
 

 

“PRAY FOR AMERICA” 

UNITY 
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

”Endeavoring to keep the UNITY of the Spirit in the bond of peace” Ephesians 4:3 

Prayer brings people together. Prayer builds bridges between opposing persons and even political parties. Prayer  

reminds us that we are created in God’s image and He desires for us to represent Him everywhere we go. Prayer 

brings UNITY. In 2018, our theme will be PRAYER for AMERICA – UNITY, based upon Ephesians 4:3 which  

challenges us to mobilize unified public prayer for America, making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 

through the bond of peace. 

The Prayer Team reminds Sandy Plains Baptist Church to be in prayer on Thursday, May 3, 2018 for America and 

UNITY.  

Excerpts from the National Day of prayer Task Force.  

May 2018 



 

 

God is allowing us to serve in a unique time and setting. With ongoing changes in society comes the decay of morality—

principles of right and wrong, acceptable and unacceptable, righteousness and unrighteousness. These are peculiar times for the 

American society as we have always known it—but not unknown in church history. The apostle Paul faced such conditions as 

we do, as accounted in Acts 17.  

While in Athens, Paul had a discussion with a group consisting of Jews, God-fearers (Gentile converts to Judaism) and Greek 

philosophers (Stoics and Epicureans). The group was not open to Paul’s message of Jesus and His bodily resurrection. They 

called Paul a “vain babbler” and one who “spoke of strange things.” As he stayed on message, many of them sneered, but some 

were intrigued and vowed to hear him again on this matter (16-32). 

In today’s society, many people are voting to abandon church. This faction is growing in numbers, according to the Barna Group, 

a Christian organization that studies and surveys the church culture in relation to its surrounding social conditions. These 

“dones” (as they are called) are not necessarily abandoning Christ or His redemptive message, but they no longer see the need for 

organized churches. The Southern Baptist Convention’s research team, in which Thom Rainer is part, has predicted that most 

churches, given the present climate, will be reduced to part-time ministers and smaller congregations. This is already in the  

making. 

All of this played into the vision that I presented through a four-week sermon series. Consider only the three circles  

MY 

ROLE? 

with which we as a staff began the planning process. The 

blue circle asks where we are. Essentially, we must identify 

the needs and opportunities that are unique to the area where 

God has planted us as a church. The red circle asks what we 

have to offer. Look within SPBC and determine our resources 

that can be used to meet the needs and take advantage of the 

opportunities in our area. The green circle asks what our mo-

tivation is. Take note of the things that excite you as a mem-

ber of this church, as a follower of Jesus Christ, and commit 

yourself to being part of the solution for meeting the needs 

and taking advantage of the opportunities in our area. 

The very center of the three circles asks what “my role” is in 

this process. Ask yourself what you have as a spiritual gift 

and/or natural talent that will add value to fulfilling all three 

circles. What can I contribute to SPBC’s ministry that will 

help her meet the needs and take advantage of the opportuni-

ties in our area? What motivates me to take part in this  

discipleship process?  

Discipleship is a lifestyle, not a program. Following Jesus is more than a choice; it is a total commitment of “my” life. We are 

not called to do this alone (one person doing the job) but we are to minister together where we find support, strength and en-

couragement. A greater victory is to be won if we work together for the glory of Jesus. Pastor Al Southerland 



 

 

FAMIL IE S  WOR S HIP ING  TOG E THE R  

With our new vision and focus, we would like to encourage our children to begin Engaging in the worship service on 

a regular basis. Beginning on Mother’s Day we will have a “Families Worshiping Together” service every 2nd Sun-

day of the month. We pray that these services will be a time of family Worship, helping our children Grow as Chris-

tians and teaching our children how to Serve God and others in the worship service. 

Our first family worship service will be May 13th, on Mother’s Day. All children in 1st grade and up will join the 

worship service in its entirety. We are praying that our “Families Worshiping Together” services will become an 

amazing time of Growth and Worship for all of us as we gather to give God all of the glory! 

FAMILY  AC TIVIT IE S  AND VOL UNTE E R  OP P OR TUNIT IE S  

WINS HAP E  HE L P NE E DE D 
WinS hape is  J une 11-15 

R egis ter Now! S pac e is  L imited! 

We need everyone from 11th grade and older to help in some way with our WinShape community outreach ministry. 

This is a day camp ministry that will touch the lives of over 200 kids in our area. The WinShape staff does the hard 

work, we just need volunteers who can: 

• Lead kids from point A to point B at the camp during the day 

• Help provide meals for 40 staffers each night (this would be a GREAT Sunday School class project where each 

class “adopts” a night) 

• Help coordinate snacks 

• Be willing to do staff laundry Sunday afternoon the week of camp (the staffers do not have easy access to washers 

and dryers). 

Please contact Janet Porter and ask how you can help. 



 

 

FAMILY  AC TIVIT IE S  AND VOL UNTE E R  OP P OR TUNIT IE S  

PAR E NTS  NIG HT OUT  
S aturday, May 12th, 6:00-9:30pm  

Our last Parents Night Out for the school year is May 12th. 

This program is for children from newborn-5th grade. A 

meal is provided along with recreational activities, a movie 

and snacks. $10 per child / $25 per family.  

VAC ATION B IB L E  S C HOOL  

J uly 9th-13th, 9am-12pm  

Registration is now open on our website. Space is  

limited! Save the date to volunteer that week. Be on the 

lookout for VBS Volunteer Training coming soon. Please 

contact Janet Porter our Children’s Director for more infor-

mation.  



 

 

P R E -TE E N K IDS  C AMP  
May 29th - J une 1s t C amp is  F UL L !  

For those who have registered, there will be a parent/camper 

meeting on May 3rd at 7:00 pm in the fellowship hall. At 

this meeting, paperwork can be notarized, payments can be 

made and questions will be answered. 

S TUDE NT L IF E  S UMME R  C AMP - J une 22nd - 26th Orange B eac h, A labama 

We have a couple of slots available for Student Life Camp for our middle and high school students. Students who 

have completed 6th grade through 12th grade are eligible for this event.  

Student Life Camp is a five day event involving 1,500-2,000 middle and high school students. Students will 

engage in a week of daily worship gatherings, family group bible study, church group time, and organized recreation. 

They will also be provided with an event t-shirt and study book. The twice-daily worship sessions involve drama, 

multimedia, music and teachings from a dynamic speaker. 

Contact Gary McEntire for more information. 

 

S UMME R  K IDS  AND Y OUTH AC TIVIT IE S  



 

 

MISSIONS 

There are many grateful hearts in the Dominican Republic because of your contributions! On a recent trip in April,  

I was able to give out adorably soft bears to the little ones that came through the medical clinic. Thanks go to the 

WOM Day Group for these handmade gifts of love! Because of the contributions made by the WOM Night Group 

and the Ladies Bible Study, much needed medicines were collected and distributed to those in need. A special thank-

you goes to Anne Woolridge for her hand-sewn dresses for the little girls!! They were thrilled to get something so 

beautiful and new! The AWANA groups collected supplies for the children and learned about the work that is ongo-

ing in that country. There are others who gave medicines, supplies, and other needed items, too! You all cannot know 

how much this has touched the lives of those in the town of Bonao and the witness of God’s love. The prayers of 

many reached across the waters to bring this team to share His love and minister in His name. Thank you again for 

being the hands and feet of Jesus to others. Caroline Singletary 

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

“Bloom Where You’re Planted” was such a special time of fellowship for the women of SPBC! The tables were 

thoughtfully and beautifully decorated and the food was wonderful. Thanks go to all who participated, provided table 

decorations, and food! Our speakers shared personal stories of where God has “planted” them in their particular  

season of life and challenged us all to find our place of service/ministry in this time of our lives. The words “I used 

to do….” should not be in a Christian’s vocabulary but rather “I now am doing…” We can always be used by God.  

Colossians 3:17 says “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through Him.” The WMU/Women’s Ministry Council is also working on plans for future women’s 

events! 

 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday, May 8th, 9:30am The study is Dr. David Jeremiah’s Revealing the Mysteries of Heaven. Contact  

Caroline Singletary for additional information. 

 

 



 

 

HOME B OUND ME MB E R S    

Sandra Abney Marilyn Carlile Hazel McCurdy 

Bill Barksdale Jane Drake Sue Moyer 

Sara Bell Charlie & Mary Duncan William Ross 

Virginia Berryman Mae Hartley Amanda Williams 

Dot Bounds Winnie Kennedy Cecil & Ina Wray 

Hazel Burns Preston & Allene Mangum  

Y OUNG  IN HE AR T  
Thursday, May 17th, 11:00 am  

Jim Hodges will share testimonies from the work in the Gideon 

Ministry. Lunch is potluck so bring your favorite  

casserole to share. 

L E ADE R S HIP TE AM 

The leadership team meets the first Sunday of each month at 4:00 in room C-18. Interested church members are  

always welcome to attend and observe to learn more about the topics being addressed by the leadership team.  

ANNIE  AR MS TR ONG  E AS TE R  OF F E R ING  R E P OR T  

Thank you for contributing to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. Our church collected over $9,300 to send to 

missionaries around North America! This money will be used to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. You are a part of 

this effort by giving, praying and going! 

G R IE F  S HAR E  

Monday, May 14th, 6:00 pm. Volunteers will meet. If you are interested in joining the volunteer team or have any 

questions contact Jennifer Logan at 770-851-8043.  



 

 

"The Weekday Preschool has had a great year. It is hard to believe the school year is coming to an end. The 

last day is May 17, when we will have Pre-K graduation and they will walk the halls for the last time. The kids 

have enjoyed the return of Miss Rainbow reading to our classes each month. Thank you for your continued 

prayers for the preschool program." 

WE E K DAY  P R E S C HOOL  AC TIVIT IE S  



 

 

R E G UL AR  WE E K L Y  S C HE DUL E  

Sunday       

9:30am Bible Study - all ages 

11:00am Worship / KIDS Worship 

5:00pm FUSION for Middle and High School                                                                                                                             
 

Wednesday 

5:15pm Fellowship Dinner  thru the 16th 

6:00pm AWANA 

6:30pm Adult Bible Study (FH) 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal/Praise Band Rehearsal 

 

 

Friday 

9am-4pm Joyful Noise Homeschool Band 

  May 4th & 11th 

WE DNE S DAY  DINNE R S  
 

5/02 Beef Stroganoff, Wide Egg Noodles, Candied Carrots, Yeast Rolls, Salad, and Cherry Pie 

5/09  Baked Chicken, Stuffing and Gravy, Lima Beans, Salad, Garlic Bread, and Brownies 

5/16 Scrambled Eggs, Grits, Hash brown Casserole, Bacon, Biscuits & Sausage Gravy, and Apple Streusel 

    5/16 WILL BE THE LAST DINNER UNTIL FALL 

UP AND C OMING  
 

5/2 WMU Council Meeting 2:00pm (C6) 

5/3 WOM: Mission Seekers 10:30am (C18) 

5/6 Leadership Team Meeting 4:00 pm (C18) 

5/8 Ladies Bible Study 9:30am (C18) 

5/12 Parents Night Out 6:00-9:30pm (FH) 

5/13 MOTHERS DAY 

 

5/14 Grief Share 6:00 pm (C18) 

5/17 Young In Heart 11:00 am (FH) 

5/17 Caring & Sharing 7:00pm Sandra Mason 

5/22 ELECTION/GYM 

5/27 Heritage, 4pm 

5/28 MEMORIAL DAY/OFFICE CLOSED 

5/29 Senior Men’s Meeting 10:00 am (FH) 

Dr. Alvin Southerland 

Senior Pastor 

al@sandyplains.org 

Gary McEntire 

Pastor to Students 

gary@sandyplains.org 

Janet Porter  

Children’s Director 

janetporter@sandyplains.org 

Billy Biggers 

Facilities Manager 

billy@sandyplains.org 

Adam Jones 

Worship Pastor 

adam@sandyplains.org 

Terri Butler 

Preschool Director 

terri@sandyplains.org 

Janet Earnest 

Financial Assistant 

janet@sandyplains.org 

Lori Smith 

Ministerial Assistant 

lori@sandyplains.org 

Dr. Don Mason 

Pastor to Senior Adults 

   

C HUR C H S TAF F  



 

 

VOL UNT E E R  S C HE DUL E  

May 6th May 13th May 20th May 27th 

L oc k Up 

Chad Conrey Joe Ballew Joe Ballew Roland Smith 

Ed England Tom Freeman Tom Freeman John Downer 

S ec urity  

Roy Earnest Jim Caulk Ron E. Stone Wally Harris 

Roland Smith Tony Millsapp Fran Florian Earl Gossage 

C ounting  

Chris Peterson Beverly Schauer Ed England Bonnie Martin  

Nan Maddox Linda Hodges Janice Ashley Annie Workman 

Janet Hayes David Braswell Janice Johnson Melita Conrey 

Us hers  

T eam 2 T eam 3 T eam 1 T eam 2 

Chad Conrey Don  Singletary David Braswell Chad Conrey 

Danny Ashley Lewis Casey Wayne Bartlett Danny Ashley 

Joe Ballew Wayne Cole Bob Hayes Joe Ballew 

Earl Gossage John Downer Jim Kennedy Earl Gossage 

Robert Moody Roy Earnest John LaRue Robert Moody 

Ron Stone Fran Florian Steve Stephens Ron Stone 

Don Walker Wally Harris  Don Walker 

 Sam Hill   

 Paul Smith,   

 Tom Freeman   


