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"THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART"
One of my most enjoyable experiences so far this year has been our staff mission trip to Tijuana, Mexico.  What a joy 
it was to see each one of our talented staff members share God’s love in practical ways with adults and children in a 
variety of settings. Martha Bowman partners with Spectrum Ministries and for years our youth have gone to Tijuana. 
Ministry takes place each week in orphanages, neighborhoods, prisons, and the city dump. The weekly ministry in 
the neighborhoods blesses the families living there through practical outreach such as food and clothing distribution, 
hygiene for the kids (washing hair and feet), and hair cuts.  Upbeat Christian music is playing and before the end of 
the day, an inspiring and encouraging gospel message is delivered.  Spectrum is very intentional about connecting the 
individuals and the families they work with to local churches.  We want to have more of an impact in Tijuana, so in 
addition to our youth going this summer, we will also be sending a team of adults this fall.  Martha Bowman, thank you 
for caring for the least and the lost. Below are some pictures from our trip. 

As we enter into the month of March, we are also entering into the season of Lent. The first day of Lent is Ash Wednesday, 
March 6. We will have an Ash Wednesday service in our Historic Sanctuary beginning at 6:00 p.m. Lent lasts forty days 
(not including Sundays) and is the season of preparation for the celebration of Easter. The word Lent comes from the 
Anglo-Saxon word lencten, which means “spring,” the time of the lengthening of days. Traditionally, Lent is a time of 
reflection and self-examination, prayer and self-denial, a time to intentionally meditate on the life and death of Jesus.  
This year during Lent, I would like to invite you to set aside Wednesdays as a day to fast and to join me in the sanctuary 
each Wednesday evening at 6:15 for a time of prayer. Our Lenten sermon series is Wilderness.  We will hear from some 
of our members about their story from the wilderness, what that experience was like for them and how they experienced 
God’s grace during that season.
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MISSIONS

LOCAL MISSIONS
We are excited to be strengthening our connection with Backdoor Kitchen 
at Christ Church downtown. Backdoor Kitchen is a homeless feeding 
ministry that operates on Saturdays and Sundays. Martha Bowman is 
providing a serving team one weekend a month quarterly. 
 
A huge thanks to everyone who supported and helped with our 
Neighborhood Christmas Project! We partnered with Nueva Vida UMC 
and brought love, laughter and some Christmas cheer to this sweet 
community.  It was truly a joy to partner with another sister church and 
love our community well! 

STAFF MISSION TRIP TO TIJUANA, MEXICO
The staff of Martha Bowman had the joy of serving together with our missions partner of seventeen years, 
Spectrum Ministries in Tijuana, Mexico in early February. Our staff was so blessed to go and serve alongside 
this incredible ministry! We were able to share the love and hope of Jesus to the dear people of Tijuana. 



YOUTH MINISTRY & DATE NIGHT IN

YOUTH MINISTRY
The 6th-12th Grade winter retreat was an amazing weekend filled with laughter, fun, and most importantly Jesus.
We spent the weekend getting to know each other better, playing awesome group games, and learning that we 
are Surrounded by Jesus and witnesses of Jesus, using the verse Hebrews 12:1 as our platform. It was such a great 
weekend to get off campus and be Surrounded by Jesus in so many different ways.

MARRIED PEOPLE DATE NIGHT IN
Date Night In was a huge success! Great food, fellowship, and fun! Mark and Fran brought a great message about 
relationships. And the kids had a great time, too! 



COMING UP, FINANCES & PRAYER LIST
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MARTHA BOWMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

As of 12/31/2018

Operating:

Sources of Funds $1,282,857

Use of Funds ($1,211,572)

Sources Over (Under) Use $71,285

As of 2/26/2019

Operating:

Source of Funds $183,272

Use of Funds ($179,648)

Source Over (Under) Use $3,624

Prayer List
CIRCLE OF CONCERN 
Polly Amerson, Ann Barron, 
Joshua Bynum, Jeanne Campbell, 
Pepper Carstarphen, Shauna Davis, 
Caleb Fortuna, Patrice Hancock, 
Bobby Hicks, Winnie Hinton, 
Diane Hoggle, Cay Kite, Dreama 
Mines, Charles Pecor, Mary Lou 
Poplin, Jeff Surles, Butch Swinney, 
Lydia Sutherland, Art Tyde, 
Dorothy Tyde, Wes Ulrich, Richard 
Van Buren, Dot Williams, Ron 
Williams, Tami Youman.

EXTENDED FAMILY 
Oz Thoresen (David Blankenship’s 
sister), Chandler Booth (Rachel 
Britt’s sister’s nephew), Bob 
Chatfield (Charles Kellum’s 
childhood friend), John Critchfield 
(Susan Critchfield’s husband), 
Addison Ann Cunningham (Jane 
Canady's great-grand niece), 
Jessica Hession (Dionne Dillard’s 
daughter), Danny Hinton (Winnie 
Hinton’s husband), Eleanor Moye 
(Molly Mullis’ sister), James Newby 
(Lindsay Spinks’ grandfather), 
John Newsom (Stephanie Dodson’s 
brother), Nichole Tucker (Dionne 
Dillard’s sister), Hunter Viets 
(Rachel Fortuna’s nephew), 
Therese Hackett (Christina Orr’s 
sister-in-law).

ACTIVE MILITARY
Tucker Alexander, Christopher 
Alston, Michael Alston, Joshua 
Bynum, Jason Childers, Caleb 
Cobb, Matthew Fossett, Richard 
Goodale, Corey Hardwick, Gavin 
Hardwick, Jeff James, Sam Lisle, 
Evan Mines, Wesley Oliver, Jacoby 
Riley, Chymdia Rouse, Jonathan 
Shealy, Ronnie Simons, Frank 
Wood, Joel Woods.

SERVING IN THE 
MISSION FIELD
Jordan Steffen - Honduras.

COMING UP

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Ash Wednesday Service
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent and is a time when 

many Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period of fasting, repentance, 
moderation and spiritual discipline. You are invited to join us on March 6th at 

6:00 p.m. for our Ash Wednesday Service as we prepare our hearts for Lent. 
For more information about why we observe Ash Wednesday as United Methodists 

go to www.umc.org/what-we-believe/why-ashes-on-ash-wednesday.

Prayer
Beginning March 13th, The Historic Sanctuary will be open on Wednesday 

evenings from 6:15 - 7:00 p.m. for guided prayer.

Martha Serves
A day where we all come together and go out to serve our community.

Saturday, April 13th, 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. For more information, contact 
ehammock@marthabowman.org. Go to marthabowman.org/martha-serves 

to sign up! (Nursery available by reservation K5 and under).

Family Easter Calendar
• Palm Sunday, April 14th – Grab your Holy Week Family Easter Kit + Devotional.

•Wednesday, April 17th – Easter Egg Hunts: Glow-in-the-Dark Hunt for iKids, 
Nursery and Pre-K hunt on the playgrounds.

• Easter Sunday, April 21st – Family Easter Experience:  9:30 - 10:45 a.m. 
Professional Family Photo, Breakfast, Devotion, Kids worship, “Walk through 

Easter” Experience.


