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Reverent Reflections
Christmas seems to light up at night. We may deck our halls and malls and churches with balls, 
bows, tinsel, and evergreens, but it’s the lights sparkling in the dark that call forth a collective       
 “Wow.” This is why it is a tradition for many to visit the zoo and the Festival of Lights, to drive up 
and down the streets to see neighbors’ light creations, or get out ladders and string lights from our 
own rooftops. We set our Christmas tree in front of the picture window with a timer so it lights up 
at night. We put candles on the windowsills, attach them to the end of our pews, and hold them 
while we sing carols on Christmas Eve. The candles, the lights, light up Christmas.   
 “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” I love this verse 
from John’s gospel, especially its apparent grammatical error. We want this verse to say “has not” 
or “will not” overcome; but instead it is “did not” – past tense, done deal, victory won. The lights of 
Christmas serve as good reminders of this truth. We celebrate the coming of divine light into our 
dark, sinful world. We celebrate the birth of the One who is the Light of the World.
      Some will look at the colorful lights, totally oblivious to the Light we welcome. Others will 
claim the Light does not exist. More often those who fail to see the Light refuse to acknowledge 
the darkness – in the world, in their lives, in their own hearts. It is only when we turn and face the 
darkness that we are able to see the Light that beckons and offers hope. This can be difficult at 
Christmastime when everything is supposed to be merry and bright. No one wants to look at 
darkness. 
 Yet the true joy of Christmas isn’t in opening gifts, partying with friends, or even in watching 
the faces of children. The true joy of Christmas in found in a heart that has opened its doors to   
God’s glorious Light. Says poet Ann Weems:

    When the Holy Child is born into our hearts
                                                  there is a rain of stars
            a rushing of angels
                    a blaze of candles
       this God burst into our lives.
         Love is running through the streets.

 May the Holy Child of Bethlehem, the Light of the World, be born anew, and light up your life this 
Christmas.
 In Joy,
 Pastor Bobbie 

Pastor Bobbie will usually be in the office  at NWCC 
on Mondays and Wednesdays
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    Christmas Mission Opportunities
The giving tree is up and we are helping out 
three families in the Northwest school 
district.These are all families who will not 
receive assistance from Nate’s toy box or 
SON Ministries due to the increased demand 
for support this year.
 Please return the Unwrapped item with 
the tag attached.This will help identify which 
family the gift belongs to. Please return the 
gifts by Sunday December 16th. We will 
deliver the gifts that Sunday.

We are also collecting new blankets/throws 
for our DDS clients. The bin is now in the 
Narthex. 

         Cookie Walk
Please join us on 
Sunday,December 16th 
immediately following 
the worship service for 
the most wonderful part 
of the season, the 
Christmas cookies of 

course!
 We are asking for donations of 
homemade cookies. We will be packaging 
them up at the time of purchase so there is 
no need to divide them up before dropping 
them off. 
 The cookies will be available for 
purchase in groups of a dozen.The the 
money will go towards youth activities. 
 If you have any questions or would 
like to help, please contact Lynn Bradley.

 Session Highlights– November 12. 2018
December 16th is the Cookie Walk, The Advent 
program is December 2nd.  Mark your calendar. 
There will be a Chili Cook Off in January date to 
be determined. Mission Committee is collecting 
blankets for the DDS. The Giving Tree will go up 
on 11-25-2018. Three families will be helped 
with food and clothing. Lindsey, a social worker 
for the Northwest School System, will screen 
and qualify the families. Session had the 
privilege of meeting The Rev. Bobbie Bella. Rev. 
Bella will be in our pulpit starting on Sunday, 
December 2nd. Rev. Bella will spend two days a 
week at NWCC and two days at Pleasant Run 
Presbyterian She will be in both pulpits on 
Sundays.
Page Grad, Clerk of Session

Presbyterian Women will meet at the home of 
Mary Lou Thompson on Wednesday, December 
5th at 12:30pm for dessert followed by the study 
of Chapters 15-17 of LOVE DOES by Bob Goff.  
In January we will meet at Joan Southwood’s.

Rummage Sale Update
Thanks to all who helped at the rummage sale 
especially Jill Pepple and The Ron Peacock 
family. As you may have heard our church was 
without electricity so we were unable to open 
Thursday night. However in spite of that we 
made $2048. We had two full trucks take the 
rest to Goodwill. Jewelry was taken by Maria 
Lowry to be put on ebay. So we hope for more 
money. She can use help with this so get in 
touch with her if you know how to do this.  

Forever Youngs
We will meet on Friday December 14th at 
noon at Red Lobster on Springdale Road 
for our annual Christmas party. Please 
call Marian Baird if you plan to attend. 

   January Mouse deadline          
   Saturday December 29th  
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  NORTHWEST COMMUNITY CHURCH
   TREASURER’S REPORT ~ OCTOBER 2018
    NORTH SIDE BANK
   Beginning Balance   $21,918.64
   Ending Balance   $18,490.38
     ===================================
         OPERATING FUND                10 UP PLEDGE FUND
Beginning Balance             $< 35,082.08>        $ 36,311.99
Income          10,779.57          378.00
Expense         14,663.33             0.00
Monthly Profit/Loss       < 3,883.96 >           3      78.00
Ending Balance (Cumulative)            < $ 38,965.84 >   $ 36,689.99
     ====================================
      MONTHLY OPERATING FUND BALANCE
     Income     Expense     Profit/Loss
January   $10,792.27  $17,460.52  $ <6,668.25>
February    10,501.02    18,915.96     <8,414.94>
March     19,217.42    14,301.79       4,915.63
April     10,303.84    15,720.53     <5,416.69>
May     10,074.54    14,159.97     <4,085.43>
June     22,314.14    14,185.19       8,128.95
July     12,105.00    15,649.58    < 3,544.58 >
August     11,568.15    15,915.57    < 4,347.42>
September    10,538.14    16,232.87     <5,694.73>
October     10,779.57    14,663.38     <3,883.76>
Year to Date             $128,194.09             $157,205.36                 $<29,011.27> 

SON Ministries received $126.28 in October from the Loose Coins/Hunger Offering.
Acts of Compassion received $165.73 in October to support The ALS Foundation. 
 

     FAQs Concerning the Yoked Relationship
 What if we don’t like the relationship or PRPC doesn’t?
  Either church or the pastor has a 30-day “out“clause if they feel the relationship is not working.
  We can dissolve the relationship and begin to search for a new pastor. 
  We cannot begin a search for a new pastor during the yoked relationship.

  What if we like it and it is working well after the 6 months?
  We can continue the relationship with the current pastor or begin a search for a new   
  yoked pastor.

 Is this just a process to get us to merge congregations?
  No, the yoked relationship is the opposite. It shares a pastor but allows the churches   
  to continue as individual congregations. The intent of yoking is not to lead to a merger. 

 What about Sunday school?
  The Session has moved Sunday school to 8:30 am starting Sunday, December 2nd, 2018.

 What about the finances? Who is responsible for what?
  The time as well as the costs will be divided 65% NWCC and 35% PRPC. This was based   
  on  size of the congregations. 

 What about the Christmas Eve service?
  The time of the Christmas Eve service will be announced at a later date This is to assure both  
  congregations have worship at a time that works for each congregation.

 What about further questions? Who can I talk to?
  Beginning in January there will be forms available for you to share your feedback and send it to the 
  Session. We need you to be honest and open about the relationship.
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