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Reverent Reflections
As many of you know, I am a cat lover. I like dogs - when they belong to someone 
else. They're just not my pet of choice. So, when a colleague suggested that I 
embrace a few dogs I was a little hesitant. We were talking about change and 
challenge in our personal lives and congregations. As I listened, I said, "Wow, 
you're dealing with a lot of stuff." "Yeah," she said, "I just call them my dogs." 
She smiled. “I just try to love them and take care of them." 
 "Dogs?" 
 "Yeah. D-elightful O-pportunities for G-rowth." 
 We both laughed. I appreciated the acrostic; but the more I think about it, the 
more I consider it an apt analogy. Every challenge in our lives is a delightful 
opportunity for growth. The choice is there for us to embrace, enjoy, and nurture 
the opportunity presented through any given set of circumstances. God can use the 
most unlikely situations and people to help us grow in grace, faith, patience, 
compassion, or courage.  We can choose to resist change and ignore these 
opportunities, or we can cozy up to them, play around with them, sit with them. 
We might just learn to enjoy them.
 Like real dogs DOG's aren't so much adopted by someone. Instead a DOG 
often adopts us. It sits around on our back step waiting to be noticed. We shoo it 
away, but it keeps coming back. Eventually we have to decide what and how to 
feed it. DOG's are better life companions when they are well fed: nurtured with 
thought, prayer, and the Word of the Lord. DOG's need exercise, too. It helps to 
take them for a walk every once in a while. When we walk with new ideas, new 
lifestyles, new experiences we exercise our imaginations and strengthen our 
muscle of faith. Take a walk with a DOG. You just might see your world from a 
whole new perspective.       

In Christ,
 Bobbie 



Session Highlights – February 18, 2019 
Many of the light bulbs in the building have been changed to LED. The parking 
lot bulbs have also been updated to LED. The March communion will on March 
10, 2019 because Rev. Bella will be away on March 3, 2019. The Ash 
Wednesday service will focus on life and recreation a more uplifting way to 
prepare for the resurrection. The Easter service will begin at 10am. The new 
weather cancellation policy  was put in place. It will be on Channel 5’s closure/
delay banner.  The week Rev. Bella is away a minister will be available for 
pastoral care. The name and contact information will be in the bulletin. Bible 
school will not take place this summer. Instead of Be the Church Sunday bags 
will be packed with supplies and given to people in need in the community. 
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 NORTHWEST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
TREASURER’S REPORT ~ JANUARY 2019 

NORTH SIDE BANK 
   Beginning Balance   $31,176.44 
   Ending Balance   $32,205.28 
         OPERATING FUND  10 UP PLEDGE FUND 
Beginning Balance             $< 36,157.46>        $ 44,882.49 

Income          11,548.78        5,329.00 
Expense         15,848.94               0.00 
Monthly Profit/Loss        <4,300.16>        5,329.00 

Ending Balance (Cumulative)            < $ 40,457.62 >  $ 50,211.49 

SON Ministries received $36.23 in January from the Loose Coins/Hunger Offering. 
Acts of Compassion received $130.10 in January to support PDA/International mission.  

CASH AND SECURITIES                                                                                      
CURRENT ASSETS - 1/31/19 

Bank              $   32,205.28 
Money Market       33,436.07 
CD      101,283.14 
Covenant Fund      25,242.05 
Ameritrade       24,721.59 
TOTAL CASH AND SECURITIES  216,888.13 

ALLOCATED 
Capital Fund (10UP)            $   50,211.49 
Memorial Fund      22,451.41 
Total Allocated      72,662.90 
Reserve for Operating Expenses         $ 144,225.23                     
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Forever Youngs
On March 8th we will be going to                        
for lunch at noon. Please call Marian Baird with 
your reservations. 

Thank You Note
Bill and Mary Lou Thompson would like to thank all of you for your prayers, cards, calls, food,  
patient sitting, helping to transfer Bill into and out of the car for appointments, visits and 
encouragement through all of this. Bill suffered a major heart attack on Jan 4th with 3 stents put in. 
He came home on 11th and was slowly doing better but on Jan 21st, his BP dropped and he fell and 
broke his ankle. He had to wait until the 29th for the surgery. Docs had trouble regulating BP. which 
required a fourth stay in the hospital. Unfortunately he is not allowed to put any weight on the foot so 
it means "hop on one foot: until at least March 27th. We use a wheel chair for most of his 
movement. When he gets over a cold, we will be back in church.  

Presbyterian Women
We will meet at 12:30 pm on 
March 6th. The hostess will be 
identified next week. We will 
study chapters 24-26 of Bob 
Goff's LOVE DOES.

Deadline for the April mouse is Saturday March 23rd.
 Don't forget to set your clock forward on   
  Saturday March 10th. 
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UPCOMING LENT/EASTER WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Ash Wednesday – March 6:  7:00 PM service at NWCC
Pleasant Run will join us for this service.   

Maundy Thursday – April 18: 7:00 PM service at Pleasant Run Presbyterian Church NWCC is encouraged to attend this 
very impactful service. Communion will be served.

Good Friday – April 19:  NWCC joins other congregations in a combined choir and 
service at Groesbeck United Methodist Church. (Groesbeck UMC, Hope Lutheran, 
St. Paul United Church of Christ, Emmanuel Temple, St. Ann Catholic).

Easter Sunrise – April 21:  6:45 AM service at Pleasant Run Presbyterian Church      
Breakfast will be provided & served by Pleasant Run immediately following the service.  

Easter Service – April 21:  10:00 AM service at NWCC 
Pleasant Run will join us for this service.

During the Lenten Season, Pastor Bobbie will be leading a Bible Study at NWCC, 
“Redeeming Love: A Study of Ruth” on the following Wednesdays at 1:00 PM:
March 13, March 20, March 27, April 3, April 10

*In April, the Contemporary Worship service will be moved from the regular third Sunday of the month to the last Sunday, 
April 28th, because of Easter. 



Who Am I?  
Favorite Bible verse: Isaiah 40:31
One of my fondest church memories is:  Being an acolyte when I was 8 and 9 
years old
One thing people would be surprised to know about me:  
  I studied for 2-years at Michigan State University to learn to sell a
  service farm machinery.
Favorite ice cream flavor: Butter Pecan    
Favorite hymn:  Our God Reigns
Favorite movie:  Blind side
If I could travel anywhere, Hungary
In my spare time, I do home improvement projects   
Favorite color: Green 
Most recent book I read (other than the Bible): Sailboat Church
Who Am I?  Find out in next month’s Church Mouse! 

Last months Who Am I was Bobbie Bella.

 ?
 ?  ?

 ?

Christian One Liners
Don't let your worries get the best of you; Remember, Moses started out as a    
   basket case.
Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited   Until you try to sit in their    
   pews. 
Many folks want to serve God,   But only as advisers. 
The good Lord didn't create anything without a purpose,   But mosquitoes come     
  close. 
When you get to your wit's end   You'll find God lives there. 
People are funny; they want the front of the bus,   Middle of the road, And back of    
  the church. 
Opportunity may knock once,   But temptation bangs on the front door forever. 
Quit griping about your church;   If it was perfect, you couldn't belong. 
We're called to be witnesses, not lawyers or Judges. 
God Himself doesn't propose to judge a man until  he is dead. So why should 
  you? 
Some minds are like concrete   Thoroughly mixed up and permanently set. 
I don't know why some people change churches; What difference does it make 
which one you stay home from?  
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