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We will be spending some time in the book of John for the next several Sundays. 
Our first Sunday in John was last Sunday (April 26), on what some call “Good 
Shepherd Sunday.” My focus in this space is on John and a few select verses. 
 The Good Shepherd story is always one that reminds me of who is leading. 
And who is following. Each year when we revisit it through the Gospels, I try to take 
some time for special reflection. It kind of resettles me and brings priorities back into 
focus. It also reminds me who the leader is and who the follower is. 
 Recently, I spent time in prayer asking God for guidance and for whatever 
insight God felt I needed. There were definite requests I had for God and a lot of 
reasons for thanksgiving, but I wanted to make sure God knew I was turning it all 
over. I wanted God to know I wanted to release. I wanted to release my anxiety, 
stress, and worry, but I also wanted to release my urge to control what is in God’s 
control. I probably had more anxiety and fear because of the end of the semester. I 
have some anxiety and fear because of the chaos and unrest in the world. I always 
have a little anxiety and fear about whether I am answering God’s call the way God 
would like me to answer. 
 As I was reflecting, I was led to John 21. In this text, Jesus tells his disciples 
and us to “follow me.” This command came after his Resurrection and after he had 
appeared to several of his followers on the road to Emmaus. And after he broke 
bread again with them before he departed. 
 He knew he would be ascending to God the Father soon, and the disciples 
would not see him much longer. It was a blessing for the disciples to see the 
Resurrected Jesus … blessing met with excitement and reservation once they finally 
realized it was Jesus, the Messiah, when their eyes were opened. But now, later in 
the book of John, the disciples learn that Christ will be going away again and not 
returning until he calls all of us to Heaven. He prepares them to meet the Advocate, 
the Holy Spirit, who will take his place with us. Quite the emotional journey for 
them. But in his absence, he commands us to still follow him. 
 As we open the book of John, and as we prepare for graduation season, it is a 
good time to reflect on where the Good Shepherd is leading us. Is the Shepherd 
leading to military service or the workforce? Is the Shepherd leading to college or 
trade school? How is or where is the Shepherd leading us as adults who long ago 
graduated? Is God calling us to a change or adjustment? Is God calling us to 
something new? Is God calling us to something we put away, and now it is time to 
try again?  
 Perhaps the calling is to deepen our faith. Maybe the Good Shepherd is calling 
on us to grow our faith and challenge our old ways of thinking. How do you follow 
Jesus in your daily living? Do you have a prayer or spiritual routine? Do you share 
this time with your family or others? How do you stay consistent in following Jesus 
even when the road is rugged and the path is cloudy? 
 I do not know where this reflection time will lead for me as we close out the 
Easter season and prepare for Pentecost. Maybe it will lead me past a closed door to 
an open gate. Maybe it will lead me to multiple closed doors, and I will need to find 
the gate. But I know God is shepherding me the entire way. 
 
Following and being shepherded in Christ, 
Pastor Emily 
 



 

Justin Durboraw, Sheri Hoschouer, Cheryl Kurth, 
Keaton Kloss, Dennis Lombardi, & Louise Steele.   

Prayer Emphasis for the month: 
For students and staff as they finish the school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Request 

Thanks to all who made our Spring Tea 
so successful! To those who set-up, 

cleaned-up, prepared the delicious food 
and to those who kept the teapots filled 
– a big thank you! Zach Ochsner sang 
show tunes to the delight of the ladies 

and Penny Billingsley brought and spoke 
about some plants from her Garden 

Glove Nursery. 
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Sam Wiezorek 
Sam is serving in the US Air Force. He will 
graduate on May 21st from the Defense 

Language Institute Foreign Language Center in 
Monterey, California where he has spent the 

past 12 months studying the Russian 
language. After graduation he will relocate to 
Good Fellows Air Force base in San Angelo, 
Texas as part of his Air Education & Training 

Command. Goodfellows main mission is 
cryptologic & intelligence training for the Air 
Force, Space Force, Army, Navy, & Marine 

Corps. He is scheduled to be there for about 4 
months. Sam is Deb Weitzel’s grandson. 

Kason Baker 
Kason, a senior at St. Patrick's High school 

will be graduating on May 10th. While he was 
at SPHS, he was a member of NHS (National 

Honor Society). On the honor roll all four 
years, member of the SPH’s golf team and 
plays the saxophone for SPHS Elite Band. 
After graduation, he plans on attending 

Advance ATC in Valdosta, GA where he will 
study to become an air traffic controller. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Hannah Sims 
Hannah is currently studying at 

Rostock University in Germany. She will be 
finishing up her UNK degree in Theater with a 

German minor this summer. 

Jason McEntee graduates from Peru State 
on May 9th with his Bachelor's degree in 
the science of Psychology with a minor in 
Sociology.  
 
Shayla successfully completed her defense 
the other day and is officially Doctor Shayla 
McEntee! She graduates on May 2nd from 
the University of Jamestown in North 
Dakota. Her doctorate is in Clinical 
Research and her study was Parental 
Phubbing: Addressing the Parents 
Role in Device use and Adolescent 
Mental Health. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

     
 

 
 

1 
 

2 

3 
10am 
In-Church Worship  
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org   
 

4 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

EMILY GONE 

6 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion 
 
 

7 
 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
10am  
In-Church Worship  
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  
Communion 

11 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
 
 

12 
 

13 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion   

14 
10am Morning 
fellowship 
 
6:30pm 
Evening Spirits 
 

15 
 

16 

17 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org 
Honoring 
Graduates 10:00am 

18 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
 

6pm Scouts 
 

Committee Night  
6:30pm  

19 20 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion  

21 
 

22 
 

23 

24 
10am Outdoor 
Worship 
Communion 
 
Session Meeting 
after worship 

25 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
 

6pm Scouts 
 
 

26 
 

27 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion 

28 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 

31 
10am 
In-Church Worship 
with Communion 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org 
 

      

In Church Worship Service on Sundays at 10am 
 

http://www.fpcnp.org/
http://www.fpcnp.org/

