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Reverent Reflections
I’ve seen a few floating around in the air, an occasional flake has gone “splat” on my
windshield, but as of this writing Southern Ohio has not seen any measurable lasting
accumulation of snow. If I were speaking out loud I would be whispering that last word. Not
that I am superstitious, but many of us reluctantly welcome this winter wonder. It’s beautiful;
but it’s slippery and dangerous and an awful lot of extra work and hassle. Do I think we will
get through the next few months without it? Not a chance. Winter and snow, in some shape
or form, will come.
The shapes and forms are all different, too. At least, that’s what scientists tell us. The
molecular makeup of snow crystals is such that the odds of two snowflakes being exactly
identical are slim to none. Did you know that those pictures on the snowflake stamp came
from actual photographs of snow crystals taken by a California physicist? He has many more
on his website, snowcrystals.com, and they are all amazingly different. Each snowflake is
unique; which simply adds to the beauty and wonder of a winter snowfall.
Yet the structure of a snowflake is relatively simple. Snow crystals are hexagons – ice
crystals – water, H2O – and nothing more. They are composed of the most basic, common
substance on our planet. More complex chemical compounds abound, but they are no rivals
for the beauty of a snowflake. Is there anything more lovely than fresh fallen snow drifting
over the hillside?
However, this tiny natural phenomenon can have a huge impact. Gathered together
these miniature marvels change the entire landscape for weeks on end. They push us toward
necessary, sometimes uncomfortable, sometimes delightful change. They are a force of
beauty and power, a source of joy and excitement. What could match the delight of children
making snow angels, of sailing down a hill in a flying disc, of catching snowflakes on your
tongue?
Come to think of it, Christians are all lot like snowflakes. Each of us is uniquely different,
personally and individually crafted by the Creator to reflect his light in unique ways. We have
humble beginnings. We are small but mighty. We are common everyday people, mere
human beings, and yet gathered together we have the potential to be instruments of beauty
and power and change. What can match the power of the cross working in the lives of faithful
disciples?
Snow will come with its inevitable challenges and frustrations. When it comes may we
know patience, safety, and protection – and awe and delight at the wonder and beauty of
creation; and may we recognize our own potential, as Christians and as the Church, to
positively impact the world around us for our Lord and his Kingdom that definitely, inevitably
comes.
Faithfully,
Pastor Bobbie

God bless you
each day of the
new year
and keep you
in His loving care.

Page 2

