip combined.”
This story reminds us that some of the best things in life are totally unplanned and unscripted. Many of the greatest dramatic
plays and motion pictures have the highest levels of uncertainty in the plots. In the same way, high levels of uncertainty often
make for exciting lives.
When we embrace relational uncertainty, we call it romance. When we embrace
vocational uncertainty, we call it destiny. When we embrace spiritual uncertainty,
we call it mystery. Faith is accepting the unknowns of life and then being willing
to identify a divine appointment when we see one. Graciously accepting the
unpredictable will of God for our future will allow to us enter courageously into what
will be an exciting journey and adventure.

Tim Steffen, Senior Pastor
tsteffen@marthabowman.org

YOUTH NEWS & LOCAL MISSION EVENTS
YOUTH NEWS
MERGE
6th - 12th graders, join us for a combined worship service on Sunday,
December 3rd from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room!
Youth Christmas Party
Our annual Christmas party will be Sunday, December 10th from 6:00
- 7:30 p.m. in the upper parking lot (weather permitting) for 6th - 12th
graders. Bring a wrapped, goofy gift for the Goofy Gift Exchange ($5 max).

Confirmation Class

Winter Retreat 2018
Winter Retreat is a great weekend away from your daily routine. Our theme this year is "Undignified", which
comes from 2 Samuel 6, where King David explains that nothing is greater than being in the presence of the Lord!
This event will be January 12th - 14th in Covington, Georgia and is open to 6th - 12th graders. The cost is only
$99 if you are registered on or before December 10th (a $39 non-refundable deposit locks in the early registration
price). The cost is $139 if you register after December 10th. For details, check out the Winter Retreat tab under the
Youth page at www.marthabowman.org/youth/winter-retreat.
MISSION EVENTS
Feed the Need Results
Total amount collected in November: 59 boxes with 5,460 food items and over $1,250 from Food Truck
vendors! Thank you to everyone who participated!
Neighborhood Community Project
We need your help! For the ninth year in a row, Martha Bowman is partnering with a Macon neighborhood in
need. With your help, we will be reaching out to over 100 kids helping them and their families have a special
Christmas. Here is how you can help:
• Gently used gifts for kids from birth – 5th grade
• Donations to purchase $5 gift cards to Walmart for all middle school – high school teens
• Gently used gifts for the mother's table (candles, jewelry, home décor, etc.)
• Large gift bags/tissue paper
• Volunteers to help sort gifts beginning Monday, December 11th
• Volunteers on Thursday, December 21st, from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
• Any Spanish speakers who would be available to help translate on Thursday, December 21st
Please contact Elizabeth Hammock with questions. ehammock@marthabowman.org or 477-1901.
Clothes Needed for Paula's Closet

Paula's Closet, the Macon Outreach clothing ministry, needs men's and women's practical clothing and shoes. Other needs
include: coats, blankets, hats, and gloves. Donations may be dropped off at the following locations:
Paula's Closet (808 Walnut St.) on Tuesdays from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Good News Sunday School class (basement of
Martha Bowman) on Sunday mornings, Macon Outreach (267 First St.) weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thank you for your support!

Thermal Mugs Needed for Homeless Christmas Party

The Mentor’s Project is celebrating the Christmas Season for the 21st year with a Christmas Party for our homeless friends.
You are invited to bring thermal mugs to go in 250 gift bags by Sunday, December 10th. The party is Wednesday, December
13th at 5:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church. Everyone is welcome to attend!

MMO Art Show & Merry Martha Christmas
MMO ART SHOW
Martha Bowman’s Mother’s Morning Out and Preschool had a wonderful art show in November! We had work from
over sixty little artists on display. The artists ranged in age from six months to five years old. The children, parents, and
grandparents enjoyed a yummy breakfast as they admired the art work!

MERRY MARTHA CHRISTMAS
Christmas is
. Stressful, joyful, exciting, difficult, chaotic? Whatever word completes this
sentence for you this year, know that you aren’t alone. God is near and we want to celebrate the birth of our Savior
with you at our Merry Martha Christmas! We hope you will come and enjoy family activities together inside of our
Family Entrance in the Family Connection Corner the first four Sundays in December. Activity times will be from
9:30 – 10:00 a.m. and 10:30 – 11:00 a.m.
December 3rd | Advent Wreaths
December 19th | Pinecone Birdfeeders
December 17th | Elf Trail Mix Bar
December 24th | Hot Chocolate

UPCOMING EVENTS, FINANCES & PRAYER LIST
Prayer List

UPCOMING EVENTS
Church Council Meeting
Monday, December 4th at 6:00 PM in Room L16.
Christmas Cantata
Sunday, December 10th, 8:30 and 11:00 AM, Traditional Services.
"Christmas Carol Celebration" by Benjamin Harlan and Ragan Courtney presented
by the Chancel Choir
Christmas Eve | Sunday, December 24th
No 8:30 AM Worship Service.
No Sunday School (includes no Youth, iKids or Preschool/Nursery
during the Sunday School Hour).
Combined 11:00 AM Worship Service in the Historic Sanctuary.
4:00 PM Candlelight Communion in The Commons.
6:00 PM Candlelight Communion in the Historic Sanctuary.
(During services nursery available, activity kits available for children 1st grade & up)
New Year's Eve | Sunday, December 31st
No 8:30 AM Worship Service.
No Sunday School (includes no Youth, iKids or Preschool/Nursery
during the Sunday School Hour).
11:00 AM Worship Service in the Historic Sanctuary.
11:00 AM Worship Service in The Commons.
iKids and Preschool/Nursery as usual at 11:00 AM
(During services nursery available, activity kits available for children 1st grade & up)
Church Office Hours
The Church Office will be closed Thursday, December 21st, through Monday,
December 25th and Thursday, December 28th, through Monday, January 1st.
New Mid-week Class: This We Believe
Join us as we explore FAQ about Adult Baptism, Confirmation and Membership in
the United Methodist Church. Wednesday, January 10th, 17th, and 24th at 6:15PM
in Room 210.
Age-Level Programming 2018
Age-level programming will resume Wednesday, January 10th.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
As of 11/27/2017

Sources of Funds

$1,000,800

Uses of Funds

($1,056,300)

Sources Over (Under) Uses

($55,500)

Revisioning Finishing Strong
Received to date

$114,684

Current Revisioning Finishing Strong bank balance

$20,375

Revisioning LOC balance

$0

CIRCLE OF CONCERN
Tossy Alston, Ann Barron, Peg
Buck, Liz Deeb, Caleb Fortuna,
Barbara Freels, George Gardiner,
Carolyn Gibbs, Ed Gibbs, Phyllis
Heald, Freeman Henderson, Bobby
Hicks, Diane Hoggle, Paula Josey,
Cay Kite, Larry McCann, Lydia
Moss, Barbara Nolen, Charles
Pecor, Mary Lou Poplin, Harry
(Bubba) Rankin, John Terry, Art
Tyde, Dottie Vaughn, Ed Vaughn,
Becky Wells, Dot Williams, Ron
Williams, John Woodford, Tami
Youman.
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
Rhonda Moody and family upon
the death of her husband, Joe
“Moon” Moody.
Mark Magoni and family upon the
death of his father, Chuck Magoni.
Brenda Higgison and family upon
the death of her mother, Glenice
Terry.
EXTENDED FAMILY
Connelly Bonner (April Foster's
niece), Chandler Booth (Rachel
Britt’s sister’s nephew), Jack
Creamer (Judy Martin’s friend’s
husband), Kim Farmer (Mary
Frances Boone’s friend), Kimberly
Faulkner (Mary Frances Boone’s
friend), Bob Grossi (Jo Ann
McCall’s brother-in-law), Valerie
Hasty (Shauna Davis’s sister),
Dwayne Huitt (Gail Terry’s friend),
Nan Freeman (friend of many),
Audrey McCall (Steve McCall’s
mother), Ann NeSmith (Nancy
Sasser’s mother), John Newsom
(Stephanie Dodson’s brother),
Michael Zinsmeister (Charles
Kellum's friend).
ACTIVE MILITARY
Tucker Alexander, Christopher
Alston, Joshua Bynum, Jason
Childers, Caleb Cobb, Stan
Fossett, Matthew Fossette, Richard
Goodale, Gavin Hardwick, Jeff
James, Evan Mines, Jake Newberry,
Jacoby Riley, Chymadia Rouse,
Jonathan Shealy, Ronnie Simons,
Frank Wood, Joel Woods.
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