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 I wrote a sermon once about what kind of sign(s) we were looking for from 
God. Are we looking for God to show up in a bright neon flashing sign saying, “Here 
I am!” Do we think God will show up with an entourage and then, after inspecting 
the clatter and crowd, we will understand who the excitement is about? Will God 
send us an email or letter or text message that says, “meet me here at this time. I 
will be the one dressed like this.” Do we think that God will knock on the door and 
once we open it (if we even do), we will instantly recognize God, or God will say, 
“Hey, I just wanted to introduce myself. I’m God.” 
 Again, I was reading a book of sermons the other day, and the Rev. Barbara 
Brown Taylor wrote a sermon called, Show Me a Sign. She mentioned that Gideon, 
a judge, needed a visit from an angel for him to understand and accept his call 
from God. “And even the angel had to work pretty hard,” Brown Taylor said. But 
even after the angel’s workmanship, Gideon was not sure and offered several 
reasons not to accept God’s call. For him to accept, he was looking for a big display 
and a sign that this was God. Since neon lights, fireworks, and noise makers were 
not around in the Old Testament days, the sign would need to come by a different 
route. The Lord told Gideon that God would be with him, and all of his excuses or 
lack of qualifications did not matter – but that Gideon was the one God called. 
However, still undeterred, Gideon asked for a sign that it was God calling him.  

God granted the sign that Gideon was seeking. There is more to Gideon’s 
story, but my focus here is that it is not just you and me who are seeking signs 
from God. We can ask, or many times demand, God to deliver a sign to us, but 
sometimes that sign does not come the way we want or expect. Sometimes the 
sign is delivered right to our doorstep, and we just trip over it as we look around to 
see who rang the doorbell and took off. What is important is that we understand 
that when God calls us, God promises to journey with us. As Brown Taylor said 
about Gideon’s request, “All that mattered was this partnership with God, who does 
not call anyone to do anything without promising to go too.” 

††† 
 There were loads of joyful sounds and giggles around the empty church 
building recently. On July 13, Madilynn McEntee, Marcia Henline, and Kay Wright 
led an exciting morning of Vacation Bible School. There were crafts, snacks, stories, 
games, and a whole lot of fun! Having bigger faith than our fears was a key lesson 
for the young ones in attendance.  
 But I wonder if the leaders learned even bigger lessons than they taught? I 
wonder if they learned how important they are to the young people they led? I 
wonder if they learned that without their commitment to VBS and this church, no 
lessons would be taught? I wonder if they learned that they are greatly impacting a 
generation? I wonder if they learned they are leading young people to Christ? I 
wonder if they learned that they are helping our youngest congregants understand 
how much God loves us? I wonder if they learned just how much they are loved by 
this congregation and God? 
 Thank you, Madilynn, Marcia, and Kay, for your commitment, dedication, 
love, and care for the precious Presbyterians. You are loved! 
 
Wondering in awe,  
Pastor Emily 
 



Pam Ames, Justin Durboraw, Glenda Feeney,  
Keaton Kloss, & Louise Steele. 

Prayer Emphasis for the month: 
For the local agencies doing God’s work of serving 

others. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

Prayer Request 

The mission committee wishes 
to thank all of you for donating 
items for the birthday cake kits. 
We will be able to put together 
about 50 kits. Hopefully the kits 
will put smiles on many faces. 

Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The NPPS runs a Kids Klub after school and 
during the summer program that is designed 

for children, focusing on educational and 
recreational activities. The Congers have 

played a vital role in this program over many 
years providing financial support to make 
sure the kids have pool passes and learn 

how to swim instruction.  Trudy Merritt has 
worked very closely with the Congers during 
this time.  To honor the Congers, Trudy was 
instrumental in getting a group picture with 

the kids and putting a thank-you message on 
the football field scoreboard as an expression 
of what Joe and Dorothy have meant to the 
program and all those who have participated 

in it. – Courtesy of Bob Barr 
 



VBS July 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

      
 

 
 

1 
 

2 
10am  
In-Church Worship  
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  
 

3 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
 

4 
 
 
 

5 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
 

6 
 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
10am  
In-Church Worship  
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  
 

10 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
 

11 
  

12 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
  

13 
 

14 
 

15 

16 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org 
Communion 
Blessing of the 
backpacks 

17 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
 

6pm Scouts 
 

 
Committee Night 
6:30pm 

18 19 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
  

20 
 

21 
 

22 

23 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org 
 

24 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
 

6pm Scouts 
 
 

25 
 

26 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
 

27 28 
 

29 

30 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org 
Communion 

31      

In Church Worship Service on Sundays at 10am 
 

http://www.fpcnp.org/
http://www.fpcnp.org/
http://www.fpcnp.org/


 


