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Reverent Reflections
Back in the fall, someone told me that we were going to have a really bad winter based on the
color of a caterpillar they had seen on their back deck. “He was completely black,” she said.
Apparently the darker the big wooly caterpillar, the worse the weather come winter. With the warm
temperatures we enjoyed in early December, I forgot all about her prediction. More recently, I’ve
been wondering if that caterpillar was right after all.
Yet I would never have imagined two weekends in a row being so cold, snowy, and icy that
congregations all across the Tri-State cancelled Sunday worship services – twice. We can learn a
lesson from the wooly caterpillar. Perhaps we learned a few things from our Sunday snow days,
too.
Perhaps we were able to appreciate the true blessing of Sabbath: a day to rest, to remember
that we belong to God, not to our work. As Christians we are defined by our relationship with God,
not by our careers, or our positions within the Church or the community. “Our worth is not the
same as our usefulness.” We are loved and valued by God without lifting a finger. After creating
the universe and the world we live in, God proclaimed and took advantage of a day of rest. If we
used our Sunday snow day to rest, I imagine God smiled.
Snow days can be quiet days. We might have watched football, or a movie, or binged on
Netflix for a while. But perhaps we took the opportunity to embrace the solitude and silence, to
listen to our thoughts, our heart, to God. I believe God speaks to us all the time in all sorts of
ways: in scripture, in sermons, in prayer; but also in the warmth of a fire, in the snuggle of a furry
friend, in the beauty of nature. What was God saying in that sparkling, white blanket of snow?
I hope we were reminded that worship is an essential part of our lives. We can pray and
study by ourselves. Some of us may have streamed an online sermon or watched a gospel choir
on television. But none of these take the place of the physical presence of brothers and sisters in
Christ. Something beautiful happens when we gather as a community of believers. The Lord is
among us. God’s love flows between us. The Holy Spirit enables us to comfort, encourage, and
bless one another. Together our praises form a joyful chorus. Jesus has called us to be a people,
his people, the Body of Christ. Christians cannot exist in a vacuum. We need each other.
God is full of surprises and unexpected blessings. A snow day can be one of them. There is
still more winter to come. I pray we all stay safe, warm, and healthy – even if we have to stay
inside. May we enjoy the gifts of solitude and community, and thank the Lord for his presence in
both.
Warmly,
Pastor Bobbie

Who Am I?
Favorite Bible verse: Isaiah 43:1
One of my fondest church memories is: Harpsichord on Christmas
Eve
One thing people would be surprised to know about me:
I used to ride a Harley
Favorite ice cream flavor: Black Raspberry Chocolate Chip
Favorite hymn: “Here I Am, Lord”
Favorite movie: Forest Gump
If I could travel anywhere, I would visit Scotland
In my spare time, I like to shop for antiques.
Favorite color: Pink
Most recent book I read (other than the Bible): Abide with Me by
Elizabeth Strout
Who Am I? Find out in next month’s Church Mouse!
The answer to January’s Who Am I was Steve Foster.

Session Highlights 1-21-19
Tom Hannon, Financial Trustee, discussed church finances and the 2019 budget which
was approved. The Trustees are looking into online giving using a company to process
the money. Bids are being obtained to replace parking lot lights and building lights with
LED bulbs. Drains need to be installed around the outside of the educational wing as well
as replacing the peeling stucco. Bids are also being obtained for this.
Mark your calendars: Boy Scout Sunday on Sunday, February 3, Communion
will be Sunday, February 10, Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, February 17.
The paper yoking survey will be given to people who do not have e-mail on
Sunday, January 27. This is late as a result of church snow days. Please keep in mind this
is yoking with Pleasant Run Presbyterian Church not a merger. Yoking is sharing Rev.
Bella and expenses.
A cancellation policy for church services is being researched. This decision will
include the Worship Elder, Trustee of Building and Grounds, and the Pastor.
Page Grad, Clerk of Session
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Save the Date
for the 2nd Annual Chili Cook-off!
When: Saturday, February 9 at 5:30 pm
What: Bring your best chili to enter the
cook-off or just come to eat and enjoy a meal
with Wes and Bobbie Bella!
Presbyterian Women
We will meet at the home of Merita Kyler on
Wednesday February 6th at 12:30 pm for dessert
followed by the study of Chapters 21-23 of
LOVE DOES.
The Forever Youngs
We will be going to Logan's at Stone Creek
on Friday February 8. We will meet there at
noon. For questions or reservations, call
Jill Pepple 385-8373.

Stewardship
Theologians debate about the central theme of the Bible—like redemption, the Kingdom of God, and
love. Another good candidate is stewardship—what scholar N. T. Wright calls “the covenant of
vocation,” which God entered into with man in the beginning. God gave us creation as a gift; our
vocation was to oversee it for His glory and to reflect His glory throughout the earth.
When it comes to stewardship, our thoughts usually turn to money. Financial management is
certainly a part of stewardship. Regardless of how much money we have, it is by the blessing of God
that we have any at all. Therefore, we are to use it in ways that glorify Him. But King David of Israel
recognized that “all things come from [God]” (1 Chronicles 29:14)—not just our money, but our
health, our gifts and abilities, our families and relationships, and more. So, stewardship is not just
about managing money; it is about managing all that we are and have in ways that glorify God.
Think of all you have and all you are today. Consider how you can spend your life today so that
it brings glory to God.
Stewardship is what a man does after he says, “I believe.”
W. H. Greaves

The deadline for the March
Mouse is Saturday February
23rd
page 3

NORTHWEST COMMUNITY CHURCH
TREASURER’S REPORT ~ DECEMBER 2018
NORTH SIDE BANK
Beginning Balance
$31,068.44
Ending Balance
$31,176.44
===================================
OPERATING FUND
Beginning Balance
Income
Expense
Monthly Profit/Loss
Ending Balance (Cumulative)

10 UP PLEDGE FUND

$< 35,037.88>

$ 43,413.49

13,283.19
14,402.77
<1,119.58>

1,469.00
0.00
1,469.00

< $ 36,157.46 >

$ 44,882.49

====================================
MONTHLY OPERATING FUND BALANCE

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Year to Date

Income

Expense

Profit/Loss

$10,792.27
10,501.02
19,217.42
10,303.84
10,074.54
22,314.14
12,105.00
11,568.15
10,538.14
10,779.57
11,633.33
13,283.19

$17,460.52
18,915.96
14,301.79
15,720.53
14,159.97
14,185.19
15,649.58
15,915.57
16,232.87
14,663.38
7,705.37
14,402.77

$ <6,668.25>
<8,414.94>
4,915.63
<5,416.69>
<4,085.43>
8,128.95
< 3,544.58 >
< 4,347.42>
<5,694.73>
<3,883.76>
3,927.96
<1,119.58>

$153,110.61

$179,313.50

$<26,204.89>

SON Ministries received $129.96 in December from the Loose Coins/Hunger Offering.
Acts of Compassion received $157.83 in December to support Christmas missions.
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