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"DEPARTURES AND ARRIVALS"
Weeks ago, I took air transportation to Texas to visit my oldest son. Having parked, I was shuttled to an important 
threshold at the Atlanta Airport: Departures and Arrivals. A�er navigating security and riding the train to the terminal 
(“terminal” — strange word to be used in an airport), I boarded the airplane at the concourse. Finally, I was on my way 
to the Lone Star State. �rough that experience, I re�ected how Martha Bowman Church stands at Departures and 
Arrivals.

Departure: Last fall, Delia and I sensed God moving us in a new direction. Re�ective on thirty wonderful years of 
pastoral ministry in the South Georgia Conference, the Lord repeatedly con�rmed a call to serve a congregation, but 
this time it would require us to relocate, to provide care for extended family. During a season of searching, prayer, 
multiple conversations, and a very long period of waiting, God’s answer became clear.  

Sunday, June 3rd, together we conclude two cherished seasons of ministry at Martha Bowman Church (1988-91, 2013-
18). At the altar, you allowed me to baptize my oldest son. �e second time around, you provided a youth ministry 
that guided my youngest son to graduate from high school. In all the wonderful churches the Ste�ens have served, we 
received a “double blessing” in coming twice to Martha Bowman!  

Late this spring, Bishop Fairly of the Kentucky Conference announced that I will be appointed to Christ Church in 
Lexington. �e church is in the same zip code where I lived the �rst twenty-two years of my life. But more importantly, it 
is less than twenty miles from my elderly father. �e new congregation is on the move, literally. �ey currently worship 
in a thriving commercial center with hopes of locating to a new structure in the coming years. But more than building 
something new, they are looking forward to God doing a new thing through them. June 5th, our rental truck departs 
from Middle Georgia as we discover the adventures God has for us in ministry in the Bluegrass State.

Arrival: At the end of April, our own Bishop Lawson Bryan and Dr. Rick Lanford announced the appointment of your 
new Senior Pastor, Rev. Mark Magoni. Pastor Mark is no stranger to us. He is family! Just as we have come to love our 
Associate Pastor, Fran Magoni, you will �nd him to be a wonderful servant of Jesus Christ. His pedigree speaks for 
itself. He is a graduate of the University of Georgia (“Go Dawgs!”) and Asbury �eological Seminary. Much of his early 
ministry focused on youth and college. He served as the Associate Pastor at St. Paul (Columbus) and Senior Pastor of 
Midland UMC (Columbus) and Wesley (Macon). During the last three years, he has become beloved by the children and 
youth at the Methodist Home. As Mark’s �rst Sunday on June 17th draws near, you can rest assured this congregation 
is in great hands. He will o�er strong leadership with the gi�ed sta� and our 
lay leadership, guiding this congregation to new levels of fruitfulness for the 
Kingdom of God. I look forward to the unfolding of the great things God has 
for Martha Bowman!

"No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has 
prepared for those who love him."  II Corinthians 2:9
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A LETTER FROM OUR STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE

WINDS OF CHANGE
By now you know that the winds of change are once again blowing throughout the halls of Martha Bowman. With 
each gust comes the realization that change is the one constant in our journey from life to eternal life. �is time, the 
winds signal a change in pastoral leadership as God repositions Tim and Delia Ste�en to serve in Lexington, KY.  
What a blessing they have been to all of us and what an honor it has been to grow as a disciple under his leadership.  
We are thankful to God for sending the Ste�ens to us for the second time.  I ask that you join me in praying for God 
to shower his richest blessings on him and his family.

As we look to the future, it is wise to re�ect on how our church has survived the winds of change since 1901. What is 
the foundation of this longevity?  Some believe that Martha Bowman’s longevity is the result of exceptional leadership, 
committed worshippers and superior planning. Others attribute it to faithful giving, Spirit-�lled preaching and 
inspired singing.  Still others simply credit it to good luck. While these are all welcome traits in any church, they are 
not the true source of our longevity or our strength. No, the true source is God’s unmerited favor (GRACE) and his 
unlimited forgiveness (MERCY).  �at’s why we need not be concerned.  Just as God has chosen to move Tim Ste�en, 
rest assured, that he has already selected the right leader for us to continue to carry out His will in Mark Magoni.

Our challenge is to be ready to do our part. As a church family, we must welcome change with open arms and 
embrace God’s chosen leader.  �at’s what our predecessors did, or Martha Bowman would have perished by now.  
Clearly, we are not sitting on the same pews, singing the same songs, listening to the same preacher or using the 
same technology that they did. We must be ready and willing to “do a new thing” as we continue our journey with 
the Lord.  In the midst of change, isn’t it good to know that we can count on God to be the same yesterday, today and 
forever.  He promised to never leave us or forsake us.  So, despite the impending departure of Tim Ste�en, we know 
that God is with us under the leadership of Mark Magoni. Our future is bright!

Tim’s last Sunday with us is June 3, 2018. We will honor Delia and Tim at a church-wide reception on that day. On 
June 17, 2018, we will welcome Mark and Fran Magoni with another church-wide reception. Both receptions will 
be held in the Gathering Area outside the Commons from 9:45 a.m. till 10:30 a.m. Mark your calendar for these 
important celebrations in our church family.

Grace and Peace to all,

Ann E. Loyd, Chair
Sta� Parish Relations Committee 

SUMMER MESSAGE SERIES
Summer of Love 2018 at Martha Bowman
In a world that o�en feels fractured and divided, we need 
God’s love more than ever. �is summer, join us for a seven-
part series called “�e Summer of Love” as we answer 
questions such as: “What did Jesus love?”, “How did Jesus 
love?”, and “How are we to live a life of love?” Series begins 
June 17th.

SUMM ER
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FROM MARK MAGONI

BLESS THE LORD
What a joy and honor it is to respond to God’s call to serve Martha Bowman UMC as your new Senior Pastor beginning 
on June 14th. Martha Bowman has had such a wonderful history of faithful service to the Lord. I look forward to 
learning more about the church and getting to know you as we follow the Lord together. I am grateful to Tim Ste�en 
for his leadership and for his friendship. We will truly miss him and his family as he moves to Kentucky.  

�ere are so many things that excite me as I think about being at Martha Bowman! First, I am thrilled to be able to 
be in ministry with my wife, Fran. We �rst met in a ministry setting and I believe the Lord has created us to serve 
together as a ministry team.  Second, as I am getting to know the sta�, it is obvious that the church is blessed with a 
dedicated and talented sta�.  I am looking forward to working with them. �ird, we have strong lay leadership and it 
is encouraging to see their spiritual depth, love for the Lord, and their passion for His kingdom. In addition to that, 
during these past two years, I have loved meeting and enjoyed being with many of you. �ese opportunities have come 
through events and activities such as, but not limited to, going out to eat, attending senior adult retreats, attending 
church in both the Traditional and Contemporary services, attending Sunday School, Christmas parties, playing golf, 
and enjoying great food and driving the golf carts during Food Truck Fest. I am really excited about getting to know 
all of you better and the joy we will experience as we serve the Lord together.  

As I join with you in ministry, I am grateful to know that we have outstanding music at both services; that we have 
a praying church; that we do and have done children’s and youth ministry well; that we have a pre-school; that we 
are mission-minded and service-oriented; that we do missions, locally, nationally, and internationally. I am looking 
forward to going on the mission trip to Alaska in July.

Martha Bowman, thank you for being you! We serve an awesome God! 
In response to all of God’s goodness and blessings, David proclaims these words in Psalm 103: 1-5

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of 
His bene�ts; who pardons all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases; who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns 
you with lovingkindness and compassion; who satis�es your years with good things, so that your youth is renewed like the 
eagle.  

Please know that as I begin this new season of ministry with you, it is with a grateful heart and with great anticipation 
of God’s goodness and blessings being extended to us. As we experience His goodness and His blessing may we forget 
none of His bene�ts and bless His holy name together!

From le� to right: Mark, Fran, & Katie Magoni, Elizabeth & Nathan Terrell, Mary, Peter, & Claire Yoder. Mary, Claire, and Mark



AGE-LEVEL MINISTRIES

YOUTH

Senior Blessing

MOTHER'S MORNING OUT
We had fun celebrating our 4K class as they graduated from MMO. We will miss them as they head to kindergarten 
in the fall!

MMO Fall Registration
Enrollment for MMO is now open! Visit marthabowman.org/preschoolnursery/mmo for enrollment forms and 
information or contact April at afoster@marthbowman.org.

IKIDS
Our 4th and 5th graders and iKids leaders traveled to 45th Ave. Camp in Travelers Rest, North Carolina, May 29th 
- June 1st.

Senior Blessing
�is past May, Martha Bowman Youth Ministry celebrated graduating 
seniors and their families with an annual Senior Blessing Ceremony. At 
this ceremony, seniors re�ected on their time as youth through videos 
over the years, prayers with their parents, and fellowship with one 
another. At the end of the ceremony, seniors and their parents wrote 
down worries and wishes for the upcoming season in their life and li�ed 
them up to Jesus by releasing balloons! 

Congratulations, Seniors: Mallory Adams, Rett Elliott, Caleb Foster, 
Lauren Gowan, Ansley Gri�n, Sarah Harvin, Maddie Jackson, Sean 
Jordan, Sara Junod, Jasmine Lim, Sarah Grace May�eld, Adam Mullis, 
Hunter Nelson, Max Slaughter, Benjamin �igpen, Eliza �igpen, 
Derian Wilson.



MISSIONS

MISSIONS AT MARTHA UPDATES
John 3:30 says, “He must become greater. I must become less”.  �ere is no word as true as that in this world. God 
must become greater in our lives, in our attitudes, in our agendas, in our schedule, in our �nances, and in the way 
we love others. It is our goal to make that verse come to life at Martha Bowman. �rough our ministries, through 
our worship, and through our love and service to others.

• �irty people participated in Martha Serves on May 12th! We had �ve di�erent ministry partners that morning 
and were able to connect together as a church while we did our best to love on our community.

• Martha Bowman is excited to have two mission trips on the books this summer!  Our �rst is a youth trip to 
Tijuana, Mexico with seventeen youth and six adults to continue our incredible partnership with Spectrum 
Ministries. Our second is to Anchorage, Alaska with thirteen adults.  While this is a new mission experience 
for Martha Bowman, we are excited to partner with Greater Friendship Baptist Church and their ministry to 
the community of Anchorage. 

• Jordan Ste�en (Tim and Delia’s son) is moving forward in his call towards missions! Jordan 
will be joining the Word Gospel Mission team in August for a one year commitment in 
Honduras.  We are excited to see where God will continue to lead and direct Jordan as he 
follows God’s call on his life! If you would like to hear more about Jordan’s year ahead and 
ways you can support him, feel free to contact him at jste�en@marthabowman.org.

�e Missions Team at Martha Bowman would like to hear from you! 
If you have any organizations or community mission needs that you would like to put before our church, please 
contact Elizabeth Hammock at ehammock@marthabowman.org.

Martha Serves



FELLOWSHIP

ROMEOS HOST FISHING OUTING FOR MBC CUB SCOUT PACK 21
Martha Bowman’s Cub Scout Pack and the ROMEOs had a fun day of �shing, grilling out and worshipping together at 
Bill and Nancy Bethune’s home on Saturday, May 5th. Richard Davies led the group in a devotion about God’s creation; 
explaining how God has created all things for our enjoyment and how it is our responsibility to care for God’s creation. 
Every Cub Scout present caught at least one �sh, and three kids caught their �rst �sh ever! �e ROMEOs made sure all 
�rst-timers had a partner to teach them how to �sh. Bill Bethune said, “just seeing the excitement of kids experiencing 
the outdoors,” was his biggest highlight of the day. 

SAINTLY STITCHERS
Did you know? Our Martha Bowman “Saintly Stitchers” have been creating hand-quilted quilts for 20+ years. Over 
40 children at the Methodist Children’s Home have received one of these special quilts to call their own, stitched with   
love and prayers from our church family.   



PRAYER MINISTRY & ADVENTURERS

PRAYER AT MARTHA BOWMAN UMC
MBUMC is a church that believes in the power of prayer! We know that the Lord hears us when we pray and that He 
moves in response to prayer. Each week our church has a variety of prayer options that are available to you.  

During each of our Sunday morning worship services we have a team of prayer volunteers praying for all who come 
to church. �ey are praying for everyone on Sunday mornings to grow in Christ.  

We also o�er several avenues for you to request prayer for yourself or others. In our traditional worship services, 
you may �ll out one of the prayer cards found in the pew holders and put this card in the o�ering plate. In the 
contemporary worship service, you may write your prayer request on the Communication Card you receive with 
your bulletin and drop this request the o�ering basket. Another option is to place your prayer concern in one of the 
con�dential prayer boxes located in Damascus Hall and the Prayer Room. On any of these cards, you may indicate 
if this is to be a con�dential prayer request for “pastors only.” 

Another option is to call the church o�ce (478)477-1901 Monday – �ursday to make a prayer request. Let us know 
if your concern if for “pastors only”, if you would like for it to be published in our “Circle of Concern” found in our 
weekly bulletin, or if you would like for the request to go out electronically to our email prayer chain team. �e Email 
Prayer Chain is a team of 90+ volunteers who pray for concerns sent to them by email. 

As a church we are called to be a House of Prayer to all. We want to pray along with you during your time of need.  
May our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ �ll you with peace and joy as you trust in Him.

If you are interested in serving in any of these prayer ministries, please contact Jane Canady at (478)477-2155 or 
(478)952-2310.

ADVENTURERS TRAVEL TO ST. SIMONS
Sunshine, laughter, worship, friendships...these are just a few words to describe our time during our “Adventure to 
St. Simons” with the Martha Bowman Adventurers in April! It was awesome!



COMING UP, FINANCES & PRAYER LIST

SUNDAY SERVICES 8:30 & 11:00 A.M. Traditional Service//11:00 A.M. Contemporary Service
500 Bass Road Macon, GA 31210 | P: (478) 477-1901 F: (478) 471-6378 | www.marthabowman.org                   

                 @MarthaBowmanUMC                 @MarthaBowmanUMC

MARTHA BOWMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

As of 5/22/2018

Sources of Funds $434,500

Uses of Funds ($465,400)

Sources Over (Under) Uses ($30,900)

Cash on hand - operating $109,100
Revisioning Finishing Strong

 Total pledges $236,000

Pledges received to date $187,566

Cash on hand - Rev FS $30,386

Expenditures to date:

Loan and interest $94,310

Canopy $59,433

The Commons $3,437

Prayer List
CIRCLE OF CONCERN 
Tossy Alston, Ann Barron, 
Barbara Freels, George 
Gardiner, Carolyn Gibbs, Ed 
Gibbs, Bobby Hicks, Winnie 
Hinton, Diane Hoggle, Larry 
McCann, Lydia Moss, Chuck 
O’Neal, Charles Pecor, Mary 
Lou Poplin, Art Tyde, Dorothy 
Tyde, Dot Williams, Ron 
Williams, Tami Youman.

EXTENDED FAMILY 
Chandler Booth (Rachel 
Britt’s sister’s newphew), 
Nan Freeman (friend of 
many), Bob Grossi (Jo Ann 
McCall’s brother-in-law), 
Maurice Hancock (Patrice 
Hancock’s husband), Valerie 
Hasty (Shauna Davis’ sister), 
Danny Hinton (Winnie 
Hinton’s husband), Audrey 
McCall (Steve McCall’s 
mother), Daphne Mitchell 
(Sally Bennett’s daughter), 
Cal Morgan (Sally Morgan’s 
son), Eleanor Moye (Molly 
Mullis’ sister), Ann NeSmith 
(Nancy Sasser’s mother), John 
Newsom (Stephanie Dodson’s 
brother), Katie Sta�ord (Carol 
Collins’ cousin), Nichole 
Tucker (Dionne Dillard’s sister), 
Hunter Viets (Rachel Fortuna’s 
nephew), Cheryl Walker (Cay 
Kite’s sister).

ACTIVE MILITARY
Tucker Alexander, Christopher 
Alston, Joshua Bynum, Jason 
Childers, Caleb Cobb, Stan 
Fossett, Matthew Fossett, 
Richard Goodale, Corey 
Hardwick, Gavin Hardwick, 
Je� James, Evan Mines, Jacoby 
Riley, Chymadia Rouse, 
Jonathan Shealy, Ronnie 
Simons, Joel Woods.

COMING UP

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

FAM CAMP
VBS for everyone! Save the date! July 10th, 11th & 12th, 6:00 - 9:00 PM.

Indian Springs Holiness Camp
July 12th - 22nd in Flovilla, GA. To learn more, visit indianspringscampmeeting.org.

Father’s Day Candles
UMW Father’s Day Candles will be available to purchase on June 3rd and 10th. The 
candles will be lit on June 17th, in memory/honor of the special men in your life.

Wesley Glen Day
Fathers’ Day - Sunday, June 17th - is Wesley Glen Day in the South Georgia 

Conference UMC. You are invited to join us in showing your support for this 
important ministry by purchasing a Wesley Glen t-shirt and wearing it to church 
on June 17th! For more information about how you can partner with Wesley Glen, 

visit wesleyglenministries.com.

Message from Vanessa Battle
Dear Friends,Thank you so much for your support and donations--I am truly 

grateful. I am very blessed to attend a church where I am encouraged and loved 
like family to pursue dreams. Thank you for making my study abroad to Graz, 

Austria possible. Love, Vanessa Battle

Mission Trips
Tijuana: June 5th - 16th | Alaska: July 14th - 21st | Belize: October 7th - 13th

UMW Circle Meetings
Friendship Circle | June 12th and July 10th, 7:00 PM, at The Gables

 Joy Circle | June 25th and July 23rd, 10:00 AM, Room 213




