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 Staff:
Darcelle Burandt
Tawnia Erosevich
Karin Larson
Shelley Hendrix
Bonnie Gross
Kelly Johnson
Phyllis Chancey
Lindsey Crawford
Elizabeth Santiago
Sarah Casiano
Shayna Valerio
Barbara Angerer
Stephanie Collett
Pat Weaver
Melony Surbeck
Angel Tatum

 Community Partners:
Steve & Debby Temmer,        
Centered for Life
Dr. Neil Schulenberg
Stephen & Shelley Hendrix, 
Heart Smart  Counseling,   
Coaching & Consulting
Johnny & Beth Keen, The  
Remedy Project
Christian Healing Ministries
Judi Riccio, Faithful Love

Multiple churches, local busi-
nesses and our amazing and 
supportive  community!

Board of  Directors:
Brandon & Michelle Bartell
Jamie Burriss
Dr. Anna Cabeca, DO
Karin Larson
Scott & Tina Fugere
Rebecca Robinson

Advisory Board:
Wellspring Living
Steve & Debby Temmer
Meady Watkins
Mark & Amy Fritchman
Susan Norris
Ken & Cyndee Presutti
Gil Nellis   

Dear Friends of House of Hope,
HOUSE OF HOPE IS OFFICIALLY OPEN!

Thanks to the many supporters and the tireless work of staff and 
volunteers, along with the overwhelming and generous support 
from our local community and beyond, what was once a dream in 
my heart is now the reality of our lives!

In fact, the first residents arrived - starting in November - and 
some here now even spent Christmas here with us this ypast ear! 
Our hope and prayer is that they will sense the Father’s matchless 
and overwhelming love for them,as they live here in this place of 
safety and refuge,  and that His Spirit would have freedom to work 
in their lives in His perfect timing and perfect way. Please pray 
with us to this end!

As you can see by the picture here, our team has really grown this 
year! We have been trained and certified to work with these sur-
vivors who have been identified as CSEC victims (see page 8 and 
following for definitions and terms) in Georgia. 

Each girl will have the opportunity to live at House of Hope for 
1-year to receive treatment to aid in  her recovery.

Hope Was Born!
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Thank you for being Partners in Hope with our team as we work together in various ways, from volun-
teering to provide meals, to tutoring the girls with their schoolwork, to counseling them with clinical-
ly-sound therapy, to donating goods and services, to sharing this ministry with others in your sphere of 
influence, and everything else House of Hope does to 

Rescue,  Renew  &  Restore
these precious lives!

Happy New Year
from All of Us!

Darcelle Burandt, LPC
Founder & Director

House of Hope

Mission Statement:

To rescue, renew and 
restore minor females 

rescued out of  domestic sex 
trafficking and to fight the 

factors that           
encourage trafficking to 

thrive.



4 5

What Is Domestic Minor Sex 
Trafficking (DMST)?

"The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purpose 
of a commercial sex act within U.S. borders or lawful permanent resident under the age of 18 
years."(Trafficking Victims Protection Act, 2000)

What Is Commercial Sexual Exploitation Of Children (CSEC)?

"Sexual activity involving a child in exchange for something of value or promise thereof, to the 
child or another person. In this situation, the child is being treated as a commercial sexual ob-
ject."(O.C.G.A. 19-7-5(B)(11))

These stats and other info are used with permission from:

Understanding the Terminology

Is This REALLY Happening?

Human Trafficking is the 2nd largest industry in the world behind the Drug Trade. 

Human Trafficking is now the LARGEST INDUSTRY in the world!

244k -325k – estimated youth at risk of CSEC each year in the U.S. (Estes & Weiner, 2001)

100,000 – average number of American children forced into the for-profit sex slavery industry annually. (NCMEC, 
2010)
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COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS
• Relatives cannot be traffickers
• Only girls are victims
• Only poor people or immigrants are victims
• Human trafficking does not occur in the US
• All pimps are male
• Youth “choose” to get involved in “the life”
• Individuals must be forced/coerced into commercial sex acts to be

victims of  Human Trafficking—regardless of age
• Human trafficking and human smuggling are the same thing
• Human trafficking victims are eager to be “rescued”
• Sex trafficking is a Metro-Atlanta (i.e. urban) problem, not a “Geor-

gia” problem

“They 
got me from McDonough 
and took me toward Atlanta, but they are trafficking 

people here, bringing them from Atlanta or other states. 
They go to small towns, places where they feel they’re not 

going to get caught.”

18/06/08/this-happens-here-sex-trafficking-in-central-georgia/



6 7

Societal Risk Factors:
• Lack of awareness of commercial sexual
• exploitation and sex trafficking
• Sexualization of children
• Lack of resources
• Community Risk Factors:
• Peer pressure
• Social norms
• Social isolation
• Gang involvement
• Under resourced schools, neighborhoods, and

communities

Relationship Risk Factors:
• Family, conflict, disruption, or dysfunction
• Family member involved in the commercial sex

industry

Individual Risk Factors:
• Are under 18 years old
• Walk to the store or school alone
• Own or have access to a computer
• Are attracted to consumer goods
• Desire to develop romantic relationships
• Sometimes feel insecure
• Feel misunderstood
• Fight with their parents
• Sometimes feels their parents don’t care
• Want more independence
• Test boundaries and take risks

In other words, ALL adolescents are at risk!

Do you know a youth who may be a victim of DMST?

WHO IS AT RISK?

HIGH RISK FACTORS:
• History of child abuse, neglect, or maltreatment
• Homelessness, Runaway, or “thrown-away”
• Identify as LGBTQ
• History of being systems-involved (e.g. juvenile

justice, criminal justice, foster care)
• Stigma and discrimination
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What About Georgia?
PER GEORGIA LAW, CSEC IS A FORM OF CHILD ABUSE (O.C.G.A. § 19-7-5)

We do not use the term “Child Prostitute,” because it implies that a child can consent to acts of prostitution, which 
they cannot. 

The key difference between adult and child victims is that with an adult, you have to prove that 
“coercion or deception” occurred (under Georgia law) for it to be considered human traffick-
ing., or that “force, fraud, or coercion” occurred (under federal law).
Remember: Many adults in the “prostitution life” were once child trafficking victims.

• Since August 2009, more than 1,800 youth
have been referred to Georgia Cares for
DMST in the State of Georgia from 104
counties out of 159 counties statewide

• In 2016, Georgia Cares received 2,052 calls
to the DMST hotline

• Georgia Cares worked with a total of 469
youths in 2016. Of these 469, 297 were con-
firmed DMST victims

• The majority of youth served at Georgia
Cares are females (94%)

• The average age of a DMST victim served in
Georgia Cares is 15 years old

• 92% of youth victims served by Georgia
cares have reported a history of child abuse

• Between 2003 and 2007, the underground
sex industry in Atlanta grew from $238 mil-
lion to $290 million; a 22% increase. (Urban
Institute, 2014)

• In 2005, the FBI named Atlanta as one of 14
cities with the highest incidence of child ex-
ploitation/trafficking in the US. (FBI, 2005)

• On average, traffickers made $32,833 a week
in cash between 2005 and 2011 in Atlan-
ta. (Urban Institute, 2014)
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Trafficking Terminology

The following list of key terms used in sex trafficking is published in Renting Lacy: A Story of America’s Prostituted Chil-
dren by Linda Smith. To learn more, order your copy of Renting Lacy today.

Automatic — A term denoting the victim’s “automatic” routine when her pimp is out of town, in jail, or otherwise not in direct contact with those 
he is prostituting. Victims are expected to comply with the rules and often do so out of fear of punishment or because they have been psycho-
logically manipulated into a sense of loyalty or love. All money generated on “automatic” is turned over to the pimp. This money may be used to 
support his concession/phone account or to pay his bond if he’s in jail.

Bottom — A female appointed by the trafficker/pimp to supervise the others and report rule violations. Operating as his “right hand,” the Bottom 
may help instruct victims, collect money, book hotel rooms, post ads, or inflict punishments on other girls.

Branding — A tattoo or carving on a victim that indicates ownership by a trafficker/pimp/gang.

Brothel (a/k/a Cathouse or Whorehouse) — These establishments may be apartments, houses, trailers, or any facility where sex is sold on the 
premises. It could be in a rural area or nice neighborhood. Most brothels have security measures to prevent attacks by other criminals or provide 
a warning if law enforcement are nearby. The security is two sided–to keep the women and children in, as well as robbers out. The places often are 
guarded (and open) 24 hours a day, but some have closing times in which the victims are locked in from the outside. Victims may be kept in this 
location for extended periods of time, or rotated to other locations every few days. 

Caught A Case — A term that refers to when a pimp or victim has been arrested and charged with a crime.

Choosing Up — The process by which a different pimp takes “ownership” of a victim. Victims are instructed to keep their eyes on the ground at all 
times. According to traditional pimping rules, when a victim makes eye contact with another pimp (accidentally or on purpose), she is choosing 
him to be her pimp. If the original pimp wants the victim back, he must pay a fee to the new pimp. When this occurs, he will force the victim to 
work harder to replace the money lost in transaction. (See Reckless Eyeballing)

Circuit — A series of cities among which prostituted people are moved. One example would be the West Coast circuit of San Diego, Las Vegas, 
Portland, and the cities between. The term can also refer to a chain of states such as the “Minnesota pipeline” by which victims are moved through 
a series of locations from Minnesota to markets in New York.

Daddy — The term a pimp will often require his victim to call him.

Date — The exchange when prostitution takes place, or the activity of prostitution. A victim is said to be “with a date” or “dating.”

Escort Service — An organization, operating chiefly via cell phone and the internet, which sends a victim to a buyer’s location (an “out
call”) or arranges for the buyer to come to a house or apartment (an “in-call”); this may be the workplace of a single woman or a small brothel. 
Some escort services are networked with others and can assemble large numbers of women for parties and conventions.

Exit Fee — The money a pimp will demand from a victim who is thinking about trying to leave. It will be an exorbitant sum, to discourage her 
from leaving. Most pimps never let their victims leave freely.

Family/Folks — The term used to describe the other individuals under the control of the same pimp. He plays the role of father (or “Daddy”) 
while the group fulfills the need for a “family.”

Finesse Pimp/Romeo Pimp — One who prides himself on controlling others primarily through psychological manip ulation. Although he may 
shower his victims with affection and gifts (especially during the recruitment phase), the threat of violence is always present
.
Gorilla (or Guerilla) Pimp — A pimp who controls his victims almost entirely through physical violence and force.

John” (a/k/a Buyer or “Trick”) — An individual who pays for or trades something of value for sexual acts.

Kiddie Stroll – An area known for prostitution that features younger victims.

Lot Lizard — Derogatory term for a person who is being prostituted at truck stops.
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Madam — An older woman who manages a brothel, escort service or other prostitution establishment. She may work alone or in collaboration 
with other traffickers.

Out of Pocket —  The phrase describing when a victim is not under control of a pimp but working on a pimp-controlled track, leaving her vul-
nerable to threats, harassment, and violence in order to make her “choose” a pimp. This may also refer to a victim who is disobeying the pimp’s 
rules.

Pimp Circle — When several pimps encircle a victim to intimidate through verbal and physical threats in order to discipline the victim or force 
her to choose up.

Quota — A set amount of money that a trafficking victim must make each night before she can come “home.” Quotas are often set between $300 
and $2000. If the victim returns without meeting the quota, she is typically beaten and sent back out on the street to earn the rest. Quotas vary 
according to geographic region, local events, etc.

Reckless Eyeballing — A term which refers to the act of looking around instead of keeping your eyes on the ground. Eyeballing is against the 
rules and could lead an untrained victim to “choose up” by mistake.

Renegade — A person involved in prostitution without a pimp.

Seasoning — A combination of psychological manipulation, intimidation, gang rape, sodomy, beatings, deprivation of food or sleep, isolation 
from friends or family and other sources of support, and threatening or holding hostage of a victim’s children. Seasoning is designed to break 
down a victim’s resistance and ensure compliance.

Squaring Up — Attempting to escape or exit prostitution. 

Stable — A group of victims who are under the control of a single pimp.

The Game/The Life — The subculture of prostitution, complete with rules , a hierarchy of authority, and language. Referring to the act of pimp-
ing as ‘the game’ gives the illusion that it can be a fun and easy way to make money, when the reality is much harsher. Women and girls will say 
they’ve been “in the life” if they’ve been involved in prostitution for a while.

Track (a/k/a Stroll or Blade) — An area of town known for prostitution activity. This can be the area around a group of strip clubs and pornogra-
phy stores, or a particular stretch of street.

Trade Up/Trade Down — To move a victim like merchandise between pimps. A pimp may trade one girl for another or trade with some ex-
change of money.

Trick — Committing an act of prostitution (verb), or the person buying it (noun). A victim is said to be “turning a trick” or “with a trick.”

Turn Out — To be forced into prostitution (verb) or a person newly involved in prostitution (noun).

Wifeys/Wife-in-Law/Sister Wife — What women and girls under the control of the same pimp call each other. (See Family/Folks and Stable.)

Learn more about child sex trafficking in America by ordering your copy of Renting 
Lacy: A Story of America’s Prostituted Children today! This riveting account exposes 
the dark underworld of the trafficking industry through the stories of those who live 
there. 
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VOCABULARY MATTERS
Changing the language does the following:

• Reframes the issue as a form of child abuse.
• Expresses the philosophy that sexually exploited children deserve support services instead of jail

sentences.
• More accurately represents the scope of the issue and the reality of exploited youth’s experiences.
• Creates a common language to facilitate moving toward a community response plan.

What does this look like?

Instead of: Use:
• Pimps (Facilitators)￼
• Tricks/Johns (Buyers)￼
• Prostitutes (Children)￼

• Offenders or Traffickers
• Exploiters
• Victims

Why does this matter?
The word “pimp” has lost its true meaning in our culture. When we change the  language 
and call them exploiters, we are defining what they are doing - they are exploiting youth. 
Likewise, when we take “johns/tricks” and instead call them buyers, we are defining what 
they are doing - they are buying youth for sex.

if there were no buyers, 
trafficking would end
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MYTHS VS
• All traffickers are male

• Only girls are involved in sex trafficking/ex-
ploitation

• Human trafficking  must include the transpor-
tation or travel of people across state or national
borders

• Youth who are sexually exploited or trafficked
are “bad”

• Sex trafficking is a foreign problem and doesn’t
happen in Georgia

• Youth choose to enter into the sex trade

FACTS
• Youth have traffickers that are both male and

female

• Youth who have been confirmed as CSEC victims
identify as male, female and transgender

• Human trafficking does not require transporta-
tion, travel or movement of youth. Sometimes,
transportation of a youth across state and nation-
al borders is involved, but it is not an element
of the trafficking definition. The exploitation of
the person or youth is what makes the person
a victim of trafficking. Remember, the crime of
human trafficking is not synonymous with smug-
gling.

• The passing of Senate Bill 69 expanded the defi-
nition of child abuse to include abuse when a
youth is a victim of commercial sexual exploita-
tion. House of Hope supports that all youth who
are victims of exploitation or trafficking are vic-
tims of abuse, and understands that these youth
are not “bad,” but have had bad things happen to
them.

• Georgia Cares has received over 1,800 referrals
for youth from Georgia that are victims of traf-
ficking in Georgia. To date, they have received
referrals from over 102 counties across the state!

• Youth who are victims of exploitation or traffick-
ing are seduced, coerced, or forced into exploita-
tion or trafficking. Traffickers identify youth’s
vulnerabilities and prey upon normal desires for
love, attention, material items, and the meeting
of basic needs, such as food and shelter.
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DIFFICULT VICTIMS. WHY?
• These girls don’t see themselves as victims due to “trauma bonding” with their traffickers.
• They may be afraid to come forward to disclose victimization.
• They are generally dependent on their trafficker and therefore reluctant to testify.
• They don’t trust law enforcement.
• Misconceptions about this issue affects law enforcement, prosecutors, judges, and juries.
• Inadequate or inappropriate treatments occur due to failure to screen for CSEC or other forms of trau-

ma and/or lack of knowledge on how to treat complex trauma.

This is what makes House of Hope 
unique and why this place of  refuge is 
so desperately needed right here in our 

state and on our coast.

House of Hope is 501(c)3 faith-based therapeutic safe house with a 12-month program—a place of 
refuge and recovery— for girls ages 12-18 who have been traumatized by sex trafficking or are at 
risk of becoming sex trafficking victims. House of Hope is licensed by the State of Georgia as a CCI  
(Child Caring Institute) and is also both a MWO (Maximum Watchful Oversight) designation by 
OPM (Office of Provider Management) and a DMST designation by Georgia Cares and the CJCC 
(Criminal Justice Coordinating Counsel). HOH is willing to work with placing agencies to utilize 
six therapeutic beds for CSEC designated minor females.
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“A future worth 
looking forward 
to.. . . .”

Where Will They Go from Here?
When a resident graduates from House of Hope after completing our 1-year therapeutic program, 
the ideal goal would be that she would return home to her family. When this is not possible, HOH 
works with placement organizations to ensure that she gets placed in the best home setting possible. 

Options include:

• CSEC Foster Care Homes that we’re working to develop
• Every child’s plan of treatment is handled on a case-by-case basis with their best

interest in mind always

“For I know 
the plans I have 

for you, declares the 
Lord. Plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you. 
Plans to give you a hope 

and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:11 NIV
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If you can help provide any of these or want more information, please email Stephanie at                                    
volunteer@houseofhoperefugeoflove.com

To Donate Online: GoFundMe.com/HouseofHopeGA or PayPal.me/darcelleburandt 
or mail to address on back of this brochure.
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If you can help provide any of these or want more information, please email Stephanie at                                    
volunteer@houseofhoperefugeoflove.com

To Donate Online: GoFundMe.com/HouseofHopeGA or PayPal.me/darcelleburandt 
or mail to address on back of this brochure.

Saturday Skills & Talents Fun Day

• Arts &/or Crafts
• jewelry making
• cake baking and decorating
• dance
• makeup application tips
• fashion tips
• sewing, crocheting, knitting etc

• juggling
• photography
• scrap-booking
• hair styles and braiding
• gardening
• t-shirt designs
• pottery

We would love to hear YOUR ideas that we may not have listed here. We are open to your talents 
and gifts. House of Hope needs volunteers to lead these WITH a House of Hope staff member. 

You’re welcome to sign up for just one time or as a regular class leader. 

Volunteer Training and Other Opportunities

We wil soonl begin offering Volunteer Training for those who would like to be more closely involved with 
our residents.  .

Amazon Wish List  https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/dl/invite/jg0vbmJ

Meal Ministry  sign up online at Meal Train:  https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/m8wkr9

Physical Education Classes

As our residents begin to settle in to their routines, we recognize the important role exercise plays in mental and physi-
cal health. We are in need of a female personal trainer who can volunteer a few hours a week to teach gym classes. 

How does a child spell love? 

T.I.M.E.



PO Box 21283
St. Simons Is, GA 31522

HouseOfHope@HouseOfHopeRefugeOfLove.com

To get more info please call 912..571.4378 or visit us 
online at HouseOfHopeRefugeOfLove.com

EIN 82-2224796

To Donate Online: GoFundMe.com/HouseofHopeGA
PayPal.me/DarcelleBurandt

National Human Trafficking Hotline 1-888-373-7888 
Text INFO or HELP to Be Free (233733)  
Georgia Sex Trafficking Hotline 404-941-6024




