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Unit 16 • Session 3
Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Bible Passage:
Daniel 6

Story Point: God saved Daniel from the lions.

Key Passage:
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18

Big Picture Question:
Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us.


Introduce the Story
(15–20 minutes)
page 34

Teach the Story
(10–15 minutes)
page 36

Experience the Story 
(20–25 minutes)
page 38

Leader Bible Study
The fifth chapter of Daniel ends with the death of King Belshazzar when the Persians took over Babylon and Darius was put on the throne. Babylon was on the decline—no longer the powerful, prosperous empire it once was. By this time Daniel was an old man, probably in his early 80s. He served the new king as one of the three leading supervisors in the kingdom.

Daniel was very good at his job—so good, in fact, that King Darius planned to put him in charge of the entire kingdom. The other supervisors and governors were jealous of Daniel. They watched for him to do something wrong so they could complain to the king. Read Daniel 6:4. Daniel was “trustworthy, and no negligence or corruption was found in him.”

Through the malevolent persuasion of the king’s leaders, King Darius passed a law that no one could pray to anyone but him, the king, for 30 days. But Daniel continued to pray boldly to God.

Guide preschoolers to imagine how Daniel might have felt. Was he worried about getting caught? Did he have nightmares about being eaten by lions? Even the king’s threat of death did not stop Daniel from praying. The jealous officials turned him in, and Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den.

As you teach preschoolers, emphasize that Daniel was faithful to God—the true King—and God rescued Him. God’s protection of Daniel served to show all the people that the God of Daniel “is the living God, and he endures forever; his kingdom will never be destroyed, and his dominion has no end” (Dan. 6:26).

God also calls us to trust and obey Him no matter what. God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue us from something much more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin and death. Pray that through your faith, and that of the preschoolers you lead, “may the name of God be praised forever and ever” (Dan. 2:20).


The BIBLE Story
Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6
Babylon had a new king. His name was Darius (duh RIGH uhs). King Darius picked Daniel to be one of his helpers. Daniel worked hard, and he was good at his job. The king liked Daniel. He decided to give Daniel a better job.
The other helpers were not happy that Daniel was going to get a better job. They watched Daniel very carefully. They wanted to catch him doing something wrong so they could tell on him. But Daniel did what was right.
The helpers knew Daniel loved God and obeyed Him. They knew Daniel prayed to God, so they made a mean plan to get Daniel in trouble.
The helpers went to the king. “King, we think you should make a law that says everyone can only pray to you for 30 days.” Of course, every law needs a punishment for breaking it, so the men said, “Anyone who breaks the law will be thrown into the lions’ den!”
King Darius made the law: people can only pray to the king. Daniel knew the new law meant he could not pray to God during that time. But Daniel went into his house and prayed to God three times every day, just like he had always done.
The men spied on Daniel and saw him praying to God. Then they hurried to the king. “Daniel broke the law! We saw him praying!” they said.
King Darius was sad. He did not want to put Daniel in the lions’ den, but that was the law. “I hope God saves you,” the king told Daniel. And Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den.
That night, the king could not sleep. He did not eat. He sat in his palace and thought about Daniel with the lions.
As soon as the sun came up the next morning, the king hurried to the lions’ den. He hoped Daniel was OK. “Daniel!” he called out. “Did God save you from the lions?”
“Yes!” said Daniel. “God sent an angel to shut the lions’ mouths! I am safe!”
King Darius was so happy. Daniel came out of the lions’ den. He wasn’t hurt. Daniel had trusted God to keep him safe. The king made a new law. The law said that everyone must respect God. God had saved Daniel and kept him safe from the lions.

Christ Connection: God saved Daniel from the lions. God is powerful! God sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from something Bible Storytelling Tips

Sit in a lions’ den: Print several copies of the “Lion” printable. Tape the photos to the backs of chairs. Then form a circle with the chairs. Invite preschoolers to sit in the “lions’ den” as you tell the Bible story.

Respond to key words: As you tell the Bible story, guide boys and girls to touch the tops of their head as if they are wearing a crown each time you say king. Fold hands together whenever prayer is mentioned. Roar like a lion when lions are mentioned. Each time Daniel is spoken, say, “Go, Daniel!”
more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin and death.


Introduce the Story
SESSION TITLE: Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Bible Passage: Daniel 6
Story Point: God saved Daniel from the lions.
Key Passage: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
Big Picture Question: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us.

“Wherever I Go” song
offering basket 
Allergy Alert
favorite toys related to the Bible story theme
Welcome time
 


Play a theme song in the background as you greet preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.
Activity page
 Invite preschoolers to circle the lion in each row that is different from the others. 
“Lions Everywhere” activity page, 1 per child
crayons or markers




Say • These lions do not look scary, but real lions are very dangerous. In today’s Bible story, Daniel had to make a choice. The choice that honored God meant he could have to go into a whole den of lions. Do you think Daniel chose to honor God? Listen to the Bible story to find out. 

Play “Follow the Law”
Make up some new “classroom laws” for preschoolers to follow. Call out commands and lead children to do what you say. Tell children to hop, touch an ear, turn around, or say, “God is powerful!” Allow preschoolers to take turns making new laws for the group to follow.
Say • Today we will hear about a law that King Darius made that Daniel could not follow. The law said that people could only pray to the king. Anyone who disobeyed the law would be thrown into a den of lions. Listen to our Bible story to hear what happened when Daniel obeyed God instead of the king’s law.



Set up a zoo
toy zoo animals
people figures
blocks
craft sticks
chenille stems
index cards
markers
tape
 



Place toy zoo animals, people figures, craft sticks, and chenille stems in an area with blocks. Guide preschoolers to build enclosures and set up people figures to be zookeepers or visitors to the zoo. Provide index cards and markers. Challenge an older preschooler to spell ZOO and make signs for the zoo’s entrance and exit. Talk about visits to the zoo and inquire about an animal’s diet and behavior.
Say • Many animals at the zoo can be very dangerous to people. Daniel knew that if he disobeyed the king’s new law and prayed to God, he could be thrown into the lions’ den. Daniel knew what could happen, but he kept on praying to the one true God anyway. Listen to the Bible story to find out what happened to Daniel in the lions’ den.
countdown video (optional)
Transition to teach the story
 

To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. Encourage boys and girls to roar like lions as they move to Bible study.


Teach the Story
SESSION TITLE: Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Bible Passage: Daniel 6
Story Point: God saved Daniel from the lions.
Key Passage: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
Big Picture Question: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us.

Bible 
bookmark
Giant Timeline
Introduce the Bible story
 

Place a bookmark at Daniel 6 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
Say • Today’s true story from the Bible is in Daniel. The Book of Daniel tells about what God did through an Israelite named Daniel and his friends when they lived in Babylon far away from their homeland.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 
Story Point Poster
“Daniel in the Lions’ Den” video (optional)
Bible Story Picture Poster
Watch or tell the Bible story
 

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.
Say • Daniel obeyed God and kept on praying, even when he knew he could be thrown into the lions’ den. God is powerful. God saved Daniel from the lions. God sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from something more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin and death.

Practice the key passage 
Bible
Key Passage Marker 
Key Passage Poster
“Pray Constantly” song
“Wherever I Go” song
 




Place the key passage marker at 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18. Invite a child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Invite preschoolers to say the key passage like lions.  
Say • Praying was very important to Daniel. He went to his house three times every day and prayed to God. God wants us to talk to Him all day long and thank Him for His goodness to us.
Sing the key passage song, “Pray Constantly,” and the theme song, “Wherever I Go.”
Big Picture Question Poster
Learn the big picture question
 
Say • Daniel trusted God. He kept on praying, even when he was thrown into the lions’ den. When we talk to God, He hears us. Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us. God is powerful. He saved Daniel from the lions, and He sent Jesus to rescue us from sin and death.
Missions moment
“The Brook Photo” printable
 

Display the picture of The Brook church.
Say • What sort of things do you learn at church? [Allow responses. Then point to the picture.] Missionaries Muche and Diamone Ukegbu (yoo-KAY-boo) started a church called The Brook in Miami, Florida. People in the church are learning that God can save them from sin. People from many different countries go to The Brook church. Let’s pray for the Ukegbus and the people of Miami. 
Pray and transition to experience the story



Experience the Story
SESSION TITLE: Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Bible Passage: Daniel 6
Story Point: God saved Daniel from the lions.
Key Passage: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
Big Picture Question: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us.

Sing a song
Lead preschoolers in singing the lyrics below to the tune of “London Bridge Is Falling Down.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, look it up online before the session. Consider making up motions for the song. 
“
Daniel prayed to God alone, God alone, God alone.
Daniel prayed to God alone, which was against the law.
Daniel in the lions’ den, lions’ den, lions’ den. 
Daniel in the lions’ den, trusted God to save him.
An angel shut the lions’ mouths, lions’ mouths, lions’ mouths. 
An angel shut the lions’ mouths. God saved Daniel.
We will pray and trust in God, trust in God, trust in God. 
We will pray and trust in God; we know God hears us.”
Say • The men saw Daniel praying and told the king. When Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den, do you think he kept on praying? Daniel knew that God heard his prayer, and he trusted God to keep him safe. The king even made a new law that everyone must respect God. Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us.

Create lion art
“Lion Faces” printable, several per child
paper
yellow or brown cupcake liners
markers
glue sticks
 


Print and cut out the “Lion Faces” printable. Prepare enough lion faces for each child to have several. Write the story point on a sheet of paper for each child. Show a child how to glue a lion’s face to the inside of a cupcake liner to make a lion’s mane. Guide him to use glue stick to attach the lion head to the paper. Encourage him to draw Daniel safe in the lions’ den and decorate his picture. Add additional lions to the den. 
Say • Daniel did not stop praying to God even with the new law. King Darius was sad that Daniel had to be put into the lions’ den for breaking the law; he hoped God would save Daniel. The next morning King Darius hurried to see that God saved Daniel from the lions. God is powerful! God sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from something more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin and death.
Make a prayer wall
Bible
tape
index cards
markers
sticky notes
bulletin board border (optional)
 



Open a Bible to 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 and read it. Write Pray Constantly on a sheet of paper and tape it to a wall. Below the sign, tape off a frame or hang a decorative bulletin board border. Provide index cards or fun-shaped sticky notes and markers. Encourage preschoolers to draw something they can talk to God about on an index card or sticky note. Encourage them to attach their drawings to the prayer wall.
Say • We can talk to God about anything at any time! Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us. God want us to talk to Him about everything. He loves to hear the prayers of His children. He is a kind and generous God who always keeps His promises. We can trust Him! God always answers prayers according to His will. God will always give His children what we would have asked for if we knew everything He does.
Pray in “Daniel’s house”
large cardboard box 
scissors or utility knife (adult use)
pillows or cushions

Tip: Stop by a home improvement or appliance store and ask for an appliance box.
 


Before the session, use scissors or a utility knife to cut a door and windows in an appliance box to make “Daniel’s house.” Place pillows or cushions inside. Invite preschoolers to play out going in the house to pray. 
Say • Even after the king made the new law, Daniel went into his house and prayed to God three times every day, just like he had always done. God saved Daniel from the lions. God is powerful! God sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from something more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin and death.

Make and send cards
construction paper
stickers
stamps
markers
large envelope
 



Find the address of missionaries your church supports or contact a missions agency, such as the International Mission Board or the North American Mission Board, to find out how to send cards to missionaries. 
Set out construction paper, stickers, stamps, and markers. Invite preschoolers to make cards to send to missionaries. Gather the cards and send them in one large envelope to the missionaries with a note saying your church is praying for them.
Say • Let’s pray for the missionaries who will receive these cards. Let’s ask God to encourage them and use them in His kingdom work! Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us. 
countdown video (optional) 
Allergy Alert
paper cups and napkins 
snack food
Bible Story Picture Poster
Big Picture Question Poster
“Lion’s Face,” printable (optional)
paper plates (optional)
clear tape (optional)
scissors (adult use) (optional)
baby carrots (optional)
Snack and review
 






Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, thanking God for the snack. 
Print and cut out extra “Lion’s Face” printables. Attach a face to the center of a paper plate with a tape loop for each child. Serve baby carrots. Show a child how to arrange his carrots to create a mane around the lion’s face. Talk about how God saved Daniel from the lions and the king made a new law that everyone must respect God. 
Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 
Did Daniel stop praying to God when the king made the new law? (No, Daniel kept on praying to God.)
What was Daniel’s punishment for praying to God instead of the king? (He was thrown in the lions’ den.)
What happened to Daniel in the lions’ den? (God saved Daniel from the lions.)
What new law did King Darius make? (Everyone must respect God.) 
Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us.
Transition 
Bible Story Coloring Page
crayons 
Key Passage Poster
Big Picture Question Poster
“Pray Constantly” song
“Wherever I Go” song
Big Picture Cards for Families: Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers
 







When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key passage or theme song.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture cards for families.

