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As the church calendar moved to a new season – Lent, I was thinking about the changes, 
transformation, transfiguration, lament, hope, and temptation that come along with the new 
season. Not just a church season, but a weather season and a season of life.  

I wondered how often others think about the church calendar or if it was only 
something I enjoyed reflecting on. I like to ponder and reflect on the church's liturgical season 
and soak in the meaning of the season. I read a book once, The Circle of Seasons by 
Kimberlee Conway Ireton, that delicately guides the reader to meet God in the precious space 
of each church season. The Circle of Seasons offers a map through the liturgical seasons and 
how they each provide a unique venue for congregants and ministers alike.  
 The author, like many of us, noted that when growing up, she thought of Lent as what 
she was “giving up.” I can attest that it has been something I have thought about, but it is not 
the first thing I envision when I think of Lent. If you are like me before I was called to 
ministry, you may not know or understand the significance behind the church seasons. Some 
do not notice the changing of the seasonal paraments – the fabric draped from the pulpit, 
lectern, and Table – regardless of the meaning behind it. Perhaps it is new information that 
with each church season, there are themes and lectionary readings specific to the day or 
season under discussion.  
 The church year begins with the Advent season – a season of waiting. Sometimes, it 
feels like the Advent season disappears into or is absorbed by the secular holiday season. As 
one waits and prepares during this season, we ready ourselves each Sunday to light another 
candle as we rejoice with the greatest gift of love through the birth of Christ on Christmas Eve. 
It is after Christmas Eve and Christmas Day that the church Christmas season begins. 
Sometimes the Christmas season is overlooked or simply skipped over. After the Christmas 
season, we find ourselves entering Epiphany, which is 12 days after Christmas – January 6. 
The celebration of Epiphany or the Baptism of Our Lord can mark this season. The season of 
Epiphany continues for six weeks until Transfiguration Sunday, which is closely followed by 
Ash Wednesday. As we know, Ash Wednesday ushers in the Lenten season and Christ’s 40 
days of temptation. This season culminates with Holy Week that includes Palm Sunday and the 
Triduum – Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil. Without the Three Days, there 
would be no Resurrection Sunday or Easter Sunday. 
 Fifty days after Easter is the Day of Pentecost. But just before that is Ascension of the 
Lord – a church holiday that is almost always unnoticed. Pentecost is recognized as the day 
we are filled with the Holy Spirit or the day the Advocate came to us, as Jesus proclaimed. 
Trinity Sunday is the Sunday following Pentecost. The season of Pentecost continues until 
Christ the King Sunday, which is the Sunday before Advent. The season of Pentecost is also 
referred to as Ordinary Time. While all church seasons are important and vital to the flow and 
fluidity of the year and Scripture lessons, Ordinary Time is often misunderstood or seen as less 
important than higher seasons such as Advent or Lent, even though we spend most of our 
church year in Ordinary Time. According to Ireton, “the word ordinary is rooted in the word 
ordinal, to count.” But they are not simply ordinary or unimportant days. These days are “time 
that counts, that matters.” Obviously, Holy Week and Easter are Christian staples, but taking 
the time to focus on this special time of the church calendar can enhance our experience of 
these days. 
 I invite you to live in the season and spend time reflecting on how we are encouraged 
to transform and grow into our faith throughout the year. Let us journey together. 

 Living in the season with you, 
 Pastor Emily 
 



Justin Durboraw, Sheri Hoschouer, Cheryl Kurth, 
Keaton Kloss, Dennis Lombardi, Louise Steele,   

& Mark McKenzie. 

Prayer Emphasis for the month: 
For the strength to ignore temptation. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Request 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God calls us to help others. In response to that call, FPC will be hosting a community household 

giveaway on March 21 in the Family Life Center. Community members will be invited to visit on 

March 21 from 9 am - 1 pm and take what items they need. There will be no cost for any items. 

 

To answer this call, we are looking for gently used household items as donations. Items may 

include, but are not limited to: living room furniture (sofas, chairs, end tables, TVs, TV stands); 

bedroom furniture (bedroom sets, dressers, mattresses, nightstands, bed frames); dining 

tables; kitchenware (utensils, pots and pans, food storage containers); blankets, backpacks, 

and lamps. Clothing or knick-knacks are not accepted. 

 

All items may be dropped off in the Family Life Center during church office hours March 16-19. 

If you need help transporting your items, please call the church office before March 16, and a 

church member will assist you. 

 

The Deacons will graciously help steward this response. 

PLEASE consider donating your gently-used items to this cause. 

 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in 

this way you will fulfill  

the law of Christ.” 

~ Galatians 6:2 

 

In Christ and appreciation, 

Pastor Emily 

 

MARCH SERVICE COMMITTEE 

Coordinator: Deb Weitzel, Beverly Sallee 

Members: 

Leigh Henline, Patty Whitney, Susan Peters, June Shaw. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
with Communion 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 
10am 
In-Church Worship  
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org   
 

9 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion 
 
12:45 Lunch & 
Learn 
 

12 
10am Morning 
fellowship 
 
6:30pm 
Evening Spirits 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
10am  
In-Church Worship  
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  
Scout Sunday 
 
Deadline for 
Scholarships 

16 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
 
Committee Night 
5pm 

17 
 
 
 

18 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion   
 
12:45 Lunch & 
Learn 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
9am – 1pm 
Community 
Give-a-way 

22 
Guest preacher 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org 
Session 11am 
 

23 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
 

6pm Scouts 

24 25 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion  
 
12:45 Lunch & 
Learn 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 

29 
Palm Sunday 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
with Communion 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org 
 

30 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
 

6pm Scouts 
 
 
 

31 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

In Church Worship Service on Sundays at 10am 
 
 

Holy Week 

http://www.fpcnp.org/
http://www.fpcnp.org/

