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Many months in this space I have an idea to write about, but I am not able to 
fully develop it. Or I have assignments and papers to write for class, so this writing piece 
takes a back seat. Or I have so many ideas that I struggle to narrow down just one to fit 
600 words or so. 
 This month was different.  
 I had a million thoughts, but they all led back to one idea. 
 In the gospel of Mark in the Greek New Testament, chapter 12, some disciples 
were debating with each other when a scribe, a city clerk or teacher, joined in the 
conversation. Jesus was asked by a scribe, “Which commandment is the most important 
of all?” Jesus responded with “The most important is, Hear O Israel: the Lord our God, 
the Lord is one.” Jesus continued, “And love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
 “Second of these, love your neighbor as yourself. No other commandment is 
greater than these.” 
 Jesus tells those in attendance, and it was recorded for the other generations to 
hear, that God is the only God and we are to love God with all our hearts, souls, minds, 
and strength. In loving God with all of our being, we are also called to love our neighbor 
as ourselves. As Christ says, “no other commandment is greater than these.” 
 Two statements. Two items on the to-do list. 

1. There is only one God and love that God with our whole selves. 
2. Love our neighbors as ourselves. 
These two commandments work in unison. As Christians, one cannot be done 

without completing the other one. We cannot love God with every ounce of our human 
selves and forget about loving our neighbors. Or ignore loving our neighbors. Or exclude 
our neighbors. Or hate our neighbors. 

If we are to love God as commanded, we must love our neighbors as ourselves. 
It is not one or the other. We do not get to pick which one we will do today and skip the 
other. These two commandments are a package. “No other commandment is greater 
than these.”  

THESE. Together. Both. 
To love God completely, we must love our neighbors. Love. 
The Greek word for “love” is “ἀγαπάω” (agapao). It is described as the act or 

action of love that God has for us. It is the love that God’s people – you and me – are to 
have for God and all other people. Including enemies. God built us to encompass all this 
love. We are not going to run out of love to give. There is plenty of love in each of us to 
love all others. We just have to let it out. 

Perhaps our neighbors make choices that we do not like. That does not stop us 
from loving them. We can love without liking everything about a person. That is how we 
are built. That is how God designed us. 

Our neighbors – both directionally and morally – need to be loved by us. We need 
to be loved by our neighbors. No matter skin tone, hair or eye color, size, shape, political 
status, sexual orientation, gender, social status, ethnicity, immigration status, or any 
other label that is intended to describe or divide. 

Two commandments and both are directing us to love. Not judge. It is our job, 
our calling by God, to love everyone. Not to judge or condemn their choices, no matter 
what they are. 

Love – Share it. Share all of it. 
In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Emily 

 



Justin Durboraw, Donna Effenbeck, Sheri 
Hoschouer, Cheryl Kurth, Keaton Kloss, Dennis 

Lombardi, Louise Steele,  & Mark McKenzie. 

Prayer Emphasis for the month: 
For peace, justice, and righteousness. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Request 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God calls us to help others. In response to that call, FPC will be hosting a community household 

giveaway on March 21 in the Family Life Center. Community members will be invited to visit on 

March 21 from 9 am - 1 pm and take what items they need. There will be no cost for any items. 

 

To answer this call, we are looking for gently used household items as donations. Items may 

include, but are not limited to: living room furniture (sofas, chairs, end tables, TVs, TV stands); 

bedroom furniture (bedroom sets, dressers, mattresses, nightstands, bed frames); dining 

tables; kitchenware (utensils, pots and pans, food storage containers); blankets, backpacks, 

and lamps. Clothing or knick-knacks are not accepted. 

 

All items may be dropped off in the Family Life Center during church office hours March 16-19. 

If you need help transporting your items, please call the church office before March 16, and a 

church member will assist you. 

 

The Deacons will graciously help steward this response. 

PLEASE consider donating your gently-used items to this cause. 

 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in 

this way you will fulfill  

the law of Christ.” 

~ Galatians 6:2 

 

In Christ and appreciation, 

Pastor Emily 

 

Thank you everyone for your care & 
support these past few weeks. Each and 
every prayer has been a blessing. God’s 

blessings for each of you. 
-Connie McCreery 

I am blessed to be a member of this 
congregation. Thank you for the prayers, 

visits, flowers and cards. Deacons, I 
loved the turkey & chocolates. It was a 

nice surprise. Thank you all! 
-Cheryl Kurth 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Fun planting activity during 
Children’s Sermon. 

“Baptizing the plant.” 

Installation & Ordination 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
with communion 
Baptism 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 
10am 
In-Church Worship  
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org   
Souper Bowl after 
worship 

9 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion 
 
 

12 
10am Morning 
fellowship 
 
6:30pm 
Evening Spirits 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
10am  
In-Church Worship  
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  
 

16 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 

17 
 
 
 

18 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion   
 
Ash Wednesday 
Service at ECOS 
7pm 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 

22 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org 

23 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
 

6pm Scouts 

24 25 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion  

26 
 

27 
 

28 

In Church Worship Service on Sundays at 10am 
 
 

http://www.fpcnp.org/

