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INTRODUCTION 
To be like God is to imitate Him; to follow Him, to trust Him, to care like Him, to give like Him, to 
love like Him, to be generous like Him.  
 
Being generous is to be like God. Generosity begins with a generous God! See how generous He 
is towards us, “For, God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son” (John 3:16). As 
followers of Jesus, we seek to pattern our lives after His generous life. We embark on a way of 
life where we continually become more like God through being more generous and more 
sacrificial with all that He has given. We find this a challenge! We find this a joy!  
 
HOW TO USE THIS STUDY 
This guide provides 40 daily readings, each exploring God's call to imitate Him; to be generous 
like Him. They are intended to encourage us, to rebuke us (sometimes) and to instruct us. Each 
day's reading has four parts. Expect to spend 5-10 minutes reading, meditating and praying. Use 
this devotional as a family, with a trusted friend or a fellowship group. Discuss each day what 
you have learned and help each other apply the lessons.  
 

READ Read the daily Bible passage.  

CONNECT Connect the Bible passage to your life. Please know that some of the topics 
covered will come easy to you. Others may take some time to really think 
through. Spend time thinking about the impact that you can make through your 
generosity.  

APPLY You'll find questions to answer and daily suggestions that will help to apply the 
message in practical ways. We have included a Family Question each day in the 
apply section that is directed for families with children 12 and under in the 
home.  

PRAY Use this time to pray for a renewed life enabled to live as Christ lived.  

 
We pray that God will teach and train us to be people who imitate our Savior. We pray that 
God’s generosity will shine through our lives, our families and our congregation. We pray that 
we will become a renewed community that shares, cares and serves more like Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
 



WELCOME TO THE 40 DAY  
IMITATE JOURNEY

 
Generosity is to be Like God 
DAY 1: GENEROSITY IS STAMPED IN 
CREATION 
DAY 2: GENEROSITY IS A GIFT 
DAY 3: GENEROSITY IS FOUND IN JESUS 
Day 4: GENEROSITY IS WORKING TOGETHER 
DAY 5: GENEROSITY IS CELEBRATING  
DAY 6: GENEROSITY IS SELFLESS  
DAY 7: GENEROSITY IS BEING A SERVANT TO 
ALL 
 
 
March 8-14 – Generosity is Eternal 
DAY 8: GENEROSITY HAS AN ETERNAL 
PERSPECTIVE 
DAY 9: GENEROSITY IS NOT FOOLISH  
DAY 10: GENEROSITY IS OUR BUSINESS 
DAY 11: GENEROISTY INVITES OTHERS TO 
PARTICIPATE   
DAY 12: GENEROSITY IS MOVED BY THE 
SPIRIT  
DAY 13: GENEROSITY IS A LEGACY 
DAY 14: GENEROISTY IS GENERATIONAL  
 
 
March 15-21 – Generosity is Sacrificial  
DAY 15: GENEROSITY IS TOUCHING 
DAY 16: GENEROSITY IS SACRIFICIAL  
DAY 17: GENEROSITY THROUGH TIME 
DAY 18: GENEROSITY IS REPENTANCE  
DAY 19: GENEROSITY IS OTHERS FIRST  
DAY 20: GENEROSIRT IS LOSING YOUR SELF 
DAY 21: GENEROSITY IS EVERYTHING 
 
 
 
 

 
March 22-28 – Generosity is Giving 
DAY 22: GENEROSITY IS FROM THE HEART  
DAY 23: GENEROSITY IS FOLLOWING  
DAY 24: GENEROSITY IS WILLING  
DAY 25: GEREROSITY IS BIBLICAL 
DAY 26: GENEROSITY IS GIVING 
DAY 27: GENEROSITY IS A DECISION  
DAY 28: GENEROSITY IS SHARING YOUR 
RESOURCES  
 
 
 
March 29-April 4 – Generosity is Faith 
Driven 
DAY 29: GENEROSITY IS INTENTIONAL 
DAY 30: GENEROSITY IS REGULAR 
DAY 31: GENEROSITY IS FIRST 
DAY 32: GENEROSITY AND YOUR HEART  
DAY 33: GENEROSITY AND TRUST 
DAY 34: GENEROSITY IS MERCIFUL 
DAY 35: GENEROISTY IS AT HOME  
 
 
 
 
April 5-11– Generosity is All In 
DAY 36: GENEROSITY PRODUCES 
GRATITUDE  
DAY 37: GENEROSITY IS GENEROUS  
DAY 38: GENEROISTY IS SHARING YOUR 
FAITH  
DAY 39: GENEROSITY IMITATES  
DAY 40: GENEROSITY DOES NOT STOP  



 
 

 
GENEROSITY IS TO BE LIKE GOD 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

DAY 1: GENEROSITY IS STAMPED IN CREATION  
READ Genesis 1:27-28, 31  

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth.”... 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it 
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 
Psalm 24:1-2 - 1The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those 
who dwell therein, 2 for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the 
rivers. 

CONNECT Wow! God's generosity towards us is seen even from the very beginning! For, God 
made the world and all that is in it!  
 
Have you noticed that, we look at a house and we ask, "Who owns that house?" We 
see a new car parked in a driveway and we ask, "Whose car is that?" When 
someone buys a house and takes out a mortgage, he or she will often joke, "The 
bank and I own this house. "The language that we use leads us to believe that we 
are the ultimate owners of the things that are in our control. Too often, we look at 
our finances and possessions as if it is "mine".  
 
We start this study having the correct perspective. Everything is His - Everything is 
built and designed for Him - We simply respond to His Generosity.  

APPLY  1. How might living as if God owns everything change:  

• the way we shop?  
 

• the presents we put under the Christmas tree?  
 

• the vacations we plan?  
 

• our giving to the needy? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: Name one thing that God has given you 
 

PRAY 
 
  

O God, You have created the heaven and the earth and declared all things very 
good. Cause my heart to be thankful for all that You provide and lead me to give 
You praise for Your continued loving care. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 



 
 

DAY 2: GENEROSITY IS A GIFT 
READ 1 Peter 4:10-11  

 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God's varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; 
whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order 
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

CONNECT Today, we consider the term "gift". When we use the word gift, we imply that 
one person has given something to someone else who then owns that item and 
is free to do with it as they please.  
 
However, this is not the way it is with God and us. God gives and He continues to 
own everything. When we give a gift to someone, we understand that a transfer 
of ownership has occurred. We are given the privilege and responsibility to care 
for that which belongs to our Heavenly Father. The biblical truth - "that it all 
belongs to God" is the cornerstone of everything we have to say about 
generosity. We have the privilege to watch over that which belongs to someone 
else! 

APPLY  
 

Read the quote from Luther's Small Catechism: 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  
What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He 
has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and 
all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, 
food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. 
He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All 
this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit 
or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey 
Him. This is most certainly true. 

1. What should our response be to His gifts? 
 
FAMILY QUESTION: How can we take care of the things God has given us? 

 

PRAY Heavenly Father, lead me to daily see your gifts and to respond as You desire. 
Amen.  

 
 
 



 
 

DAY 3: GENEROSITY IS FOUND IN JESUS 
READ Romans 5:6-11  

 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly.7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much 
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we 
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More 
than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation. 

CONNECT Our God is the most generous person who ever lived. Jesus gave up all 
that He had ever known - took on human flesh - lived, suffered, and died 
- And it was all for us. See God's amazing love for us! He has saved us 
through the shed blood of His Son. Now, we are His friends instead of His 
enemies.  
 
The source of our generosity is Jesus. We are generous because He was 
first generous to us. Thus, our generosity stems from His generosity. This 
means that our generous lives are more than an obligation. Rather, a 
generous life is the grateful response to God's indescribable gift in Jesus.  

APPLY  
 

 
 

 

1. When you receive a lavish gift, do you have the impulse to give 
back? Why or why not?  
 

2. How do you typically respond when you receive an unexpected and 
undeserved gift? 

 
3. What does "giving back" look like in receiving the greatest of gift 

(Jesus)?  
 
FAMILY QUESTION: How can I give something back to my friends? 
 

PRAY Lord God, we give thanks for all that You have accomplished, for us, 
through Your Son. Give us gratitude for the gifts that we receive and do 
not deserve. Direct our efforts to respond in love, to others as You have 
shown love to us. Amen.  

 



 
 

DAY 4: GENEROSITY IS WORKING TOGETHER 
READ Matthew 25:35-40  

 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’37 Then the 
righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in 
prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

CONNECT All too often, the church says to someone, "We can do it. You can help."  But a 
better approach is reflected in an old Home Depot motto: "You can do it. We can 
help." What you, the giver, want to accomplish in God's name with the resources 
He has provided - We, the church, can help you achieve.  
 
We are looking for a particular outcome where we can invest so that God's 
family might grow and so that others might receive care and service. Our church 
provides an avenue by which you can do that.  
 
It's not really about us, as a church, at all. It's about what God is doing in your life 
and about what God is calling you to do with the resources He has entrusted to 
you.  
 

APPLY 1. How is God calling me to share the gospel? 
 
2. How is God calling me to care for others? 
 
3. How is God calling me to have a life of service? 

 
FAMILY QUESTION: What does God want me to do today to help others? 
 

 
PRAY 
 

Almighty God, forgive me when I have neglected to invest myself for Your 
purposes. Preserve me against laziness and slothfulness. By the Holy Spirit, grant 
guidance in seeking new avenues and opportunities to be renewed. In Jesus, 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 5: GENEROSITY IS CELEBRATING 
READ Zephaniah 3:17 

 The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take delight 
in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you but will rejoice over you with 
singing.  

CONNECT Who doesn’t like a good party!?! You get to celebrate a milestone, birthday, 
engagement, wedding, anniversary, baby shower and the list goes on.  
 
The God of the universe, the God who died for you celebrates you…. He rejoices 
over you; He has a party for you!!!  
 
God celebrates over His children and rejoices in them. WHAT?!?! There is a little 
bit of a shock factor there. You mean the God who created the mountains, 
sunsets, oceans wants to rejoice and celebrate over me? And not only does He 
celebrate me, He continues to provide for me and lavish me with gifts every day.  
 
Lets celebrate together with others as we rejoice over the gift of salvation that He 
has bestowed on us.  

APPLY 1. How can you today celebrate the gifts God has given you? 
 

2. How can you share that joy with those around you?  
 

FAMILY QUESTION: What is one gift you can thank God for today? 
 

PRAY Dear God, help us to rejoice over the gifts you have given us, help us to celebrate 
with those around us your love and share that joy with others. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 6: GENEROSITY IS SELFLESS  
READ 1 Corinthians 10:23-24 

23 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I 
have the right to do anything”—but not everything is constructive. 24 No one 
should seek their own good, but the good of others. 

CONNECT Merriam-Webster dictionary defines selfless as “having or showing great concern 
for other people and little or no concern for yourself”. Initially when reading 
this we can have a negative tone - it’s difficult to put those whom can be hard 
to love above us.  
 
God could have looked down on us and said the same thing – “they are too hard 
to love”, “why do they act like this”, “ I’m done with them”. But instead he 
looked down on us and said, “They need my help”. 
 
He loves us so much that He sent His one and only Son Jesus to earth, to die on 
the cross and pay the price for our sins.  

APPLY 1. During this week do something for your neighbor to serve them.  
 

2. How does it feel to serve your neighbor with no strings attached?  
 

3. How can you look for the good in those around you? At home? Work? School?  
 

FAMILY QUESTION: Who are our neighbors?  
 

PRAY Lord help us to open our eyes to see the needs of others and reach out to help 
them. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 7: GENEROSITY IS BEING A SERVANT TO ALL  
READ Mark 9:30-35 

 30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to 
know where they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to 
them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will 
kill him, and after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand what he 
meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 
33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What 
were you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way 
they had argued about who was the greatest. 
35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first 
must be the very last, and the servant of all.” 

CONNECT Being picked last for the dodge ball game, or at the end of the line cause your last 
name starts with Z. Being last doesn’t seem to have many perks.  
 
In Jesus’ Kingdom those who are blessed are the ones who serve others and put 
others before themselves. Those who want to be first, must first be last, must first 
be a servant to all.  
 
Jesus came to serve a world that continually let Him down. Jesus didn’t wait for us 
to have everything together to come and serve us, He came while we were still a 
mess. We don’t always get the glory nor do we deserve it.  
 
We serve because we want to be more like Jesus.  

APPLY 1. How does it feel when you have been picked last?  
 

2. Why do we often want to be first?  
 

3. How can you serve someone who will not be able to do anything in return? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: What is one way we can serve someone as a family? 
 

PRAY Lord help me to have a heart desiring to serve you and your children, to put others 
first above my needs. Amen 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
GENEROSITY IS ETERNAL  

 

 
 



 
 

DAY 8: GENEROSITY HAS AN ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE 
READ 1 John 2:15-17  

 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the 
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is 
from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides forever. 

CONNECT Consider the dot and line  below: 

•              ———————————————— 
The dot represents this life - a mere blip on the screen in terms of eternity. The 
line represents the expanse of eternity.  
 
Notice that life on this earth is only a tiny slice of the eternal existence of Christ's 
Kingdom. The dot is comprised of months, years and decades. While, the line has 
no end. Which has the greater significance for your life? 
 
Considering eternity, our life on this earth amounts to a short period of time. Yet, 
this life has eternal impact and consequences which last for eternity - both for 
ourselves and for others. 
 
So where is your focus? Is it on earth or on His eternal Kingdom?  

APPLY 1. We daily face the choice of following the world and all the sinful and transitory 
things it offers us. What are some of the things in our day and age that we are 
tempted to go after rather than the Lord? 

 
2. How do we resist the world's temptations? 

3. What can we joyfully invest ourselves in to make an eternal impact? 
 
FAMILY QUESTION: How can we focus on today to help others? 

 

PRAY Eternal Father, guide us by the Holy Spirit to invest my service and resources for 
Your eternal purpose instead of my own purposes. Amen.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 9: GENEROSITY IS NOT FOOLISH  
READ Luke 12:13-21  

 13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 
produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down 
my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 
goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your 
soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they 
be?’21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

CONNECT As Jesus was teaching the crowds, He told a parable that is often called the 
"Parable of the Rich Fool". Before considering what Jesus has to say about this 
rich man, we need to recognize that in our society he would be considered a very 
prudent man. He would be held up as a role model of a successful businessman.  
 
Jesus' point, of course, is that this man has placed his trust in the wrong place. His 
life may appear elegant in the here and now, but the transitory nature of life is 
such that it can all be gone in a minute. Jesus wants you to have your treasure 
stored up with Him. Jesus wants you to be His disciple. Jesus wants you to know 
the eternal importance of serving God, and not wealth.  

APPLY 1. In the parable, how was the rich man foolish? 
 
2. If our lives do not consist of our possessions, of what do they consist? 
 
3. When you die, what do you hope people will remember about you? 

 
FAMILY QUESTION: What is one thing your friends would say about you?  

 

PRAY Almighty God, all that we possess is from Your loving hand. Lead us to forsake all 
covetous desires and the excessive love of riches. Enable us to find our hope and 
security in You alone. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 10: GENEROSITY IS OUR BUSINESS 
READ Hebrews 13:20-21  

 20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 
covenant,21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in 
us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

CONNECT We must remember what business we are in. We are in the disciple-making 
business. We are not in the money business.  
 
Money has only one purpose in the church and that is to make disciples. The 
purpose of money in the church is to be used for making disciples of Jesus Christ. 
We seek for many more people to become followers of Christ and for those who 
are already Christian to be strengthened in their relationship with Him.  
 
Together, we are in the business to change lives for the sake of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ - that is it. We have no other reason to exist.  

APPLY 1. What first brought you to Our Savior Lutheran Church? Baptism? An 
Invitation? A Wedding? Etc.?  

 
2. What would you say is the purpose of our church family? 
 
3. What steps can you take to be actively involved in the "business" of the 

church? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: What’s your favorite thing about going to church? 
 

PRAY Generous Lord, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, lead each of us to proclaim the 
good news of Your salvation so that all who hear it may gladly receive saving faith 
in Jesus. Bless our renewed efforts in making disciples of all nations. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 11: GENEROSITY INVITES OTHERS TO PARTICIPATE 
READ Luke 14:12-14  

 12 He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a 
banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 13 But when you 
give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection 
of the just.” 

CONNECT As we respond to His invitation, we will discover that there is always an open seat 
at His banquet table. That open seat is waiting for us to invite someone new to sit 
next to us. That person might seem to have it all together - or might seem to have 
a mountain of issues and challenges - but he or she is out there - waiting for your 
invitation to the feast – waiting to be part of the family with you.   

APPLY 
 
 
 

 

1. Why don't we do what Jesus encourages us to do in this scripture? 
 

2. If we actually did what Jesus says, regularly inviting the least of these into 
our lives, what kind of effect might that have on us? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: What is one thing you know Jesus said in the Bible? 
 

PRAY Lord God, You have invited me to be seated at Your table. Give patience, wisdom 
and the proper response in showing the same extraordinary generosity, which I 
have received, to others; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 12: GENEROSITY MOVED BY THE SPIRIT 
READ Exodus 35:20-21, 29 - 20 Then all the congregation of the people of Israel departed 

from the presence of Moses. 21 And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him, 
and everyone whose spirit moved him, and brought the LORD's contribution to be 
used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the holy garments… 

29 All the men and women, the people of Israel, whose heart moved them to bring 
anything for the work that the LORD had commanded by Moses to be done 
brought it as a freewill offering to the LORD.  
Exodus 36:3-5 - 3 And they received from Moses all the contribution that the 
people of Israel had brought for doing the work on the sanctuary. They still kept 
bringing him freewill offerings every morning, 4 so that all the craftsmen who 
were doing every sort of task on the sanctuary came, each from the task that he 
was doing, 5 and said to Moses, “The people bring much more than enough for 
doing the work that the LORD has commanded us to do.”  

CONNECT For generations, God’s people lived in the land of Egypt as slaves. And then at 
once, everything they had ever known changed. They went from being slaves to 
free. God took them out of Egypt and led them into the wilderness where they 
would build the Tabernacle and where they would worship Him.  
 
Ordinary Israelites, run-of-the-mill people, former slaves, couldn’t be kept from 
bringing freewill offerings “every morning.” In fact, they gave so much that the 
artisans who did the actual construction told Moses that they had “more than 
enough gathered”. So, Moses had to do something. He did what no good leader 
ever does. He told them to stop giving. 
 
Why this willingness? Why the eagerness to give, to build and to create? Why this 
moment when the coffers of ex-slaves and wilderness-wanderers were full? Why 
this protracted instance of sumptuous giving?  
 
Why? Enter God’s Spirit. At the heart of this lavish generosity lies leaders full of 
the Spirit of God.  

APPLY 1. How is God stirring your heart? How is He nudging you to respond to His 
gifts of freedom, life and salvation?  
 

FAMILY QUESTION: How do you think the Holy Spirit works?  
 

PRAY O Lord, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, stir my heart to joyfully and freely 
respond to You. Amen.   

 



 
 

DAY 13: GENEROSITY IS A LEGACY 
READ Mark 10:17-27 17 As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him 

and knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good 
except God alone. 19 You know the commandments, ‘DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT 

COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, Do not defraud, HONOR 

YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.’” 20 And he said to Him, “Teacher, I have kept all these 
things from my youth up.” 21 Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to 
him, “One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 22 But at these words [a]he was 
saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much 
property.23 And Jesus, looking around, *said to His disciples, “How hard it will be 
for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 The disciples were 
amazed at His words. But Jesus *answered again and *said to them, “Children, 
how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They were 
even more astonished and said to Him, “[b]Then who can be saved?” 27 Looking at 
them, Jesus *said, “With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are 
possible with God.” 

CONNECT The man here had it all. But after speaking with Jesus he got a answer He didn’t 
want. None of his stuff mattered, the only thing that matter was Jesus.  
 
Only Jesus by Casting Crowns 
“I don’t want to leave a legacy. I don’t care if they remember me. Only Jesus. And 
I’ve only got one life to live. I’ll let every second point to Him. Only Jesus”  
 
As the main singer in Casting Crowns, Mark Hall said after writing Only Jesus 
”We’re living in a time of making a name for ourselves, and being known, and how 
do we want to be remembered, and what’s our legacy going to be” But when you 
look into scripture, no hero of the faith ever set out to be the one. No leader ever 
got up and said ‘I want to be a leader today. I want to be a hero today. I want to 
have followers today” 

APPLY 1. What does it mean to leave a legacy?  
 

2. How can you leave a legacy for Jesus?  
 
FAMILY QUESTION: What can I do today to point someone to Jesus? 
 

PRAY Father God, help me to live my life where people see you and not me, where they 
are drawn to your love, your care, your salvation. Amen  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A17-27&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24611a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A17-27&version=NASB#fen-NASB-24615b


 
 

 
DAY 14: GENEROSITY IS GENERATIONAL  
READ Psalm 78: 1-7 1 My people, hear my teaching;  listen to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth with a parable;  I will utter hidden things, things from of 
old—3 things we have heard and known, things our ancestors have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their descendants  we will tell the next generation 
the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done. 
5 He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which he 
commanded our ancestors to teach their children, 6 so the next generation would 
know them even the children yet to be born,  and they in turn would tell their 
children.7 Then they would put their trust in God  and would not forget his 
deeds  but would keep his commands. 

CONNECT “We will” is a statement of action; of doing. We all have someone in our lives who 
has done something for us because of Gods generosity and love towards them. 
Whether it is our parents, grandparents, a pastor, teacher…the list goes on.  The 
list goes on and on of stories of people who have shared Gods love with others 
because they first experienced in themselves.  
 
This becomes an action for us as well. As people who have been shown Gods love 
and generosity, we get to share that with others. We get to tell of His great love, 
we get to tell others of His grace, we get to care for those in need, we get to pass 
on the joy of salvation with others.  
 
So we will!!!!  

APPLY 1. How have you learned generosity?  
 
2. Who is someone who has taught you generosity? And how?  
 
3. What examples did they give you?  
 
4. How can you pass on examples of generosity to others?  

 
FAMILY QUESTION: What can we do as a family to point each other to Christ? 

 

PRAY Lord, give us your strength and willing hearts to tell others of your good deeds. To 
pass on what we know of you through your Word. Amen. 

 



 
 

 
GENEROSITY IS SACRIFICIAL 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
DAY 15: GENEROSITY IS TOUCHING 
READ John 13:3-5 - 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 

and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He 
laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then 
he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

CONNECT Jesus touched peoples’ lives physically, emotionally, and spiritually. One of the 
most amazing stories of Jesus’ physical touch occurs on the night of His betrayal in 
the Upper Room. Jesus has prepared an intimate Passover meal for His disciples.  
Jesus leads them through the sacred meal. During this meal, Jesus got up from the 
table, He poured water into a large basin and began to move from disciple to 
disciple, washing their feet.  
 
It is a moment where Jesus stoops and serves. It is a moment where Jesus does the 
job of a servant. It is a moment when the Creator lovingly touches His creation. 
And Jesus says, “Go and do the same.”  
 
As I give of my time, I am able to touch peoples’ lives. As I share my talents, I am 
able to touch peoples’ lives. As I give sacrificially of my treasure, I am able to touch 
peoples’ lives.  
 
But touch is unique in that it requires me to get involved in the messiness and 
brokenness of peoples’ lives and our world. Touch calls me to stoop and serve. It 
invites me into the role of a servant. And it is touching peoples’ lives physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually where we become the hands and feet of Jesus. 

APPLY 1. What are some ways that Jesus has called you to touch peoples’ lives 
physically, emotionally, or spiritually? 

 
2. What is holding you back from touching peoples’ lives? 
 
3. How can we as individuals to touch the lives of the people in our world? 

 
FAMILY QUESTION: What can we do as a family do to touch the lives of others? 

  

PRAY Merciful Father, lead me to repentance for my selfishness and fear of getting 
involved in the messiness of other's lives. Grant courage to step out of my comfort 
zone and the ability to become a person who touches lives like Jesus; through 
Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.   



 
 

DAY 16: GENEROSITY IS SACRIFICIAL  
READ 2 Corinthians 8:9-15 - 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his 
poverty might become rich. 10 And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits 
you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do 
it. 11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be 
matched by your completing it out of what you have. 12 For if the readiness is 
there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he 
does not have. 13 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, 
but that as a matter of fairness 14 your abundance at the present time should 
supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may 
be fairness. 15 As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and 
whoever gathered little had no lack.” 

CONNECT Sacrificial generosity is in direct conflict with our American culture. Our culture 
maintains the myth that we must be independent and provide for ourselves. Our 
culture says that we are responsible for our own success and finds that whatever 
success we have is ours to keep and to use for our own desires.  
 
Unfortunately, some believe that being generous is a matter of convenience. Some 
may think that we need to preserve wealth in order to meet our own needs. 
Others may want to give generously to the Kingdom of God, yet at the same time 
be sacrificial at their discretion. They give only what they can, when they can and 
never feeling burdened by a compulsion to give. But, as followers of Christ, we 
have a different perspective. We understand that everything we have belongs to 
God and is intended to be invested in the growth of His Kingdom. Our generosity 
seeks to be sacrificial in nature.  
 
Each week, in worship, I am invited to be sacrificial. The offering plate is passed 
and serves as a tool to help me avoid becoming so attached to this world and its 
temporary kingdoms of power, influence, and authority. This tool reminds me of 
my true purpose: building up the eternal Kingdom of God. This tool reminds me I 
am an instrument of God designed to distribute His resources for the Kingdom.  

APPLY 1. Satan seeks to frustrate the plans of God’s people. As you anticipate Satan’s 
attacks, how will he seek to hinder sacrificial giving from your life? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: How can we be sacrificial? Give up things to help others? 
 

PRAY Heavenly Father lead me in sacrificing my own wants for the needs of others; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.   



 
 

DAY 17: GENEROSITY THROUGH TIME 
READ Mark 5 (selected verses) - 22 Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus 

by name, and seeing [Jesus], he fell at his feet 23 and implored him earnestly, 
saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on 
her, so that she may be made well and live.” 24a And he went with him...25 And 
there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years,26 and who 
had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was 
no better but rather grew worse. 27 She had heard the reports about Jesus and 
came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment... 29 And immediately 
the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her 
disease... 32 And he looked around to see who had done it...  34 And he said to her, 
“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of 
your disease.”... 38 They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue... 40b  and 
took the child's father and mother and those who were with him and went in 
where the child was.41 Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,”  which 
means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42a And immediately the girl got up and 
began walking.  

CONNECT Let’s be honest life is hectic. There are many demands for our time. Every person 
has 168 hours in a week. Let’s say we work 40 hours and sleep 56 hours. That 
leaves us with 72 hours a week for everything else. Life has an uncanny way of 
quickly depleting those 72 hours. Time is precious. Once you’ve used it or wasted 
it, it can never be recovered. Thus, how we use our time is important. We live in a 
culture that provides many opportunities to waste our time. But strangely enough, 
we also live in a culture that sells numerous devices to help us manage our time.  
 
Jesus shows us how to live generously with our time. If Jesus had chosen to not 
live generously with His time in this moment, the story would have turned out 
much differently. And to be clear, Jesus lived life on mission. He was on His way to 
a life-changing meeting. He was going to raise a little girl from the dead. But in the 
midst of the quickened pace with a grieving father stressing the utter necessity of 
haste, Jesus slowed down to serve and to heal. He lived with a generosity of time. 

APPLY 1. How do I ensure that my time is wisely used for the purpose of caring and 
serving others? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: What can I do at school this week to care for others? 
 

PRAY Faithful God, pardon our offenses and renew what is lacking in us. Grant to us the 
proper and unselfish use of time. Lead us to accomplish those things which give 
You honor and glory. Amen.  



 
 

DAY 18: GENEROSITY IS REPENTANCE  
READ Matthew 5:21-24 

 21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not 
murder,[a] and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you 
that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister[b][c] will be subject to 
judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’[d] is answerable to 
the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. 
23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that 
your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of 
the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift. 
25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it 
while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to 
the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown 
into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last 
penny. 

CONNECT "Just because more than one thing is desired – and one is more highly sought 
than the other – does not mean that the other is not desired.  Make sense?  
Without a heart that pleases God, our gifts have limited value.  And without gifts 
that please God, our heart expression is limited.”   
  
"The gift helps your heart speak what it really feels.  And the heart makes your 

gift count for what it's really worth.  The gift and the heart - they work 
together." Plastic Donuts 

APPLY 1. Why do you think Jesus placed reconciliation before giving?  
 

2. What areas of our lives might need reconciliation or repentance before giving?  
 

FAMILY QUESTION: Who is one person you need to forgive?   
 

PRAY Lord, help me to recognize who I need to forgive and give me strength to reconcile 
with them. Amen  
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DAY 19: GENEROSITY IS OTHERS FIRST 
READ Matthew 20: 26-28  

 Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and 
whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

CONNECT Time and time again Jesus talks about service and putting others first. But what 
does that really mean? My selfish nature wants what I think I need; it doesn’t 
focus on others. Its inward focus; me focused.  
 
We first must acknowledge that we are imperfect, we must be open to receiving 
Gods grace, which makes us perfect. In that recognition we can focus on what 
Christ did for us, He serves us not by just how He loves and cares for us but by 
dying for us. For saving us. For giving us His life so that we may live and continue to 
be like Him in serving others as He first served us, by putting us first.  

APPLY 1. When has someone put you above their needs?  
 

2. How can you place others above you? 
 

3. What does it mean to serve others?  
 
FAMILY QUESTION: How can you serve someone? 
 

PRAY Lord help me to put others first in my home, at work, school and in my community. 
Amen  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 20: GENEROSITY IS LOSING YOUR SELF  
READ Matthew 16:25 

 25 For whoever wants to save their life[a] will lose it, but whoever loses their life for 
me will find it. 

CONNECT Listen to the Song “From The Inside Out” by Hillsong. Consider the lyrics in the 
second verse, of the song; “ Your will above all else, my purpose remains, the art 
of losing myself, in bringing You praise” If you have ever done a trust fall exercise, 
its not as simple as its made out to be. At first glance it seems simple enough to 
trust other to catch you right? However it can look pretty chaotic when we fall 
flailing our arms while having some doubt. That’s why the use of the word “art” 
works well here.  It denotes a struggle that we have in our sinful nature to fully 
trust.  Trusting in God’s will and plan instead of our own takes skillful and artful 
focus and faith that is not as easy.  This is always why Jesus talks about having the 
faith of a little child.  In our trust fall of life it’s not people who are going to catch 
us but God.  And is he always there with arms wide open to love us, forgive us, and 
remind us of his perfect will for us. It may not always look pretty when we fall 
backwards into His loving embrace but to have an artful losing of oneself takes 
100% trust. We can have confidence that God is 100% faithful and when we have 
that artful and skillful focus and trust in Him, He makes it a beautiful thing. 

APPLY 1. In what areas of your life can you trust in God instead of yourself? 
 

2. How can you continue to focus on God’s plan instead of your own? 
 
3. What does it look like when we lose our self and live for God and others? 
 
FAMILY QUESTION: After listening to the song discuss; why is “losing yourself” ok?  

 

PRAY Lord, help me to trust in you with all my heart, body, and soul.  You are faithful 
and have a plan for me.  Use my life to your glory that others may know more 
about your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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DAY 21: GENEROSITY IS EVERYTHING 
READ Mark 12:41-44 41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were 

put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many 
rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two very 
small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus 
said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the 
others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in 
everything—all she had to live on.” 

CONNECT Wow! Wait a minute the Bible talks about money and giving? Actually, Jesus talks 
about money and giving right here in Mark 12. Often, we can be uneasy about the 
topic of money in the church, it can make us feel uneasy and even can get us 
defensive.  
 
In Mark 12 we read about a woman who gave it all, yes you read that right, she 
gave it all; EVERYTHING. Take note, Jesus does not say that she gave what was left 
after paying for food, her home mortgage, or her kids soccer tournament. He says 
she gave “everything – all she had to live on”. 
 
I’m sure the rich people around her put much more than her in but she faithfully 
gave back to the Lord what she had received…EVERYTHING. And Jesus was clear 
that she gave more then the others.  
 
After this we don’t know what happened to the woman; did she leave and get an 
abundant amount of wealth? Or did she remain broke?  We do know that she was 
blessed and gave EVERYTHING.    
 
Maybe this section isn’t about money or giving and more about trust and faith.  

APPLY 1. How have you been blessed through your financial giving?  
 

2. What does it mean to give everything? 
 

3. How can I trust you Lord with everything? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: What is one way you trust the Lord? 
 

PRAY Lord help me to see that all I have; all my wealth is from you. Help me to give 
everything to you, to honor you with every gift you have given. Amen  

 



 
 

 
 

GENEROSITY IS GIVING 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

DAY 22:  GENEROSITY IS FROM THE HEART 
READ Matthew 6:19-24 

 19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy,[c] your whole 
body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy,[d] your whole body will 
be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that 
darkness! 24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love 
the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and money. 

CONNECT Why is it so hard to set our hearts correctly when money is concerned? Jesus says 
that where your heart will be in the same place is your treasure. He doesn’t say 
that money is bad, but He does say that we shouldn’t serve both.  
 
I can’t love money and choose to hold onto it; but I can use the gifts God has 
blessed me with to glorify Him, to serve Him, to share the good news of Jesus 
with others. I can be generous with what God has given me so that others may 
see Him and come to know Him and the gifts He gives. 

APPLY 1. Do your gifts engage your heart in worship?  
 

2. Do your gifts influence your lifestyle (or the other way around)?  
 

3. Do your gift amounts matter to you?  
 

FAMILY QUESTION: What gifts can you give to God?  
 

PRAY Lord help my heart to focus on you, on the things above as each day I have 
opportunities to point people to Your saving grace. Amen  
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DAY 23: GENEROSITY IS FOLLOWING 
READ John 14:15 – 16  

15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever 
 
Matthew 22:36-39 
 34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got 
together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’[c] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And 
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[d] 40 All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

CONNECT The more we do what He is asking us to do, the more we find the abundant life 
we are made for. God has loved us first and by His love I want to do something 
about it.  
 
Ultimately, we follow Jesus because we love God and we want others to receive 
that love.  When we love others, others can actually see God in and through us. 
Jesus said the “greatest of these is love”, He also said in John 13:35 “by this 
everyone will know you are my disciples, if you love one another”.  We give, we 
serve, we help, we love because of Him.  
 
Even when its uncomfortable, even when it’s hard, even when we don’t 
understand why; we love.  

APPLY 1. Has anyone done something for you so great that you can’t help but repay 
them?  
 

2. How can you today put someone else’s needs before yourself?  
 

FAMILY QUESTION: What does it mean that someone sees God in you?  
 

PRAY Heavenly Father give me your wisdom and strength to follow you, to keep your 
commands and love others as you have loved me. Amen 
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DAY 24: GENEROSITY IS WILLING 
READ 2 Corinthians 8: 1-15 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about 

the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very 
severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich 
generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even 
beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the 
privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5 And they exceeded our 
expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of 
God also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to 
bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But since you excel in 
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the 
love we have kindled in you[a]—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.  
8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by 
comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that 
you through his poverty might become rich.10 And here is my judgment about 
what is best for you in this matter. Last year you were the first not only to give 
but also to have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so that your eager 
willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your 
means.  12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what 
one has, not according to what one does not have.13 Our desire is not that others 
might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be 
equality. 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in 
turn their plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 15 as it is written: 
“The one who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who gathered 
little did not have too little.”[b] 

CONNECT God does not require us to give gifts that are beyond our ability. Nor does He 
expect us to give gifts that are below our ability to give. When most people think 
“according to my ability” or “according to what one has”, they think of one ability 
– their income. But in reality, we have multiple abilities from which we can give.   

APPLY 1. Have you ever given because you felt compelled to give? How did that feel? 
 

2. Have you given from a sacrificial gift from a willing heart? How did that feel? 
What makes the difference?  

 
FAMILY QUESTION: Talk about a gift you gave someone that made you excited.  

 

PRAY Lord help me to know your grace, help me to see the richness I have through 
knowing you so that others might come to know you. Amen  
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DAY 25: GENEROSITY IS BIBLICAL   
READ Deuteronomy 16:16-17 

 16 Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the 
place he will choose: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks 
and the Festival of Tabernacles. No one should appear before the LORD empty-
handed: 17 Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your 
God has blessed you. 

CONNECT Because the Levitical descriptions of offerings and sacrifices we tend to think God 
gave exact amounts for the Israelites to offer.  
 
What does ability giving look like today?  

• Profit and possessions; Lifestyle choices and Faith abilities  
 
The Two Percent Perspective:   

• Two percent of all income in the U.S., on average, goes toward charitable 
or religious causes  

• Of nearly 2,000 mentions of various gifts in Scripture, only 40 of these 
pertain to the tithe (roughly 2%)  

  
A tithe-only focus on giving is vastly incomplete.  Jesus didn’t clarify the tithe for 
us, nor did any of the New Testament writers.  They reinforced these Acceptable 
Gift Truths…  
 
“When we give according to our ability, we honor the One who gave all of His 
ability” – Plastic Donuts  

APPLY 1. What are your initial reactions to how ‘ability giving’ looks?  
 

2. Some people have said that it the tithe was an Old Testament thing. What is 
your beliefs?  

 
3. How are we called by God to give?  

 
FAMILY QUESTION: Discuss as a family what you give to the church; time, talents, 
and treasures.  

  
PRAY Father, help me see that all gifts are from you. Guide me and my family to honor 

you with our gifts physically and monetary. Amen  
 

 



 
 

DAY 26: GENEROSITY IS GIVING 
READ Acts 2:42-47 - And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and 

the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon 
every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles.  And all who believed were together and had all things in 
common.  And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing 
the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And 
the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 
Acts 4:32-35 -  Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart 
and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, 
but they had everything in common.  And with great power the apostles were 
giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 
upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were 
owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 
sold  and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had 
need. 

CONNECT In giving money away generously, we are making a bold statement to ourselves 
and others that we are not serving money and that we have not believed its lies 
about the security that it offers. In giving money away generously, especially to 
Jesus' work through the church, we are saying we will use the wealth that God has 
entrusted to us for God's ends.  
 
Now, don't fall into the trap of saying that you can give a generous amount to the 
church and then cling like crazy to the rest. Remember, it all belongs to God. We 
always have to wrestle with the role of money (and possessions) and how we 
faithfully follow Jesus. This will continue to be a constant struggle for us.  
 
Those Christians, in today’s reading, were united in a common purpose and way of 
life. For, generous giving can break the power of wealth and put money in its 
proper place. Let’s follow their example and strive to place our trust in the only 
one ultimately worthy of that trust, Jesus our Lord.  

APPLY 1. How does giving of your financial resources encourage greater giving of your 
whole life to God? 

FAMILY QUESTION: How can we give to God and the church?  
 

PRAY Heavenly Father, lead us to be devoted to You and to one another; in the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 



 
 

DAY 27: GENEROSITY IS A DECISION 
READ 2 Corinthians 9: 6-8 

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have 
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is 
written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness 
endures forever.”[a] 

CONNECT Our gifts can please God and delight His heart. He notices!  
 
“Are we looking for a rule to follow so we can check it off the list? Or does a strict 
rule help soothe a sense of guilt and confusion?” – Plastic Donuts  
 
Wouldn’t it be nice if scripture said… worship this often, serve at this time each 
day, fast this many days a year? The Bible isn’t the IRS, your mortgage company, or 
your utility company. God doesn’t set a price, a fee, an amount, or a formula for 
giving. This is true throughout the Old and New Testament. According to scripture 
giving is more about a personal relationship. That’s good news! 

APPLY 1. How have you determined how much to give to the Lord in the past?  
 

2. How did you choose that standard on which to base that giving?  
 

3. Do you consider your giving as an act of obedience because God commands it 
or as an act of worship because God deserves our gifts?  

 
FAMILY QUESTION: What choice can you make today?  

 

PRAY Lord help me this week reflect on the decisions I make, help them to glorify you. 
Amen  
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DAY 28: GERNEROSITY IS SHARING YOUR RESOURCES  
READ Matthew 14:13-21 

 13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a 
solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the 
towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 
them and healed their sick.15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him 
and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds 
away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”16 Jesus 
replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 
17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 
18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on 
the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he 
gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The 
number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and 
children. 

CONNECT 2 loaves and 5 fish wouldn’t feed thousands of people…once again God works 
differently than what we can comprehend. He took the resources provided and 
multiplied them enough to feed thousands of people, and not just a bite per 
person…enough to where they were satisfied…FULL… plus leftovers.  

APPLY 1. List off some things for which you have extra of (like 4 pairs of shoes, when you 
only need 1). How has God blessed you materially? 
 

2. In the story of the loaves and fish, Jesus multiplies the resources to match the 
needs. Where have you seen this in your life?  

 
3. What are some non-material blessings God has given you? How might you 

share these with others?  
 

FAMILY QUESTION: Make a list of 10 blessings from God.  
 

PRAY God open my eyes to see the resources that you have given me and help me to see 
how to use my resources to share with others. Amen  

 
 



 
 

 
GENEROSITY IS FAITH DRIVEN  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 29: GENEROSITY IS INTENTIONAL 
READ Ephesians 5:15-17 

 15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the 
most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be 
foolish but understand what the Lord’s will is. 

CONNECT Being intentional in one's giving means to develop a plan for your giving and then 
follow through with that plan. To be wise, to be intentional, to be purposeful.  
 
If you are to give as you have made up your mind, then you must have made up 
your mind. To be intentional means to make up your mind - To develop a plan for 
giving - And then to "walk the walk" as you turn that plan into action.  

APPLY 1. What prevents you or gets in your way from being intentional in your giving? 
 
2. What are ways in which you can become more intentional in your response 

to God? 
 

3. What is one step you can take today to plan to give intentionally?  
 

FAMILY QUESTION: Share your plan with the family, teach your children how to 
be intentional with giving.  
 

PRAY Merciful Lord, lead and guide us to be intentional in all that I am and do, even in 
my giving to Your work; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
DAY 30: GENEROSITY IS REGULAR 
READ 1 Corinthians 16:1-4  

 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of 
Galatia, so you also are to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each of you is to 
put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no 
collecting when I come. 3 And when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit 
by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem. 4 If it seems advisable that I should go 
also, they will accompany me. 

CONNECT As we think about regular giving, we need to recognize that people received 
income in Biblical times very differently than most of us receive income today. In 
Biblical times, it was most common for workers to receive their income at the 
end of each day. At the end of the workday, all the workers lined up for their 
pay.  
 
To be regular in giving means to set something aside each day and give it in 
worship each week.  
 
In our day, to be regular in giving means that whenever you receive income, and 
however you receive income, you give according to your predetermined plan.  
 
Notice that there is a strong connection between intentional giving and regular 
giving. To be regular means that you follow your intentional plan, according to 
your own specific way of receiving income. 
 
Remember! Don't lose sight of why we give! We give in response to Jesus' 
generosity and to help more people meet Him. 

APPLY 1. Is your giving regular or sporadic? 
 

2. How would regular giving increase both the proportion and the joy of 
generosity?  

 
FAMILY QUESTION: What does it mean to do something regular?  
 

PRAY Gracious God, we give thanks for Your love and good work in our lives. Direct 
our steps and guide our ways as we endeavor to have lifestyles of consistent 
regular patterns of giving to the Lord and His work among us. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

 



 
 

 
DAY 31: GENEROSITY IS FIRST 
READ Deuteronomy 26:1-4  

 1 “When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an 
inheritance and have taken possession of it and live in it, 2 you shall take some of 
the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that 
the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go 
to the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name to dwell 
there. 3 And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, 
‘I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that 
the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.’ 4 Then the priest shall take the basket 
from your hand and set it down before the altar of the LORD your God. 

CONNECT Giving first means giving first to God and then living off the rest.  
 
Giving first means that when I receive income, the first check I write is to the 
church. Before I pay my bills, before I head for the grocery store, I give to the 
Lord’s work through my local church. This way, I am certain to give to God first 
and live on the rest, rather than meeting my wants and needs first and giving God 
the leftovers.  
 
Giving first is an essential key to living generously. Daily, we are bombarded with 
thousands of messages telling us that we will be happier if only we purchase this 
product or that. These messages are very sophisticated - And they work. If you 
don't give to God first, you will short-change God every time. You will use your 
money in pursuit of this dream or that dream and God will get what is left.  
 
If you're going to live a generous life, the key is to be intentional, regular and to 
give first.  

APPLY 1. We're pretty sure that Our Savior would not know what to do with a pile of 
grain dropped off on the front lawn of church. So, what does giving first look 
like for you? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: How can you give to God first?  
 

PRAY Almighty God, grant us contentment in the earthly blessings that You provide for 
me and my family. Continue to provide encouragement and strength as I work 
towards giving first to God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 
 



 
 

DAY 32: GENEROSITY AND YOUR HEART 
READ Luke 12:32-34  

 32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with 
moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, 
where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also. 

CONNECT Did you know that there is a great connection between your generosity and your 
heart? In Luke 12, Jesus shows our heart's role. And it's important!  
 
In today’s reading, Jesus shows that generosity begins with our actions not our 
thoughts. For, our actions lead our thinking far more effectively than our thinking 
leads our actions.  
 
For example, if I wait until I feel like giving, then I may never get to the action. If, 
on the other hand, I trust in God's promise, and simply start giving, I will find that 
my attitudes toward giving will quickly change. I become invested in Him and His 
work around me.  
 
What this all means is that what God's people do with their money has a profound 
impact on their heart and their relationship with the Lord. To put it as directly as 
possible - you have God's promise that if you grow in your giving, you will grow in 
your relationship with Jesus. 

APPLY 1. Do you see this intimate connection between our treasure and our heart?   
 
2. At this time, where is your treasure and your heart invested in?  
 
3. The Lord accomplishes His work in and through us. What good work do you 

see Him doing among us at Our Savior? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: What is the best treasure God gives us?  
 

PRAY O God, create in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit within me. Strengthen 
me, renew my actions and grant me a heart for You. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 33: GENEROSITY AND TRUST 
READ Matthew 6:25-34 - 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, 

what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put 
on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the 
birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which 
of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are 
you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you 
of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all 
these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added 
to you. 34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be 
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

CONNECT In the Lord's Prayer, we pray that God would "give us this day our daily bread." In 
light of this prayer request, consider the following from Luther's Small Catechism.  
 
Give us this day our daily bread.  - What does this mean? God certainly gives daily 
bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this 
petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with 
thanksgiving.  
 
What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with 
the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, 
home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, 
devout workers, devout or faithful rulers, good government, good weather, 
peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and 
the like.  

APPLY 1. In the past, when has God not provided for you? 
 
2. Will He provide for you today? Tomorrow? How do you know? 
 
FAMILY QUESTION: How does God provide for us as a family?  

PRAY Heavenly Father, teach us to trust in You even when the future seems uncertain. 
Grant us contentment and the confidence that the Lord will give us what we need 
each day. Amen.   



 
 

 
DAY 34: GENEROSITY IS MERCIFUL 
READ Luke 6:27-38  27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to 

those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone 
takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who 
asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to 
others as you would have them do to you.32 “If you love those who love you, what 
credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good 
to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do 
that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love 
your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get 
anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most 
High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful. 

CONNECT Today, Jesus asks us to be merciful to others just as the Father has been merciful 
to us.  To receive mercy is to not get something we deserve. 
 
God had every right to punish us, He had the right to throw us where we belong, 
but instead He had mercy on us.  We have messed up and fallen short and deserve 
the consequence of hell.  BUT there is endless mercy for us in Jesus. Mercy that 
extends beyond what we can comprehend and we can soak it all in! 

APPLY 1. How have I seen Gods mercy in my life? 
 

2. How can I show Gods mercy to someone in my life?  
 

FAMILY QUESTION: How can I shine Jesus to others?  
 

PRAY Thank you, Lord, for saving me, thank you for showing me your mercy. Help me to 
show others your mercy today. Amen  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 35: GENEROSITY IS AT HOME 
READ Deuteronomy 6: 4-6  

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. a 5Love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6These 
commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your 
houses and on your gates. 

CONNECT Before we go out and teach others, be generous to others and point others to 
Christ we must first remember that we are living out our faith in our home. To 
spend time with God with the most important people to us glorifies God. In these 
times we can talk with our spouse, kids, siblings, etc about what He has done for 
us. He has sent His son to die for us and that’s the most amazing gift we could ask 
for. Who better to share that with then our families?   
 
In this passage it doesn’t just say to talk about and learn about these things while 
we are at home, but also while we are in the car, at the game, walking to the store. 
Scripture here tells us to do these things with the people we love ALL the time, 
starting at home. 

APPLY 1. How can I be a better witness of Gods love today in my home?  
 

2. Are their ways I can engage in Godly conversations at home?  
 

FAMILY QUESTION:  What can we do at home to talk about Jesus daily?  
 

PRAY Lord, today in our house help us to be generous to each other. Help us to teach 
each other your grace, your mercy, and your love so that we may go out and share 
with others about you. Amen  

 

 
 
 

 

https://biblehub.com/niv/deuteronomy/6.htm#footnotes
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/6-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/6-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/6-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/6-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/6-9.htm


 
 

 
GENEROSITY IS ALL IN  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

DAY 36: GENEROSITY PRODUCES GRATITUDE 
READ 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  

 16 Rejoice always,17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

CONNECT We could fill each day with genuine gratitude: 

• “Thank You, God, for this new day.” 

• “Thank You for life so that I can serve You.” 

• “Thank You for each breath I can use to praise You.” 

• “Thank You for health.” 
But somehow, we often make the choice to turn from all that we’ve received 
and to focus on what we still want. We minimize the blessings of life and 
magnify every negative circumstance we encounter. The complaints begin: 

• “I can’t believe the nursery workers are late again today.” 

• “I am sick and tired of this lousy weather.” 

• “Why can’t the kids remember to pick up after themselves?” 

• “Nobody appreciates me.” 
 
The grateful heart collects reasons for gratitude! A zillion diamonds sparkle 
against the velvet of your sky every night. Thank you, God. Your lungs inhale 
and exhale eleven thousand liters of air every day. Your heart will beat about 
three billion times in your lifetime. Your brain is a veritable electric generator 
of power. Thank you, God. 
 
To reflect on your blessings is to rehearse God’s accomplishments. To rehearse 
God’s accomplishments is to discover His heart. To discover His heart is to 
discover not just good gifts but the Good Giver.  

APPLY 1. How would you assess your ability to give thanks?  
 
2. How might you be more thankful? 

 
FAMILY QUESTION: What is one thing I am thankful for today?  

 

PRAY Gracious God, thank you for all that you provide. Direct our steps, guide our 
ways and keep us as a people of prayer. For the sake of Jesus, Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 37: GENEROSITY IS GENEROUS 
READ 2 Corinthians 8:1-11 - We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God 

that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of 
affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed 
in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their 
means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging 
us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, 
not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the 
will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he 
should complete among you this act of grace. 7 But as you excel in 
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our 
love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. 8 I say this not as a 
command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 
genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might 
become rich. 10 And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a 
year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. 11 So now 
finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by 

your completing it out of what you have.  

CONNECT God's incredible generosity is the basis for any call for generous giving on the 
part of God's people. Since God provides us with all that we need, we will 
always have enough. Because God has blessed us so generously, we can, and 
must, give generously to others; even those in need.  

APPLY 1. Where did you learn be to be generous? 
 

2. How has someone else's generosity touched you and shaped your 
practice of:  

• Sharing the Gospel? 

• Caring for Others? 

• Serving Those in Need? 

• Giving? 
 

3. Who continues to influence you in generous living? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: Who has shown you to be thankful?  
 

PRAY Lord God, bless us with a generous spirit and abundant joy even in poverty. 
Amen.  

 



 
 

DAY 38: GENEROSITY IS SHARING YOUR FAITH  
READ Philippians 1:3-6  

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine 
for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

CONNECT Spend sometime today thinking of people who God has placed in your life who 
have shared their faith with you. Friends, parents, grandparents, siblings, youth 
leaders, pastors, teachers, coaches. Celebrate who God has placed in your life 
today who have shared their faith with you.  

APPLY 1. Who can you thank God for today?  
 

2. How do you show your joy? 
 

3. Who can you share with your faith today? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: How can we tell others about Jesus?  
 

PRAY Lord, Thank you for placing people in my life to share their faith with me. Help me 
to be bold and willing to share my faith with others. Amen  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DAY 39: GENEROUSITY IMITATES 
READ 1 Peter 2: 21- 25 

 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, 
neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in 
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to 
him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that 
we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been 
healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

CONNECT Because of Jesus, we are God’s beloved children. Like little children who repeat 
everything that their parents say and do, we seek to imitate and pattern our lives 
after our Heavenly Father.  
 
Have you ever noticed that we learn best by watching others? By watching others, 
we learn how to do everything from making a grilled-cheese sandwich to changing 
the oil of the car. So, too, with God. God says, “Imitate me, I am the Giver, the One 
who ‘so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son’” (John 3:16).  Stemming 
from love, the God who owns infinite wealth gave up the one thing that was 
irreplaceable – His only Son – Jesus. 
 
Recall these familiar words from the hymn “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” (LSB #685 
VS 1): 
Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure, Through a world that would 
deceive us And to sin our spirits lure. Onward in His footsteps treading, Pilgrims 
here, our home above, Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father’s 
bidding. Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow where You guide.  

APPLY 1. Who have you watched and learned about faith from? 
 

2. How can you imitate Christ and walk with Him? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: What is something you can do to be like Jesus?  
 

PRAY Jesus help me to follow you and imitate you in all I do. Help me to do you will so 
that others may come to know you. Amen 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
DAY 40: GENEROSITY DOES NOT STOP 
READ Ephesians 5:1-2 & 15-21  

 1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God... 15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making 
the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be 
foolish but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk 
with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything 
to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one 
another out of reverence for Christ. 

CONNECT Today, marks the end of our 40-Day Study on IMITATE. But, this is not the end 
of our journey. For, we will continue to walk in love for God and for one 
another! 
 
Don’t stop this journey. Imitate His heart and His walk. Let His love motivate 
you to share the gospel generously, to care for others generously and to serve 
in His name generously! 

APPLY 1. What routines and habits could we have that help us see God at work (and 
His love for us)? 

 
2. As we walk in our heavenly Father’s footsteps, what characteristics and 

qualities can I seek to imitate? 
 

FAMILY QUESTION: What can we continue to day to follow Jesus’ footsteps? 
Make a plan as a family and hang it on the fridge!  
 

PRAY Gracious God, bless us as individuals and as a church family. As we are 
renewed, lead us to rely on You each day. Equip us to share the gospel, to care 
for others and to serve in Your name. Amen.  
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