Unit 17 • Session 2

Use Week of:

Unit 17 • Session 2

The Captives
Came Home
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Ezra 1–3
STORY POINT: God kept His
promise to bring His people home.
KEY PASSAGE:
Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God
speaks to us through Jesus.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

EXPERIENCE THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)

(10–15 MINUTES)

(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 84
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
God’s people had been living in Babylon for 70 years. Some of God’s
people had died in Babylon. Some of their children and grandchildren
were born in Babylon and grew up there. But Babylon was not their
home.
Before the people of Judah were exiled, God had spoken through the
prophet Jeremiah. These are the words of the Lord: “These nations will
serve the king of Babylon for seventy years” (Jer. 25:11). Then the Lord
said, “When seventy years for Babylon are complete, I will attend to you
and will confirm my promise concerning you to restore you to this place”
(Jer. 29:10). The time had come for God’s people to go back home.

2

Cyrus, the king of the Persian empire, had overthrown Babylon. Cyrus
took over the kingdom, including the lands of Israel and Judah. In the
following year, the Lord did something miraculous in Cyrus’s heart. He
prompted Cyrus to issue a decree: All the Jewish exiles are free to return
to their ancestral homes.
The exile was over! God’s people were free to return to their own land.
They were free to live as God’s special people. The first group of Judean
exiles returned home under the leadership of Zerubbabel (zuh RUHB uh
buhl). Zerubbabel was the grandson of King Jehoiachin, who had been
taken to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. (See 2 Kings 24:8-13.)
Ezra 2:64-65 says nearly 50,000 people traveled back to Judah. When
they got to Jerusalem, they began working to rebuild the temple that the
Chaldeans had destroyed. (See 2 Chron. 36:19.)
Explain to preschoolers that the temple was the place where God met
with His people. Jesus came to earth to rescue God’s people from sin.
When Jesus returns, He will restore the earth and will dwell with His
people forever.

Return to the Land
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Unit 1 • Session 1

The BIBLE Story
The Captives Came Home
Ezra 1–3
God’s people were in Babylon, far away from their homes and
land. But God had made a promise. God had said that the people
would have to stay in Babylon for 70 years, but then He would
bring His people back home. God always keeps His
promises.
After 70 years, God gave King Cyrus an
idea. Cyrus said, “Let God’s people go
back to their land. Let them rebuild
God’s temple in Jerusalem.”
This was good news! Before,
God’s people had to stay in
Babylon like prisoners. Now
they were free! They could
finally go home. So the people
got ready to go. King Cyrus
and the other people living
in Babylon gave them gifts
like gold, silver, and animals.
A man named Zerubbabel
(zuh RUHB uh buhl) led God’s
people back home. Some of the
people had never seen Jerusalem
because they had been born in
Babylon. When they got to Judah, each
family set up its house. Then the people met
together in Jerusalem to start rebuilding God’s
temple.
God had special laws for how to build the temple, and God’s
people were careful to obey them. The priests made the altar in the
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same place the old altar had been. Then they made offerings Bible
Storytelling Tips
and sacrifices to God.
The people started building. First, they needed money • Use the “Family
to buy supplies. God’s people gave money to the men in
Line of Jesus”
poster: Display the
charge of building the temple. They paid people to bring
“Family Line of Jesus”
big logs to Jerusalem. The workers made the foundation,
poster (005802967).
or the bottom, of the temple. The foundation was very
Point to Zerubbabel
when he is mentioned
important. A strong foundation makes a building strong.
in the Bible story.
The people were so happy that the foundation was
done! The priests put on special clothes. The people
• Walk and talk:
shouted and sang songs to God. “God is good! He is
Go on a walk in your
church and tell the
loving and always will be!” they said. What a happy day
Bible story. Walk a
for God’s people.
little way, then stop.
Not everyone was happy though. Some of the older
Read a paragraph
of the story. Walk
people remembered what the first temple had looked like
a little way more,
long ago, before it had been knocked down. The people
stop. Read the next
were sad, and they cried loudly. The sounds of people
paragraph. Continue
until the story is
shouting and crying was so loud that it could be heard far
complete—ending
away.
back in your room.

Christ Connection: Zerubbabel led God’s people home to fix
the temple. Jesus came to earth to save God’s people. One day
Jesus will come back. He will fix up a greater home for all of
God’s people, and we will live with Him forever.

Return to the Land
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INTRODUCE the Story
The Captives Came Home
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 1–3
STORY POINT: God kept His promise to bring His people home.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to
us through Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
• “Great Is Thy
Faithfulness” song
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related
to the Bible story
theme

Play a theme song in the background as you greet
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures.
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
• “Get the Captives
Home” activity page,
1 per child
• crayons or markers

Invite preschoolers to complete the maze to get God’s
people home.
SAY • God’s people were in Babylon, far away from their
homes and land. But God had made a promise.
God had said that the people would have to stay in
Babylon for 70 years, but then He would bring His
people back home. We will hear how God kept His
promise to His people in today’s Bible story. God
always keeps His promises.

Follow the road home
• painter’s tape

Use tape to mark a path around the room on the floor,
making sure that the path ends where it begins. Encourage
children to walk the path without falling off. Suggest they
walk forward, heel to toe, backward, hoping on one foot, in
pairs, or holding a toy. Repeat the activity as time allows.
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SAY

• Walking around the room did not take us very long,
but some of it, like walking backward, was hard to
do. In today’s Bible story, God brought His people
home to Judah from Babylon. They had to walk for a
long time, and they had to carry all that they owned.
It was not an easy trip, but they were happy to be
home. Listen to the Bible story to hear what they did
when they got home.

Count items into groups of 10
Lay plastic counters, large buttons, crayons, stones, or other • quantities of small
manipulatives in a bin on the table. Invite preschoolers to
items for counting
(crayons, large
count out 10 items and place the 10 items in a small bowl.
buttons, plastic
Encourage children to continue until they have 7 bowls
counters, stones)
with each containing 10 items. Help as needed.
• bin
• bowls, 7
SAY • Seven groups of 10 equals 70. Seventy items looks
like a lot, but can you imagine 70 years! God’s people
were in Babylon for 70 years. That’s a long time!
Finally the time had come for God’s people to go
home. We will hear about that in today’s Bible story.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them
• countdown video
(optional)
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.
Encourage children to pretend to count to 10 out loud
together as they walk to the Bible study area.

Return to the Land
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TEACH the Story
The Captives Came Home
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 1–3
STORY POINT: God kept His promise to bring His people home.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us
through Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Introduce the Bible story
• Bible
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

d

Place a bookmark at Ezra 1 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Our Bible story comes from the Book of Ezra. Like all
the stories in the Bible, this story is true. After being
gone for many, many years, God brought His people
home just like He promised to do.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline.
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Story Point Poster
• “The Captives
Came Home” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story
for young preschoolers.
SAY • God kept His promise to bring His people home.
God brought His people back from Babylon to
Jerusalem after 70 years of being away. Zerubbabel
led God’s people to begin fixing the temple when
they got back to their land in Jerusalem. One day
Jesus will come back to earth. He will fix up an even
greater home for all of God’s people, and we will live
with Him forever.
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Practice the key passage
Print the words or phrases of the key passage on index
cards. Put them in a small suitcase or backpack. Place the
key passage marker at Jeremiah 29:11. Invite a child to
open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage
aloud. Invite children to take turns drawing cards out of
the suitcase. Work together to put the key passage in order.
Point to each word as you read the verse aloud.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God has a plan
for His people. God planned all along to bring His
people home. We can have hope knowing that God
has a good plan for us too!
Sing the key passage song, “Jeremiah 29:11,” and the theme
song, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

• index cards
• marker
• small suitcase or
backpack
• Bible
• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jeremiah 29:11” song
• “Great Is Thy
Faithfulness” song

Learn the big picture question
SAY

• Our big picture question asks, How is Jesus the
perfect Prophet? God speaks to us through Jesus.
One day Jesus will come back. He will fix up a
greater home for all of God’s people, and we will live
with Him forever.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Missions moment
Hold up a Bible for preschoolers to see.
SAY • Some people do not have a Bible. Missionaries help
them read God’s Word in their language so they can
learn about God. Let’s learn about the Karen (kahREN) people. Missionary Adoniram Judson helped
the Karen people learn that the Bible is God’s Word.
Show the “Karen People of Myanmar” missions video.

• Bible
• “Karen People of
Myanmar” video

Pray and transition to experience the story

Return to the Land
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Captives Came Home
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 1–3
STORY POINT: God kept His promise to bring His people home.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us
through Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

d

d

Walk around the church building
• walking rope
(optional)
Tip: Follow your
church’s security
procedures for
leaving the
clasroom.

on
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Lead children on a walk around the bulding where your
church meets. Point out areas of interest. As you travel,
encourage children to hold hands and make sure that adult
leaders walk both in front of and behind the children. Use a
walking rope if available. Return to your classroom.
SAY • Our church gathers to worship God together in this
building. Before they were taken captive in Babylon,
God’s people worshiped Him in the temple. The
temple was destroyed when Babylon captured the
people of Judah. God kept His promise to bring
His people home, and Zerubbabel led God’s people
home to fix the temple. Jesus came to earth to save
God’s people. One day Jesus will come back. He will
fix up a greater home for all of God’s people, and we
will live with Him forever.

Pack a moving box
• small toys
• toy dishes
• books
• tissue paper
• small cardboard box
• masking tape
• marker

Encourage children to gather up small toys, toy dishes,
and books from around the classroom. Show them how to
carefully wrap toys individually in the tissue paper and place
them gently into the box. When they have wrapped all of
the items, show them how to seal the box with tape and
write the contents on the front of the box.
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SAY

• When people move to a new home, they have to
carefully pack all of their things in boxes. They wrap
them carefully to keep them safe to travel. God’s
people had been living in Babylon for 70 years. King
Cyrus allowed them to go back to their home in
Judah. They walked for a long time and had to carry
all of their belongings with them. God kept His
promise to bring His people home.

Make a suitcase
Print a copy of the “Suitcase” printable on heavyweight
paper for each child. Invite preschoolers to cut out the
pattern. Cut the patterns ahead of time for younger
preschoolers. Show children how to fold the pattern in
half to create a suitcase that opens. Guide children to open
their suitcase and draw items with crayons or markers that
they would pack if they were moving. Encourage them to
decorate the outside of their suitcases with stickers, crayons,
or markers.
SAY • If you had to move what would you pack in your
suitcase to take with you? God’s people had to move
everything they had in Babylon back to Judah. King
Cyrus also gave them gifts of gold, silver, and animals
to take with them. On the front of your suitcase it
says, God kept His promise to bring His people
home. Someday Jesus will come back. He will fix up
a greater home for all of God’s people, and we will
live with Him forever.

Make trail mix
Invite each child to select a trail mix ingredient. Help
them pour some of the ingredient into the large mixing

Return to the Land

• “Suitcase” printable,
1 per child
• blunt-tipped scissors
• heavyweight paper
• crayons
• markers
• stickers

• Allergy Alert
• large mixing bowl
• large spoon
• cups
• assorted trail mix
ingredients, such
as dry cereal, dried
fruit, fish-shaped
crackers, pretzels,
mini-marshmallows,
chocolate chips, or
sunflower seeds
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bowl. After each addition, lead the children to take turns
stirring the bowl with the spoon until it is mixed up. When
children have finished adding ingredients, scoop out a cup
of mix for each child. Set them aside for snack time.
SAY • Many people like to make trail mix as a snack for
when they travel. God promised to bring His
people back home, and He did. They traveled home
to Jerusalem and began to fix the temple. One day
Jesus will come back and will fix up a greater home
for all of God’s people, and we will live with Him
forever.

Pass the Bible

d
• Bible

Explain to preschoolers that when the Karen (kahREN) people hold a Bible, they treat it very carefully. As a
sign of respect, they always use two hands when giving or
receiving something.
Invite preschoolers to spread out around the room.
Explain that you will give the Bible to someone and that
person will then walk to a friend and give him or her the
Bible. Demonstrate how to give and receive the Bible using
two hands. Guide preschoolers to pass the Bible to a friend,
making sure that every preschooler has a turn.
SAY • Missionaries were the first people to give the Karen
people Bibles. Today, many of them can hear Bible
stories, like the one we heard about how God kept
His promise to bring His people home. Let’s all
be careful with our Bibles and be thankful for God’s
Word.
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities.
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray,
thanking God for the snack.
Serve the trail mix that was made earlier for snack. Talk
about how many people make trail mix to eat when they
go on a trip. God kept His promise to bring His people
home. They traveled from Babylon to their home in
Jerusalem so that they could rebuild the temple.
Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.
1. How long did God’s people live in Babylon? (70
years)
2. Who led the people back to their home in Jerusalem?
(Zerubbabel)
3. What did the people start building when they got
back to Judah? (the temple)
4. Why were some people sad and crying when the
temple’s foundation was done? (They remembered
what the first temple looked like.)
5. How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us
through Jesus.

Transition
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key
passage or theme song.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture
cards for families.

Return to the Land

• countdown video
(optional)
• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and
napkins
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• trail mix (optional)

• Bible Story Coloring
Page
• crayons
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• “Jeremiah 29:11” song
• “Great Is Thy
Faithfulness” song
• Big Picture Cards
for Families: Babies,
Toddlers, and
Preschoolers
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