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I do not read for pleasure much these days. Although I do have a lengthy list of 
books I would like to read when time allows, or I decide I have achieved my highest 
level of education, and it is time for a break. As a professional student and pastor, 
most of my reading is for sermon research and preparation or class assignments. If I 
have a free moment outside of those two reading responsibilities, I usually spend it 
reading ahead and working on the next assignment. But in true fashion, I was 
reading for class, of course, a book of sermons last week. I, a preacher who creates 
sermons weekly, read books that are collections of sermons. In my first career as a 
sports journalist, I used to search for other newspapers and read them. I would look 
for inspiration or layout ideas. I would try to find comparable pieces to what I had 
done, or even areas where I would not have printed what the newspaper printed. 
And there was something about holding a newspaper in hand, shuffling through the 
pages, and then noticing the black ink on the pads of my fingers when I was finished 
that I miss. So today, I read books of sermons. And I get the same butterflies at the 
beginning of reading someone else’s sermon and at the Amen that I do when I 
deliver my own sermons. 

I cannot quite decide if I am dedicated to my craft or lack hobbies.  
 This book, And God Spoke to Abraham, compiled by Fleming Rutledge, an 
Episcopalian priest, is of sermons she preached from 1975-2010. For the first 20 
years, she preached nearly every Sunday in parish churches and then as a 
“peripatetic preacher” after that. Each sermon is built around an Old Testament text. 
When I began to read the assigned pages, I set a goal of how much I would like to 
read before I went to sleep for the night. I found myself eagerly longing to read 
more. And more. And more. 

Rutledge’s sermons were fruitful and charged. I wanted to share them with 
the congregation in an elementary story-time-like setting. (I still may someday.) 
While many were written and delivered before I was born or before I graduated high 
school, they elicit merit today. Just like another book we know well – the Bible. It is 
not a coincidence that the text written two thousand years ago is more than relevant 
when applied to our daily lives. God does not work in coincidence. Even when we 
sometimes think God did not hear our cries. 

“But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten 
me. Can a woman forget her nursing child or show no compassion for the 
child of her womb? Even these might forget, yet I will not forget you. See, 
I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands; your walls are continually 

before me. Your builders outdo your destroyers….” ~ Isaiah 49:14-17 
 We are reminded not only in the Old Testament, but also in the New 
Testament that God is with us each day. God hears our cries, suffers with us, and 
celebrates with us. 

“Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already 
sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with groanings too deep for words. We know that all things 

work together for good for those who love God, who are called according 
to God’s purpose.” ~ Romans 8:24-28 

Reading in Christ, 
Pastor Emily 

 



Justin Durboraw, Glenda Feeney,   
Sheri Hoschouer, Keaton Kloss, Dennis 

Lombardi, Jason McEntee & Louise Steele. 
Family & friends of Matthew McCarthy.  

Prayer Emphasis for the month: 
For listening minds and peace-filled hearts. 
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The project of making up birthday cake kits 

that are given to patrons at the pantry was 

started by Mary Hughes. The mission 

committee would like to continue this 

worthy project. We need your help! Please 

bring a cake mix, a can of sprite or 7up, 

and birthday candles to the church anytime 

from June 28-July 12. Monetary gifts would 

be appreciated also. The patrons who 

receive these kits are thrilled to get a 

birthday cake.  Thank you for your help 

with this project! 

Gary Trego receives top Nebraskaland Days award! 

Gary has been selected as the recipient of the 2026 Dale Studley 

Award, one of the Nebraskaland Days organization’s highest 

honors recognizing individuals who exemplify the values of 

leadership, service, western heritage, and community 

commitment. Gary has dedicated countless hours to serving his 

community and preserving Nebraska’s Western heritage. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

    1 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
Happy 4th 
of July!! 

5 
10am – Outdoor 
Worship 
Communion 

6 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
 

9 
 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
10am  
In-Church Worship  
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  
 

13 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
VBS  
8am-Noon 
 

14 
  

15 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
  

16 
Matthew M. 
Funeral 
@11am 

17 
 

18 

19 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org 
Communion 

20 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
 

6pm Scouts 
 

Committee 
Night 6:30pm 

21 22 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
  

23 
 

24 
 

25 

26 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org 
 

27 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
 

6pm Scouts 
 
 

28 
 

29 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
 

30 31 
 

 

In Church Worship Service on Sundays at 10am 
 

Emily gone 
23rd – 10th 

http://www.fpcnp.org/
http://www.fpcnp.org/

