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Whether it has been when I am preparing and crafting a sermon, spending 
time in the quietness of God, or just the ebb and flow of the everyday, I notice I am 
ruminating more lately and am appreciative of the nuances of our lives.  

Maybe it is the season we are in – just finishing up Advent, spending time in 
the Christmas season, and preparing for Epiphany – that has me reflecting and a 
little nostalgic. 
 Maybe it is wrapping a few gifts and realizing how gift-giving is a little 
different as empty nesters. 
 Maybe it is watching the circle of life at church. I have watched generations 
younger than me grow up and build families. As their little ones grow, they enjoy 
some of the same aspects of church participation that their parents did. Or that my 
children did. Or that I did. I am sure the generations older than I am ponder about 
the same circle I see. 
 

“I have no greater joy than this,  
to hear that my children are walking in the truth.” ~ 3 John 1:4 

 
 Maybe it is the break in my master's program studies, and I have a bit more 
free time to let my mind relax and wander.  
 Maybe it is God guiding me along as I navigate this season of life. Showing me 
the blessings around me. Illustrating the love of the world that comes to us through 
Christ. Reminding me of God’s design. 
 God’s design includes the circle of life – the children, the new(ish) parents, the 
empty nests, the retirees. God’s design includes the festivities around the Advent 
season and the joy that comes in the Christmas season. God’s design includes time 
spent in contemplation and awe. 
 God’s design is a great marvel. God’s design provides the perfect landscape to 
ponder, imagine, meditate, reflect on, and simply dream about. If we allow 
ourselves. 
 Epiphany is the perfect time to redirect and be curious about God’s design. 
Epiphany is when we celebrate God’s revealed promise to the world. Epiphany is the 
appearance or manifestation of God revealed to us. According to the PCUSA, as the 
magi traveled from the East to see and worship Jesus Christ – the Messiah – God’s 
grace is extended to all who believe the good news of Jesus. 
 Epiphany is closely connected to light and the symbolism of light. Specifically 
to the sunrise. Light is important in this season not only because of the star that 
guided the magi, but as it relates to the bright dawning of God’s self-revelation in 
Christ. 
 Epiphany is the season that follows Christmas. It will take us to the 
Transfiguration of Our Lord Sunday, which is the Sunday before Ash Wednesday. 

We waited with hope during Advent. God came to us – all the way to us – at 
Christmas. We celebrate the Lord's appearance in human form during Epiphany. 
Three great seasons that offer much to wonder about and be in awe of each year.  

Enjoy your time spent in amazement at God’s design. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Emily 
 



Justin Durboraw, Sheri Hoschouer, Cheryl Kurth,  
Keaton Kloss, Dennis Lombardi, Louise Steele,  

Mark McKenzie, & Breen Sipes. 

Prayer Emphasis for the month: 
For those who do not know the love of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Request 

Christmas Joy Offering 

January 11th & 18th 

This offering provides support for 

Presbyterian Church leaders (past, 

present, & future) and their families in 

their time of need.  



 

 

 

 

                                      

The End 
Written By Eme McEntee 

We knew what was to come, 

His death. 

It wouldn’t be long before, 

His last breath. 

The end is near we don’t have, 

A choice. 

Yet we know that up in heaven, 

He will rejoice. 

This old man was ill for, 

Several years. 

But just this year the cancer, 

Got severe. 

I’d not a clue what I’d do, 

Without his face. 

Yet death still came, 

Swinging a mace. 

We knew that ever since that one, 

Dreadful day. 

That the cancer was not, 

Going away. 

Now it’s up to God, 

And God alone. 

There wasn’t a day I wouldn’t call him, 

My own. 

My Grandpa and I, 

Against the world. 

 

Christmas program 
practice 2025 

Eme McEntee (seventh grade) wrote this poem in 
honor of her great-grandfather, Dillard Anderson, 
who died recently. Eme courageously shared this 
poem at his memorial service and shares it with 
the congregation here. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

    1 
Office 
Closed! 

2 3 

4 
10am 
In-Church Worship  
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org   
 

5 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
 
 

6 
 
 

7 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion 
 
 

8 
10am Morning 
fellowship 
 
6:30pm 
Evening Spirits 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
with communion 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  
ANNUAL MEETING 

12 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 

13 
 
 
 

14 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion   
 

15 
 

16 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
                

18 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org 

19 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
 

6pm Scouts 

20 21 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion  

22 
 

23 
 

24 

25 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org   
 
INSTALLATION 

 26 
9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
 
 

27 28 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
 

29 
 
 

30 31 

In Church Worship Service on Sundays at 10am 
 
 

http://www.fpcnp.org/

