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Reverent Reflections
It’s that time of year when many of us think about gardening. Maybe you have a garden in your 
backyard or you have rented a plot in a community garden. You’ve planted tomatoes, peppers, and 
cucumbers and you are anxiously contemplating the salsa and pickles that will fill your pantry. Perhaps 
you’ve planted begonias, geraniums, and impatiens in your flowerbeds or created hanging colorful 
baskets of petunias. Most of us buy plants at local nurseries, but if you are really industrious and 
patient you may have started your tomatoes and flowers weeks ago by planting seeds. No matter what 
you’re growing or how your garden started, by now something beautiful is happening. 
 Gardens are amazing wondrous places. Who can't explain it? You put a seed or a seedling in the 
ground, and in a few short weeks that seedling has transformed into healthy beautiful blossoms or tasty 
additions to your dinner table. This delightful cooperative aspect of our world is a creative 
phenomenon which has been repeating itself for thousands of years. Over that time we human beings 
have learned more and more about plant life and gardening. We've learned how to fertilize, protect, and 
even create new and different plants. 
 Yet, most of us can’t explain what goes on inside those little seeds. There is something 
mysterious, miraculous, and unknown about a garden – and that’s okay. We don’t have to be scientific 
experts, understanding the biology and chemistry of plant life, in order to grow a garden. We simply 
need faith, patience, and hard work. 
 The same is true for our lives as Christians. If we wish to grow in our relationship with God, if 
we seek to be more Christlike and grow in grace, we do not have to be theological experts. We simply 
need faith, patience – and some hard work. We may have many questions about God, Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit, or the Bible. In this life we will never fully understand the things of God – and that’s okay. We 
do not have to have all the answers. 
 Our faith is like a garden. Our plants need regular attention: light, water, good soil, and nutrients. 
We need to weed our garden frequently so the plants have room to grow. So our faith needs regular 
attention. We need to be grounded in the Word, rooted in a supportive community, to allow the Spirit 
of God to rain down in our hearts, and to be bathed frequently in the light of God’s presence – prayer. 
We need to weed regularly – examination and confession. Above all, we need to trust that the faith that 
God has planted in our hearts not by our own wisdom, knowledge, and efforts, but by the steadfast 
love and grace of God, will grow, blossom, and flower in fruitful glory. This is God’s will for our 
lives. 
 Later this summer we will look out at our gardens and flowerbeds and smile, pleased with the 
colorful flowers and fruit. I can imagine God gazing upon  his people with similar joy and pleasure. 
My, how we’ve         
grown!             
 In Christ,  
      



Mission Committee Report
NWLSD- We will collect single subject notebooks for the district. The goal is 750 notebooks.  We will begin 
collecting in July.
Winton Hills Summer program-  We will be collecting art supplies for art projects. Look for 
announcements in the bulletin in the following weeks.  If you are interested in volunteering your time, even 
for one day, see Doris Haubner.  The program will run through the month of June and the first two weeks of 
July. 
Kings Closet- through the summer months we will have “open hours” every Wednesday from 6-8 for anyone 
who want to stop by and sort, hang and organize. The key is in the Kings Closet mailbox. 
Fall Mission Event- This will be at the church in place of worship. The date is September 22nd.   We will 
have multiple activities at the church and a few outside. Some of the activities will be, making fleece blankets 
for St. Joseph’s orphanage, bagging toiletries for DDS clients, and making cards for the deacons. Some of the 
other projects, singing hymns at a dementia/Alzheimer’s unit, landscaping at the high school, or working 
outside at the church. 
We will provide a brunch to eat during and/or after the jobs depending on what you choose!!
                           
Compassion offerings- These will now take place as a collection during the last hymn. We will be sitting for 
the last hymn to make the collecting go smoothly.
 a. June- NWLSD
 b. July- Fall mission project
 c. Aug- Fall mission project
 d. Sept- Navigators
 e. Oct- Christmas giving
 f. Nov-Christmas giving 
 g. Dec- International mission
 Thank you for your amazing support of all our mission giving. It you have any suggestions please see 
any member of the mission committee.  Jean Denny, Cari Wynne, Doris Haubner, Jim Irvine, Karen Ruff, Jan 
West, Bill Moore, Tori Lowry, Steve Liming, Pat Ossenschmidt. 

Women’s Guild
The Women's Guild voted to stop meeting. 
The need for our group is over. We will make a 
decision on the money left in our account 
soon. Thankfully others have taken over the 
running of the rummage sales for the last two 
years since most of our women are no longer 
well enough to work. The plan is to have a 
rummage sale in November. It will be 
necessary for the next generations to step up 
and help if the sales are to continue.

Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women will meet for lunch on June 
5th at O Charley's on Crookshank at noon. Pleas 
let Joan Southwood know if you plan to attend. 
We will be starting a new book in the fall. 
Selection is in process.

Forever Youngs
Our June lunch will be at the Outback on 
Colerain Avenue at noon on Friday June 
14th. Please call carol Hull (923 9315) 
with your reservation. 

Thank You
I would like to thank everyone who showed 
up for our work day May 11th, it was very 
much appreciated. Thank you.
 Allen Rahm

July mouse deadline is 
  Saturday June 22nd


